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Mpeaucnosue

ONbILIMHCTBO K3 TOrO, YTO NMMCATENH MHILUYT O CBO-

MX MPOH3BENEHUAX, — 3TO MOJIHaA Yylub*. BoT no-

YyeMy HeT TaKHUX KHUT, KaK «CTO BeJIUKMX NMpeau-
CJIOBHIi 3anagHOi UMBUWIN3AUMH» WIH «Jlil0GHMMEIE nipe-
INCIOBUSA aMepHKaHUeB». TakoBO MOe IMYHOE MHEHHE,
M A CYMTAIO, YTO, HAMKUCaB KAK MUHHUMYM MNATHAECAT
NpEeAKCNIOBUIA — HE roBOps yXe€ O LEJIOH KHHre, ITOCBS-
IIEHHOM MUCaTeJIbCKOMY MacTepCTBY, — 51 HMEIO ITOJIHOE
NpaBo BbICKa3aThb ero Baayx. U ewne s cauTalo, Yo BaM
MOXHO NMPHUCIYLLIATLCA K MOMM CJIOBaM, KOFIa s FTOBOPIO,
YTO MOE MpPEIUCIOBHE K 3TOi KHHTE — 3TO KaK pa3 ToT
penxuit ciyvaid, Koraa aBTop AeCTBHTEJIbHO MOXET CKa-
3aTh YTO-TO CTOsILLEE.

HeckonbKO IET Ha3al s MPOM3BeJ CKPOMHBLHA (ypop
cpead MOMX NMOCTOSHHBIX YMTaTeNeH, MpeiIoXUB MM
MCIpaBNeHHBI W IOMOMHEHHBH BapuaHT <«[IpoTHBO-
crosHus». Ha camoM nene 1 o4eHb NepexXuBan 3a 3Ty
KHUTY, YTO GBUIO BMOJIHE H3BHHHUTEILHO H ONPaBAAHHO,
notomy 9ro «[IpoTHBOCTOSTHME» BCEraa ObUIa H OCTaeTCs
caMoit TIOGUMO KHUTO#H MOUX IMTaTeIei (CaMble phHbIe

* Monpobuee o0 Paxrope Yynm cMoTpu «Kak mucarh KHMTH»
(On Writing), uanaxHyio B Scribner B 2000 roxy. — /Tpumey. aem.
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U3 noumTareseil «I[IpoTHBOCTOSIHUSA» HE CTATU Obl CUJIb-
HO cKopGeTs, eciiu 66 s1 yMep B 1980-M; ¢ MX TOukH 3pe-
HUS MHMP OBI YXXKe HUYEro He MnoTepsir).

EnnHcrBeHHas kHura KuHra, Kotopass MOXeT CpaB-
HUTBCA C «[IpOTHBOCTOSTHHEM» B CMBIC/IE YUTATEHCKOTO
HMHTEpeca, — 3TO, HaBepHoe, HcTopusa Ponanna Jiuckei-
Ha ¥ ero nouckoB TemHoit bamnu. U tenepp — ueprt
BO3bMU! — 4 nepenenan u ee Toxe.

Tonpko Ha caMOM Jienie s ee He nepeneai, a npocTo
YyTh-9yTb IopaboTai. S xouy, 4TOOk! Bbl 3T0 3HANH. U ewue
Al XO4y, 4YTOOBI Bbl 3HAJIH, YTO UMEHHO A Nepeaenal U
noyeMy. IIns Bac, MOXeT ObITb, 3TO HEe BaXHO, HO 3aTO
OYeHb BAXHO — JUIA MEHs, BOT NOYeMy AaHHOE MNpenu-
CJIOBHE CTaHET MCKIII09eHHeEM (51 Haaeloch) U3 KMHros-
cxoro IIpaBuwia Yymm.

Bo-nepBhIX, YYTHTE, YTO B NMepBLIX H3naHuax «[Tpo-
TUBOCTOSIHMSI» GBUIO MHOTO COKpPAlLIEHHI N0 CpaBHEHUIO
C PYKOIMMCHBIM BAPDHAaHTOM — M HE M3-32 H3aTeJbCKOM
NPUXOTH, a Mo ¢uHaHCOBBIM coobpaxeHusaM. (Cyiue-
CTBOBAJIM €Ilie U JApyrue OrpaHUYEHUsl, HO 5 He Xouy 06
3TOM roBOpHTh.) Bce JononHeHus, KOTOphIe 51 caenan B
KOHLIE BOCBMHAECATHIX, — 3TO INepepaboraHHbie ¢par-
MEHTHI H3HaYa/IbHOIO TeKCTa. S Takoke BHEC MCNIPaBIEHUS
BO BCIO KHHIY B LIEJIOM, TIpEX/E BCEro — YTo6bl COOTHEC-
TH noBecTBoBaHMe ¢ anuaemueit CITHU/Ia, uro pacupena
NBIOHKIM LBETOM (€CIH JAaHHOE BBIpAXEHHE BOO6ILIE
YMECTHO B JaHHOM KOHKPETHOM CJTy4yae) B EPHOI MEXIY
nepBoi myGaukauuei «[IpoTMBOCTOSTHUSI» ¥ BHIXOAOM B
CBeT nepepaboTaHHOIO U IONOJIHEHHOTO U31aHUs, BOCEMb
WIM JaXe ICBATb JIET CIMycTa. B pesynbrare nomyuuncs
Tako# «xkupnuy» — Ha 100 000 cnoB mMMHHee Mo cpas-
HEeHHIO C NEpPBLIM U3NAHHEM.

B cimyyae co «CrpesIKkoM» epBOHaYaJIbHbIH TEKCT ObUT
HeGONbLIMM, U s H06aBWJI BCETO JIMIIb CTPAaHHULL TPMALIATD
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IATb, WK OKOJIO AEBSITH ThICSAY cioB. EciiM Bbl yXe 4yu-
Tanu «CTpenKa», Bbi 00HapyXHUTe B HOBOM U3JaHUH TOJb-
KO JIBE-TPU HOBBLIX CLieHbl. ACTHHHBIE NMOKIOHHHUKH
«TeMmHoi# baliHu» (a Takux Ha yAMBJIEHHE MHOTO — JO-
CTaTOYHO 3arisiHyTb B MHTepHET) HaBepHAKa 3aXOTAT
MPOYMTATh KHUIY 3aHOBO, M CKOpee BCero 60JIbIMMHCTBO
M3 HUX OyoyT YMTaTb 3TOT UCIIPaBJIEHHBIA BapHaHT C
JIIOOOMBITCTBOM M pa3ipaXeHHeM. S| OYeHb UM CHMIIa-
TU3UPYI0, HO JOJKEH NMPHU3HATBLCH, 9TO MEeHs GoJblie
BOJIHYIOT YHTATEJ M, KOTOpbIE ellle He 3HaKOMBI ¢ PonaH-
IOM ¥ €ro Ka-teToM*.

U xots y uctopuu bauiHu eCTb CBOU BOCTOPXEHHBIE
NMOKJIOHHMKH, OHA BCE X€ HE TaK LIMPOKO H3BECTHA MOUM
yuTaTensaM, Kak «[Tporusocrosiuue». UHoraa Ha BCTpedax
C YMTaTEsIMH S NPOLLY JIIOAEH B 3aJI€: KTO IpOYeJ1 XOTS Ohl
OIHY M3 MOMX KHUT, MOOHUMHUTE PYKY. ITocKonbKy oHHM
MPULLIH CNELHMATBHO, YTOObI MEHS NOCTYLIATh — IPHIEM
WHOrAa 3TO CBA3aHO C AOMOJIHUTENIBHBIMU HEYN06CTBaMH
¥ IOMONHHUTE/IbHBIMU PAaCXOOaMH: HAUTH, C KEM OCTABUTh
pebeHKa, 3anpaBUTh CBO CTapeHbKHUI «CelaH», — BOBCE
HEYILHUBHUTEIBHO, YTO GObILIMHCTBO U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX
NoxHUMaIOT pyku. [1oToM st roBOpIO: 2 TENEpb TE U3 Bac,
KTO mpoyesn XOTs Obl ofHYy KHUIY U3 «TeMHO# BalHu»,
OCTaBbTE PYKH NOAHATHIMU. U Kaxnblii pa3 nomyyaercs,
YTO MOJIOBHHA PYK ONnycKaetcs. BbiBoj, HampalmmBaeTcs
caM co6oif: XOTA 51 CTOJIbKO TpyAwWIcs Hal bauHe# 3a 3T
TpUauath Tpu roaa mexay 1970-m u 2003-M, aMTalOT €€
OTHOCHTeNIbHO Mano. Ho Te, KTo npoyes 3TOT LMK, Cpa-
3y ero nomo6Gwin, U S TOXe OYeHb ero Jobimo — no
KpaitHeit Mepe 3Tol1 NMoOBM XBaTWIO, YTOOK! HE OTTIPABHUTh
Ponanna B n3rHaHue, Kya OTNpaBisIOTCs BCE 3710CYaCT-
Hble HEOCYIIeCTBIEHHbIE NepCOHaXH (BCIIOMHHUTE Yoce-
POBCKMX MWJIHIPUMOB Ha myTH K KeHnrepbepu wiu repo-

* Jhionu, cesazanHbie cynbGoit. — ITpumey. asm.
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€B TOCJIeMHero, He3aKkOHYeHHoro pomaHa Yapnsa JIuk-
KeHca «TaitHa Dnpuna dpyna»).

S Bcerma 6bUT yBepeH (Ha IMOACO3HATEIbHOM YPOBHE,
MOTOMY YTO Sl YTO-TO HE MOMHIO, YTOOK! s CeLHaIbHO
006 3TOM 3aIyMBIBAJICA), YTO Y MEHS OyAeT BpeMs 3aKOH-
yuTh BaniHio, ¥ B HazHaueHHbI yac ['ocnoab Bor naxe
NPHLIUTET MHE MY3bIKaJIbHYIO TejlerpaMMy: «JMHb-IUHb-
IvHb / Camuce 3a paboty, CtuBeH / 3akaHuMBai bauiHio».
B KakoM-TO CMbIC/Ieé 9TO-TO NMOROGHOE ¥ MPOM3OLLIIO,
XOTH 3T0 6bUIa HE MYy3bIKANIbHAs TejlerpaMMa, a KOHTaKT
TIepBOii CTeNIEHN C MMHM-aBTOOYCOM «IUTMMYT». HO KaK 65l
TaM HM GBUIO, A CHOBA 3aces 3a pabory. Ecnu 6b1 aTOT
¢ypronunk, cOMBIIMIA MEHs Ha Aopore, ObUI YyTb MO-
6onbme, ecnu Obl yaap mpuiLencs He B 60K, a B 106, TO
BCE 3aKOHYWIOCH OBl YOenuTe/IbHOM npocbboit K cKop-
OSAIIMM He MPUHOCHTD LIBETOB M «ceMbsi KnHra 6narona-
PHT Bac 3a HCKpeHHHe coGone3HoBaHusA». U nouck Po-
JIaHJIa TaK ¥ OCTaJICA Obl He3aBepLIEHHBIM. KT0-TO, MOXeET
OBITB, ¥ 3aBepLUMN OBl €10, HO HeE 4.

B ob6mem, B 2001 ronry — xoraa s 6osee wiu MeHee
npumesn B ce6A — s PelwI, YTO YK€ MPHULUIO BpeMs 3a-
KOHUMTB HcTopuio Ponanaa. S oTioXun Bce oCTalibHOE
H 3acelt 33 paboTy Hax MocNneAHUMHM Tpems ToMaMu. Kax
00BbITHO, 51 3TO CHEJIaJl HE CTONIbKO PaiM uuTaTeneit, Ko-
TOpHle TpeGOBaIM NMPOJOXEHUS, CKOJIBKO panu cebs
caMoro.

Ceityac 3uMa 2003-ro, M A ewle maxe He Gpancs 3a
OKOHYAaTEeJIbHYIO pelaKTypy ABYX IMOCHEIHHUX TOMOB, HO
CaMH KHMTH yXe roToBbl. Sl 3aKOHYWI UX MPOLUIEIM Jie-
TOM. A B IPOMEXYTKE MEXIY PENAKTOPCKO 1opaGoTKoMi
nsroro («Bonxu Kanmbu») u mecroro («IlecHb Cio3aHHBI»)
TOMOB f ITOXYMaJI, 9TO Mopa Obl BEpHYTHCA K HaYaJTy H
BHECTH MCIpaBlieHUA B nepsble KHUru. ITogemy? IToro-
MY 4YTO BCE CEMb TOMOB LIMKJIa — 3TO HE OTAEJIbHbIE HC-



CTPENOK 1

TOPHMH, 2 YaCTHU EAMNHOT0 JUTMHHOIO MIOBECTBOBAHMSA, 6OJIb-
LIOro pOMaHa noa Ha3saHueM «TeMHas bauHsa», Hayano
KOTOPOro SIBHO HE CHHXPOHU3WPOBAHO C OKOHYAHMEM.

Moit noaxon K peaaktype COG6CTBEHHBIX NTPOU3BeIe-
HHI1 ocTasIiCs npexHuM. S 3Halo, YTO MHOrMe aBTOPH
BHOCST MPaBKy «I0 XO4y Iejia», HO MOii MeTol — 3TO
CTpEMHTEJIbHbI HATHCK: BPbIBACLIILCSI B KHHUTY U IIPOHO-
CHILIBCS CKBO3b HEe Ha MaKCMMaJIbHO BO3MOXHOM CKO-
POCTH, TaK YTOObI KIMHOK MMOBECTBOBaHUSA BCEraa OCTa-
BaJICsl OCTPbIM — a YTOObI OH OCTaBaJICi OCTPBIM, OH
ZIOJIXeH Bceraa ObiTh B paboTe, — M NPU 9TOM CTapaellib-
csi 00orHaTh 3neitulero U3 BparoB BCEX nucareyiei, umMs
KOTOpoMY — cOMHeHHe. Koraa nepecMarpHBaelllb CBOIO
Belllb, CPa3y X¢ BO3HIKAeT HeMaJio BonpocoB: «Hackonb-
KO npapuonono6Hel Mou repon?», « AHTEpecHa JIM KHH-
ra B uenoM?», «Xopouias 370 KHUIra Wid Tak, epyHaa?»,
«Koro-1o 310 BoOGIIE BONHYET?», «A MEHSt CAaMOr0 3TO
BOJIHYeT?»

Korna KkHura 3aKoH4Y€eHa, s Ha BpeMsi OTK/Ia[lblBaIO e
B CTOPOHY — TaKyl0. KaKasi €CTb, CO BCEMH HeropaboT-
KaMM W U3bSIHAMU — U 1aI0 eif OTiexXaTbCsi, NO3pPeTh.
Yepe3 kakoe-To BpeMsi — MOJAroga, ron, Asa roga, Ha
CaMOM Jie/ie 3TO HE TaK yX U BaXHO — s BO3Bpalllaloch K
OTJIOXKEHHOM KHHIe, TPOCMaTPUBalO €6 CHOBA, YX€é Gosee
CNOKOHHBLIM (HO MO-NpeXHeMY JII00ALIMM) B3[IIAOM H
TOTZA YX€ HauMHalo npaBuTb. YacTu «balrHu» BeIXOAH-
JIA OTAENbHBIMM KHMTaMM, KaXnasi — Mol CBOUM Ha3Ba-
HHWEM, MpaBWI 1 UX OTAENBHO U CyMeJl OLEHHTb BCIO
paboTy B LIEJIOM, TOILKO 3aKOHYMB CeibMYI0 KHUTY, «TeM-
Hy1o BauiHio».

Koraa s BHMMaTeJIbHO nepeyrTai epBhblii TOM — TOT,
KOTOPpbIif y BaC B pyKax, — 1 OHSUI TPU OYEBHAHLIC KC-
THHBI. Bo-nepBhiX, NOCKOAbLKY «CTpenok» 6bU1 HanucaH
OYeHb MOJIONbIM aBTOPOM, B HEM IPUCYTCTBYIOT BCE IPO-
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GneMBl, MpUCyIIMe KHMUIaM OYeHb MOJIOABIX aBTOPOB.
Bo-BTOpEIX, TaM €CTh MHOI'O HETOYHOCTE K QaTbCcTapTOB,
M 0cOGEHHO — B CBETE CIeAYIOLIMX TOMOB*. U B-TpeThuX,
«CTpenok» naxe 3By4UT COBEPIIIEHHO He TaK, KaK IpyTue
KHMIH, — 9eCTHO CKa3aTh, €ro TPYAHO YMUTaTh. S ciuui-
KOM YacCTO M3BHHSUICA 33 9TO NEpen YUTATENIIMHU U TOBO-
PWII, 9TO €CJIM OHM NPOAEPYTCA CKBO3b NEPBbIit TOM, OHH
YBHIAT, 9TO yXe B «/A3BIEYUEHHNH TPOUX» UCTOPUS OOpe-
TaeT CBO! HCTHUHHEIN roJioc.

I'ne-to B «CTpenke» BCTpeyaeTCs TaKoe OMucaHue
Ponanpa: 9enoBeK, KOTOPBIH MOANPABIUT ObI NEPEKOCHB-
IOYIOCA KAPTHHY B HE3HAKOMOM TFOCTHHUYHOM HOMepe.
A caM TOYHO TakO#l Xe, H B KAKOM-TO CMbIC/Ie NpaBKa
COGCTBEHHOM KHHTM K TOMYy M CBOAMTCSH: NMOANPaBUTDb
MEePEeKOCHBITHECS KAPTHHBI, IIPONBUIECOCHTD MOJIbI, Bbl-
ApauTs Tyaner. B ciiydae co «Crpesikom» 310 6bLna reHe-
panbHas yoopka. MHe npHLLIOCh MOTPYAUTLCS, HO Sl HE
XOTeJ YITYCKaTh BO3MOXHOCTH CAENaTbh TO, YTO XOYETCs
cIenarb o6oMy M3 aBTOPOB CO CBOEit Bellibio, KOTOpast
yXe 3aKOHYeHa, HO ee ellle HYXKHO OoTuuIM(GOoBaTh ¥ Ha-
CTPOMTDb: HOBECTH O YMa, YTOObI BcE ObUIO MPaBHJIBLHO.
Koraa Thl yXe 3Haenib, YTO JOJDKHO MOJYIUTLCA B UTOTE,
TH POCTO 00s13aH BEPHYTHCS K Ha4ally ¥ CBECTH BCE BO-
ennHo. IIpyyeM 310 HYXKHO HE TOJIBKO MTOTEHLIHANTbHBIM
YMTaTeNAM — 3TO -HYXHO Tebe caMoMy. CoBCTBEHHO, 5
TIOTOMY M pelnui nepeaenath «CTpesiKa»; HO NPH 3TOM A
O4YeHb TLIATEJILHO CJICAWI 32 TeM, 4TOObl MOM MCIIpaBie-
HMS ¥ Do0aBjieHUs He PaCKpBUIM CEKpPETOB, KOTOphIe
OymyT pacKphHITHI B NOC/IEAHNX TPEX KHUIaX, — CEKPETOB,

* BoTTONBKO OAMH U3 MPHMEPOB: B NepBoit penakuuyu «Crpenkas
®apcon — 310 Ha3BaHue ropoaa. Ho B cieaylouiix KHHraX OHO KaK-TO
caMo co6ost IpeBPaTIIOCh B HMA YeJloBeKa, MATeXHHKa IxoHa Pap-

COHa, KOTOphIH ycTpoun nageHue Cuneana, ropona-rocynapcrsa, rae
pomwica 1 Beipoc Ponann. — /Mpusey. asm.
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HEKOTOpbIE€ M3 KOTOPBIX 1 TEPINEJMBO XPaHWI Ha MPOTA-
XEHHHY TPUALIATH JieT.

U eie s Xo4yy CKa3aTb HECKOIBKO CJIOB O TOM MOJIO-
IIOM YeNnoBeKe, KOTOPbIM S GbUI KOrIa-TO U KOTOPHBIi
PHUCKHYJI HallUCcaThb 3Ty KHUIy. DTOT MOJIOAOH 4esioBeK
Tocella CAMILKOM MHOrO MUCaTeJIbCKUX CEMHUHApOB H
KaK-TO CBBIKCSl CO BCEMH HCTHHaMM, NIPOBO3I/IamIaeMbl-
MH Ha TaKMX CEMHHapax: YTO aBTOp IUIIET He IyiA cebs,
a JUIs APYTHX; YTO A3bIK KHUTH BaXXHEe CIOXKeTa; YTo He-
OnpeneNeHHOCTb — 3TO Jiyyllle, YeM ICHOCTb U [IPOCTOTA,
KOTOpBbI€ YacTO SABAAIOTCS NPU3HAKAMHM HENaNIeKOro yMa,
BOCTIpMHHMaloLLero Bce GykBaibHO. Tak YTO 51 BOBCE He
YAUBWICS, KOrIa o6HapyXwt, YTo neGIoTHBI «CTpenoks
NONYYWICA HITHUILHE NPETEHUIHO3HKIM (s YK€ He N'OBOpIO
MPO COTHHU COBEpLIEHHO He HYXHBIX Hapeumit). 51 yOpan
BCIO 3Ty MyCTONOPOXHIOIO OONTOBHIO, H B 3TOM CMBICJIE
sl He Xayelo HU 06 OJIHOM COKpalIeHHOM cJioBe. B ka-
KHX-TO MeCTax — 3TO Bceraa GbulM ¢pparMeHTHl, rae,
YBIIEKILINCh KAKHM-HUOYIb 3aBOPAXXHBAIOLUMM SITH30I0M,
51 3a0bIBaJl 00 MIesX, KOTOpble HaM BOAIONMBAIY Ha ITH-
caTeJIbCKUX CEMHHapax, — sl OCTaBJIsUI TEKCT NPaKTHIECKH
6e3 u3MeHeHui, He cCunTast OOLYHOM! peAaKTOPCKOH npaB-
KH. Kak s yxe roBopwi B IPyroM MECTE U IT0 APYTOMY
MOBOLY, C MEPBOro pa3a Bce MojyJyaercs Tonbko y bora.

Ho kak 6bl TaM HH ObUIO, 1 HE XOTell CIMLIKOM CHITh-
HO MEHATh cTWIb «CTpesika». [TotoMy 9T0 MHE Kaxercs,
YTO MPHU BCEX €ro HEOCTaTKaX B HEM €CTh KaKOe-TO 0CO-
60€e ouapoBaHue. U3MeHHUTD 3Ty KHHUTY IO HEy3HaBaeMo-
CTH — 3TO 3HaYWIO OBl OTPEYHCA OT TOrO YeJIOBeKa, KO-
TOPHIA NEepBLHIM €e HaMK1Ccall, el Toraa, B KOHLE BECHBI
U B Havase nera 1970 rona, a MHE 3TOr0 He XOTeNIOCh.

MHe X0TeNIoch — NpUyeM MO0 BO3MOXHOCTH A0 TOro,
KaK Noc/ieAHNe KHUTH CEpHUM BBUALYT B CBET — CHeJaTh
TaK, 9T00H HOBHIM YMTaTEIAM, KOTODHIM TOJIBKO ele
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NPENCTOMT MO3HAKOMUTHCA C «TeMHoi BamHeil» (4 cTa-
PHIM YHTATENISAM, KOTOPBIE 3aXOTAT BCIOMHUTb Hayalo),
6bUI0.JIErYe U npolle BOWTH B MUp Ponanna. MHe xore-
JIOCh, YTOOBI YMTaTENM MOJYYMIM KHUTY, B KOTOPOM
6bUTH 6B HaMeYeHbl OCHOBHBIE CIOXETHbIE JIMHHUM Clle-
Iylomux TomoB. Hazelocs, st cipaBuiics ¢ 3To# 3agayei.
A ceituac 06pamaiock K TeM, KTO ellie He 3HAaKOM C MUPOM
Baumu: 1 oueHb Hael0Ch, YTO BaM MTOHPABSITCA 3ACLIHUE
gyneca.. [lToroMy 9ro Mup Ponanma — 3to Mup uyyznec, a
€ro MCTOpUs — A0Jras cKa3ka. FIMeHHo Tak 5 ee U 3any-
Man. U ecnu TemHag BalnHsa OKOJIAYET U Bac, NyCThb AaXe
CaMyI0 MaJIOCTh, 3HAYMT, S CHeaJl CBOIO paboTy — pabo-
Ty, KOTOpas Hayanach B 1970-M u 3aBepiuniach B o6LIEM
K. uemoM B 2003-M. Xora cam PonaHa ckasan Gbl, 4TO
KaKHe-TO TPUILATD JIeT HUYero He 3Hayat. Ha camom
JieJie ecJIH ThI Bhilues Ha oumcku TeMHoit bawxu, T1e6s
yXe He 3a00TUT BpeMms.

6 gespann 2003



...KaMeHy, aucm, HeHalideHHAs 06epy; 0 KaM-
He, 0.aucme, o deepu. H 060 ecex 3absimbix auyax.

Haezue u odurnoxue npuxodum moi 6 usernanue.
B memnoii ympobe naweii Mamepu mut He 3Haem
ee AUYa; U3 mIopbMul ee nIomu 8uX00UM Myl 8
HeBbIPa3UMYIO 21YXYI0 MIOPbMY MUpa.

Kmo u3 nac 3nan ceoezo 6pama? Kmo u3 nac
3a2na06i6aa 6 cepdye ceoezo omya? Kmo u3 nac
He 3anepm naeeku 6 miopsme? Kmo u3 nac ne
0CMaemca HageKu YyNcuM U OOUHOKUM ?

...0, ympaverHwili u 6empoM onAaKaHHuii
npu3pax, 6epHUCH, 6EPHUCH.

Tomac Bynd.

B3rsiHH Ha IOM CBO#, aHTeN
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BO30OBHOBJIEHUE






asa 1
Crpenok

HYJICS CJICOOM.

3T1a nycTbiHA, anogeo3 BCeX NYCThHb, PaCTAHY-
Nachb 10 caMoro Heba, B He0603pHMYI0 GeCKOHEYHOCTD IO
BCEM HanpapjeHuAM — Gesias, cnernsiuasi, 00€3BOXeHHas
M COBeplLUEeHHO Oe3nuKas. TolbKo MyTHOE MapeBO rOpHO
rpAALI NPU3paYHO BHPMCOBHBAIOCH Ha TOPU30OHTE, H ele
M3peaKa nonanajiuch cyxue Mmyyku 6ec-TpaBhl, YTO NPH-
HOCHT M CNallKMe CHbl, ¥ KOLIMapkl, ¥ cMepTh. Pemxmit
HaATpOOHBIN KaMeHb CIIYXXWI YKa3aTeJieM Ha IyTH. Y3eHb-
Kas TpoIa, MpoOMBaloLLiast TOJNCTYIO KOPKY COJIOHYaKOB, —
BOT BCe, YTO OCTaJIOCh OT CTapoit cTon60BO#K AOPOrH, rae
KOTa-TO XOMWIM (DyproHYMKH H OBO3KH. C TeX Mop MMp
CABMHYJICA ¢ MecTa. MuUp omycre.

Ha cTpeJsika HaKaTWIO MHMOJIETHOE I'0JIOBOKPYXEHHE,
KOria Bce BHYTPH BODYr OODHIBa€TCSi H MHP KAXETCSH
3¢eMepHBIM, TOYTH NMPO3pavIHBIM. OHO GHICTPO NPOLLIO,
M, KaK ¥ MHPp, 110 Ybei TBEpIM ceiuac e CTpesioK, OH
TOXe COBUHYNCA ¢ MecTa. CTpesioK mesi CIOKOHHO, He

q €JI0BEK B YEPHOM YILEN B ITYCTHIHIO, H CTPEJIOK ABH~-
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TOPOMSACh, HO M He TpaTd BpeMEHM napoM. Bokpyr ero
nosica 06BMBaNICA Gypaiok ¢ Bonoil. Bypaiok 6but mouTH
TOJHBIA M HalIOMHHAI TYTO HabuTy10 KonGacy. Ctpenok
MHOI0 JIET IPAKTUKOBAICA B Kxeghe ¥ HOCTUT, MOXET ObITh,
IATOrO YPOBHA. Byab OH IMpaBEeAHUKOM M3 MIHHH, OH OB
BOOGIIE He MCITRITHIBAI XaX/bl; OH Obl TOrna HabaoaaN
3a TeM, KaK ero TeJIo TepsieT Boxy, 6ecCTpacTHO M HEBO3-
MYTHMO, M YBJIAXHSUI Obl paclIeIMHbI 3TOrO TeJIa U TEM-
Hiule NIyOMHBI €ro IyCTOT JIMIIb TOrAa, KOrAa pa3yM Mnoxa-
CKa3bIBaja OblI eMy, YTO 3TO AEUCTBUTEILHO HEOOXOAUMO.
Ho oH He 66U M3HHM, ¥ He TOKJIOHsUICS YenoBexy Uncy-
CY, M YX HMKaK He CUMTaJ ceOst mpaBefTHUKOM. MHBIMH
CJIOBaMH, OH GBUT CaMbIM OObLIKHOBEHHBIM CTPAaHHHKOM
M HWYEro He 3Hajl HaBepHAKa, KPOME TOro, 4To eMY YXe
Xodercss MUTh. XOTA He TaK CWIbHO, YTOOBI MUTh NPSAMO
ceityac. B KaKOM-TO CMBICIIE EMY 3TO AaXe HPaBWIOCH.
Tax 6GbU10 NOJIOXEHO B 3TOM Kpalo, Kpalo XaXAasl, a BCIO
CBOIO IOJITYIO XM3Hb CTPEJIOK TOJIbKO U A€JaJl, YTO MPH-
cnocabmmBaics K obcroarenscrBaM. U oH 310 ymeu.
ITon GypmiokoM NpsTaiuch peBoibBephl. Ero pesosb-
BEpH, 9YTO KaK BIIMTHIE JIOXKWIKCH B pyKy. OHH nepeLutu
K HeMy OT OTLIa, KOTOpHI# GBUT HUOKE POCTOM M HE TAKMM
KPYITHBIM, ¥ HX MPHIUIOCH YTSDKEJIUTh METAUTHYECKUMHU
miactiHaMu. I1apa peMHe#, nepekpelunBasch, ONOSChHI-
Baya ero 6expa. JIBe KoOyph OLUTH NPOMAciIeHbI TaK, YTO
He pPaCTPEeCKAIHCh JaXe OT Xapa 3Toro GecrnomagHoro
coHuA. XKenThe, TINATEILHO OTTIOJIHPOBAaHHBIE PYKOSTH
€ro peBOJibBEpOB ObUTH CeNIaHbI U3 JIydIlIeH cCaHAUTIOBOM
JpeBecuHL. [IpHKperieHHbIE K I0SCY KPEIKOii BEpeBKOM
M3 CHPOMATHOM KOXH, XOOYpH MOKAYUBATKCh ITPY XOAb~
6e, TsoKkesto yaapsas no GempaM. B aTHx Mecrax cMHAA
KpacKa Ha JDKMHCaX CTep/ach (2 TKaHb HCTOHYWIACH), H
NOJyYWIMCh ABE CBET/IbE XYTH, ITOYTH MOXOXHE Ha JABE
ynei6Ku. MemHbIe rHIb3hl TATPOHOB Y HEro B MaTPOHTa-
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L€ BCTBIXMBAIM U MepLaIM Ha COJIHLIE, OTpaXas ero
JIy4yM, Kak reauorpad. Tenepb NaTpOHOB OCTAJIOCH 3Ha-
YUTEJILHO MEHblIe, YyeM 6bu10. Koxka koOyp enBa yioBU-
MO MOTpeCKMUBaAJIA.

Ero py6axa 6ecuserHa, Kak JOXIb WIM NMbUTh. BopoT
pacrnaxHyT, CHIPOMSATHBIN IIHYPOK CBOGOMHO GosrraeTcs
B MPOOGHTBIX BPYYHYIO ObipKax. Ero uuisma naBHO more-
psanack. Kak 1 por — TOT, B KOTOPBIi TPYOAT, — KOTOPBIH
6BL1 y HEro KOraa-To; OH NOTePsUICS JaBHHIM-IaBHO, 3TOT
por, BbINaJ U3 PYKH YMHPAIOLLIErO TOBapHILIA, ¥ CTPEJIKY
He XBaTaJlo Ternepb HX 060HX.

OH OCTaHOBWJICSA Y MTOJIOroi JIOHHI (XOTH MeCKa B 3TOM
MyCTbIHE He O6bUIO — OIMH TBEPABIA CJIAHEL; ¥ MPOH3U-
TeJIbHbI BeTep, YTO Bceraa MpoOyXaacsa ¢ HaCTyTUICHH-
€M TEMHOTbI, TOZHUMAaJI TOJILKO KITyObl HECHOCHOIM ITbUTH,
enKO#M, KaK YHCTALIMI MOPOLIOK) U OIJIANeN paCTOITaH-
Hbl€ YTOJIbKM Majle€HbKOro KOCTepKa C MOXBETPEHHOM
CTOPOHBI, C TOI CTOPOHBI, OTKYZIa COJIHLIC YXOAHT PaHbILE.
Takne BOT MEJIOYH — 3HAKU, NONOOHBIE ITOMY, — JIMHI-
HHit pa3 noATBEpXIAlOLLIKeE MPEANoJiaraeMylo YeJioBede-
CKYIO CYLIHOCTb 4€JIOBEKa B YEpHOM, — BCEraa IOoCTaB-
JIAJIM eMy HecKa3aHHoe ynoBosbCTBHe. ['YOH cTpesnka
pacTAHyIHCh B Noao6ue ynbOKH Ha U3bEACHHBIX XXapoM
ITYCTBIHH OCTAHKaX JIMLA. YIHOKa BuIlIa 60J1e3HeHHOMH,
cTpaiHoii. OH npHcen Ha KOPTOYKH.

YesoBek B 9epHOM Xer 6ec-TpaBy, a KakK Xe MHaye.
Bec-TpaBa 31eCh — eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ropur. I'opur
OYEHb MEUIEHHO, 61eK/IBIM MaC/ISTHHIM TulaMeHeM. Jhionu
C MPUTPaHUIHBIX 3eMEJIb TOBOPHIIA EMY, 9TO 6€Chl XKUBYT
Jaxe B ee orHe. OHH, JIIOIH C FPaHHKIIB, XI/IH Gec-TpaBy,
HO He CMOTpeJiM Ha rwiaMsa. OHM rOBOPWIH, YTO, €CIIH
CMOTpETh Ha TU1aMs, Geckl Te6s OKQIIYIOT M yTaluaT K
cebGe. A MOTOM KaKOH-HMOYAb ZPYrod MAMOT, KOTOPHIH
TOXE 3aCMOTPHTCS Ha OrOHb, YBUAMT TaM TeOs.
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CoxOKeHHas TpaBa, elle OJHH CUMBOJI B YK€ 3HaKO-
MOM uaeorpaHUYECKOM y30pe, pacchinanach cepoii Gec-
CMBICITHLICH NOX LIapsIEii 110 KOCTPUILLY PYKO# CTpeJKa.
Cpenu neruia He ObLIO HUYEro, JIMLIb OOropeiblii Kycouek
6exoHa. CTpeNok 3amyM4YH1BO ero cbeil. Tak 6bu10 Beeraa.
VYxe gBa Mecslla OH IpeciiefyeT YEJOBeKa B YEPHOM B
9TOi MyCThIHE, B HECKOHYaeMOM, OMHOOOPa3HOM YHCTHU-
JIMLIE IMYCTOTHI, ¥ O CHX MOP He Hallejl HUYEro: TONbKO
3TH TMTHEHMYHO-CTepWIbHBIE MIEOrpaMMbl Mervia Ko-
crpoB. Hu pa3sy eMy He nonanoch Kakoi-H1Gyab 6aHKH,
OyTBUIKM WIH Xe Oypaloka (CaM CTpeJioOK BbIKMHYJ MO
Jopore YeThIpe WTYKH; NPOCTO BbIGpOCHII, Kak 3Mest copa-
ChIBa€T OTMEpLIYIO KOXY). UcnpaxHeHnit OH ToXe He
Bugen. HasepHoe, 4enoBek B YePHOM MX 3apbiBai.

A MoXeT ObITb, 3TH KOCTPHILIA — ONHA Oosbluas 3a-
mucka Bucoxum Cnorom. Ilo 6ykse 3a pa3. Kto ero
3HAaeT, YTO TaM HanucaHo. Jepacu ducmanyuro, dpyxcuuge.
Wnn, MOXeT OBITb: yace ckopo Korney. Unu, MoxeT ObITb,
Jaxe: a 6om nonpobyii Mena noiimams. Bnpouem, 310 yxe
He uMeno 3HayeHus. CTpeJika CoBepLIEHHO He BOJIHOBa-
JIO, O YeM TOBOPUTCS B 3THX 3aNMCKAaX — E€CJIM 3TO ObUIH
3anucku. Ero BONHOBAJO ipyroe: KOraa oH npuued, 3To
KOCTPHIIIE YK€ OCTBUIO, KaK U Bce ocTajbHbie. U BCe-
TaKy OH NpuOIM3MIcA K uesd. OH 3HaN 3TO HaBEPHAKA,
XOTA U He 3HaI — OTKyHma. MoxeT GbITb, MPOCTO YyTheE.
XoTa 3710 TOXe yXe He uMeno 3HayeHusi. OH noitner
Jaiblile ¥ OyaeT UATH, NOKa YTO-HUOYAb HE U3MEHUTCS.
A ecJIy IaXxe HUJYero He UK3MEHUTCA, OH BCe PaBHO NOHIET
Janswe. bor gacr, Oymer Boaa, KaK rOBOPAT CTapUKH.
Ecnu Bor Tak peiiuT, T0 BoAa 0053aTe/ibHO OyaeT — aaxe
B ImycThiHe. CTpeJioK NOTHSJICA, CTPSIXMBast Nene ¢ pykK.

Bosnbloe HUKAKKUX CJIE0B; BETEP, OCTPhIii Kak 6pHTBa,
IaBHO cpe3as Te OlegHbIe OTMeYaTKu, YTO MOMIH yIep-
XaTbCsA Ha TBepAOM ciaHue. BooGmwe Huyero. Hu mc-
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NMpaxHeHU, HU Mycopa, HUKaKHMX yKa3aHMi Ha To, rae
Mx Mornu 3akomatb. Huuero. Toabko 3TH OCTHIBLIHE
KOCTpM1lA BAOJIb APEBHEN TOPHOM KOpPOrH, Beoylieil Ha
I0ro-BOCTOK, U HEYMOJMMbIH AAJILHOMED Y HErO B rojio-
Be. XoTs, pasymeercs, GbLTO ellie KOe-YTO; NMPUTSDKEHHE
I0r0-BOCTOKA — 3TO HE IMPOCTO ABMXEHHE B 3alaHHOM
HanpaBJI€HUHN U He NPOCTOH MarHeTHU3M.

OH yceics U 03BoJI ceGe OTXIeGHYTb BOABI M3 Oyp-
ntoka. OH noxymMan 0 ToM MHMOJIETHOM IMOJIOBOKDYXKEHHH,
Korza eMy BAPYT NOKa3al0Ch, YTO OH MOYTH He NPUBA3aH
K Mupy. UHTepecHo, 4To 310 3HaUMT. Y noyemy B cBs3U
C 3TUM FOJIOBOKPY>XXEHHEM €MY BCIIOMHHWICH €r0 por u
nocineaHU# U3 CTapblX Opy3ei, KOTOPBIX OH NOTEPsSUI,
o6oux, naBHbIM-IaBHO, ¥ HMepuxoHckoro Xonma. Bemb
PeBOJIbBEPbl OCTAIUCHh — PEBOJIbBEPHI €r0 OTLA, — a 3TO
ropaszo BaxHee, YeM poOr... WiH Jaxe ApY3bs.

WUnu Het?

3710 GbL1 CTPaHHBII BONIPOC, TPEBOXHBII, HO TOCKOJTb-
Ky OTBeT ObUI OMH U BIMOJIHE ONpeNe/ICHHBIH, CTpEeJIOK
pcuin He noMaTh cebe rosioBy. Moxer OblTb, TO3Xe OH
ewle nopa3mMbicauT 06 3toM. Ho He ceituac. OH ornsiaen
NYCTbIHIO U MOAHSAN [/1a3a K COJIHLY, YTO CIYCKaJOCh
Tenepb K TOPH3OHTY M0 JafibHEMY KBapaHTYy Heba, KO-
TOpHiif — BOT TOXE TPEBOXHAasA MbICJIb — pacliojiarajics
yXe He coBceM Ha 3anane. CTpeJioK BCTall, BHITALIWI H3-32
nosica cTapblie, H3HOWEHHBIE NNEPYaTKH U MPUHSUICS PBATh
6ec-TpaBy misi cBoero Kocrpa. OH pa3jioXwi KOCTep B
KpyTe Ieruia, OCTaBJIeHHOIO YeJI0OBEKOM B 4epHOM. B 3T7OM
ToXe ObUIa UPOHHMS, KOTOpas, KaK ¥ POMaHTHKA XaX/Ibl,
Nnokxa3ajach CTPEJIKY NpuBieKaTesbHOK. [opbko#t, HO
NMPHBJIEKATE/IBHOM.

OH He cpa3y nocrajn CBoi KpeMeHb M Kpecano. OH
IoXAaaics, MoKa rocjaeqHHe rpobiecKu AHEBHOIO CBeTa
He o00paTtATcs B JieTyyee MapeBO Ha 3eMJIe MTOX HOraMH ¥
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B Y3KYIO SIIOBUTO-OPaHXEBYIO MOJIOCY Ha YepHO-GesioM
ropu3oHTe. OH TepneNuBO CHAE, M Ha I0ro-BOCTOK,
TyIa, TAe BRICWIMCH ropbl. OH HUYero He xnaan. OH He
HaJesUICH pPa3risafeTbh TOHEHbKYIO CTPYIKY AbiMa OT OpYy-
TOro KOCTPa WK OpaHXXEBYIO UCKPY IU1aMeHH. OH NpocTo
CMOTpeJl, MIOTOMY YTO TaK ObUIO HYXXHO. M B 3TOM TOXE
6bUI1a CBOSI rOpbKasi IPUBJIEKATENEHOCTD. «YTOOBI YTO-TO
YBHIETh, Hal0 CMOTPETh, MOHS, Thl, HENOYMOK, — FO-
popwi Kopr. — Bor nan HaM ria3a, 4To6b51 *UMU CMOTPETb.
BoT ¥ oTKpO#t CBOM GypKaJibi».

Ho taMm, B ropax, He 6bU10 HMuero. JIa, oH yXxe 6J1M30K
K LIeJIA, HO JIMIUb OTHOCUTENbHO Onu30k. Eule He Ha-
CTOJIBKO, 9YTOOBI B CyMepKax pa3risaeTh IbIM UK OpaH-
XeBblit Mpobineck KocTpa.

OH BBICEK MCKpY Ha OXalKy Cyxoif W3MeJIbYeHHOM
TpaBhbl, 60pMOYa 6€CCMBICIIEHHBIE CIOBA CTAPOT0 AETCKO-
o 3aKNTMHAHUA:

— WUckpa, uckpa B TeMHOTE, i€ MOii CHp, NMONCKa-
xemp MHe? Ycromwo a? IIponany s? IlycTb KocTep ropur
BO MTJIE.

Bot cTpaHHO: yelloBeK BBIpAaCTaeT W 3a0bIBaeT npo
JIETCTBO C €r0 PUTYaJlaMM ¥ peGAYEeCKUMH 3aKIMHAHMSA-
MH — MHOTI'0€ TepsieTco 110 A0pore, HO KOe-YTO BCe-TaKu
OCTaeTcsl, HaKpenkKo 3aCTPeBaeT B MO3rax, BLEIUIAETCS B
TeOs MepTBOM XBaTKOi, M THl Hecellb 3TOT rpy3 BCIO
XKHU3Hb, ¥ C KAXIBIM F'OIOM OH BCE TSDKEJIEE U TsKeee.

OH yJiercs Ha 3eMJTI0 C HaBETPEHHOH CTOPOHKI OT KO-
CTpa TaK, YTOObI MYpMaHALUHXHA NbIM, HABEBAIOLLWIA Ipe3Hl,
YHOCWICA B ITYCTBbIHIO. Betep, pa3Be 4yTo H3penKa MOOAHU-
MaBILHI B3BUXPEHHYIO NMbUIb, Ky CIOKOIHO X POBHO.

Hemuraoowue 3Be30bl Haj roJIOBOM CBETHJIM TOXE
CNOKOiHO U poBHO. MIWUIMOHEBI MHPOB U coiHL. 'ofo-
BOKPYXHUTEJIbHEIE CO3BE3MUs, XOJIOAHOE IU1aMs1 BCEX nep-
BO3JaHHBIX OTTeHKOB. [10Ka OH CMOTpE, TEMHO-JIMJIOBOE
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HeGo caenanoch YepHbIM. [TpoyepTHB OFHEHHYIO AyTy Hal
Crapoit Matepbio, BO ThMe MEJIbKHYJ U ITOrac MeTeop.
OroHb KocTpa oTOpachiBajl B HOYb NPUYYIUTUBLIE TEHH.
Bec-TpaBa MeieHHO Bbiropasia, Co3aBasi HOBbIH y30p —
He VIeorpaMMy, a NPOCTEHbKOE MEPEeKpecThe JIMHUM,
HaBeBaloLlee CMYTHbIii yXXac CBOe# qyxaoi 6ecCMBICIH-
e onpeneneHHOCThI0. CTpesioK BhIKJIaNbIBaJl TPABY IS
KOCTpHLIIA, He AyMas O KaKMX-TO Xy#oxecTBax. [1aBHoe,
yTOoOBI XOpowo ropeno. Ho y3op Bce-Taku nmomyymics.
OH paccka3sbiBajl 0 4epHOM U Gestom. O yenoBeke, KOTO-
pblii noanpaBui 6bl NEPEKOCHBLUYIOCS KapTUHY B HE3HA-
KOMOM roctiHuuHOM Homepe. Kocrep ropest MeuieHHBIM,
POBHBIM NaaMeHeM, H (DaHTOMBI IUISAICAIM B €ro pacKa-
JieHHOit cepauesuHe. CTpenok ux He Bupeda. OH cnain.
IBa y3opa, nioabl UCKYCCTBA U PEMECHA, CIIWINCh BO-
eauHo. Berep croHan, cnoBHO BeobMa, Ybe HYTPO pPa3b-
enaet pak. Ero xanpu3Hbie MOPLIBB TO U HEJIO ITOAXBA-
THIBAIM AYPMAHALUMIA IBIM H, KPYXKAaCb, OBEBAIH CTPEJIKa.
Taxk 4To OH BCe Xe BObixan aypMaH. U mypMaH TBOpWI
CHBbI, KaK €1Ba YJIOBUMOE pa3dpaXeHUe TBOPUT XKeMuy-
XWHY B YCTPHYHOIA pakoBiHe. NHO# pa3 CTpesIoOK CTOHA
BMecTe ¢ BetpoM. Ho 3Be3zinl GbUIHM paBHOOYUIHH! K €ro
TSDKKMM CTOHaM, KaKk OHM paBHOLYLUHBI K BOifHaM, pac-
MATUSAM ¥ BocKpeceHHUsAM. U B 3TOM ToXe OBUIA CBOS
ropbkasi MpUBJIEKATENbHOCTD.

OH crycTwiCA C NOC/NEOHEro U3 NMpearopyii, Beas 3a
coboit Myna, YbH [71a3a, BHIMyYeHHBIE OT Xapa, ObUH yXe
MepTBbl. TpY HeleNnu Ha3aJ OH MHHOBAJ NOCHAENHHIHA Iro-
POIOK, a MOTOM OBbUI TOJNILKO 3a0OpOLUEHHBIA TpakT, Aa
ellle U3peaKa NonagajlucCh CeNICHUA XUTeNel NpUrpaHu-
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Ybsl — CKOTUICHHS XMDKMH, MOKPHITbIX AIepHOM. To ecThb
KOrJa-To 3T0 GbUIM NMOCENeHHs, HO OHH AaBHO MpeBpa-
TWINCH B OTIEJIbHbIE XYTOpa, Ilie¢ OOUTaIM OAHHU MMPOKa-
XEeHHEBIe M noMeluaHHbie. EMy Gosblie HpaBWIMCh IO-
JoyMHele. ONMH U3 HUX Aan eMy KoMmnac «CuiiBa» M3
HepXaBelowUIei CTaJi M MOMPOCW NepeJaTh 3TY LITYKY
Yenoseky Uucycy. CTpelioK B3si1 €ro C CaMbIM CEPbE3HBIM
oM. Eci oH BeTpetut Ero, oH otnact Emy komnac.
Bpsin M, KOHeYHO, OH BCTpeTUT MHCyca, HO BCAKOE B
XHW3HU GbiBaeT. OmHaXIbl OH BUIEN TaXHHA — 3TO ObUI
YeJIoBeK C IOJIOBOM BOPOHa — M OKJIMKHYJ €ro, HO He-
CYaCTHBIN yponew cGexa, MpoKapKaB YTO-TO IOXOXee
Ha cjioBa. MoxeT OB Tb, aXe NMPOKJIATHS.

ITocnenHIo XHXKUHY, rae GbUTH JIIOAH, CTPEIOK MH-
HOBAJI NATH AHEH Ha3all, U OH yXe€ Hayal Nnoao3pesaThb,
YTO HUKAKHX XVDKHH Gonblie He GyaeT, HO, MOAHSABLUMCD
Ha rpe6eHb MOC/IeHEr0 MCCEYEHHOro BETPOM XOJIMA,
YBHAEN 3HAKOMYIO HU3KYIO KpbIlLY, MOKPLITYIO AEPHOM.

IToceneHew — Ha yAUBIAEHHEe MOJIONOi 4e€JIOBEK C
B3/IOXMaY€HHbIMM BOJIOCAMM LIBETA CNEJIOi KIYyOHUKH,
9TO CBHCAJIM NOYTH [0 T0SICa, — C HEHCTOBOM CTPaCTbiO
MpONaJkBal XWible KYKypy3Hbie BCxoabl. Myn u3pan
XKaJIOOHBLM XPHII, ITOCEe/IEHEeLl BCKMHYII FONI0BY; OH B3[JIA-
HYJI Ha CTpeJIKa, CJIOBHO NpHuenwicsa. OpyXus y HEro He
6bUT0. Bo BCAKOM citydae, Ha Buny. Iloceneneu nogHst
00e pyku B HeGpPeXXHOM IMPUBETCTBUY, CHOBA CKJIOHWICS
HaJl cBOeH KyKypy30ii Ha Gurkaiiieit K XuXXuHe rpsiaxe
M MPHUHSUICA BHIPLIBATh M KMOATh Yepe3 Iwieyo 6ec-TpaBy
M 3avaxiluue KyKypys3Hbie cretin. Ero miMHHbIE BOJIOCH
pa3BeBAMCh Ha BETpY. 31eChb BeTep OYJI NMPAMHUKOM H3
IYCTHIHH, rAe HeueMy OBUIO ero yaepXarb.

CtpenioK HeCHenIHo CITyCTHIICS C X0JIMa, Beds 3a CO-
60it Myna, KOTOpHI# Be3 GypaIoKM ¢ Bogoi. OH BCTall Ha
Kpaio KyKypy3HO# JENAHKH, OTXJIEOHY/I HEMHOIO BOJHI,
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YTOG6BI BO PTY MOABWIACH C/TIOHA, M CIUTIOHYJI Ha 3aCOXIITYIO
3eMJII0.

— I1oGpoit XXaTBbl TBOMM 10CEBAM.

— W TBOMM TOXE, — OTO3BAICA MOJIONOM MOCEJIeHEeLl.
Korna oH pa3orHyJcsi, y Hero B ClMHe YTO-TO SIBCTBEHHO
XpycTHYJ10. OH CMOTpeJI Ha cTpeika 6e3 crpaxa. EroJymmo —
TO €CTh Ta €ro MaJjiasi 4YacTh, YTO MPOCMATPUBAIACh MEXITY
KOCMaMHu U 60ponoii, — ObUIO YUCTHIM, €r0 He TPOHYJIa
THWIb MPOKa3bl, a 71a3a, pa3Be YTO YYTOYKY AMKOBAThHIE,
Ka3aJIMCh I1a3aMM HOpMaJibHOro yesioBeka. He mypuka. —
Honrux nHeit ¥ NPUATHBIX Houel Tebe, CTPaHHUK.

— Tebe Toro xe BaBO¥iHe.

— 9710 Bpan nu. — [NoceneHeu KOPOTKO XOXOTHYJI. —
Y MeHs1t HHUero HeT, TOJIbKO 606b1 M KyKypy3a, — CKa3aj
oH. — Kykypy3a 3agapom, a 3a 606b! Hano Oyner yero-
HUOYNb naTb. MHe MX NPUHOCHUT OAMH MYXHK. 3aXOOUT
clo/ia MHOTA, HO HUKOT/Ia He 3aiePXUBAETCSl HAIOJTO, —
[MoceneHeu onatb paccMesuicst. — boures xyxoB. U elue —
YyeoBeKa-NTHLLY.

— Sl ero Buaen. Yenoseka-nruily, 1 MMel0 B BUAY. OH
OT MeH# yoexan.

— Ara. OH 3a6myawncs. [OBOPHUT, YTO OH MILET Ka-
Koe-To MecTo. HasmiBaerca Anryn CbeHTO, TONBKO OH
MHoraa HasbiBaeT ero CunuM He6om win HeGecamu.
S1 MMYHO MOHATUA He MMelo, Iie 3T0. Thl He 3Haellb,
ciryyaitHo?

CTpeioK nokayaj rojioBoii.

— JIanmHO... OH He KycaeTCsl M HHKOMY He MEIaeT, TaK
YTO XpeH C HUM. A THI CaM XHBOH WIH MEPTBRIN?

— XuBoit, — 0TO3BAICA CTPEJIOK. — Thl FOBOPHILIb,
KaK M3HHH.

— 51 6BUT M3HHH, HO OYeHb HeI0r0. BHICTPO NoHsI,
YTO 3TO HE A MEHA; YX GOIbHO OHH KOMINaHeHCKue,
Ha MO B3IVIsi, U BEYHO UX TAHET HCKATh ALIPKU B MHPE.
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«9TO TOYHO, — NOAYMaN CTPENOK. — M3HHHU — Be-
JIMKHE ITyTeIIeCTBEHHUKM».

Eie MrHOBeHME OHM MOJTYa Pa3r/IAAbIBAJIM APYT ApPY-
Ta, a IOTOM ITOCeJICHEll ITPOTAHYJI CTPEJIKY PYKY.

— Mens 3oyt BpayH.

CrpeJioK 1noxai ero pyky u Haspan ce6s. U B aror
MOMEHT TOIIMMA BOPOH KapKHY/ Ha Kpblille 3eMJISIHKH.
IToceneHel TKHyJ TABIIEM B TY CTOPOHY:

— A 3710 30NTaH.

IIpu 3ByKe CBOEro HMEHH BOPOH €ll€ pa3 KapKHYJ H
CJeTelI C KpHIIUM NIPAMO Ha rojsiosy BpayHy, rae u ycTpo-
WICSA, BLIENUBITHCh 0GEMMH JIalIaMM B CITyTaHHYIO LLeBe-
Juopy.

— Jpatb T€6s1 BO BCE ABIPHI, — OTYETIMBO MPOKAapKa
BOpOH. — U Te6s1, 1 KOGBUTY TBOIO.

CrpenoK ApyXenoGHO KUBHYIIL.

— Bo6rl, 606bI, HeT My3bIKaJIbHEH ebl, — BIOXHO-
BEHHO IPOAECKIaMHUPOBaJl BOPOH, MOJIbLIEHHBII BHUMA-
HMeM, — 4eM GoJlbllIe COXpelllb, TeM 3BOHYEH nepaaHellib.

— 3T0 TH €ro yJuIb?

— Crhaercs MHe, HU4ero Goblile OH 3HaTh HE XO4eT, —
oto3Bajica bpayH. — Sl XaK-TO MBITAICA €r0 HaydMUTb
«OT1ye Hanw. — OH 00BeN B3IANOM Oe3NUKYI0 TBEpAb
mycThiHH. — Ho, caaercs Mue, OT4ye Halll — He 1S 3T0-
ro xpas. Tul crpesiok. BepHo?

— Jla. — OH ces1 Ha KOPTOYKM U AOCTAN KMCET C Ta-
6axoM. 3onTaH nepeneren ¢ rosoul bpayHa Ha ruteyo
CTpeJiKa.

— A s myman, CTpeJIKOB GoJiblIe HeT.

— EcTp, KaK BUIHIUB.

- Tt u3 BHyTpeHHero mupa?

CTpenok KMBHYyII.

— Toneko A TaM AaBHO He GBUIL.
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— Tam elle YTo-TO OCTaNOCh?

Crpeniok He OTBETH M cIenal TaKoe JIMLO, 9TO Cpa-
3y CTaIO MOHATHO: JIyyllle He MOAHMUMATb 3TY TEMY.

— HasepHoe, roHHLIBCA 33 TEM, APYTUM.

— Jla, — oTBeTHJI CTPEJIOK M TYT Xe 3a1ajl Hen30ex-
Hblt Bonpoc: — JIaBHO OH TYT Mpoxoxwn?

BpayH noxan nneyamu.

— He 3Ha10. 3nech BpeMst Kakoe-To cTpaHHoe. Y Ha-
MpaBJieHHe M pPacCTOAHMA — ToXe. boiblie, 9yeM nse
Hezaenu. Ho MeHblue aByx MecsiieB. TOT MyXHK, KOTOpBIf
MHe HOCHUT 600bi, C TeX Nop NMpMXOXMI ABa pa3a. Tak 910,
HaBepHoe, WeCTb Helelib. XOTA f MOTy OIIM0aThCA.

— Yem Gonbliie coXpelllb, TEM 3BOHYEH NepaaHeh, —
BCTaBWJ 30JITaH.

— OH TyT OCTaHaBIMBAICA? — CIPOCHJI CTPEJIOK.

bpayH KMBHY.

— Hy, Tonbko 4T06GBI OYXHHATH, KaK U Thl. TH Xe,
KaK s MOHHMMAl0, NMOYXHHaellb. Mbl MOCHAEH C HHUM,
MTOTOJIKOBAJIH.

Crpesiok MOAHSUICA, U BOPOH, MPOTECTYIOLIE KADKHYB,
nepebpayica 06paTHO Ha Kpbiury. CTpesika OXBaTWIa Ka-
Kasi-TO CTPaHHas IpOXb — APOXb NPEABKYLICHHS.

— W 4t0 oH Te6e rosopmn?

BpayH yIMBIEHHO TIPUTIORHT GpOBb.

— Jla Tak, HHuuero. CripaumBai, GHBaeT JIM TYT Y HaC
IOXIb, ¥ NaBHO JIX A1 31€Ch NIOCEIWICSH, K HE CXOPOHWI JIX
xeHy. Cnipocw, GbUTa JIX OHa M3HHH, M 51 CKa3al, 1a,
MOTOMY YTO MHE IT0OKa3aJioCh, YTO OH M TaK 3TO 3HAeT.
Bonran-to Bce Gobie s, 9T0 BOOOLIE MHE HECBOMCTBEH-
HO. — OH yMOJIK Ha MTHOBEHHE, M TOJILKO BOI BeTpa
HapyIiajn MepTBYIO THIIHHY. — OH KOJIIYH, BEpHO?

— IToMuMo nipoyero.

BpayH cepbe3HO KHBHYIIL.
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— 51 cpasy noHsan. OH BEITPSIXHYJ U3 pyKaBa KpoJiu-
Ka, YK€ OCBEXEBAHHOIrO M BhINMOTpolueHHoro. [Ipsamo
6epy ¥ Kianu B KoTel. A Thi?

— Konnyn? — Crpenok paccmesuics. — Her, s nipo-
CTO YEeJIOBEK.

— Te6e HUKoOrIa €ro He AOrHaTh.

— Hwuuero, noroHio.

Onu nocMoTpeNy APYT APYTY B [71a3a, BAPYT NPOHUK-
IIKCh B3aUMHOM CHMNAaTHEM: MoceleHEl Ha uccoxiuei
€ro 3emJie, 0BEBaEMOM IbUIbIO, U CTPEJIOK Ha CIaHLEBO

- TBEPIM, YX0IsALIeit B ITycThIHIO. OH 10CTa1 CBO# KPEMEHbD.

— Ha Bot. — BpayH BbITallMI U3 KapMaHa CITHYKY C
CEpHOM IoJIOBKOM M 3aXer ee, YUPKHYB 110 3aCKOPY3/IOMY
HorTio. CTpeNok MOHEC KOHYMK CBOEH CAMOKPYTKHM K
OTHIO 1 IIIyGOKO 3aTAHYJICS.

— Cnacubo.

— Tebe, HaBepHOE, HYXHO HAaMONHUTL CBOM Oypiio-
KH, — OTBEPHYBILIMCb, CKa3al nocejeHel. — TaM 3a no-
MOM — DOJIHHMK, NMPAMO IIOJ CKaTOM KpbILIK. A 5 MOKA
TIPUTOTOBNIO NOECTh.

CTpesioK HanpaBwiCsl Ha 3aHHil ABOP, OCTOPOXHO
nepecTymnai Yepe3 KyKypy3Hble rpaaki. PorHuk okasancs
Ha THe Bb'lp'lilT‘OI’O.'prqHYIO KOJIOAi1a, BLUIOXEHHOIO KaM-
HsIMH, 9TOGHI BOJA HE MOAMEIBA/IA TIOYBY, PacChIMIATYIO,
Kak ImbUtb. CITycKasich IO LIaTKOH IeCeHKe, CTPEeJIoK pac-
CYIWI TIPO ce0sl, YTO C KAMHSIMH BO3HM GbUIO MHHUMYM
rolia Ha IBa: HaGpaThb, HATaCKaTh, YJIOXWTh. Bola OKa3anach
YHCTO, HO TeK/Ia MEWIEHHO, TaK ITO JOJroe 310 GBUIO
JeJI0 — HAMOJHHUTH Bce Oypmokn. Korma oH 3aKkaHYWBal
CO BTOPHIM, 30JTTaH B3rpOMO3WICS Ha Kpail Kol0aua.

— Jipats 1e6s1 BO Bee muIphl. U 1€631, M KOGBLTY TBOIO, —
TIPEUIOXWI OH.

CrpenoK B3APOrHyJI ¥ IMOAHsN rMa3a. [ybuHa dyroB
NATHaMIaTh, HEe MEHbLIE; BpayHy HI4Yero 66 He CTOWIO
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c6pocuTh BHU3 KaMEHBb, NMPOJIOMHUTb CTPEJIKY FOJIOBY M
3a6paTh BCe CTPEJIKOBO N06po. Hu monoyMHeIi, HH 1ipo-
KaXeHHBI TaK Obl He NoCTynWwIM; HO BpayH — He IypHK
¥ He GonbHo#. U Bce xe BpayH eMy TOHpaBWICH, TaK 9T0
CTPENOK BBIGPOCWI 3Ty MEICIBL M3 IOJIOBH M HANOMHWI
ocTtaBluMecs 6ypaioku Boxoi. bor 3axoren — nossBHWIach
BOa, a Yero TaMm elle xouet bor, ¢ 3THM ITycTh pa3bupa-
eTcsl Ka*. A ero nejio MajleHbKoe.

Korna cTpenok Bollel B XYDKMHY, CITYCTMBINMCH 11O
JieCTHMIIE (BCE KaK MOJIOXEHO: XXWIbe YCTPOCHO TOA 3EM-
Jiefl, TONBKO TaK MOXHO CXBaTHTh M YIEpXaTh HOYHYIO
npoxnany), bpayH cuaen y KpoleYHOro ogara i nnepeBo-
pauyMBal B YTNIAX KYKYpy3Hble NMOYaTKH, MONEEBas MX
IepeBAHHOI1 nonaTkoil. JIBe mMOGKTHIE 1O KpasiM TapesKu
yXe CTOSUIM 1o 06eMM CTOpPOHaM BBILIBETLIEIO onesuia
MBILUKHOIO LIBETA, PacCTEJIEHHOro Ha mojry. Boma misa
6060B TO/ILKO e1lie Ha4a/la 3aKMINAaTh B KOTEJIKE Hall OTHEM.

— A 3amavy M 3a BOXY TOXeE.

BpayH aaxe He MOAHSUI NOJIOBHI.

— Bona — pap boxwuit. A 6066 NMPHHOCHT Nama-
mwa JJok.

Crpenok u3nan KOpOTKMit CMELIOK M YceJICsl Ha Mo,
NMPUCJIOHHUBILIHUCH CITMHOK K cTeHe. OH CIOXWI PyKM Ha
IPYAM M 3aKphUI [J1a3a. Bckope 1o KOMHATYHIKE pa3Hec-
sl 3amax XapeHOH KyKypy3hl. BpayH BHICHIIaI B KOTENIOK
NMaKeTHK CyXux 6060B, OHH rPOMBIXHY/IH, KAK KAMYIIKH.
CiBlIaoch H3peaKa MOBTOPSIOIIEECs myK-myK-myK —
3Tro 3ontaH GecriokoiHO xomwn mo Kphuime. Crpenok
yctan; 6hIBaNo, B CYTKM OH II€JI IO IIECTHAILATD, & TO U
BoOOILIe 0 BOCEMHaAUATh 9aCOB, YTOON OHICTpei oKka-
3aThCA KaK MOXHO JaJIblIe OT TOrO KOIMapa, IT0 Ipu-
xuoawics B Tawie, nocyienHed U3 AepeBeHb Yy HErO Ha

* Ka — B erunerckoit MHGONOrHH OQHA W3 XYUl YECJIOBEKA.
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TIyTH,. [IpuyeM nocneaHue ABEHaAUATh OAHEH eMy NpH-
mnocbmrm MEIIKOM; CHIBI MyJia GbUTH YK€ Ha npeaene.
‘Kak oH eme XuB — HenoHATHO. Pa3se YyTo B CHWITy npH-
BBLIYKH. KOT1a-TO CTpesIOoK 3HaJI OLHOTO YeJIOBEKa, Majlb-
qumKy mo uMeHM Illumun. Tak Botr. ¥ IlluMu 66U MyIL.
IInMM naBHO yXe HeT; HUKOro Gonblue HeT. OcTamich
JIMLLIB IBOE: CaM CTPEJIOK M YeJIOBEK B yepHOM. JIo Hero
IOXONWIH KAaKUe-TO CMYTHBIE CIIyXH 00 MHBIX 3eMJISX,
3eJICHBIX 3eMJIIX 3a NpeJe/iaMM 3TOro Kpasi — MX Hasbl-
BaloT CpeIMHHEIM MHPOM, — HO BEPWIOCH B 3TO C TPYAOM.
3eeHbie 3eMJIM B 3AELIHEM ITYCTBIHHOM Kpalo — 3TO KakK
JeTcKas CKa3Ka.

Tyx-myx-myk.

JBe Henenu, ckaszan BpayH, MakcumyM liectb. Ho
3TO He BAXHO Ha caMoM aene. B Taye Gbuv kaneHaa-
PH, ¥ OHM TaM 3aIIOMHWIH YesioBeKa B yepHoM. [ToToMy
9TO OH McLenwI crapuka. CaMoro o6bIKHOBEHHOTO CTa-
PHKa, YMHPAIOIIETro OT TpaBKM. CTapuKa TpUALATH MATH
ser ot poxy. U ecnu bpayH He omubancs, noiay4yaercs,
9TO Y€eJIOBEK B YEPHOM C TeX MOp MOYTPAaTHJI CBOE MNpe-
HMMYIIECTBO, a CTPEJIOK COKpaTwI pacctossHue. Ho my-
CTHHA ellle He 3aKoHYMnack. M mycTeIHA eme o6epHeT-
cs afmoM.

Tyk-myk-myk...

Odonxcu MHe ceou Kpvinbs, nmuya. S packuny ux wu-
DOKO-WUPOKO, U MeHA YHecem 80CX00AUUil Nomox.

OH 3acHyII.

BpayH pa36yaun ero yepe3s yac. Beuto Temuo. EnuH-
CTBEHHHIH NPOGJIecK CBeTa — TYCK/IO-BHIIHEBOE MepLa-
HHE YTONBLKOB B OYare.
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— TBoit Myn npukasan o04ro XuTh, — cKa3an bpa-
YH. — [IpymMu MoM coGoJie3HOBaHUA. Y XXKHH rOTOB.

— Kak?

BpayH noxain rje4yamu.

— lNonxapeH U cBapeH, a Kak uHaye? OyeHb pa3bop-
YUBbIi1, Aa?

— Her, s npo myna.

— IpocTo ner u He BCcTan. BunHo Xe, cTapeiit 6UI
Myn. — OH nmoMosuan u 106aBwi, Kak ObI U3BHHAACH: —
3onTaH ckieBa rnasa.

— Ara. — JToro ciieoBajio oXxunarb. — Hy na namHo.

Koraa oHM ycenuchb y omesia, YToO CIYXWIO 31eCh
BMecTO cTona, bpayH elue pa3 H3yMu CTpeika, UCITIPOCHB
KpaTKoro 6/1arocioBeHMs: IOXKAs, 310POBbS ¥ MPOCBET-
JIEHus ayuie.

— A Tbl BepHlIb B 3arpoGHYI0 XH3HB? — CIIPOCHI
CTpeNoK, Koraa bpayH BLUIOXWI eMy Ha TapeiKy TPH
ObIMSALIMXCA KYKYPY3HBIX OYaTKa.

BpayH KuBHYy.

— Cnaercs MHe, 3TO OHa M €CTb.

v

Bo6b1 6BUTH KaK MyJH, KYKypy3a — He Marde. CHapy-
XU BbUI BeTep, 00MyBasi MOKATYIO KphILIY, CBUCAIOLIYIO IO
3eMTH. CTpeJoK eJi GBICTPO M XaIHO, 3aITHBas ey BONOH.
OH BBHIIWI LENBIX YeThipe Yaluku. OH eme He Hoel, Kak
BAPYT pa3fiajiCsi CTYK B JIBePb, CJIOBHO KTO-TO CTPOIHII H3
nmynemera. bpayn Bcran u Byctin 3osraHa. BopoH ne-
peneres Yepe3 KOMHATY M YTPIOMO YCTPOMJICS B YTOJIKE.

— Her My3mikanibHel enst, — GypKHYN OH.

— Ciywait, a THl He JyMas €ro CbeCTb? — CIIPOCHI
CTPEJIOK.
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IToceneHeu paccMesuics.

— XMBOTHHE, YMEIOIHE FOBOPHUTD... UX HE €IAT, —
cka3al oH. — IITHLEL, YIIACTHKK-ITYyTaHUKU, 606bI-ge-
JIOBEKH. Y HMX MSACO XECTKOe.

ITocne yXuHa cTpenok mnpemwioxun bpayHy cBoif
Tabak.

«Ceityac, — nomyman crpenok. — Ceityac 6yayT Bo-
MPOCH».

Ho bpayH He 3aaBan HHKaKuX BonpocoB. OH MoJya
Kypwi Tabax, BHpallleHHBIN B ['apiaHe gonrye roasl Ha-
3all, ¥ CMOTpEJl Ha NOropalolliMe yroibku. B XxvxuHe
CTaJI0 3aMETHO NpoXJIagHee.

— U He BBeaM HAaC BO HCKYILIEHHE, — Bblaal 30JITaH.
HeoxuaaHHO, KaK OTKPOBEHHE.

CrpenoK B3ApPOrHy/, Kak GynTO B HEr0 KTO-TO Bbl-
cTpesiil. Y Hero BAPYT BO3HHMK/IA YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO BCE
3TO WULIO3USA, HaBaXAEHHKe. YTo yeJIoBeK B YepHOM HacJjial
Ha Hero CBOM 9apH M MbITaeTCs YTO-TO eMy cKa3aTb. [1o-
CpeICTBOM TaKMX MIHOTCKHMX U GECTOJIKOBbIX CHMBOJIOB.

— 3Haelp TaKo#i roponok, Tan? — cnpocui OH.

BpayH xuBHYII.

— 3axomwi Ha myTH ciona. M moToMm eilie OMMH pas,
YyTO0OHl NpPOAaTh KYKypy3y H XJIONMHYTh BUCKK. B TOT ron
TyT GbUI moXab. MMHYT nsTHagUaTh, HaBEPHOE, JIWI.
3emiis, BepHIUb JIM, CJIOBHO pacKpbUIaCh U TMOIJIOTWIA
BCl0 Boxy. M yXxe uepe3 yac CHOBa cTaJjia CyXoi H GeJioi.
Kak Bcerna. Ho xykypysa... boxe Moit, Kykypy3a! Beuio
BMIOHO, KaK oHa pacrer. Ho 310 emie Huyero. Ee Geuto
caviunro, 6ynTo noxan aan e ronoc. Xors U 6e3panocr-
HBI# rooc. OHa Kak GyaTo B3AbIXaia W CTOHaIa, BHIOK-
pasch u3-nox 3eMiu. — OH nomMorgal. — 3aTo ypoawiach
Ha cJiaBy. MHe naxe Bpoje Kak MUKy 66uto. Tak 4To s
B3sU1 M ipopai ee. Ilanama JIok npefnaran, AaBai, MO,
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s poaaM, yero Te6e-To Tackarecsd. Ho oH Ob1 MeHs 06-
Xynwi. Bot s cam # nouues.

— Tebe TaM He NOHpPaBWIOCH?

— Her.

— A MeHs TaM ellBa He YOWIH, — CKa3aJl CTPeJIOK.

— Kak Tak?

— S ybun yenoBeka, KOTOPOro KOCHYJIaChb NECHMIIA
boxus. Tonbko 3T0 ObL1 HE bor. A TOT 9eoBek, ¢ Kpo-
JIMKOM B pyKaBe. enoBeK B YEPHOM.

— OH 3T0 cneuuaJbHO NMOACTPOMIL. 3aMaHWI Te6s B
JIOBYLUKY.

— TBos npaBna, 3a npaBay — cracu6o.

OHM CMOTpeIH IpyT APYTY B rj1a3a, CKBO3b ITOJTyMpax.
B 3toM 3acThiBlIeM MTHOBEHWHM YYBCTBOBQJIach HeKas
6e3bicxonHas 3aBepLUEHHOCTD.

«Celtvac 6ynyT BOTIPOCHI».

Ho BpayH no-npexHeMy He 3a1aBajl HHKaKHX BOITPO-
coB. OH MyCOJIW CBOIO CaMOKPYTKY, [TOKa OT Hee He
OCTa/ICA AbIMALLMIACA YHHAPHK, HO KOrAa CTPEJIOK IIo-
XJionan rno Kucery, npeanaras eue, bpayH Toibko MOTHYI
roJIoBOiA.

3oaTaH BecTpeneHyics, cobpaics 6bUI0 BHICKA3aThCA,
HO CMOJTYaI.

— A MOXHO, 1 paCcCKaxy? — CIpOCWJI CTpeNoK. —
Boo6iue-To 1 He 0c0O6eHHO pPa3rOBOPYHMBHIN, HO...

— HHorna Hano BHIOBOpHTHCA. ThI paccKa3niBait, a
1 Oyxy Ciymarb.

CTtpesiok nonksITaics nopodparp CJI0Ba, YTOOK HA9aTh
pacckas, HO He CyMeJl HHYero IMpHIyMaTh.

— MHe Hago OTNUTh, — CKa3aJl OH.

BpayH KMBHYII.

— B xyKypyay, ara?

— ScHoe aeno.
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OH noxHsICA MO JIECTHULE M BbIlLEN B HOUb. B HeGe
Mepuanu 3pe3nbl. Berep Guics, Kak nynbc. Moua apo-
Xaueit cTpyeil mponmiach Ha MCCOXIlee KyKypy3Hoe
nosie. JTO OH, YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM, 3aMaHUJI €ro Cloja.
MoxeTt 6uTh, BpayH u ecTh 4yenoBeK B YepHOM. Mo-
XeET OBITb...

OH oTOrHaiu ot ce6s 3TH MBIC/IU, TPEBOXHEIE U Gec-
nonesHbie. OH MOXET CIIPaBHTLCS C YEM YTOOZHO, KpOMeE
OIHOTO: CO6CTBEHHOro 6e3ymus. OH BepHy/IcA 06paTHO
B XVDKHHY.

— Hy yr10? TH pewnn, HaBaXIaeHHE A WK HET? —
cnpocui BpayH.

Crpesiok B3IPOTHY/l 1 Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCTbLl1 Ha CTy-
neHbke. IToTOM HETOPOILIMBO COLLEN BHH3 U CEJl Ha CBOE
NpeXHee MeCTo.

— a BOT noka aymaio. A Thl HaBaXIeHue?

— Ecnu ja, TO 51 Kak-To He B Kypce.

OtBeT He cKa3aTb YTOOH OCOGEHHO YTEeUIUTENbHBIMA,
HO CTpeJIOK pellliI, YTO COMIET U Tak.

— Tak s Havan npo Tam.

— Pacrer roponok?

— Ero 6onblue Het. SI youn Bcex, — cKa3asl CTpeJioK,
a npo ce6s x06aBwI: «A Teneps A yObIo M Tebs, XoTs Obt
MO TO¥ NpPHYHHE, YTO MHE HANO BBICTIATHCS, a TAK MHE
npuaeTcs NPUIISAALIBATh 32 TO60M. Kak-To He Xo4eTcs
craTh B OMMH I7a3s. Kak oH 10 3toro pokarwica? U 3a-
9YeM TOTZa FHaThCA 32 YeJIOBEKOM B YEPHOM, €CJIM OH CaM
CTaJl TAKKM Xe, KaK ero Bpar?

BpayH cka3an:

— MHue Huyero or Te6s He HyXHO, CTpesioK. Pa3se
YTO BOT: KOIZIa THl yi{iemb, MHE Obl XOTEeJIOCh OCTaThCA
Ha 3TOM cBeTe. Sl He cTaHy Te6s YMOJIATb COXPAaHUTh MHE
XH3Hb, HO 3TO HE 3HAYHT, YTO MHE HEOXOTa MOXHUTBH eLIe.

Crpenok 3aKpbul I1a3a. B rosiose BCe IUIBLIO.
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— CKaxXu MHe, KTO Thl, — XpHIUIO BBIIaBHJI OH.

— Ipocto yenopek. BnosnHe 6Ge306MAHBIN K He Xe-
naowui Te6e 3na. U ecnu Thl Bce elue Xouellb paccKa-
3bIBaTh, s1 OyAy CITYLIATh.

Crtpenok mMonvain.

— JlanHo, 51 noHsu1. Thl HE YCITOKOHIIBCS, ITOKA S He
nornpoiry Tedst paccKkasaTtb, — cka3an bpayH. — Bor a u
npoiuy. Tel MHe pacckaxels npo Tamwr?

Teneps cnoBa npuuwin caMu. CTpeNtoK Jaxe caMm Io-
pa3wicsi TOMy, KaK OH Jierko noaoupaer ciosa. OH 3aro-
Bopwi. [ToHayany — KakWMH-TO BSUTBIMH, HEBRIPa3HTEJIb-
HBIMHM PbIBKaMH, HO MaJIO-IOMaJTy paccKa3 BBUTWICH B
IL1aBHOE, MOXET OBbITh, JaXe CJIErka MOHOTOHHOE [TOBECT-
BoBaH#ue. B ronose nposicHWwiock. Ero oXsariio Kakoe-1o
cTpaHHOe BO30yxneHWe. 'oBopwn CTpesok xoaro, mo
no3nHei Houu. bpayH ciayman He nepe6uBasg. U Bo-
POH TOXe.

\'J

OH xyrmun Myna B [1paiicrayHe, 1, KOTia OHH NPHILTA
B Tann, Myn Geu1 ewie monoH ciwi. CoNHIle 3aIuIo 4ac
Has3all, HO CTPeJIOK MPONOLKa WATH, OPUEHTHPYSCH NO-
Havary Ha 0TOJIECKH N'OPOACKMX OrHeil B HeOe, a ToTOM —
Ha HEEeCTECTBEHHO YMCThIe 3ByKM KaGalKOro ImMMaHHHo,
Ha KOTOpoM urpaiu «Jit, JIxyn». Jlopora 3aMeTHO pac-
LIUPWIACh, KaK peKa, Bonpalomas B ce6st mnpuToku. Boonb
IOpPOTH CTOSUTH CTOJIOKI C HCKPOBRIMM (POHApPAMH, HO KX
CBET JaBHO yMep.

CTpenoK yxe U He MOMHW, KOraa 3aKOHYWICH JieC.
Tenepp OH CMEHWICA OXHOOOPA3HLIM, YHBUIBIM Iei3a-
XeM npepuii: 6e36pexHuie 3a6poLLeHHbIE TTOJISA, 3apOC-
[IMe HU3KUM KYCTaDHMKOM M THMO(eeBKO, Xaikue
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JIA9yTH, 3N0BelIue, GpolIeHHbIe MOMECThs, XpaHUMBbIE
CYMpa4yHBbIMH, CJIOBHO MOTPYXX€HHbIMU B TAXKUE HYMBI
0COOHAIKaMH, rlie, HECOMHEHHO, BOMWINCH IEMOHbI; 110~
KHHYTbIE BCEMU CKOCOGOYEHHbBIE XUbaphl, OTKYAa JIIOAU
yuutn 1460 1o co6GCTBEHHOIt Bojie, IM60 UX BBIHYAWIH
YIATH; peIKYI0 XIDKUHY TTOCeJIeHLa, OCTaBLUErocsi Ha Me-
CTe, BHIaBAJIO Pa3Be YTO ONWHOKOE MEpPLAHWE TOYEUKH
CBE€Ta BO TbME IO HOYaM, a IHEM — YTpIOMOE, IBHO BbI-
poXnaloLeecs: CeMeCTBO, MOJNYa TPYAMBLIECCS Ha CBO-
€M YaxJIoM nojie. 31ech B OCHOBHOM CEsUIM KYKYpy3y U
eme — 000bl WK ropox. Ciryyaiioch gaxe, YTO Kakasi-
HUOYAL OTOMIAaBMIass KOPOBEHKA TYNMO Tapallujaach Ha
CTpenKa CKBO3b Npopexy B 0004paHHO NMOKOCHBLIEHCS
u3ropomu. YeTbipe paza MMMO NMpOEXaiy MOYTOBbIE Ka-
peTH: IBe — HaBCTpeYy, IB€ — B TY X€ CTOPOHY, 4TO H
cTpeniok. B 000rHaBmux ero kaperax noutv He ObUIO
MacCaXupoB; B T€X, YTO KaTUJIX B 00paTHYIO CTOPOHY, K
JiecaM Ha cesepe, Hapoay 6su10 no6onbue. MHoraa no-
nagaiuch ¥ epMephbl Ha CBOMX ILIATKUX NOBO3Kax. OHU
CTapaTeIbHO OTBOAMJIM TN1a3a, YTOOLl HE BCTPETHUTHCHA
B3[JIAAIOM CO CTPAaHHHUKOM C PEBOJIbBEPAMH.

YHuUIHIA, YpOWIHBBIHA Kpail. C Tex nMop Kak CTPesioK
nokuHyn IlpaiictayH, JoXap wen ABa pa3a, u o6a pa3sa
Kak 6yaro Hexots. Jlaxe TpaBa THMO(eeBKa Gblna XenToM
U BsUIO. DTO CTpaHa HE IS XU3HU: pa3Be YTO OLICTPO
MpOWTH ee U 3a0bITb. U HUKAKHUX CNEeNoB YesoBeKa B Yep-
HoM. Ho BO3MOXHO, OH CeJl B KapeTy.

Jopora u3orHynach gyrov. Cpa3sy 3a nOBOpOTOM CTpe-
JIOK OCTaHOBWICA M TNAHYN BHU3, Ha Tamn. Toponok
PACHONOXWICA Ha AHE YALIEBUAHON IONUHBI — NMOANCIIb-
HbI#i caMol1BeT B aelieBoi onpase. Koe-rae ropen cBer,
B OCHOBHOM OrHM COCPENOTOYWIMCH TaM, TA€ 3BydYasia
My3biKa. YUl Bpoae Obl ObU10 YeThipe, TPH H3 KOTOPBIX
UTH MOJ, TPAMBIM YTIOM K [IPOe3XeMY TPaKTy, ClYy>XXHB-
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LueMy OIHOBPEMEHHO M T1aBHO#M ynuuel roponka. Moxer,
TYyT ecTb pectopaHuYMK. COMHHMTEILHO, BIPOYEM, HO
BOPYT... CTpeNIOK MPUKPUKHYN Ha Myna: «[Towen'»

Tenepb nOMa BIO/b HOPOrM CTOSUIM BCE 4alle, HO
MOYTH BCE — MO-NpexHeMy Heoburaembie. CTpenok Mu-
HOBaJl KPOXOTHOE Ki1anOuiiie. 3ariecHeBebie, TOKOCHB-
LIHeCs nepeBsAHHbIE [UTUTHI YTOHYJIM B OYifHO pa3pociieii-
csa 6ec-TpaBe. A elue yepe3 MATb COTEH QYTOB CTPEIOK
TIOPAaBHSUICS C M3XEBaHHBIM yKa3aTeJleM C HaIIUChIO:
TANN.

Kpacka noo6nynunace, Tak YTo pa3o0paTh HaIImMch
Ha yKa3aTejie CTal0 NMpakTHYeCKH HeBO3MOXHO. YyTh
noaaibilie ObUT elle OAUH YKa3aTesb, HO CTPEJIOK TaK H
HE CMOr MPOYUTaTh, YTO TAM HAMMUCAHO.

Jypauuinsbiit XOp NONYTIbAHLIX FOJIOCOB MOMHSIICA B
nociaeaHeM NpOTSHKHOM Kyruiete «Jif, Ixyn» — «Haa-
Haa-Haa Haa-Ha-Ha-Ha... 3i, JIXy....», — eNBa CTPEJIOK
BCTYNWI B YepTy ropoaka. 3ByK OblI MEPTBBIM, KakK Iy-
IieHHe BeTpa B AyIule NMpOrHMBiIero aepesa. M nump
npo3anyeckoe OpeHuYaHKue Kabaukoro NHaHHHO yaepXa-
JIO CTpEJIKA OT CEPbE3HbIX pa3AyMHUH O TOM, YX HE BhI-
3Bajl JIK Y€JI0BEK B YEPHOM NPU3PAKOB, YTOOLI HACEUTh
MU 3TOT 3a6pOILEHHBIA ropoa. 3Ta MbICIb Bbi3BaNa Y
HEro ynbIoKy.

Ha ynuuax 6suin miopu. He MHoro, Ho 6butd. Tpu
ZaMbl — BCE TPH B YepHBIX OpIoKax M OMMHAKOBEIX OiTy3ax
C BbICOKHMH CTOSTYMMU BOPOTHMKAMH — MPOLUIM MHMO
CTpeJiKa I10 ApYroii CTOpOHE JOPOTH, MOMYEPKHYTO MIAls
B cTopoHy. Mx iMua Kak GyaTo IUIbUIM Hal Hepas/iniu-
MBbIMH NoA CBOGOAHOM 0ZIeXI0i Te1aMH, TOTHO GoJIbLIHE
6senHble MIapHl C rIa3aMH. MpayHOro BHIA CTapHK B
COJIOMEHHO# LUIsANe, Kpenko CHaALeH Ha caMOi MaKyI~
Ke, Ha0Jiofa 3a HUM CO CTyneHel KphuUThLia 3aK0JIOYeH-
Holi 6axayelHoi IaBKH. XyIOWKHA ITOPTHOM’, 3aHATHIA
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C IIO3THHUM KJIMEHTOM, Ha MTHOBEHHeE TIpepBajl paboTy
TPOBOOWI CTPEJIKA B3IVISIAOM; OH JaXe MOJHEC K OKHY
JiamIry, 9ToOBl nosyyiue pa3risagerb. CTpenok KUMBHYIL
Hu nopTHO#, HM KIHEHT He KUBHYIHU B oTBeT. OH GyK-
BaJIbHO (PM3NYECKH OLLUYLNAI, KAK UX B3MISIAbI BIIWIKCH B
KoOypH y Hero Ha Geppax. IlauaH ser TpUHamUAaTH U
JIeBYIOHKA — TO JIM €I0 CeCTpa, TO JIK MOIPYXKa — repe-
LIUTH 9epe3 Y/IMLLY, TOMEeTUB KaKy10-TO HONI0 MTHOBEHUS.
INponum, mMOTHUMasi HOraMM MbUIb, 3aBHCABLIYIO B BO3-
IyXe MaJICHbKMMH 00J1aukamMu. 3aech, B ropoake, oHa-
pv paboTany, HO 3TO GbUIM He 3teKTpUdecKue hoHapH;
MX CTEKJIAa JaBHO ITOTYCKHENHX OT TOJICTOrO C/Osi Macjisi-
Horo Harapa. Koe-rae ¢oHapy 6butn pa3outsl. bouna Tyt
M IUIaTHasi KOHIOUIHA, KOTopas JepXajlacb, HaBEepHOe,
TONLKO TEM, 9TO Yepe3 ropoioK MPOXOAUJI MapLIPYT MoY-
TOBEIX KapeT. CO0Ky OT Bxoa B KOHIOUIHIO TPOC MaJlb-
YHIIeK MOJIYa CHIEIIM Ha KOPTOYKAX BO3JIE M0J151 ISt HIPbl
B IIapPHKH, HA9€PYSHHOTO B IbUIX, U CMOJTWIY CaMOAEJIb-
HBI€ NanMpocHl U3 KYKYPY3HbIX 06epToK. UX minHHBIE
TEHH NPOJIETTA Yepe3 ABOPUK. Y oqHOro Oblia Lisina co
CKOPITMOHBHUM XBOCTOM, JIMXO 3aTKHYTHIM 32 JIEHTY. Y BTO-
poro — 6eMbMO Ha B3AYTOM, BbIIE3alOIEeM U3 OpOUTH
ria3y. Ha esoM.

Crpeitox nmpoBesi MMMO HHUX MyJia ¥ 3arfigsHyl B Cy-
Mpa4yHble ITyOMHB KOHIOWHU. EnMHCTBEHHas namna
eJe-eyie KonTwia. B ee paccesHHOM cBeTe B3AparvBajia
M IUACAJIa TEHb — AOJTOBA3LIA HECK/IAOHLIA CTapHUK B
KOMOHHE30He, HaTAHYTOM NpPAMO Ha rojioe TeJio, Noaue-
BaJI [POMaHBIMH BWIamMH OOJIbLIME OXaNKHW CEHa U pa3-
MaIIKCTO, C YXaHbEM, NepeBUTMBA UX HA CEHOBAJI.

— D! — OKJIIMKHYJ €ro CTpeJioK.

Bwisl AporHy/M, ¥ XO3fIMH C pa3fpaxeHuem o6ep-
HyNCA.

— Ce6e mo3itkait!
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— Y MeHs MyJ.

— Xopouwuo Te6e.

Crpenok wBkIpHYN B MOMYTbMY 30J10TOM. Tsokeayio,
HEpOBHO OGTOYEHHYIO MO KpasiM MOHETY. OHa CBEpKHY-
Jla ¥ TJIyXxo 3BSKHYJIa O CTaphlie HOCKW, MOCHIMaHHbIE
CEYKOM.

XO0351MH BbILIEN Briepel, HAKIIOHWICH, TIONHSUI 3010~
TOiA, MOAO3PUTENIbHO MOKOCUJICS Ha CTPeJTKa M, Ha MIHO-
BEHHeE 3alepXXaB B3I Ha €ro MOPTYTEX, KUCIO KUBHYIL.

— Hanonro ero ocrasnseuib?

— Ha Houb, Ha aBe. MoxeT, Gosbile.

— VY MeHs HeTy Coayu.

— Caauu He Hano.

— CrpensiHble JEHEXKH, — OYPKHYN XO35HH.

— Yr0?

— Huyero. — Xo031MH NOAXBATHI Y3HEUKY U MOBEJ
MyJa B capaii.

— W noumncry ero xopoieHbKo! — KPUKHYJI CTPEIOK
BAOroHkKy. — [Ipuny — nposepio!

CrapuK naxe He 06epHycs. CTpeJIOK BBILLIET K MaTh-
YyuIKaM, 4TO CUAEAH Y nons s wapukoB. OH eme
paHblLEe 3aMETW1, YTO OHH HAGMIONAIOT 32 MX NEepenaIKoH
CO cTapbIM Xpbi4oM. [IpuueM HaGAI0AAIOT C Npe3pUTENb-
HbIM UHTEPECOM.

— Jlonrux nHei ¥ MpUATHBIX HOYE, — CKa3aJl CTpe-
JIOK, MbITasICh 3aBA3aTh Pa3roBoOp.

Her orBera.

— Bmi, pebsTa, 3aech, YTO JIM, XuBere? B ropone?

Het orBeta. Ho napeHb co CKOPNMMOHLUM XBOCTOM
Ha LlIAne, OX0Xe, KUBHYJI N'OJIOBO.

OnMH 13 MILYMLUEK BBIHY/ M30 PTa JIHXO CKPY4eH-
HYI0 NanupocKy U3 KYKYPY3HOii 06epTKH, 3aXan B KyJia-
Ke 3€JIeHBI WapuK — KOluayuii mia3 — W myJbHYN ero
B KpYT Ha 3emte. IllapuK ynapun B «KBaKymKy» ¥ BRIGKI
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ee 3a npenensl nons. ITapHUILKa MOAHSI CBO# KaMyllieK
M NPHIOTOBWICSA K HOBOMY <«BBICTpEIIY».
— I'me TyT MOXHO 1NoecTb? — CIPOCHJI CTPEJIOK.

OmMH Y3 HUX, caMblif Myamuuil, COM3BONWI-TAKH

TOOHATDH TOJIOBY. YTOJIOK €ro pTa yKpailiajga 350poBasi
OnsaM06a npocTyAbl, HO I1a3a Yy Hero OblIM BIIOJHE HOP-
MaJIbHBIE H NTOKA YTO 6ECXHTPOCTHbIE U HauBHbIE. Bripo-
geM, B TAaKOM TYXJIOM MeCTe 3Ta HauBHOCTb HOJITO He
nipotsiHeT. OH CMOTPEJI Ha CTPeJIKa C IU10XO CKPbIBAEMbIM
YAMBJIEHHWEM, OYEHb TpOraTeJbHbiM U OAHOBPEMEHHO
MyTaloUM.

— ¥ lle6a GuiBalOT GUGLITEKCHI.

— 310 B TOM Kabake?

ManpyuK KMBHYIL:

— Ara.

B3risaH ero ToBapuileii Caenaluch BAPYT KOMIOYUMU
¥ BpaxaeOHBIMHU. ManbuullIKe, OXoXe, Npuaercs Aopo-
IO 3aIU1aTHTDb 3a TO, YTO OH N'OBOPHJI C YYXKaKOM TaK Apy-
XeM00HO0.

CTpeNnoK NnofHec pyKy K MOJisiM CBOEI LLUIATILL.

— bnaronapcrByio, napHu. BbwU10 NMPUATHO Y3HATh,
YTO B 3TOM I'OpPOAE €CTh €Ll JIIOAH, Y KOTOPBbIX XBaTaeT
MO3I0B, YTOOBI CBA3HO CK/IaAbIBaTh 3BYKH B CJIOBA.

OH noaHsUICA Ha JOWIATHI HACTHJI M 3aliaraj BHH3
mo ynuue K 3aseneHHIo Ille6a. 3a cnuHoOM y Hero npo-
3BY4YaJl 3BOHKHH NMPE3pUTEIbHBINA ros10C KOro-To U3 TeX,
nsonx. CoBceM elue AeTCKHIA AUCKAHT:

— TpaBoen! U naBHO, HHTEPECHO, ThI APIOYHM LI CBOIO
cectpy, Yapmm? Tpasoen!

A noToM — 3BYK y/apa M IuUiay.

Y Bxona B KaGaK rope/y aX TPH KepOCHHOBbBIE JIAMITHI,
1O OAHOM ¢ KaXmoro 60Ky M ele ogHa — NpsAMO Hax
MOKOCHBIIEHCA ABYCTBOpYaToil nBephio. ITbsiHbIA XOp,
pacnieBaBlInit «Dif, [Kyas, yXxe BBIOXCA, H IMMAHUHO
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OpeHYa10 Termepb KaKylo-TO APYIyl0 Ccrapylo Gauiamy.
lonoca wenecrenu, ciosHO pByHinecs HUTH. CTpenok
Ha MFHOBEHHE 3aCTbUl Ha ropore, s B 3a1. Ha nony —
CNoit ApeBeCHbIX OMUJIOK. Y KOJYEHOTHX CTOJIOB — IUTe-
BatenbHUUbl. CTOliKa — OOBbIYHAA AOCKA, YKpeIUIEeHHas
Ha KO3nax IUIs TTUIKKU IpoB. 3a Heit — 3aIIMaHHoe 3ep-
KaJlo, B KOTOPOM OTpPaXaJiCsl Tarep, HEMPeMEHHO CyTy-
Jiblil, Ha CBOEM HEMpeMeHHO BepTAuieMcs Tabypere.
Y nuaHuHo He ObUIO NepenHeit MaHenu, ¥ 6bUI0 BUTHO,
Kak JepeBAHHbIE MOJIOTOYKH CKayyT BBEpX-BHU3, KOTa
3Ta XMTpas WTyKa urpaer. bapMeHLIa — cBeTyIoBOJIOCas
AKeHLLUWHA B rpsisHOM ronyoom nnatee. OnHa GpetenibKa
OTOpBaHa 1 NONKOJIOTa aHIIHiIiCKo# GynaBKoit. YesoBek
3TaK WeCTh — HAoo AyMaTh, BCE MECTHBIE — CKY4YKOBa-
Juchb B 1J1yOMHe 3aa, rae METOOUYHO HaXHPAIUCh H
JNleHHBo nourpbiBanu B «He 3eBaii». Ellie ¢ NOMIIOXNHB
noceTuresiei Crpyanauch y nuaHuHo. Eie yeTsepo wau
nsAaTepo — y CToiKHU. U Kakoif-To CTapuK CO BCKIOKOYEH-
HbIMM CEbIMY KOCMaMM Cniajl, NOBAIMBLIXCH HA CTOJIMK
y cambix aBepeit. CTpenok BoLIeI.

Bce, KT0 GBI TaM, BHYTPH, 0OEpHYNHMCH K IBepH. Bee
KaK OOMH. B3rnsawl ynepauch B CTPEKA U €ro peBOJIb-
Bepbl. Ha MrHoBelMe B NOMEIUEHHH BOLIApWIACh NOYTH
MONHas THILHHA, TOJIBKO pacCeAHHLIY Tanep, HUYEro He
3aMeTHB, PoAoJIXan GpeHYaTh Ha CBOEM IMMHAHHUHO. A 110~
TOM XEHLUWHA 3a CTOMKO#H MOMOpLIMWIACH, X BCE CTAIO
Kak npexue.

— He 3eBaii, — cka3ajl KTO-TO U3 UTPOKOB B YTJIy H
noGun YepBOHHYIO TPOMKY YETBEPKOM MUK, COPOCHB BCe
CBOM KapThl. ToT, Ybsi TPOKKA Y11, CMaYHO BRIpYTaJICS,
CABUHYJ OEHbIY Ha CEPEAHHY CTOMA, U KapThl CAATH MO
HOBOM.

Crpenok npruOIHU3WICA K CTOMKE.

— Msico ecTb? — CIIPOCHII OH.
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— A T0. — XeHmMHa cMOTpeJa eMy NpsMO B riia3a.
Korzaa-To oHa GbUta AaXe KpacuBa, HO C TeX [Op BCe U3-
MeHWIoCh. MHUp cOBUHYJNICS ¢ MecTa. Tenepp ee JULO
TIOMCTACKAJIOCh M OTEKJIO, & Ha JIOY KpacoBaJICA JIWIOBBIA
HM30rHYTHI paM. OHa ero rycro 3arnyapuia, HO 3Ta He-
XWATpasi yJIOBKa He CKpbIBaJa py0ell, a CKopee NMpUBIeKa-
Jla K HeMy BHUMaHMe. — Ymucroe Msco, xopouee. Ot
00poit CKOTUHBI. TONBKO OHO IEHEr CTOMT.

Yucroe, 3HauyuT. OT 106pO0it CKOTUHBI. YCPaThCH MOX-
HO, MoAyMaJi cTpeJiok. Jla 1o, YTo JieXuT y Te6s B Xo/10-
IWIKe, HaBepHsAKa Gerajio Ha LIECTH Horax U Misiesio
TpeMs IJ1a3aMH, JIEAU-CIM.

— JlaBait, 3HayuT, MHE TpHU OGuILITEKCA ¥ MHBO.

U cHOBa — exBa yIOBHUMbIii cABUT B aTMOochepe. TpH
6udinrexca. PTl HAMONHWIKCD CIIOHOMA, SI3bIKHM BNUTA-
JIH'ee C HETOPOTUIMBLIM M CJIaIOCTPaCTHBIM CMaKoM. TpH
6udmrrekca. Iie 370 BUAaHO, YTOO YesOBEK €/ Mo TPH
6udmrrexca 3a pas?!

— C 1e¢6s1 mATb GBIKCOB. BLIKCHI-TO €CThb?

— B cMbicne, posutaphi?

XKeHlMHa 3a CTOMKOM KUBHYNA, TaK YTO OHA, BEpO-
SAITHO, MMe€JIa B By GaKCHI.

— 310 KaK, BMECTe C MUBOM? — CIPOCWJI CTPEJIOK,
yabi6HyBIMCh. — My 3a MuBO IJIATHTH OTAENBHO?

XKeHIWHA He YNBIOHYAaCh B OTBET.

— Tol criepBa MOKaXW MHE HEHbrH, a MOTOM Oy-
IieT MUBO.

CTpesIoK BBUIOXWI Ha CTOMKY 30J10TOit. Bee B3risiabt
KaK OyATO NMPWIMILIH K MOHETE.

[TpsiMo 3a CTOMKOM, clieBa OT 3epKajia, CTosU1a Ma-
JieHbKas MEePEeHOCHas NeYKa C TICIOIUMH YIIAMH. XKeH-
IUMHA HHIPHYJIa B KAKYI0-TO KaMOPKY 3a IEYKOH U BEp-
HyJNach yXe C KYCKOM MfCa, YIOXEHHBEIM Ha OyMaxXky.
OTpe3aB TPH TOHEHbKHX JIOMTHKA, OHAa LIBLIPHYJIA MX HA
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pelleTky Han ymisMu. [lomHsBuIMiiCs 3anax CBOXWI C
yMa. CTpenok, OIHaKO, CTOSUI C HemMpo6uBaeMo paBHO-
OYUIHBIM BUOOM, KaK Obl ¥ HE 3aMeyYasi, YT0 MPOUCXOIMUT
BOKPYT: YyTb COMBLUMACS pPATM MHAHWHO, 3aMHUHKY B UTpe
KapTEeXXHHMKOB, KOCble B3[JIAAKI 3aBCETaTaeB.

MyxuK, nonbéupasuiniicsa K HeMy C3aiH, ObUT yXe Ha
MONIIYTU K CBOEH LIE/iM, KOraa CTPeIOK YBUAEN ero oTpa-
XeHue B 3epkane. [TouTH coBceM JIBICHIH MyXHK. Ero
PYKa CYIHOPOXHO CXHMajla PyKOSITb OTPOMHOIO OXOT-
HHYBLETO HOXA, NPHKPEILIEHHOTO K NOSCY Ha MaHep KO-
Oypbl.

— Csanb Ha MecTOo, — CKasall CTpeJioK. — He HapH-
BaWcsl, NpUATENb.

MyxuK 3amep Ha MecTe. Ero BepxHss ry6a Hempous-
BOJILHO MPHIOAHANACh, KaK Y ocKanusulerocs nca. Ha
MrHOBEHHME BCE€ 3aTHXJIO. A NMOTOM JIHIChLA BEPHYICA K
CBOEMY CTOJIMKY, M BCE OMATH CTAJIO KaK Ipexue.

IuBO noganu B CTEKNAHHOM GOKae, IpaBaa, cjierka
HaIATPECHYTOM.

— Y MeHs HeTy CllauH, — BbI3HBAIOLIE 00bABMNA 6ap-
MeHLIa.

— Cnayu He Hano.

OHa cepOHMTO KHMBHYNa, KaK Oyaro ee B3Gecuna sTa
OTKPOBEHHasi AeMOHCTpauys ¢rHaHCOBOrO Graronony-
qusi, MyCTh JaXe M KpaitHe BeirogHas wisa Hee. OHa,
BIIpOYEM, B3sU1a €ro 30J10T0, a elle Yepe3 rapy MMHYT Ha
Tapejike COMHHMTEJIbHOI YHCTOTH NOABWIMCH OUdITeK-
Chl, TaK U HE NPOXapeHHbIE MO KpasM.

— A conp y Bac ecTh?

OHa M3B/eKIa M3-MoA CTOMKM CONOHKY. Counb ciie-
Xajnach B KOMKH, U CTPEJIKY NMPHULUIOCh PaCKPOLIHTD €
NaTbLAMHU.

— Xne6?

— Xne6a Her.
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OH 3HaJ1, YTO OHAa €MY BpET, U 3HaJl, IOYEMY OHa BpET,
K pelml He HactanBaTb. JILICHI Tapaluwics Ha Hero,
BBIITYYHB CUHIOILIHBIE [J1a3a; ero pyKu TO CXKMMAJIUCh B
KyJIaKH, TO BHOBb Pa3XHMMaJIUCh Ha pacTpeCKaBLUEMCH,
BhIlNep6neHHOM crone. Ho3npu pa3MepeHHO pa3fyBa-
JIMCh, BNIWBas 3amax Msca. JIJanHo, XoTb Tak. 3a NOHIOXaTh
IIEHBI'H He GepyT.

Crpenok npuctynui K exe. OH e CNokKoifHO, HE TO-
POISiCh M KaK OYATO He 9yBCTBYSl BKyca — MpOCTO pa3-
pe3a MSACO Ha MaJIeHbKHE KYCOYKM M OTIpaB/IsUl UX B
POT, CTapasCh He IyMaThb O TOM, KaK MOIJia BbIMJISAETh Ta
KOpOBa, KOTOPYIO OH ceifyac ecT. bBapMeH1ua ckasaa, YyTo
msico yucroe. Hy na, kak xe! A CBUHbU BbITUISICHIBAIOT
xaMMairy mox MeiouHoit JIyHOiA.

OH joen moYTH Bce, YTO OBUIO, U coOupanca yxe
3aKa3aTh €lU€ NMUBA U CBEPHYTh MAMMUPOCKY, KaK BAPYT
KTO-TO TPOHYIJI €ro 3a IUIeYo.

OH BAPYT OCO3HAaJI, YTO B 3aJi€ OMATb CTAIO TUXO U
NOAO3PHUTENbHO HanpskKeHHo. CTpenok obGepHyncs M
yrnepcs B3IVISAOM B JIMLIO CTapyKa, KOTOPBIi cnaj y nBe-
peit, xoraa oH pomies B 6ap. ITo 6bUIO CTpalLHOE JIHLIO,
-Mo-HacTosmeMy crpamHoe. OT crapMka Tak U HECNO
6ec-TpaBoii. U rna3ay Hero 6bU1H XyTKHE: HEMHraloume
M 3aCTHIBIIME — IJ1a3a MPOKJIATOrO YeJ0BeKa, KOTOpHIH
IJIAMMT, HO He BUAMT. OTO GBUIM I71a3a, HaBceraa obpa-
IDEHHBIE BHYTPb, B CTEPWJIbHBIA, BHIXOJIOLIEHHLIM al
HENOABIACTHEIX KOHTPOJIIO CO3HAHUS Ipe3, pasHy3NaH-
HBIX CHOB, 9TO NMOAHSIMCH M3 3JIOBOHHBIX TPSCUH MOA-
CO3HAaHMA.

XeHinmMHa 33 CTONKOM M3nana cinabhiit CTOH.

PacrpeckaHHBE I'yOB CKpHBWIMCh, PACKPBUIMCh, 00-
HaXxas 3eJIeHbie, KaK OyaTo 3amuiensie 3yObl, U CTPEJIOK
nogyMan: «OH yXxe Jaxe He KypHT ee, a XyeT. OH U

BIIPaBJIy ee dcyem».
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U eue: «OH xe mepTBbiit. HaBepHOE, rol Kak noMeps.

U norom elue: «YesoBek B 9epHOM. Be3 Hero siBHO
He 060LIIOCh».

OHHM CMOTpEJIM APYT Ha ApYTA: CTPEJIOK H CTapHK, yXKe
IIarHyBLIK#i 33 rpaHb Oe3yMus.

OH 3aroBOpIJI, U CTPEJIOK 3aCThUI, MOPaXEHHKI: K
HeMy obpamanuck Boicokum Ciiorom N'mneana!

— Cpenait MHIOCTD, CTpeNioK-c3ii. He noxarnei 30-
notoi. OnuH 30/10TOH — 3TO X Takas Ge3menmiia.

Boicoknit Cnor. B nepBhuIit MUT pa3yM CTpeJIKa OTKa-
3aics ero BOCTIpHHATDL. [Ipouwto cromeko et — Boxe
Npasbiii! — NPOLUIH BeKa, ThICSYENETHS; HUKAaKOro Bhi-
cokoro Cnora naBHO yxe HeT. OH — nocneauuit. ITo-
chaenHuii ctpenok. Bee ocranbHble...

OuuenomIeHHbIR, OH CYHYJ pYKY B HarpyIHBIH KapMaH
W 4OCTaJl 30J10TYI0 MOHeTy. PacTpeckaHHas, UCLiapamnaH-
Has pykKa B JISTHaX raHrpeHbl NPOTAHYJACH 332 Hel, HeX-
HO Morjiagwia, NOAHsIa BBEPX, TaK YTOOKI B 30JI0TE OT-
Pa3suIoCh Mac/lAHUCTOe MepLAHHEe KEPOCHHOBBIX JIaMII.
MoHeTa otOpocuna caepXaHHbII ropabii oTéneck: 30-
JIOTUCTBIH, 6arpoBbliii, KPOBaBbIA.

— Aaaaxxxxxxx... — HeBHATHOe BBIpaXeHHe yIO-
BOJILCTBHA. TT0LIaTHYBIIMCH, CTADHK Pa3BEPHYJ/ICA X IBH-
HYJICSI K CBOEMY CTOTHKY, iepXXa MOHETY Nepel I1a3aMu.
Kpytun ee Tak M 3TaK, IEMOHCTPHPYS BCEM IPHCYT-
CTBYIOLLMM.

Ka6ak 6nictpo nmycren. CTBOPKM BXOHHBIX HBepei
XJIONAJIK, CJIOBHO KPBUIbs B30eCUBIICHCSA JieTydei MbIIIH.
Tarnep 3ax/10MHy/ KPHILIKY CBOEN0 HHCTPYMEHTA H BbIllIeN
C/IeOM 38 OCTaIbHBIMH — LIMPOYCHHHMH TEaTPaIbHO-
WIYTOBCKMMH LlIaramM.

— Ille6! — xpuKHyna 6GapMeHIIa eMy BIOIOHKY. B ee
ronoce NMpUIyIIMBO NepeMEeIaIMCh B3IOpHas 37106a U
crpax. — IlIe6, ceityac xe BepHHCB! UTO 32 yepT!
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CrapyK TeM BpeMEHEM BEpDHYJICS 3a CBOW CTOJIMK.
CeJt, KpyTaHyJI 30JI0Ty10 MOHETY Ha BhilLiepOIeHHO# CTO-
JemHuue. Ero nosyMeprBele ri1a3a, He OTPLIBasiCh, Clle-
IWIY 33 Hell — 3aBOpOXeHHbIe U nycThie. Korna MoHeTa
OCTaHOBMJIACh, OH KPYTaHYJ ee elle pa3, IOTOM — ellie,
ero BekH oTsokeJieu. ITocte yeTBepTOro pasa ero rojioBa
yrnaja Ha CTOJI elle Mpexae, YeM MOHETa OCTaHOBMUJIACh.

— Hy BoT, — ¢ THXMM O€lIEHCTBOM NMPOroBopwia
6apmeHiIa. — Bcex KIHeHTOB MHe pacnyrai. [JososeH?

— BepHyTcs1, Kynia OHH IEHYTCSl, — OTO3BAICS CTPEJIOK.

— Ho yx He ceroaus.

— A 310 KT0? — OH YKa3an Ha TpaBoena.

— A He nowen 65l TH B Xomny. Caii.

— MHe Hano 3HaTb, — TEPIENMBO MPOrOBOPWI CTPe-
JioK. — OH...

— OH TaK cMelTHO ¢ To60# pasroBapHBaJl, — CKa3a-
J1a oHa. — HopT B XH3HHU TaK HE rOBOPHII.

— A viny oaHoro yenoeka. Thl IOJDKHA €r0 3HATD.

OHa cMoTpeJia Ha Hero B YTOp, €€ 3/10CTb [IOTUXOHEeY-
Ky BhUIBIXaJIach. OHa CJIOBHO YTO-TO NPUKHbLIBAJIA B YME,
a ITOTOM B €€ I/1a3ax MOABWICSA HaNpPSDKEHHBIA M BIKHbIA
GJecK, KOTOpHIH CTpeNoK yxe Buaen He pa3. [lokocus-
1Ieecs CTPOEHHE YTO-TO BRICKPHITLIBAJIO NMPO ce6s1, CNOB-
HO B IyOOKOi#t 3amyMuMBOCTH. I'Ie-TO MCTOLLHO Jiasuia
cobaka. Ctpenok xpan. OHa yBHOENa, YTO OH MOHSUI, U
TrOJIOAHBIA GyieCK CMEHWJICH Ge3BICXONHOCTBIO, HEMBIM
XeJIaHUEM, Y KOTOpOro He 6bUIO rojoca.

— Moo LieHy THi 3Haelllb, HABEPHOE, — CKa3aJla OHa. —
PaHbliie 51 Ha MYXHKOB He 6pocaiach, 5TO OHM Ha MEHA
6pocanuch. Ho Teneps Bce He TaK, KaK paHbllie. A MHe
Q4€Hb HYXHO.

OH cMoTpen Ha Hee B ynop. B teMHoTe wipama 6yaer
He BUIHO. Ee Telo He CMOIIM COCTapUTh HHU ITyCThIHS,
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HM MECOK, HH €XeIHEBHbIH TaXeabli Tpya. OHO 6BUIO
BOBCE He ApAG/bIM, a XyablM U ToATAHYTHIM. U Korna-To
OHa 6GbL1a 04eHb XOPOLIEHbKOMH, MOXeET GHTb, aXe Kpa-
cuBoii. Ho 310 yXe He nMmeno 3HadeHus. Jlaxe ecyiu 6l
B CyXOi 4 6eCruionHO! YepHOTE ee YyTPOOBI KOMOIIWIHCH
MOTHUJIbHbBIE YEPBH, BCE PaBHO BCE CIIYYHIIOCH 661 UMEHHO
Tak. Bee 6bu10 npenonpeneneHo. [IpenHauepraHo ubeit-To
PYyKO#i B KHHUre Ka.

OHa 3aKkpbina JIMLO pyKamu. B Heit eme ocraBaiuch
KaKHe-TO COKH: YTOObl 3aMJiaKkaTh, XBaTHWIO.

— He cmompu! He Hano Tak Ha MeHs cMoTpeTh! S He
Kakasi-TO rpsi3Has uuiioxa!

— Ipoct, — ckasan cTpesioK. — S U B MBICJIAX NO-
ZII0GHOrO He Aepxan.

— Bce BbI Tak roBopuTe!

— 3aKkpo¥ 3aBedeHHE M MOracH CBeT.

OHa ru1akasia, He OTHUMas pykK ot iuua. EMy noHpa-
BUJIOCb, YTO OHa 3aKphbIBaeT JUUO pykamMu. He u3-3a
Lipama, HeT, NPOCTO 3TO KaK Obl BO3BpaLIaio eit eCii He
HIEBCTBEHHOCTb, TO ObLTYIO IEBHYECKYIO CTHUUIHBOCTb.
Bynaska, uto nepxana 6peTenbKy IiaThbs, noGiecKuBaia
B MacCJISIHOM CBETe JiaMIl.

— OH Huvero He yramut? Ecam xovelns, Mory ero
BLIFHATD.

— Her, — npomenrrana oHa. — Hopt HMKOrIa Hu4e-
ro He Kpaj.

— Torna racu cBer.

OHa y0Opayia pyKH ¢ JIHLIA, TOJILKO KOTZa 3allia eMy
3a criuMHy. IToToM nmoTynmia Bee JIaMIThl, ONHY 3a APYTOiA:
JOJIro XOAwWia Mo 3ajy, MOAKPyIMBana GUTWIH, 3alyBajla
rams. A NMoToM, B TEMHOTE, OHa B3sUla €ro 3a pyky. Ee
pyka 6pura Terutoif. OHa yBesia ero BBepX IO JISCTHHIIE.
Tam He 6bUTO cBeTa, YTOOH CKPHITh HX CHOIIEHHE:
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Vi

OH CBEpHYIJI BO TbMe JIB€ CAMOKPYTKHU, pacKypu obe
M oTran onHy eif. KoMHaTa xpaHuia ee 3amax — Tpora-
TEJILHLIN apoMaT cBeXei cupeHU. Ho 3anax mycTelHU ero
3a6uBain. CTpesoK BAPYT OHSUI: OH GOMTCS MMyCThIHM, YTO
XHIana Brepeau.

— Ero 3oByt Hopt, — cka3ana oHa. Jlaxe Ternepsb ee
roJioc He caesancs msirde. — [Ipocro Hopt. OH MepTBHIit.

CrpesioK MoNYa XAajn MpOAOJIKEHUS.

— Ero xocHynace aecuuua boxusi.

CrpeJioK cKasan:

— A v pasy Ero He Bunen.

— CxkounbKo 51 ce0s1 TIOMHI0, OH BCe BpeMsi GbU1 31€Ch. ..
Hopr, s umelo B Buny, He bor. — OHa ycMexHynach B
TeMHOTe. — OnHO BpeMs OH MoapadaTbiBaJl TEM, 4TO
Pa3BoO3WI 10 ABOpPaM HaBo3. [lorom 3anun. Cran HiOXaTb
TpaBy. A NMOTOM M KypHuTb. JIeTH TaCKaJiuChb 33 HUM MO-
BCIONY, NPOXOXY €My He JaBaM, cO6aK HayCbKHBAaJIH.
Y Hero GBUTH TaKMe€ 3eJIEHbIE CTaphie 11apOBaphbl, H OT HUX
XYTKO BOHSUIO. Thl MOHMMaelb?

— Ja.

— OH Havan ee xeBarb. [Tox KoHeu yXxe npocro cu-
Oen ¥ BooOLIe HUYero He aenai. Jlaxe ecTh nepecrai.
HagepHoe, BooGpaxai ce6s KoposieM. JleTHLLIKY, HaBep-
Hoe, ObUIH ero myraMu, a c06ak — NMpUIBOPHBIMH.

— a.

— IToMep OH TyT, B aKKypar Ha nopore. [llen no ynu-
Lie, carmoraMy CBOMMH LWIENaJl... Caroru-To COAaTCKHE
OBUTH, HOCH MX — HE CHOCHILIb... OH X HallleJ] Ha CTapOM
MOJINTOHE... B O0LIEM, LIeJ OH IO YIHIE, HY H, KaK BO-

IWTCS, CIEAOM —— NETHIIKM ¢ cobakaMH. BHIOK y Hero
65Ut ewne ToT! KaK BOT BElLaIKH, YTO M3 TPOBOJIOKH, €CJTH
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MX coOpaThb M CKPYTUTh BCe BMECTE. B r1a3ax y Hero cjios-
HO aJIoB OrOHb ropeli, a OH eille yXMbuisicsi. Takoit, 3Ha-
€lllb, OCKaJl... MalbllIHSA BbIPE3aeT NMOX0XHE POXU Ha
ThiKBax B KaHYH bonbluoit 2KaTsbl. A yX HECJIO OT Hero,
Koumap! U rpsa3sio, M THUABIO, M TpaBKo#. OHa, 3Haellb,
CTeKasa [0 YrojikaM ero pra, Kak 3eqeHas Kposb. S Tak
Iymaio, OH cobupancs BOHTH M mocnywarth, Kak Ille6
urpaer. M GykBanbHO yXe Ha ropore BAPYT 3aMep, ro-
JIOBY BCKHHYJ. 5 cro BUaena, HO MoayMalna, YTo OH Ka-
PeTYy YCAbILLIAA, XOTS ISt KapeTbl 6bLI0 paHOBaToO. A MNO-
TOM €ro BHIPBaJIO, YePHBIM TAKKUM, C KpoBbIo. JIeano Bce
Yyepe3 3Ty Cro YXMBUIKY, KaK CTOYHBIE BOABl Yepe3 pe-
LWETKY. A yX BOHSJIO... Jiydllle C YMa COWTH, 9eCTHOE
cnoBo. OH BCKHHYN PYKH M Kak oTkimoywics. [1pocto
ynan, 4 Bce. Tak ¥ yMmep ¢ 3TOH yXMBUIKOH Ha ry6ax.
B cBoeii xe 6ieBoTHHE.

— Ho6pas Takast HCTOPHS.

— Jla, cnacu6o-c3ii. Kakoe MecTo, Takass HCTOPHS.

Ee ouna npoxs. Berep cHapyXu TaK U HE YHSICH.
I'ae-To xnonana aBepb, AajIeKO-4aJIEKO — KaK 3BYK, IPH-
rpe3uBILHICA BO CHe. B cTeHe KOMOMMIMCH MBIIIH.
«Hano nymartb, 3T0 — eAMHCTBEHHOE 3aBeICHHE BO BCEM
ropoJKe, ri¢ MbllliaM €CTb Y4€M MOXUBHTHCSA», — MOAYMa
crpesiok. OH NoNoXHN pPyKy eil Ha XuBOT. OHa B3ApOr-
HyJa, HO TYT Xe€ pacciabwiacsk.

— YenoBek B 4EPHOM, — CKa3all CTPENOK.

— A noyeMy HeJb3si KHHYTh MKy M Cpa3y 3aCHYTb?
Ho Thl OT MeHs He OTCTaHelb, KaK sl IOHHMAlO0, IOKA
BCE He paccKaxy?

— MHe Hapmo 3HaTb.

— JlagHo. S pacckaxy. — OHa cxajla ero JaJoHb
o6enMH pykaMH M pacckasaia BCe.
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Vil

OH 3asBWJICS ITOJ] Beuep, B TOT A€Hb, Koraa ymep Hopr.
Betep B TOT Beuep pa3bylneBajics: pacCeMBaJl BEPXHUHA
CJION MOYBBI, MIOAHMUMAJ B BO3AYX TMECYAHYIO MeEJIeHY,
BBIPBIBAJI C KOPHEM €lLie HEJO3PEBILYIO KYKypy3y. Xblo6ai
KenHepnu 3amep KOHIOLIHIO, a TOPrOBLUbI, ACpXaBLIHE
JIaBKM, 3aKPbUIH BCE OKHA CTaBHAMM U 3JI0XMIIM UX HO-
ckamMu. HeGo 6bU10 XemThiM, LIBETa 3aCKOPY3/IOro Chipa,
M TY9H HECJIMCh B BHIIIMHE, KaK GYATO YTO-TO MUX Hamy-
rajo B 6e36peXHBIX NMpocTopax IMyCThIHM, Hal KOTOPOH
OHH TOJILKO-TOJIBKO NPOMYAJIUCh.

OH nipuexa B npe6e3xalieii N0BO3Ke C MapyCMHOBBLIM
BepXoM, 6biomuMcs Ha BeTpy. OH ynbiGaiics: Kak roBo-
putcs, ynsibouka no yuweit. Jliooyu HaGnoaany, Kak oH
BBE3XaeT B rOpoloK, 4 cTapuk KeHHepnu, KoTopiit ne-
XaJl y OKHa, CXMMas B OOHOH pyKe novaryio 6yTbLIKY, a
BIPYTOif — pacCIyTHYIO FrOpSIYYIO IU10Th (2 UMEHHO JIEBYIO
Ipyab CBOeH BTOpPOi JOYKH), PELLIWI HE OTKPBbIBATb, €CIIH
ToT noctydut. Hy, Bpoze Kak HUKOro Hety 1oMa.

Ho 9enoBex B 4epHOM MpoeXai MUMO KOHIOLIHH, IaXe
He NMpHOCTaHOBMBLIMCh. KoJieca MOBO3KM BpallaiKuCh,
B30MBast IMbUIb, ¥ BETEP XAIHO XBaTal ee, YHOCH ITpOYb.
OH Mor GHITb CBAIIEHHUKOM WIH MOHAxoOM — CyAs No
3aMnopOLICHHOM MBUIBLI0 YEPHOH CyTaHe C LUIMPOKHM Ka-
MIOLIOHOM, MOKPHIBABIIMM BCIO I'OJIOBY M CKPbIBaBILIMM
JIMLIO, TaK YTO OBUTH BHIHEI TOJIBKO TOHKME I'yOnl, pacTs-
HYTHIE B 3TOM XYTKOM NOBONbHOM ybiGKke. CyTraHa pa3Be-
BaJIach M Xjlonaja Ha BeTpy. M3-nox monul TopyaiM Ksa-
JApaTHBIE HOChI TSDKEJILIX CaNor ¢ MAaCCUBHBIMM ITPSDKKaMH.

OH ocranoBuicA y 3aBeieHus [lle6a. TaM U npuBsA3ai
KOHS, KOTOpHII Cpa3y Xe NMPHHSUICA THKaTbC HOCOM B
TONYI0 3eMlI0. Pa3Bs3aB BepeBKy, CKpEIUIABLIYIO Napy-
CHHY Ha 3ajike NOBO3KM, YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM BbITALWI
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CTapblif MOTepTHIit IOPOXHBIN PIOK3aK, 3aKHHYJI €ro 3a
TJtevyo U Boluen B 6ap.

DuC yCTaBWIach Ha HEro ¢ HeCKphIBaEMBIM J11060-
MBITCTBOM, HO 60JIbllie HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI, KaK OH BOILIEJT.
Bce u3psinHo Hanpanuce. 11le6 HaurpeIBan METOMUCTCKHE
IMMHbI B pPBAHOM PUTMeE perraitma. Y6eneHHbIe CeiIuHa-
MH JI060TPSICHI, KOTOpLIE MOATSHY/IMCH B TOT OEHDb IO-
paHblue, yToObl Nnepexnarb Oypio ¥ MOMSAHYTb B 603e
noyuBwero Hopra, yXe ycrnenyu OXpunHyTh — Hy emie 65,
BECb IEHb TOJILKO U ENAIOT, YTO HANIMBAIOTCS H TOPJIAHSAT
necHu. Ule6, npsAHbINA BAPHI3r U OXypMaHEHHBLA BO30Yy-
XKIAIOLICH MBIC/IbIO, YTO CaM OH ITOKa elue He pacnpo-
LIAJICSA C KU3HBIO, UTPaJl C KAKUM-TO HEMCTOBBIM IMBUIOM.
[Manbus! Tak ¥ NeTaIX MO KJIaBULIAM.

XpHruible BOIUTH He NiepeKPhIBAIK BOi BeTpa CHapyXH,
HO UHO# pa3 Ka3aloCh, YTO Iy YEJIOBEYECKUX roJIOCOB
6pocaeT eMy Oep3KMif BbI30B. 3axapH, YeAWHHBIUHCH B
yrity ¢ OMu PeNbIoH, 3aKMHYN 100KK €l Ha rojioBy H
pHCcOBal y Hee Ha KoneHsax cumBoibl XKatseul. Eme He-
CKOJIbKO XEHLUWH XOAWIH, YTO Ha3bIBaeTCH, IO pyKaM.
IToxoxe, uro Bce npeGhIBaIM B KAKOM-TO TOpA4EYHOM
BO30YXXIeHMHU. A MYTHBII CBET 3aTeHEHHOro Oypeit mHe,
NMPOHHKABIIH# CKBO3b CTBOPKHM BXOXHOM IBEPH, KaK 6y~
TO HaCMeXxaJIC Hall HUMH.

Hopra nonoxwiu B IEHTpe 3aJ1a Ha ABYX CABHHYTERIX
BMecTe cTosiax. Hochl ero conaaTckux canor o6pa3oBaim
TaMHCTBEHHY1I0 OykBy V. HHXHsA 4eNlocThb OTBUCHAA B
BSUIOH yCMellKe, XOT KTO-TO BCe-TaK¥l YAOCYXWICH 3a-
KPBITb €MY IJ1a3a U MOJIOXHUTD Ha HUX 1O MOHeTKe. B pyxu,
CIOXCHHBIE Ha TPYIH, BCTABWIM ITyq0K Gec-TpaBul. Hec-
JIO OT Hero KOIMapHO — KaKOH-TO OTpPaBoil.

YenoBek B Y4ePHOM CHSUI KAMIOLWIOH M MOJAONIIEN K
cTolike. Dnuc Habnionaasa 3a HUM, OLIyliast TPEBOIY,
CMeNIaHHYIO CO 3HAaKOMBIM, F'OJIONHBIM XeJIaHHEM, CKPhI-»
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THIM B CaMEIX ITyOMHax ee ecrecTBa. OH He HOCHJT HUKa-
KUX OTJIMYUTENBHBIX 3HAKOB PEJIMTMO3HOr0 OpICHa, XOTA
caMo 1o cebe 3TOo elle HUYEero He 3Ha4YWIO.

— Bucku, — cka3a oH. Y Hero GbUI MpUATHBI roJoc,
THXH U MATKWI. — TOJIBKO XOpOLLIEro BUCKH, NamnyJis.

OHa noluapuia NMox MpWIaBKOM M AOCTajia OyTbUIKY
«Crap». OHa Morna 6Bl BCYYHTh €My MECTHOIl CHBYXH,
BHIIAB ee 3a JIyyiliee, YTO Y HUX eCTb, HO BCE Xe JoCTaia
HopMasibHOe BUCKH. [Toka oHa HayluBasa, 4eI0BeK B Yep-
HOM CMOTpEJT Ha Hee He OTPBIBasACh. Y Hero Obuin 60Jb-
IIKe, KaK 6yaTo cBeTsAIIMecs riia3a. beuio cnuiukom TeM-
HO, YTOOBI TOYHO OMpENeNUTb UX LBeT. ['onox BHYTPH
HapacTtai. [IbsiHble BOIUIM M BBIKPUKH HC YMOJIKAIM HU
Ha MrHoBeHMe. [1le6, HUKYeMHbIH KacTpaT, Urpajl FTMMH
0 XpHCTOBOM BOMHCTBE, U KTO-TO YrOBOPMJI TETYILKY
Mwutu cniets. Ee rosioc, ckpunyuui, npoTMBHbI#, Bpe-
3aNCA B MbSIHBINA TYJ TOJIOCOB, CJIOBHO TOTOP C TYMbIM
Ne3BHEM — B uepern TejleHKa Ha GoitHe.

— O, Dmnu!

OHa nouula NpUMHUMaTh 3aKa3, 3aeTast MOJYaHHEM
He3HaKOMIIa, YA3BJIEHHas B3IJIANIOM €ro CTpaHHbBIX a3
HETOHATHOIO 1[BETA ¥ CBOMM HECTHXAIOLUUM XXKEHUEM
B maxy. OHa 6osurach cBoux xenaHuif. OHH 6bUTH Kanpu3-
HEl. U He NOmIuHANUCH eil. DTH XKeJaHUsT MOTNH 6BbITh
CHMNTOMOM GONBILHX NEpPEMEH, a Te, B CBOIO OYepenb, —
NMPHU3HAKOM IOACTYTIAIOLLEH CTapOCTH, a CTapocThb B Tan-
Jie Bceraa Obu1a KpaTKoi ¥ ropbKoif, Kak 3MMHUI 3aKar.

BoyoHok ¢ muBOM yxe omnycren. OHa OTKpbUla €lle
OIMH. YXJTyuuie Bce CAeNaTh caMoit, yem npocutsb Llle6a.
KoHeyHo, OH NPHOEXHUT, KaK Nnec, KOTOpbIM, COOCTBEH-
HO, OH M ObUI, MPHUOEXHUT MO NEPBOMY 30BY M JIHU6O Nno-
pexer cebe nmanbLibl, JIH60 nponber Bce nuBo. IToka oHa
BO3WIach ¢ 60YOHKOM, HE3HAKOMeLl CMOTpeJl Ha Hee. OHa
YYBCTBOBaJIa €ro B3I/,
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— MHoro y Bac TyT Hapoay, — CKa3aJl OH, KOIa OHa
BO3BpaTujiachk 3a CTOiKYy. OH eule He NMPUTPOHYJCA K
CBOEMY BUCKH, a TPOCTO KaTajl CTaKaH MEXIY JaIOHIMH,
4TO6BI COrpeTh HAMMTOK.

— V¥ Hac Tyr nOMHHKM, — CKa3ajia OHa.

— 51 3aMeTHS1 NOKOMHOrO.

— HukuemHble N10aU, — CKa3aia OHa C BHE3aIHOM!
3n1060it. — HukuyeMHbIe JIIOOH.

— 3710 HX Bo36yxnaer. OH ymep. OHH — ellle HeT.

— OHM cMesuTMCh Hal HMM npH Xu3HH. U OHM He
IOJLKHBI M31€BaThCS Hall HUM XOTs Obl Tenepb. JTO He-
Xopoio. J70... — OHa 3anHyNach, He 3Hasl, KaK BbIPa3HTh
CBOIO MbICJIb: YTO 3TO U MOYEMY 3TO MEP3KO.

— Tpasoen?

— J1a! A uTo ele y Hero 6bUI0 B XU3HH?

B ee ronoce ABCTBEHHO CBIILIANOCH OOBHHEHHUE, HO
HEe3HaKOMeLl He OTBeJ I71a3, U OHa BAPYT NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
Kak KpOBb XapKO# BOJIHOW Npuiwia e K JIMLY.

— Mpouty npoweHus. Bul, HaBepHOe, CBALEHHHUK?
BaM, 10/1XHO GbITb, BCE 3TO NPOTHBHO?

— 51 He cBsilLEHHUK, ¥ MHE He MPOTUBHO. — OH ocCy-
LIMJI CTaKaH BUCKM OAHHM IJIOTKOM M AaXe He MOMOp-
wuncsa. — Euwe, noxanyiicra. Ellie OIHH Y OT AyIIH, KaK
rOBOpPAT B OIHOM MHpE, TYT N0 COCEACTBY.

OHa He NMoHsIa, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT, HO oGosuiach Cpo-
CHTB.

— Tonbko cniepBa nokaxure aeHbru. [lpomy npo-
LIeHH.

— Her HamoGHOCTH U3BHHATEHCH.

OH BBUIOXIT Ha MPWIABOK HEPOBHYIO CEpPeGpsHYIO
MOHETY, TOJICTYIO C OMHOIO KOHLIA H ITOTOHbIlIE — C APY-
roro, M OHa CKa3aja, KaK CKaXeT NIOTOM:

— Y MeHs HeTy CHayH.
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OH JMIIb MOTHYJI FOJIOBOi U C pacCestHHbIM BHIOM
IIsOeN Ha CTaKaH, NoKa OHa HaJIMBaJia €My ellie BUCKM.

— BHI y Hac Kak, mpoe3goM? — Cpocujia OHa.

OH noaro Mosiyal, ¥ OHa yXe cobpajiacb MOBTOPUTh
CBOIf BONPOC, KaK BAPYT OH pa3sfApaXXeHHO TPAXHYJ ro-
JIOBOH.

— He Hapmo ceityac roBopuTb O TaKHX MNyCTAKax.
B npHCyTCTBMM CMEPTH.

OHa npuymonkia, oorokeHHasi U nopaxeHHasi. OH,
IOJDKHO OBITH, COJNTAN, KOrAa CKa3al €if, 4TO OH — He
cBsaLieHHUK. Conrait, YToObl ee UCMBITATh.

-— OH Te6e HpaBWICs, — NNPOM3HEC He3HaKoMell Oya-
HHIHBIM TOHOM. — [1a?

— KT0? HopT? — OHa paccMesiiach, MPpUKHHYBLUKUCH
Ppa3ipaXeHHO, YTOOBI CKPRITh CMyLUeHHe. — [1o-MoeMmy,
BaM JIyJlle...

— Tol — pobpas. U tebGe crpailiHo, — npomomxan
OH. — A OH XeBaJl TPaBKy. 3arisaabiBan C YePHOTO X0Oaa
B an. U BoT OH — cMoTpHU. OH yuien, ¥ ABEPb 32 HUM
3aXJIONHYJIACh, a THl AyMaellb, GyaTo ee He OTKPOIOT, OKa
He IIPHUIET TBOE BpEM NEPECTYITUTD 3TOT NOPOT, s He NpaB?

— Bl yTO, NMBAHBI?

— Mumntep HopToH OTKMHY KOMBITAa, — NPOrOBOPH
HapacrieB YeJIOBEK B Y€PHOM, TaK YTO BCE 3TO MPO3ByYa-
JIO SI3BUTENIBHO U u3aeBaTenbcku. — OH MmepTB. Kak M
Bce 3aech. Kak T, Kak Bce BB

— Y6wupaiirech orciona.

Ee oxBarwia Xo/04HasA APOXb OTBPALLIEHHS, HO BHU-
3y XHBOTA NO-TpeXHEMY Pa3jiuBajloCh TEIJIO.

— Bce B mopsake, — ckasan oH MArko. — Bce B nos-
HoM nopsiake. Tlonoxau. Ilogoxau ¥ yBUIULUD.

Tenepp OHa pa3rsiaena ero riasa: romyoeie. B rono-
BE Y Hee MOSABMJIACh KaKasi-TO CTpaHHas JIErkocThb, CJIOB-
HO OHa NPHHSJIA KyPMaHALIETO CHanoObs.
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— MepTB, KaK ¥ BCE Bbl, — MOBTOPWJI OH. — THI BH-
IOULLB?

OHa TYno KMBHY/a, U OH PacCMesUICS — 3BOHKHM,
CWIBbHBIM U YHCTBIM CMeXoM. Bce Kak ofuH 06epHYIHCh
K HeMy. OH 00BeN B3rsLAOM 321, BHE3AMHO CAEJIABLINCH
LIeHTPOM BHUMaHMs. TeTymika MWuUIH 3amHynach ¥ 3a-
MOJTYaJia, TONbKO OT3BYK BBICOKOI CKPMITYy4€eif HOTHI elle
IpoxXaJ, pactekasch B Bo3ayxe. [1le6 councsa ¢ putma H
OCTaHOBWJICA. Bce ¢ 6ecrTOKOMCTBOM YCTaBHIHCh Ha TY-
Xaka. CHapyX#H No cTeHaM UIypIIaJ Mecok.

TuwuHa 3aTaHyaach. Y DNHC NepexBaTWIO AbIXaHHE.
OHa onycTuna rnasa u yBuIieNa, YTo €€ PYKH CXXHMAIOT
XHBOT NOA CTOHKOI1. Bce cMoTpenu Ha yyxaka. OH — Ha
HHUX. A NMOTOM OH ONATb PAaCCMESJICA CBOMM CHIbHBIM
CBOOOIHBIM CMEXOM — CMEXOM, C KOTOPBbIM HeJIb3s He
cyutathca. Ho Gonbuie HUKTO He paccmesuicsl. Hukro.

— A nokaxy BaM 4yno! — BBHIKPHKHYN OH. Ho oHu
JIMIIbL CMOTPEJIH BO BCE I1a3a, KaK CMOTPAT Ha (OKYCHM-
Ka MOCJyLUHbIE IETH, YK€ CIMILKOM 6OJIbLINE H B3POCITHIE,
4T106bI BEPUTDL B €ro yyaeca.

YenoBek B YePHOM pe3KO MOJAJICS BNepel, U TeTyll-
Ka Mt B cTpaxe oTwiaTHyach. OH CBHpeno OCKaJIM-
CA M LUUICTIHYJ ee Mo OrpoMHOMY Iry3y. OHa KOpOTKO
XOXOTHYJIa — MOMMMO COOCTBEHHO# BOJIM H HEOXHIAH-
HO Wi ce6s1 caMoif, — M YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM CIIPOCHIL:

— Tak nyuiue, npaBna?

Tetymika Mwuu ongaThb 3aXMXHKaia, a TOTOM BAPYT
pa3peinanach M, He pa3dupas nopor#, Gpocunach 3a
nopor. Bce ocranbHbie MONya cMoTpenu eit Beien. Ka-
Xercs, cobupanach Oyps: 9epHbIe TYYH MYAJIHMCh OPYT
3a ApyroM, B3AbIMAACh M Onanasi, Kak BOJIHBI, Ha (oHe
6esioro HeGa. Kakoii-To MyXunHa, 3aCThIBIIMH y IHa-
HUHO ¢ N03a0bITON KpYXKOi N1Ba B pyKe, BAPYT 3aCTO-
Hai.
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Yenosek B yepHOM Bctait nepen Hoprom, B3rasiHyn
Ha Hero CBepxy BHH3 U yCMexHyJics. Betep Bbul, BOnuia
K GecHOBWICHA CHapyXH. YTo-To Taxenoe u Gonbluoe
YIapWIoCh B CTEHY TaBEpPHBI M OTCKOYMJIO poyb. OouH
M3 MYXYHH, CTOSIBIIMX Y CTOMKH, HEOXHIAHHO BCTpene-
HYJCAl M BhILUEN 3a ABepb. Peluwi, JOMXHO GbiTb, YTO
Ioma Gyner crniokoifHee. 'poM GbUI IMTOX0X HA HATY>XHBIH
Kalejib KaKoro-HuOynb MpHUXBOpHYBLIEro 6ora.

— Xopoio, — OoCcKIabWIICA YesloBEK B YEPHOM. —
3ameuaTenbHO. YTo X, NPUCTYIIUM.

CrapateJibHO LeNACh, OH NMpUHsUICA weBaTb Hopty
B nuuo. CiioHa 3a6iecresna Ha 16y y NOKOIHOro, cTeKas
XKEMUYYXHBIMH KaIUISIMH MO €ro KploYyKoOBaTOMY HOCY,
TI0XO0XEMY Ha BHIODHTBIN KI0B.

Pyxu Dmuc noa croiikoit 3apaGoTainu ewue ObicTpee.

1IIe6 pacxoxoTasics, 1a TaK, YTO &K COTHYJICS NOMNoJiaM
H TYT Xe 3aKalUJICA, OTXapKMBas JIMNKUE KOMKH MOK-
poThl. YestoBeK B 4€PHOM OXOOPHTENILHO PLIKHYJ M MO-
cryyan ero nmo cnuHe. [lle6 yxMbinbHYNCS, CBEPKHYB
30JI0ThIM 3YOOM.

Koe-xto yoexan. OctaipHble CrpyaHJIMCh BOKpYT
Hopra. Bce ero nuuo, ckinanku apsa6aoit 1 cMopLueHHOR
KOXM Ha lliee ¥ BepX Ipyau Ternepb Giecrenu oT Bnaru —
TaKOM AparolleHHOM B 3TOM 3aCyLIUTUBOM Kpae. A OTOM
JOXIOb CHIOHB BAPYT npekpatwica. Kak no komaHne.
CpIanoch TONbKO AbIXaHUE, TSXKEJIOE, XPUILUIOe.

YesoBex B Y46pHOM BHE3aIlHO NOAAJICA Briepen U, CO-
THYBLIMCDb, IepeJieTell Yepe3 Tpym, ONMKMCaB B BO3MYyXe
IUIaBHYIO AyTy. 910 ObUIO KpacHMBO, KaK BCIUIECK BOBI.
OH npH3eMJIWICA Ha PYKHM, PHIBKOM BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH,
YXMBUIbHYJICS ¥ PBIFHYJI 06paTHO. KTO-TO U3 3pUTeNei,
3a0bIBIIMCD, 3aXJIONAN B JIATOLIM, HO TYT Xe MOMATHIICH,
BbITYYMB IJIa3a, IIOMYTHEBIIME OT yXaca. 3aXaB pyKO#
POT, OH PBaHYJICH K ABEPSAM.
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Hoprt weBensHyncs, Koraa YeioBeK B 9epPHOM Iepe-
JIeTeNn yepe3 Hero B TPeTHii pas.

Tlo psinam 3pureneii npoGexan riryxoit pornoT. BepHee,
ONMH-eANHCTBEHHBINM B310X — M BCe CHOBa 3aTuxiio. Ye-
JIOBEK B YEPHOM 3aNMpPOKHHYJ roJIoBY M 3aBeul. Ero rpyns
XOIJIa XOAYHOM OT YYalLieHHOTO, HENTYOOKOrO ABIXaHUSA:
OH CJIOBHO HakKa4yuBaics Bo3xyxoM. Bce OuicTpee U Obl-
CTpee CTAaHOBWINCD €0 NPLIXKK — OH OYKBIBHO nepe-
JmBancs Han TenoM Hopta, Kak Boa M3 CTakaHa B CTaKaH.
B rnyxoii THLIMHE CABILAJICS TONBKO PBYIIHIACS CKpeXeT
€ro AblXaHus U Tyn HaGHpatowei cury Gypu.

U Bot Hopt caenan rnyGokwuit Boox. Ero pyku 3atpsac-
JIUCb U NMPHUHAIKCH KONOTHTh N0 ctony. [lle6 ¢ BUu3rom
puHyJics 3a nopor. CineaoM 3a HUM BblGexana ooHa U3
KEHLUHUH.

Yenosek B yepHOM nepeneten Yepe3 Hopra emre pas.
IBa pa3a, Tpu pasa. Teslo Ha cTONe coTpsicaia APOXb.
Ceituac Hopr 6bL1 MoxoxX Ha GOJIBLIYI0 KYKITy, KOTOpast
BpoO€ KaK OXMBAaeT — XOTH, KOHEYHO, OHAa He XHBaf,
MPOCTO Y Hee BHYTPHU CKPbIT KaKO#i-TO YyNOBHILHBIN Me-
XaHu3M. CMeulaHHblil 3anax rHUEeHUs, pa3IoXeHUs U
3KCKPEMEHTOB B3IbIMAJICS YAYLIAIOIWMY BOTHaMHK. [na-
3a Hopra oTKpbUIKCh.

. dnuc NovyBCTBOBAIA, KAK HOTM CAMH YHOCSIT €€ Ha3all.
OTcTynas, oHa YTKHY/lachb CNMHOI B 3epkaio. OHO 3a-
IpOXaNno, U ee BAPYT OXBaTHJa ciemnas nmaHuka. OHa
OIIPOMETBIO 6POCHIACh BOH.

— Bot TBO€ yyno, — OTAYBasCb, KPHKHYN €l BCaen
yenoBek B YepHOM. — [lapio. Tenepp MoXenb cnatb
CnokoitHo. Jlaxe makxoe He HeoGpaTHMO. XOTA BCE 3TO...
Tak... YepT NOAEpM... creuro! — Yl oH onsaTh pacCMEsICH.
XOXOT BCE OTHAISUICA Y OTAAISUICSA, NOKA OHA HeCNach
BBEpX IO JIECTHHLIE H OCTAHOBHJIaCh TOJILKO TOTAA, KOTAa
3aXJIONHY/a ABEPh K 3anepia ee 3a Co6oii.
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IIpMBaIMBIDMCH K CTEHE 3a 3aKpHITOM OBEPhIO, OHA
OITyCTWIACh Ha KOPTOYKH M, paCKaYMBasiCb B3al-Biepexn,
3alUIaCh B MCTEPHIECKOM CMeXe, KOTOphblii CMEHWICS
ITPOH3MTEJILHBIM BOEM M YTOHYJI B 3aBBIBaHUsAX BeTpa. Eit
GBUIO CITBILIHO, KaK BHH3Y MEPTBHIif — OXHMBIIHIT — Hopt
CTYYHT KyJIaKaMH 1O CTOJTY, CJIOBHO KTO-TO BCJIEITy1O KO-
JIOTHT NO Kphllnke rpo6a. OHa nogymaia: a yTo, UHTEpeC-
HO, OH BHJIEJI, TTOKA JIeXaT MepTBbI#? 3anOMHWI OH YTO-
HUOyIb win Het? Pacckaxer oH wiu HeT? MoxeT ObITb,
TaM, BHU3Y, 0GHapyxXarcs TaliHbl 3arpo6Horo mupa? U uto
caMoe CTpallHOe — €# GbUIO AEHCTBUTEBHO UHTEPECHO.

A BHn3y Hopt c oTpelieHHBIM, paccessHHbIM BHUAOM
BbImeN U3 Gapa Ha ynMLy, B Gypio, uTo6Gbl HapBaTh cebe
TpaBKu. U MoXeT ObiTh, YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM — €AMHCTBEH-
HBIii OCTaBIUHACS NIOCETUTEN b — MPOBOLWI €r0 B3IJISLIOM.
M MoxeT OBITh, OH YJIBIGAICS MO-MpPEeXHEMY.

Kornma, yxe Gmke K HOUM, OHa BCE Xe 3acTaBWiIa
ce6s1 CITYCTMTBCS BHH3 C 3aXCOKEHHOM JIaMIoit B OJHOM
PYKe ¥ YBECUCTBIM NMOJIEHOM — B IPYTOii, 4€IOBEK B Yep-
HOM yxe yien. He 6su10 1 noBo3ku. 3ato Hopr Kak HU
B YeM He GLIBAJIO CUZEN 3a CTOJIMKOM Y IBepei, CIOBHO
OH HHKYJa ¥ He oTiyyaiicsi. OT Hero naxjo TpaBKoO#, XOTH
M He TaK CHJIbHO, KaK MOXHO ObUJIO OXUIATb.

OH B3NJISIHYN Ha Hee K HeCMeNOo YIbIGHYICS.

— Ipuser, mn.

— TIlpuser, Hopr.

OHa OIyCTWIa NOJIEHO Y NMPHHSLIACh 3aXKUIaTh JIAMITHI,
CTapasicb He ITOBOPaYMBATLCA K HEMY CITUHOIA.

— MeHs KocHynach AecHMLIA boxusi, — cka3al oH
qyTh norops. — S Gonblue yxxe HUKoraa He yMmpy. OH Tak
ckasain. OH oGerna.

— Xopomo Te6e, Hopr.

JIyuuna Beinaja U3 ee Apoxaluei pyku, ¥ OHa HaKJIo-
HWIach €€ NMOJHATD.
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— 41, 3Haelb, X04y NPEKPaTUTb XeBaTh 3Ty TPaBy, —
cka3al OH. — Kak-To OHO MHe He B paIocTb yXe. la u
Heroxe, 4YToGbl YeI0OBEK, KOro KOCHyJach JecHHLUa bo-
XH$1, XXeBaJl TaKyl0 OTpaBy.

— Hy Tak Bo3bMu u nipekpati. Yto Te6e Mewmaer?

OHa BApYr 03/1001J1aCh, K 3Ta 31062 NOMOTJIa i CHO-
Ba YBUIETh B HEM YeJIOBEKA, @ HE KaKOE-TO aJICKOe Cyllie-
CTBO, YYAOM Bbl3BaHHOE B MHUP XUBbIX. [Tlepen He#lt Gbun
OOBIYHBIN MYXMK, NPUILMONEHHDLIN U 3abanaeBmuii oT
TPaBKM, C BMIOM NPUCTHDKEHHbIM M BUHOBaThIM. OHa
yXe He 6osinach ero.

— MeHs nomaet, — cka3an oH. — Y MHe ee xoyercH,
TpaBKH. S yXe He MOry OCTAHOBUTLCA. DJUIH, THl BCErla
GbL1a 106poit Ko MHe... — OH BOPYT 3aruiakan. — 51 paxe
yXe He Mory nepecrartb ccathb B WraHbl. Kto s? Yro 5?

OHa noaouia K ero CTOJKKY M 3aMep/ia B Hepellu-
TEeJIbHOCTH, HC 3Hasl, YTO TOBOPHTb.

— OH Mor caenaTth Tak, YTOOHI 51 ée He XoTeJ, — BhI-
HIaBWI OH CKBO3b Cj1e3bl. — OH MOT 3TO CHeJIaTh, €ClTH YX
CMOTI MEHS 0XMBUTb. Sl He Xaryloch, HeT... He xody Xxa-
JI0BaThCA... — 3aTPaBJIEHHO OIIIECBLIXCE 10 CTOPDOHAM,
OH npoienTtan: — OH rpo3wics MeHs yOMTb, €ClH A
CTaHY XaloBaThCsl.

— Moxer 6uiTh, OH mowryTua. Kaxercs, 9yBCTBO
1oMopa y Hero ecTb. IIycTb ¥ cBoeoGpa3Hoe.

Hopt nocran n3-3a nasyxu CBoM KHCET ¥ U3BJIEK ITPH-
ropLIHIO Gec-TpaBbl. ‘OHa 6€30TYETHO yHapwia ero rno
PYKe M, UCITyTaBLUMCh, TYT X€ OTACPHY/Na PYKY.

— S Huyero He Mory nogenarb, UK. 1 He Mo-
ry... — HeykimioXum ABroke HHEM OH OMATD 3aMyCTHII PyKY
B Kucer. OHa Mornia Gbl €ro OCTaHOBHTD, HO He CTajla.
OHa oTOLLIa OT HEN0 ¥ BHOBB NPHHSLIACH 32KUIATh JIaM-
MBI, YCTaBIIas 0 CMEPTH, XOTA Beuep ensa Havancs. Ho
B TOT Bedep HHKTO He NpHINeJ — TOIbKO CTapHK KeH-
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Hepnu, KoTophlit Bce npomyctia. OH Kak OyATo U He
yauBwics, yBuaeB Hopra. HaBepHoe, eMy yXe paccka-
3a)mM, 4To 6bU10. OH 3aKas3at nuBa, cripocui, rae Ile6,
u obnanai ee.

A qyTb no3xe Hopt nopouen K Hei U nepenan ei
3aMHCKY — CJIOXEHHYI0 OYMaXKy B TpsiCyllleiCsl pyKe.
B pyke, KoTopast He HO/DKHA Obiia ObITh XUBOIA.

— OH nmpocu nepeaarthb Tebe 3T0. A sl YyTh He 3a0bU.
A ecnu ObI 3a0bU1, OH OBl BEpHYJICA ¥ YOUI Obl MCHSI, 3TO
TOYHO.

Bymara cTouna oporo, ¥ 3ToT JIUCTOK NPeaCTaBIsAN
co60it HeMalTy10 LIeHHOCTb, HO €ii He XxoTejioCb 6paTb
ero B pyku. Eit 66U10 npoTHBHO ero aepxartb. OH Gbin
KaKo#i-TO TSDKeNbI — U cTpaliHbiit. Ha HeM Gbulo Ha-
NMHCaHO:

Anuc

— OTKyZa OH 3HaeT, KaK MeHs 3BaTb? — CNpOCWIa
oHa y Hopra, HO TOT JIMLIb OKaYaJl FOJIOBOM.
OHa pa3BepHyJia JIMICTOK U Mpouna:

T‘&WW"‘T’W‘ fm«‘a—a.«y
ccolr %%m@m. &u.)huw‘-uyomm-
b) w o pagyuc packpocsccar Ouw prcckasoens wiede, e
wegusns miane, ga spanser. Paccrayeems wede, e ov bdes.

Curle: DEBTTHADUATY.

TWW, wm"m,

Suasue cdedeme waba o
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26 Curle: DEBTHADIATE.

Too nocaparcsca :wr&m, ne m’&“k«&’b ous
hplencn, sse cuolo. Booplunscm, tnss Saaboossa

DEBIHAVHTS.

JHa. boxe npaselit: OHa 3HaNa, 9TO TaK U 6yaer. OHO
yXe JPOXHUT Ha rybax — 371o cji0Bo. Jeaamuadyams, cKa-
XeT oHa. Hopm, nocaywaii: deeamuadyams. U et oTKpo-
10Tco TaitHbl CMepTH — MHUpa 3a rPaHbIo XU3HM.

Pano uau noadno mu cnpocuwts.

HasasTpa Bce 6b1J10 MOUTH KakK Bceraa, pa3se 9TO pe-
GaTHILIKM He Geranu no nsAtam 3a HoproM. A emne yepes
IeHb BO30GHOBWIMCH W YJIONIOKaHbE, U U3xeBKH. Bce
BEPHYJIOCh Ha KpyTH cBos. JIeTHILIKM COOpaiu KyKypy3y,
BBIPBaHHY10 Gypeit, ¥ yepe3 HeAEMO IOCJIe BOCKpeLIeHUs
Hopra coxrnau ee mocpeau rnaBHoit ynuubl. Kocrep
BCIIBIXHYJ IPKO M BECENI0, U TTOYTH BCE 3aBCEraaTau M1B-
HYWIKM BbILLUIH, MOILIATHIBAsACH, nornaserb. OHU GBUIM
MOXOXMH Ha NepBOGLITHLIX JIONEH, AUBALIMXCA Ha OTOHb.
Hx nuua xak 6yATO IUIbUIH MEXIY IUIAIIYLIIMMH A3BIKAMH
IUIaMEHH M CUsiHMeM Heba, KaK OyaTo NMpHCHIITAHHOIO
JNensHbIM KpouieBoM. Ha6monas 3a HUMH, DJUIH BAPYT
OLUYTH/A NMPOH3UTENbHYI0 Ge3nicxogHOCTh. MpadHule
BpeMeHa HacTyTIWIK B MUpe. Bce pacnaganoch Ha YacTH.
U Gonblire HET HUKAKOro CTEPXKHA, KOTOPhIi yIepxai Ou
MHp OT pacrniaja. ['’ie-To 4To-TO NMOLIATHY/IOCh, H KOTAa
OHO ynazer, Bce 3aKOHYUTCA. OHa B XHM3HHM He BHAENA
okeaHa. M yxe HUKOra He YBUIUT.

— Ecnu Obl 1 He 6osnace, — npo6opMoTana OHa. —
Ecnu GHl 51 He 6oanacy, ecny GHI 1...

Ha 3Byk ee ronoca Hoprt NOJHSUT roIOBY M YIBIGHYII-
cs. ITycroit ymei6koit — u3 camoro ana. Ho oHa oueHb
Gosutachk. PemmMocT y Hee He 6but0. Tonbko GapHas
croitka u mpam. U eme — ciroBo. 3a IIOTHO COMKHYTHI-
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MH ryb6aMu. A 4T0, €Cjiv M03BaTh €ro NnpsiMo ceityac, npu-
TAHYTB O/MIDKe K ce6e — HeCMOTpS Ha KOLUMAapHYIO BOHb —
U WETHYTh eMY Ha yXo0... cJIoBo. Ero rnasa craHyT apyru-
Mu. [IpeBpaTaATCA B IJia3a TOr0 — YeJIOBEKa B YEPHOIk
cyrane. 1 Hopr pacckaxer eit o CtpaHe CmepTH, 4TO
JIEXWT 32 [Tpeie/IaMU XXU3HM 3eMHOM ¥ MOTJIbHBIX YepBeil.

A Huko20a He cKaxcy emy ca060.

Ho venoBek, koTopslit Bockpecws Hopra u octaBui
IVl Hee 3alMCKy — OCTaBWI, CJIOBHO 3apsiXKE€HHbIi pe-
BOJIbBED, KOTOPHBIH OHA KOraa-HUOYIb MOAHECET K BUC-
Ky, — 3HaJl, KaK Bce Oyaer.

HeBATHAOUATb OTKPOET TalHY.

JleBATHaRUATh U €CTh TaiiHa.

Ona Bapyr moiiMana ceOs Ha TOM, YTO pPacCessHHO
BOAMT NaJiblLEM IO MHUBY, NPOJUTOMY Ha CTOMKE, Bbi-
mucuiBasg JEBATHAOUATD, — u GbicTpo BbiTepaa
MYTHYIO JIYXHLy, KOTAa 3aMeTHJIa, 4To Hopt Habniona-
€T 3a Hell.

Kocrep nporopein 6bicTpo. Ee KiIMeHTbl BEpHYJIUCh B
nuBHyl0. OHa NpUHANACh METOOMYHO BJIMBaTh B cebd
BUCKM «CTap» U K NOJYHOYH HAIMMIACh BYCMEDPTb.

vil

OHa 3aKOHYHIAa CBOM paccKa3 M, MOCKOJIbKY CTPEJIOK
HMYero He CKa3all, pellliia, YTo OH YCHYJI, He JOCTyLIaB.
OHa yXxe ¥ caMa HayaJia 3aChInaTrh, KaK BAPYT OH CIIPOCHUL:

— 310 BCe?

— Jla. D10 Bce. YXe 04eHb MO3MHO.

— I'M... — OH cBepHya cebe elle OAHY MamUpOCKYy.

— He copu TabakoM y MeHS B KpOBaTH, — CKa3saJjia
oHa. Pe3de, 9eM eit Obl XoTeN0Ch.

— He 6yny.
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OnaTte THIIMHA. JIMLWIB OrOHEK CAaMOKPYTKH MepLa
B TEMHOTE.

— YTpom ThI yitIeub, — XMypo NMPOroBOpHJia OHa.

— HasepHoe. MHe Henb3s 3nech octaBaThes. [To-Mo-
€My, OH MHe [TOACTPOWJI JIOBYLIKY.

— A 4TO, 3TO YKCJIO M BIIpaBHY...

— Ecnun xoyeusb COXpaHHTh pacCynoK, He IPOU3HOCH
310 cnoso npu Hopre, — ckasan crpenok. — BoobGme
3a0ynb ero, eciu cMoxellb. YroBopu cebs, 9To nocjie
BOCEMHaLATHU UIET ABanuaTh. YTO NOIOBUHA OT TPUALIA-
TH BOCbMH — 3TO CeMHaauaTb. YesioBek, NOAMHUCaBIIMHA-
cs Yontep 0’Mpak, OH KTO YrofiHO, HO TOJIbKO HE JDKELl.

— Ho...

— Korna tebe oueHb 3aX04eTCs, TaK YTO YK€ HEBTep-
NeX, NOAHUMHUCH K ceOe B KOMHATY, CIIpSTYbCS ITOX Ofesi-
JIOM U NOBTOPSii 3TO CJIOBO — KPHUYH, €CJIM Hallo, — MTOKA
XENaHue He Mnpoiaer.

— Ho onHaxapl cyuuTcs Tak, YTO OHO He MpOoMneT.

CTpenoK HHYero He cKasai: OH 3HaJl, YTO OHa Ipasa.
910 ToXe GbLa NIOBYILIKA — CTpalliHasi, Ge3picxonHast. Ecmm
Tebe CKaXyT, UTO HeJlb3s MPeACTaBRIATh CBOIO MaMy roJIoN,
MMOTOMY YTO MHay€e Thi Nnomnageib NPIMMUKOM B afi (Koraa
OH ObL1 MIEHbKHM, KTO-TO M3 CTaplIMX PeOSAT HMEHHO
3TO €My U CKasai), Tbl 00s13aTesibHO cAejiacllb TO, 9YTO
Hemb3a. Y nouemy? IotoMy 4To TeGe He xOo4ercs mpen-
CTaBAATh CBOIO MaMy rojioit. [TotoMy 4To Te6e He xouercs
nomnactb B an. [1ToToMy YTO eCJTH eCTb HOX H PYKa, YTOOh
IepXaTb 3TOT HOX, KOria-HMOyap Thl HeM30€XHO BO3b-
Melllb 3TOT HOX B PyKy. IToToMy 4TO MHayYe Thl POCTO
coiipewib ¢ ymMa. M Thi Bo3bMelnb 3TOT HOX. He nmoroMy
YTO ThI 3TOI'0 XOYELIb, 3 TOTOMY YTO, HAOGOPOT, HE XOYelllb.

Korna-Hubyab Jiutn 06s3arenbHO no3oser Hopra u
CKaXeT eMy 3TO CJIOBO.

— He yxomu, — cka3ana OHa.
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— JlagHO, MOCMOTPHM.

OH noBepHyJCcA Ha 60K, CIIMHOM K Heit, HO OHa Bce
paBHO ycriokownack. OH ocraHercs. [lycte HeHamonro,
HO Bce Xe ocraHercs. OHa 3anpeMana.

YXe 3acblnasi, O0Ha CHOBa IMOXAYMaJia O TOM, KaK CTpaH-
HO HopT 06paTtiics K HeMy, KaK YyaHO OH roBopwi. OHa
HH pa3y He BHIENA, YTOOH CTPEJIOK, ee HOBLI IIOG0BHMK,
BBIPQXAJT XOTb KaKHe-TO YyBCTBa — HHU 10, HH nocie. OH
MOJTYaJT JaXe TOraa, KOraa OHM 3aHMMAaJIMCh JII0GOBLIO,
M JIMIIb TTOJi KOHEll ero JAbIXaHHe YYaCTHUJIOCh U 3aMepJio
Ha ceKyHay. OH 6bUT TOYHO KaKoe-TO CYLLECTBO M3 BOJI-
me6HOoM cka3ku win u3 Muda, CylecTBO He3HaKOMOe M
onacHoe. MoxeT 66T, OH HcnioJTHsieT xenaHusa? Hasep-
Hoe, na. Ee xenaHue OH UCITONIHWA. 3aBTpa OH He YileT.
OH ocraHercs. XoTa Obl Ha BpeMsi. U 3Toro eit noka yrto
JIOCTaTOMHO — elf, HeCYaCTHOI CyyKe CO IpaMoM. 3aBTpa
y Hee GyneT BpeMst IPUIYMATh BTOPOE XelaHUE U TPEThE.
OHa ycHya.

IX

YTpoM OHa cBapuia eMy OBCSHKY, KOTOPYIO OH MOJ-
ya cbesl. OH COCpPeOTOYEHHO MOJIOLIAT JIOXKY 32 JIOX-
KO, He nmymas 06 dnauc U BpsAn Jiu ee 3aMevast. OH 3HAL
eMy HyXHO UaTd. C KaXxnoi nuiiHeit MUHYTO#, ITOKa OH
MEJUIHT, YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM YXOAUT BCE JAJIbLIE M AAJTbILIE.
B03MOXHO, OH yXe B ImycThlHe. JI0 CHX NOp OH HEYKJIOH-
HO AIepXaJl MyThb Ha I0r0-BOCTOK, M CTPEJIOK 3HaJI IToYeMy.

— ¥ 1e6s ecTh KapTa? — CNPOCWI OH, OTOPBAaBIUUCH
OT TapeJKH.

— 3roro ropoaxa? — paccMesnach OHa.

— Her. CtpaHhl K 10ro-BOCTOKY OTCIOZA.

Ee ynnibka yBsna.
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— Tam myctbiHsg. [Tpocto nycThinsa. A nymana, Tl
OCTaHELIbCsl, HEHANOJIro.

— A 4TO 3a nycTbiHe?

— Otkyna MHe 3Hatb? Elle HHKTO ee He mepelle.
HHKTO Jaxe WU He MbITaICS, CKOJMbKO s CeOsi TOMHIO. —
OHa BuITepna pyku o (apTyk, B3sla IPUXBATKH U, CHAB
C OTHA YLIAT KUTsiLlieil BONbI, MEpeia ee B paKOBHHY.
Han Boaoit noaHsncs nap. — Ty4u YHOCHT B TY CTOPOHY.
Kak 6yaro ux 4to-To 3aCachiBaer...

CTtpenok BcTail.

— Tut kyna? — B ee rosoce BCTBEHHO CJILILIAICSH
CTpax, U OHa pa3o3nuiach Ha ceds 3a 3TO.

— Ha konoumHio. Eciin KTo-To ¥ 3HaeT, Tak 3TO KO-
HIoX. — OH noaoxmun pyku eii Ha ruiedu. OHM 6BUIH
XEeCTKMMH, ero pyku. Ho u teruibiMu Toxe. — M pacno-
pAXychb HacueT Myna. Ecin st cobepych 3nech 3anepXaTb-
Csl, HyXHO, 4TOObl 0 HEM N03a60TWINCh. YTOOB! OH ObUI
roToB, KOra Halo OyleT OTIpaBUTLCA Hajblie.

Kozda-nubyds, Ho He meneps. OHa NORHSUIA IJ1a3a.

— Tui ¢ 3TM KenHepan noocTropoxHee. OH ckopee
BCEro HH YepTa He 3HaeT, 3aTo OyaeT BbLIYMbIBaTb BCAKME
HeOLUTHLLBI.

— Cnacu60o, .

Koraa oH yiuen, oHa NOBEpHY/ach K paKOBHHE C O~
CyHO#, YyBCTBY#, KaK I10 LLEKAM TEKYT Clie3bl — ropsiaue
cyie3nl 6naronapHocti. OHa yxe M 3abbuUia, KOraa e B
nocneaHut pa3 ropopwin «cnacu6os. Kro-to, Kro eit
IEeUCTBUTENILHO He 6e3pa3niuyeH.

X

KeHHepnn — Mep30naKOCTHBUA CTapuKaniKa, 6e3sy-
OBl ¥ MOXOTIMBbIA — CXOPOHWI ABYX XEH H BOBCIO IfA-
JIWT coGCTBEHHBIX Aodyepeit. JIBe HeBYYIIKM, KaK rOBO-
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PUWTCS, elle He BOIUEAUIMEe B BO3pacT, TapalLlWIMCh Ha
CTpeJiKa U3 NMbUTbHOIO MOJyMpaKa KOHIOWHU. Manbilka
elBa JIH He IPYIHOro BO3pacTa CO CYACTIMBLIM BUIOM
MycKaja CJIIOHH, CHAA TMpAMO B rpsi3n. Bapocnas yxe
ZieBU1Ia, 6eIoKypast, IyBCTBEHHasi, HEOTIPATHAasA, YTO Ka-
Yaja BOXy M3 CKpHITy4ei KOJIOHKH BO IBOPE Y KOHIOLIIHH,
MOMJISABIBAJIA HA CTPEJIKA C 3TAKUM ITTyOOKOMBICJIEHHBIM
mo6onerTcTBoM. OHa yBUIIEIa, YTO OH Ha Hee CMOTPHT,
MPUOCAHWIACh, YIIMITHYJA ce0s1 32 COCKM, HEeBYCMBbIC-
JIEHHO IMOOMUTHYJIa €MY ¥ BHOBb IPUHSUIACh Ka4aTh BOMY.

KOH10X BCTPETHII €ro Ha ITOJITYTH MEXAy YIULel U
BXONIOM B KOHIOMIHIO. Ero MaHeps! npeacTabisin coboit
HEYTO CpellHee MEXIY OTKPHITO! Bpaxae6HOCTbIO U 60-
SI3MUBLIM 3aUCKHBAHHEM.

— ¥YX MH 32 HUM CMOTPUM KakK Haio, — 06bABHII OH
C XOMy, ¥ He YCIeJI CTPeJIOK AaXe OTBETUTh, KaK CTapHK
BAPYT NMOBEPHYJICS K OUEPH W MTOTPO3MJI €if KyJIaKOM: —
Hnm B nom, Cyou! Bpeich otclona, KoMy ckasan!

ITomxsatu Beapo, CyOH C yrpioMbIM BHAOM MOIUIE-
Jlack K xubape, MPUCTPOEHHOM NMPAMO K KOHIOLLHE.

— 3710 TH 0 MOEM MyJle? — CIIPOCHJ CTPEJIOK.

— Jla, c3it, o0 HeM. [laBHEHbKO He BUAen s MyJioB. [a
ellle TAKMX JIAHbIX, 3A0POBHIX... IBa IV1a3a, YeThIpE HOTH...
nobpas ckoTHHa... — OH CKpUBWICH, KaK Obl 1aBast Mo-
HATb, YTO Y HEro M BrpaBAy Ayllia GOJIUT 32 TaKOE HENo
WIH, MOXET, YTO 3T0 GbUIa npocTo urytka. CTpeyiok Tak
H He TOHMUI, YTO MMEHHO, HO pelluwi, YTO, HaBepHOE,
BCE-TaKM HIYTKA, XOTA ¥ HEro CaMoro ¢ YyBCTBOM IOMOpa
GBUIO HanpsDKHO. — BEUIO BpeMs, Kylia UX IeBaTb-TO HE
3HaJIH, MYJIOB, a2 TOTOM MHP B3sU1 1a ¥ casuHycs. U xyna
OHH Bce noaeBauch? OCTanoch TONLKO HEMHOIO poraToi
CKOTHHBI, M IIOYTOBBIC JIOMIAIH, H... Cyou, 1 Te651 BHITIO-
pio, Borom xnsHych!

— Jla A He KycaloCh, — 3aMETW CTPEJIOK.
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KeHHepnu nono6ocTpacTHO chexuics. B ero rmasax
CTPEJIOK AABCTBEHHO BHIEJ XeJlaHHEe YOUTh, ¥ XOTH OH He
Gosuicsi KeHHepnu, OH BCe e OTMETHWI YBUIEHHOE, KaK
OyaTo caenan 3aKanKy B KHHUre — B KHHUIe MOTeHUMAIb-
HO HEHHBIX COBETOB.

— Heno He B Bac. Her, He 6 sac. — OH ocknabuics. —
IIpocTo oHa oT npuponsl HeMHOTO TPOHyTasA. B Helt 6ec
xuBet. OHa nukas. — Ero masa noremHenn. — Ipsaager
KoHew csera, muctep. [Mocneaunit Yac. Bu xe 3Haere,
Kak TaM B [IMcaHMU cKa3aHO: M Yana He MOMYHHATCH
POOMTENBLCKOI Bojie, U MHOTHX Cpa3UT MOpOBad A3Ba. [la
BOT NMOC/HYILATb XOTA Obl Hally MPONOBEAHHITY, U BCE
CTaHeT SICHO.

CTpesioK KMBHYI, a IOTOM YKa3aJl Ha I0r0-BOCTOK:

— A T1am uto?

KeHHepay onsaTh yXMBUIBHYJICS, 06HaXast roJIble Jec-
HEI C OCTaTKaMH MOXeJNTeBLIHX 3y6OoB.

— Ilocenenusl. Tpasa. [TycTbiHda. Yero xe eme? —
OH roroTHy/ 1 CMepWi CTpeJiKa HEOXHIAHHO IOXO0JIO-
HEBLUHM B3IJISLIOM.

— A nycTbiHsa 6onbiuas?

— bonbuias. — KeHHepaH cTapaTe/ibHO HAITyCTHI Ha
cebs cepbe3Hblif BUA. — Konec, MoOXeT, ¢ Teica4y Gyner.
A TO U c aBe ThicAuH. He ckaxy TouyHo, mucrep. Tam
HHYero Her. OnHa Gec-TpaBa Ia eLlie, MOXET, JEMOHbI.
T'oBopAT, YTO Ha JanbHel ee CTOPOHE eCTh elle FOBOps-
uwmit kpyr. Ho HasepHoe, BpyT. Tyaa yuen Tot, ApYroi.
Koropsiit Beuteunt Hopru, xorna oH npu6osnen.

— Ilpu6onen? A capnuan, oH yMmep.

KeHHepnu nponomxan yXMbUISTBCA.

— Hy... moxeT GbiTb. HO MEI Xe B3poCnnie JIIOAH.

— OnHako Tbl BEpHLUb B IEMOHOB.

KeHHepnu BOpyr cMyTHiCS.

— 310 cosceM apyroe. [IponosexHHLIa rOBOPHT. ..
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U KeHHepM NOHEC TaKO# B3A0OP, YTO YEPTAM CTAIO
ToLIHO. CTpeJIOK CHSUI LUIANY U BHITEP BCNOTEBLIHIA JIO6.
ConHue xapwio, npumnekas sce cuibHee. Ho KenHepnu
KXak 6yATo 3TOro M He 3ameyal. B Tolueit TeHH y CTEHH
KOHIOIIIHU MaJIBIIIKA C CEpbE3HBIM BMIOM pa3Ma3biBajia
0 MOpAAILKE IrpA3b.

HakoHel cTpeNKy HaloeNo BbICIYILINBAaTh BCAKUM
6pen, v oH o6opBan KeHHepan Ha nosyciose:

— A 4TO 33 NyCTHIHEH, HE 3HAeIUb?

KeHHepnu noxan ruieyaMu.

— YT10-TO, HaBepHOe, ecTh. JleT nATbAeCAT Ha3aA Tyaa
Xomwa peiicoBblii akunax. Ilanama mMoit MHe paccKa3bi-
BaJ1. F'oBOpwI, 4TO TaM ropsl. Koe-KTo roBopUT — OKeaH...
3eJIEHBIA TaKOH OKeaH C YyNOBHILAMM. A €lle roBOpAT,
6yITO TaM KOHELl CBETA U HET HHYET0, TONbKO CBET OCAer-
Jsommit v muk Boxwii ¢ passepctiM pToM. U uto Bor
TIOXMpAeT J11000ro, KOMy CIYYUTCS Tyaa 3abpecTH.

— Yyiub co6aubs, — KOPOTKO GpPOCHI CTPEJIOK.

— Bort u 5 rosopio, YTo 4ylib, — C paloCTbIO MOA-
HakHyn KeHHep/iH, CHOBa COrHYBLUMCH B 01060CTpacT-
HOM NOMYNOKJIOHe. Bosick, HeHaBuIIsA, CTapasicb YTOAUTb.

— Tbl TaM NpUIISAABIBaAit 32 MOMM MYJIOM.

Crpesiok mBbipHYyn KeHHepnu elne ooHYy MOHETY,
KOTOpYIO TOT noiiMan Ha nery. Kak cobaka, koropas no-
BUT MAY.

— B syyiueM BUAE MPUCMOTPUM, HE GECMTOKONTECH.
JymaeTe 3aiepXarbCsl Y HAC HEHaONro?

— IMoxanyit, npunerca. bor macr...

— ...0yzmer Bona. [la, koHeuHo. — KeHHepiu onsATh
paccMesUICs, HO yXe HeBecesio. B ero rnasax crpeyiok
CHOBa 'yBHAEJ XenaHue yourtb. Her, naxe He tak. He
youth — a 4TOo6Bl CTPEJOK CaM MOBAIWICS MEPTBBIM K
ero HoraM. — D1a DNy, YepTOBKa, MOXET GBITH OYEHb
MWIEHBKOH, eclii 3axoyeT, BepHo? — KoOHI0X corHyn
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JIeBYIO PYKY B KynaK M NPHHSAJCS TBIKaTh B KYJIaK yKa3a-
TENbHBEIM MATbLEM NPaBoit, N306paXxas U3BECTHBIH aKT.

— Thl yTO-TO CKazan? — paccesiHHO MepPecpOCHI
CTpENoK.

Tenepb ra3a KeHHepny nepenolHWIHCh YXacoM —
CJIOBHO ABE JIYHBI TTOAHSTUCH Hall TOPU3OHTOM. OH GbI-
CTpO yOpasl pyKH 3a CITUHY, KaK WKOLINBbIA MaIbIHIL-
Ka, KOTOPOro NOoiMaii 33 HEXOPOUINM 3aHATHEM.

— Her, c3ii, v cnosa. [Tpouy npoueHus, eciiv 4To
copBanocb. — TyT OH yBuaen, yro Cy6u BHICYHYNACh U3
OKHa, ¥ Habpocuics Ha Hee: — S Te6s TOYHO BHITIOPIO,
cyubs Thl Mopaa! borom kisHyc! S TeG...

Crpenok notues npous, 3Has, Yo KeHHepau [IsauT
€My BC/lell M YTO eCJIH OH ceituac o6epHeTCs, TO NPOYTeT
y KOHIOXA Ha JIHLie €r0 HCTUHHbIE, HENPHKPHITHIE YYBCTBA.
Hy u uepT ¢ HuM. Bbuio xapko. CTpenoK 1 TaK 3HaI, YTO
Ha Jivlie CTaporo KOHoxa Oyner HanucaHa Xrydas HeHa-
BUCTb. HeHaBucTb K yyxaky. Hy u sanHo. Ctpenok yxe
MONAYYWT OT HEro BCe, YTO HYXHO. ENMHCTBEHHOE, 4YTO
OH JOMNOLIHHHO 3Hal O NMYCThIHE, 3TO TO, YTO OHA 60/Ib-
wiasi. EJMHCTBEHHOE, 4TO OH AONOMJIHHHO 3HaN 00 3TOM
ropoaxe: 3I€ech elle He Bce caenaHo. Elue He Bee.

Xi

OHH ¢ Dnnu exanu B nocreiu, korna 1lle6 sneren
K HUM C HOXOM, ITMHKOM pacnaxHyJl OBepb.

ITpouuio yxe LeabiX YeThpe IHA, U OHH MPOMEJbK-
HyJH Kax 6yaro B TymaHe. OH e, Cnian. Tpaxancs ¢ S/,
OH y3HaJ, YTO OHa MIPaeT Ha CKPHIIKE, H YTOBOPHII ee
chITpaTh Wi Hero. OHa cuaena B npoduib K HEMY y OKHa,
OMhIBaeMast MOJIOYHHIM CBETOM 3apH, H YTO-TO HAUIDHI-
Bajla — HaTYXHO U COMBYMBO. Y Hee BHIIWIO OHl BIIOIHE
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CHOCHO, ecJii 661 OHA 3aHHMaJack nobosbine. OH BOPYT
MOHSUI, YTO OHA €My HpaBUTCH, HPaBUTCS Bce GoJbLIe U
Gosbmie (IyCTh HaXe YYBCTBO OBUIO KAKMM-TO CTPaHHO
OTpPENIeHHBIM), ¥ MIOAYMaJl, YTO, MOXET ObITh, 3TO U €CTh
JIOBYLIKA, KOTOPYIO YCTPOWI €My YeJlOBeK B YEPHOM.
MHorna crpenox BuIXoAwN nmpoiTuch. OH HU O 4eM He
3aMyMBIBAJICS.

OH naxe He ClblILAN, KaK TUIEAYLIHbIH Tanep Mon-
HHMMaJICS 1O JIECTHHLIE, — ero yyThe nputynuiocb. Ho
ceifyac eMy GbUIO yXe BCe paBHO, XOTs B IPYroM MecCTe,
B Ipyroe BpeMs OH Obl, HaBepHOE, He Ha LIYTKY BCTpe-
BOXWICS.

DJUIM yXe pa3/ieNiach U Jiexasa B IOCTE/H, TPHUKPhITast
MPOCTHIHEH TONBKO A0 nosica. OHU KaK pa3 cCOGHUpPanUCh
3aHATHCA JTI000BEIO.

— IMoxanylicra, — wenrajia oHa. — Kak B TOT pas3.
A X0y TaK, X0uy...

JBepb C rpOXOTOM pachaxHysnach, 1 K HUIM BOpBaJICSA
KOpOTbIIIKA Tanep. Boexan, cMeHO noaHumasi HOru,
BBIBEPHYTHIE KOJICHSIMH BHYTPb. DJUTH He 3aKpHyaia, XOTs
Bpyke y Ille6a 65U1' BOCBMHAIOMOBhI MSICHULIKH I HOX.
Ile6 M3maBan Kakue-To HewieHopasaeabHble OyNbKalo-
LIHe 3BYKH, CJIOBHO KaKoi-HHOyAb Oengonara, KOTOpOro
TOIAT B 6anpe C XUAKONA rpsA3bio, Opbi3Xa Mpu 3TOM
cnmoHoit. OH ¢ pa3Maxy OMYCTWJi HOX, CXBAaTMBLIMCH 33
pyKosiTb 06eMMH pyKaMH. CTpeJsiok nepexBaTuil ero 3a-
NACTBA ¥ pe3Ko BuiBepHYJI. Hox Bbuieren. 1lle6 npoH3n-
TeJIbHO 3aBH3XaN — CJIOBHO IBEPh MOBEPHYJIaCh Ha pXa-
BHIX neT/1sIX. Pyku Hee®TecTBEHHO DepHYNHCD, KaK Y KyK-
JIL-MapHOHETKH, 06e — CJIOMaHHbIe B 3anscTbix. Betep
yoapwi [ecCKOM B OKHO. B MyTHOM ¥ yyTb KPHBOBaTOM
3epKajie Ha CTEHe OTpaXanach BCSl KOMHATA.

— OHa 6bu1a Moeit! — paspoiaaincs Llle6. — CHavana
OHa 6suta Moeit! Moeit!



CTPEJNIOK 73

DU MENBKOM B3IJISTHYJIa Ha HEMO M BCTaJla C KpOBa-
TH, HaGpocuB xanaT. Ha MrHoBeHHe CTpeJIKY CTaIo XaJl-
KO 3TOro YeJIoBeKa, MOTepsABILIEro YTO-TO, YTO, KaK OH
CYMTAJ, HEKOrIa NPUHAIIIEXATI0 eMYy, — 3TOr0 XaJIKOro
MaJIEHbKOTO YeJI0Be4Ka, KOTOPBIif y:Ke HUIYIero He MOXeT.
W TyT cTpenok BCOMHWI, rae OH ero Buael. Benp oH
3HaJI €ro paHblIeE.

— 39710 u3-3a 1651, — poinan llle6. — Tonbko U3-3a
Te6s1, Dy, Tel OblJIa NepBOIt, K 3TO Bee THL. A... 0 Boxe,
Boxe Munoctusslii... — CyroBa pacTBOPHIUCH B PUCTY-
ne Hepa3GopUYMBbLIX BCXIUIIOB M B KOHEYHOM HTOre 06ep-
HYJAHCb notokoM che3. Llle6 packaunBasics B3aa-Brepen,
MPHUXUMas K XXHBOTY CBOH CJIOMaHHbIE 3aMACThS.

— Hy t1we. Tuwe. Jait 5 nocMorpio. — OHa omy-
CTWIAaCh nepen HUM Ha KoneHu. — Jla, ciomansl. [11e6,
KaKOoIi Xe Tbl Bce-Taku UOUOT. U KaK Thi Tenieps Oyneunb
urpatb? U Ha yto Oynewb Xuth? Thl X HUKOrAa He GBUT
CWIbHBIM, WM Tbl, MOXeT, 006 3TOM He 3Ha1? — OHa
NMoMorJIa eMy BCTaTb Ha HOrH. OH MONBITAICA CNPATAaTh
JIKUO B JIAIOHSIX, HO PYKH He NOMYMHWIKCh eMy. OH ruia-
KaJl B OTKphITYI0. — JlaBaii csaeM 3a CTo, U g monpobyio
YTO-HUOYNb CAENATD.

OHa ycannna ero 3a CToJ ¥ HUIOXHWIa eMy Ha 3arsCThs
ITWHH U3 LLETOK, NpeaHa3HaYeHHbIX 1A pacTonku. OH
TUIaKaJl THXOHBKO, 6€3BOJILHO.

— Memxuc, — cKa3ajl CTpeNIOK, H Tarnep B3APOTHy
U 00epHYyJICA K HeMy, IIMPOKO pacnaxHyB Iiia3a. Ctpeniok
KUBHYJ — W BIOJIHE ApyXemo6Ho, Beab Ille6 yxe He
ITBITAJICS] BOTKHYTD B HEIO HOX. — MEIKHC, — NOBTOpMI
OH. — Ha Yucrom Mope.

— U 4yro TamM B Memxuce?

— Tsl ObUI TaM.

— A ecnu ¥ 6bu1, 4TO C TOro? 5 Tebsa He ITOMHIO.
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— Ho Tl noMHU1IB AeBYyLIKY, npaBna? JdeByuiKy no
umenu Cio3an? B Houb XKaterl? — I'osoc cTpenka cae-
Jaics xectkuM. — Tol 66U y KocTpa?

Y Tanepa npoxainu ryosl. ['y6sl, GiecTsiue oT Ciaio-
Hbl. Ero B3nIAA roBOpui 0 TOM, YTO OH BCE MOHMMAET:
OH ceifyac GJiDKe K CMEPTH, YeM B TO MTHOBEHHE, KOraa
OH BOPBAJICA K HUM B CNIAIbHIO, pa3MaxuBasi HOXOM.

— Yiiau orciona, — cKa3aJl CTpeNoK.

U Bort Toraa Ille6 Bce BcnoMHMII.

— Tsl ToT MamBbuMILKa! Bac 610 TpoOE, MasibuKLLEK!
Bbl npHexanu cOCYMTATh NMOrOJIOBLE CKOTA, U DIpen
IDxoHac 6bU1 TaM, OXOTHMK 32 rpo6amu, H...

— ¥Yxomu, HoKa MOXHO YWTH, — CKa3aJl CTPeJiOK, H
111e6 yien, 6arokast CBOM CJIOMaHHbIE 3aMsICThS.

DM BepHyIach 06paTHO. B MOCTENb.

— MU kak 310 BCce NOHUMATh?

— 310 TE6S He Kacaercs, — CKa3aJl OH.

— JIagHo... TaK Ha YeM MbI ¢ T060/i OCTAaHOBWIMCH?

— Hu Ha yeM, — cKa3an OH M nepeBepHYJICA Ha GOK,
K He#t cnnuHOiA.

OHa TeprieJIMBO NPOroBOpPUAA:

— Benb THI 3Ha NMPO MeHs, npo Hero. OH Aenan, YTo
MOT, 2 MOT OH HEMHOroe. A 51 Gpaia, UTo MOra, NOTOMY
YyTO MHE 6bUTIO HyXHO. Bot M Bce. [la ¥ YTO TYT MOIJIO
6biTh? U uTO BOOGLIE MOXET GbITh? — OHa MPUKOCHYJIaCh
K ero ruevyy. — KpoMme Toro, 4to g pana, YTo Thl TaKOH
CHJIbHBIMA.

— He ceityac, — cKa3a oH.

— A KTO OHa, 3Ta ZieBylika? — cnpocwia OHa U Io-
6aBwIa, He IOXIABLINCh OTBETAa: — ThI €€ JIIoOHI.

— He 6yneM 06 3ToM, Dmu.

— S Mory caenath TeOA CHIbHeEE...

— Her, — cka3an oH. — TH He MOXelllb.
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Xil

BockpecHbIM Beuepom Gap 6bu1 3akphIT. B Tasune 6601
BBIXOAHOH — YTO-TO Bpoe CBALUEHHOI cy660TRI. CTpe-
JIOK OTIPaBIICS B KPOXOTHYIO MOKOCHBLIYIOCS LIEPKBYLL-
Ky Heronaeky ot Ki1anbuiua, a /UM 0CTanach B MUBHO#
MpOTHPAThb CTOJIbI AC3MHOHUUHPYIOMIMM PacCTBOPOM H
MBITb CTEKJIa KEPOCHHOBbIX JIaMI B MBUILHOM BOJE.

Ha 3emnio cnyctuauch cTpaHHble, 6arpgHOro LBETa
CYMEpKH, M LEPKBYILKA, OCBELUEHHAsA H3HYTPH, TOXOAH~
Jla Ha TOpSALLYIO TOMKY, €CJIH CMOTPETb HAa Hee C JOPOrH.

— 51 "e noitny, — cpa3y ckasajia dnHc. — Y 370k
TETKH, KOTOpasi Tam MPOMNoBenyeT, HE PeJIUrus, a OTpasa.
[TycTb K Heii Xoas1T NoYTEHHbIE TOPOXaHe.

Crpenok BCTan B NPUTBOPE, YKPHIBIIMCh B TCHH, H
3ariasHyn BHyTpL. CKaMed B MOMEWIEHHH He ObUTo, M
npuxoxaHe crosiv. (OH yBunen KeHHepnu M Bech ero
MHOrOYHC/ICHHbIM BbIBOAOK; KacTHepa, BnanenbLa eAuH-
CTBEHHO# B ropoake yOoroHbKoi ranaHTepeifHoi J1aBku,
H Cro KOCTJISAIBYIO CYNpPYXHHLY; KOe-KOr0 M3 3aBCeraara-
eB 6apa; HECKONILKMX «TOPOACKHMX» XXEHUIMH, KOTOPHIX OH
paHbllie He BHAEN, H — 4TO yauBuTeNbHO — Llle6a.) Oun
HECTPOIHO TAHYAM KaKOi-TO TMMH a cappella*. Crpenok
C JII06ONBITCTBOM Pa3risifibiBajl TOJCTYIO TETKY HEOOBAT-
HbIX pa3MepoB, YTO CTOsJIA 32 Kadeapoit. i emy ro-
Bopuna: «OHa XWBET yeNMHEHHO, MOYTH HU C KeM He
BcTpeyaercs. TonbKo 1o BOCKpeceHbAM BbUIA3UT Ha CBET,
4106 OTCAYXUTb CBOIO CIIyXOy amckomy rutameHn. Ee
30ByT CwibBus [IutrcToH. OHa He B CBOEM YME, HO OHA
UX Kak OyaTo okonnosana. U um aro Hpasutcs. Y Bnon-
He HX YCTPauBaeT».

Hu oaHo, aaxe caMoe KOJIODUTHOE ONHCAHHE 3TOM
XEHILUMHBL, HaBEpHOE, BCE PaBHO HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIO Ohl

* Be3 My3nIKaNbHOIO COMPOBOXAEHHA (2am.).
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aeictBuTenbHOCTH. Ee rpyau 6bU1H Kak 3e MJIsIHbIE BabI.
Iles — Moryuast KONIOHHa, JIMLIO — OyTJIoBaTas GieaHas
JIyHa, Ha KOTOpPOil CBEPKAJIH IN1a3a, TEMHBIE H OTPOMHBIE,
Kak 6e30HHEBIE 03epa. POCKOLIHbIE TEMHO-KAILTaHOBBIE
BOJIOCHI, CKDydEHHBI€ Ha 3aThUIKE HEOpEXXHBIM pa3Bai-
BAIOIMMCS Y3JIOM, YAepXHBajla 3aK0/JKa pa3MepoM C
HeGonbiuo#t Bepren win Msca. Ha Heit Gbuto mpoctoe
rwiatbe. IToxoxe, U3 MelIKOBHHBI. B rpoMagHbIX, KaK
rop6euUIM, pydYHMlllaXx OHa Jepxajia ncantbipb. Ee koxa
ObU1a Ha YAUBIICHHE YUCTOM U IJIaIKOM, LIBETA CBEXMX
cnuBoK. CTpenoK Mmogymai, YTO OHa BECHT, HaBEpHOE,
¢yHTOB TpHCTa. BHE3anHO ero 00ysu10 XelaHue — asnas,
Xrydas nmoxotb. Ero ax sarpsiciio. OH nocnetmnn oTBep-

HYThCA.

Mui colimeMcs y peku,
Y npekpacHoit y pexH,
MHi coitneMcs y pexH,
Y pe-e-e-e-e-Kn,

B LlapcrBe Boxuem.

TlocaenHsa HoTta nocaegHe# crpodsl 3amepina. Pa3-
JaJIOCh IIApKaHbe HOT M NOKalUIMBaHUe.

Omna xpana. Korna oHM YCIIOKOH/IMCh, OHA NPOTSAHY-
Jla K HUM PYKHM, KaK OBl 6J1arociioBiisis BCIO MacTBy. 310
6bU1 XecT, MpoOyXnaoumii BOCIIOMUHAHKS.

— JIio6e3Hble OpaThsl M cecTpul MoK BO Xpucre!

OT ee C/IOB BesUTO YeM-TO HEeyJI0BUMO 3HaKOMEIM. Ha
MTHOBEHHE CTpeJIKa 3aXBaTHJI0 CTPRHHOE YyBCTBO, B KO-
TOPOM TOCKA 1TO GbLIOMY Melmajach CO CTPaXxoM, M BCe
MPOHM3bIBANIO XYTKOBATOE OllyleHue deja vu. OH nony-
Maul: s yXe 3TO BUIeN, Bo cHe. M, MoxeT GBITb, HE BO
cHe. Ho roe? Korna? Toyno He B Memxuce. Ia, He B
Memxuce. OH TpsAXHY/ IONIOBOM, MPOrOHAA 3TO CBEPOs-
nree 9yBcTBO. IlpHxoxaHe — yenoBeK ABAILATh MATh —
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3aMepJiy B rpo60BOM MOYaHUK. Bce B3rIsab GbUTH ITPH-
KOBaHHI K [TPOTIOBEAHHULIE.

— CeroaHs Mbl noropopuM o Heuncrom.

Ee ronoc 6bu1 CIaooK M Menoau4YeH — BbIpa3sUTellb-
HOE, XOpOLIO NOCTaBJIeHHOE COMpPaHO.

Cnabblit ponoT npotiies o pagaM MPHXOXaH.

— MHe kaxeTcsl, — 3aTyM4Y4BO BRIMONBHIA CHIBBUSA
[TutTCTOH, — GYATO 5 3HAIO JIMYHO BCEX TEX, O KOM Io-
Boputcs B [Tucanuu. Tonbko 3a nocjaegHue nath JeT g
3aydTana ao aeip TpM bHOAKMH, K ele MHOXECTBO — JI0
TOro. XoTst KHHTH W JOPOTH B 3TOM GoIbHOM MHpe. S yno6-
o 3ty Knury. 51 nio6iio Tex, Kto B Heil mecTByert. Pyka
06 pyky ¢ laHMnnOM BCTynaia si B pOB CO JibBaMH. S cTosi-
nia psaaom ¢ IlaBuaoM, Koraa ero MCKymana Bupcaeus,
Kynasch B npyay o6HaxeHHoi. C CeapaxoM, Mucaxom
M ABneHaro Obuia s B e4H, pacKajleHHO# orHeM. S cpa-
3uUna ABe ThiCAYH¥ BOMHOB BMecTe ¢ CaMCOHOM H IO R0-
pore B Jlamack ocjieria OT CBera He6eCHOro BMecCTe ¢
ITaBnoM. Bmecte ¢ Mapueit puinana s y Fonrogsl.

U onaTb THXUit B31OX NMpPOLIENECTEN N0 paiaM.

— 51 y3Hana ux u nomoGuia sceM cepaueM. M jminp
odun, — OHa MOMHsUIA BBEPX YKa3aTeJLHHINK nanel, —
JIMLIb OOUH K3 aKTEepOB BENIUKOH TON ApaMB! OCTaercs
Ui MeHA 3arankoil. Eduncmeernuiii, KTO CTOMT B CTOPO-
He, Npsiya JIMUO B TeHH. EduHcmeeHHwill, KTO 3aCTaBlAeT
TeJI0 MOE ApOXaTb — M TPENeTaTh MOIo ayluy. SI Goioch
ero. S He 3Halo ero nNoMeIcaoB K 6olock. S Goloch Heun-
cTOro.

Emie oauH B3a0X. OoHa M3 XEHIIWH 3aXajia pyKoi
POT, KaK 6yATo ymepXuas pBYIIMiCA KPHK, H CTana
PacKauMBaThCA BCE CHIIbHEE.

— 9710 oH, Heuncthiit, uckyman EBy B oGpa3e 3mMus
TOJI3y4ero, YXMbUIASICh M NpeCMBIKasCh Ha Gploxe.. D10
OH, HeuucTHif, MpHIeN K CBIHAM H3pawleBHM, KOIAa
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Mouceit nonHsuics Ha ropy CHHaif, U HalUENTbIBAI UM,
MOACTPeKast UX COTBOPHTB ce6Ge muona, 30/10TOro TeJbLa,
¥ TIOKJIOHATBCS €My, IpenaBasiCh MEP30CTH U OJTyny.

CTOHBI, KHBKH.

— Heywucrsrit! OH cTosn Ha 6ankoHe psinoM ¢ Uesa-
BeJIbIO, HaOJIonas 3a TeM, KaK Halllejl CBOI0 CMEpTh Liapb
AxaB, H BMECTe OHH NOTELIANIUCh, KOTAa INChl JIAKaNU €ro
ewne Teruty1o Kposb. O Mou GpaThst M CECTpbl, OCTeperaii-
Tech ero — Heuwucroro.

— Hla, Unucyc MWIOCEpaHbIH... — BBLIOXHYJI CTapMK
B COJIOMEHHOI uwisne. TOT caMblil, KOro CTpejoK BCTpe-
TWI NEepBRIM Ha Bxone B Ta.

— OH Bcerna 3nech, MoH 6patbs U cectpbl. OH cpeau
Hac. Ho MHe HeBemoMbl ero nomeicinbi. 1 BaM Toxe He-
BEAOMBI €ro nNoMuIciibl. KTo cyMes 661 MOCTUYb 3Ty yXac-
HYIO TbMY, 9TO KNYOHTCA B €ro NOTa€HHbIX AyMax, 3Ty
He3bI0JIEMYIO TODABIHIO, TUTAHUYECKOE OOroxynbCTBO,
HeyecTHBOe JIMKoBaHHe?! U Geaymmne, BOUCTHMHY UCNO-
JIMHCKOe, BCenoronapiee 6esyMmmue, KOTOPOE BXOAMT,
BIIOJI3a€T B JIIOACKUE OYLIM, TOYMUT UX, OyATO YepBb, NO-
poxnast XeJJaHUs Mep3Kue M HeyecTuBbie?!

— O Hucyc Cnacurens...

— 310 ox npusen 'ocniona Hawero Ha lopy...

— Ha...

— 3910 o uckywan Ero u cynmun Emy uenslit MUp M
MHMPCKHUE yCJIafbl...

— Jla-a-a-a-a...

— W on BepHercs, korma Hactynut KoHeul cpera...
oH, KoHel cBera, yXe rpanert, 6patba 4 cecTpbl. Bul 3TO
yyBCcTBYyeTe?

— Jla-a-a-a-a...

ITpyxoxaHe paCKaYHBaJIUCh U PHLIAJIK — N1AaCTBA CTa-
Jia noxoxa Ha Mope. JKeHimHa 3a kadenpoii, Ka3anoch,
YKa3hpIBaJia Ha KaXAOI0 U B TO Xe BpeMs HU Ha KOro.
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— Ox npuneT Kak AHTUXPHUCT, aibiif KOPOJIb C I1a3a-
MH, HATUTHIMH KPOBbIO, U NMOBEAET YeJIOBEKOB K NMbUIAI0-
MM HelpaM norubenu, B ILTaMeHb MyK BEYHBIX, K KpO-
BaBOMY Kpalo rpexa, KOraa BOCCHAET Ha Hebe 3Be3la
TlonsiHb, U A3BBI M3ITIOXYT Tejia neTeil MalbIX, KOraa
XeHCKUe YpeBa poIsT YyAOBHIL, a AESTHUA PYK 4eIoBe-
YecKnx 06epHYTCS KpOBbIO...

— 0-0-0-0...

— O boxe...

— 0-0-0-00000000...

Kakas-To XeHLUIMHA NOBAIKIACh HA MOJI, CTYYa HO-
raMH o gouaroMy Hactuiry. OnHa Tydns cirerena.

— 3a BCAKOIi ycNnanolo TUIOTH CTOMUT OH... OH! DTO oH
co3pan aackie MauwMHb ¢ KieikMoM Jla-Mepk. Heuu-
CThIA!

Jla-Mepk, noayman crpenok. Uim, moxer, Jle-Mapk.
CnoBo 6bUT0 eMy 3HaKOMO, HO OH HHKaK He MOT BCIO-
MHMTDb — OTKyna. Ha Bcsikuit cimyqait oH caenan 3aMeTky
B NaMsATH — a y Hero ObU1a O4YE€Hb XOpOoIlas NaMsATh.

— Jla, lN'ocnoau! J1a! — BOIMWIM NMPHUXOXaHE.

Kakoif-To MyX4YHHa NPOH3UTENbHO 3aBONWI H ynal
Ha KOJIEHH, CXXMMasl roJIoBY PyKaMH.

— KT0 nepXut 6yThUIKY, KOrIa Tl MbEMb?

— On, Heyucmuwiit!

— Koraa Ts1 caamiubcst UTpaTh, KTO CAAET KapThi?

— On, Heyucmuiit!

— Korna tst npenaeuiscs 6ayay, Bo3XenaB Ybei-TO
TUI0TH, KOTIa Thl OCKBepHSAELUb ce6s1 pyKobmyaueM, KoMy
nponaellb Th 6eccMepTHYIO ayury?

— Ewmy...

— Heuu...

— BoxeHbKa MHIEHbKHIA...

— ...MUCMOMY...

—A..a..a..
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— Ho xT10 oH — Heuucrhiit? — BbIKpUKHYJIA OHa,
XOT$l BHYTPH OCTaBaJIaCh CIIOKOIHOI. CTpesIoK YyBCTBO-
BaJl 3TO CNOKOMCTBKE, €€ BIACTHbI CAMOKOHTPOJIb, €e
rOCrOACTBO Hal UCTePUYHOI To/noi. OH BAPYT MOAyMan
C YXXacCOM M HEeNoKOJIeOMMOIi yBEpEHHOCTbIO: Y€JIOBEK,
Ha3BaBLUMIACA YONTepoM, OCTaBWJI ClIEll B €€ YpeBe —
neMoHa. OHa onepxuMas. 1 BHOBb HakaTuna xapkas
BOJIHA BOXIENEHUsI — CKBO3b cTpax. Kak 6yaro u 310
6buta JoByuika. Kak c/oBo, KoTopoe Yositep OCTaBw
s DJuC.

-MyXuKHa, CXIMaBILHIT pyKaMH roJioBy, C/IeNno pBa-
HYJICS Briepell.

— I'operb MHe B any! — 3aKpu4aj OH, NOBEPHYBILUMXCH
K nponoseaHuLie. Ero uckasusiieecs MU0 Aeprajoch, KAK
GYIITO ITOZ KOXeEit €0 U3BUBATMCH 3Men. — 51 TBopun Gnyn!
Hrpan B xapthl! I Hioxan TpasKy! A epewun! ... — Ero
TOJIOC B3IMETHYJICS BBbICb, 00EPHYBLIMCH NYTAIOWIUM HC-
TEPHYHBIM BOEM, B KOTOPOM YTOHYJ/IH cJioBa. OH CXuMan
CBOIO IM'OJIOBY, KaK GyATO 60siICs, YTO OHA Ceituac JIOMHET,
TOYHO Tiepe3penast ObIHA.

ITacTBa yMOnKia, KaK o KOMaHje, 3aMepeB B MOJY-
nmopHOrpaMyYecKnX Mo3ax cBoero 6;1aro4yecTUBOro Uc-
CTYIUICHHSA.

CwibBust ITUTTCTOH cnycTmnachk ¢ Kageapbl H NMpu-
KOCHYJIacCh K €ro rojiose. Boruiu MyX4nHbi 3aTHXJIH, eaBa
ee Nnaimblpl — ONefHble CWIbHbIE Nablibl, YUCTHIE, N1a-
CKOBBIE€ — 3apBUINCh €My B Bojiochl. OH Tyrno yctaBWiCSl
Ha Hee.

— K0 68U1 ¢ TOGOM BO rpexe? — cripocuia OHa, ris-
Isi eMy NnpsIMO B IJ1a3a. B ee rnasax, HeXHbIX, NyOOKHX,
XOJIONHBIX, MOXHO GbUIO YTOHYTb.

— He... Heuncrmiit.

— HWwmsa xoropomy?

— Carana. — CHaB/IeHHBIH TATYYHIt BCXTHIT.
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— TI'oTOB ThI OTpeubcs?

C xapom:

— Ja! Ja! O Uncyc Cnacurens!

OHa noaHsANa ero rojioBy; OH CMOTpEJ Ha Hee MyCThIM
CHSAIOLIMM B30poM (haHaTHKa.

— Ecnu ceituac oH BOIOET B 3TY ABEPb... — OHA TKHY-
J1a aiblieM B MONiyMpaK NPUTBOPA, r1e CTOSUI CTPENIOK, —
TOTOB Thl OPOCHUTB C/I0BA OTPEYEHHS €My B JIMLIO?

— KnsiHych uMeneM Matepu!

— Tl Bepyelus B BeuHylo Jto6oBb Uucyca?

OH pa3spblnancs.

— [Manky MHe B 3anHULLY, €CNH HE BEPIO...

— OH npoiuaer Ted¢ 310, JXKOHCOH.

— Xsana lN'ocnony, — BbiaaBun JXKOHCOH CKBO3b
clie3bl.

— 4 3Haio, yto OH npoiuaer Te6d, KaK 3HAIO H TO,
YTO YMOPCTBYIOUWIMX BO rpexe u3roHser OH U3 YepTOroB
CBOMX B MECTO MNbljialoNIeii TbMbI 32 npeaenamu KpaiiHe-
ro Mupa.

— Xeana l'ocnody. — TOpXeCTBEHHO B3BbUIA [1aCTBA.

— Kak 3Haio H 10, yTo 3ToT Heuucrnlii, atot CaraHa,
IoBesuTeNb MyX ¥ NON3YYHX rafnoB, 6yneT HU3BEPrHyT H
cokpyiueH... Eciu Tol, JIXXOHCOH, Y3pUILb €r0, Thl pa3aa-
BMILIb €ro?

— Ha, v xBana l'ocnony! — JI>XOHCOH Iu1aKkai. — Pa3-
HJAaBJIIO rajga AByMsi HoraMu!

— Ecau BbI, OpaThsl M CeCTphbl, Y3pUTE €ro, Bhl €ro
ononeere?

— Ja-a-a-a...

— Ecuu 3aBTpa OH BCTPETHUTCA BaM Ha yauue?

— Xsana l'ocriony...

Crpenky crano He no cebe. OTCTYNUB K ABEpSAM, OH
BBHILLIEJ Ha YJIMLY ¥ HanpaBwiIcs 06paTHO B ropox. B Bo3-
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IyXe SIBCTBEHHO OLLYILAJICA 3arax ITyCThIHU. YXXe CKOpOo
OH CHOBA OTTIPABMTCA B MyTh.

Ve coBceM CKopo.

Ho He Teneps.

X

CHoOBa B NOCTEJH.

— OHa He npuMeT Te0s1, — cKa3aja DJUIH, K ee FoJIoC
3Byqas1 MCIyraHHO. — OHa BooGLIe HUKOro He MPUHH-
MaeT. TonbKO MO BOCKpPECEHBSIM BBIXOOMUT, YTOOBI 1O
CMEepTH BCEX HamyTaTh.

— W paBHO OHa 3xech?

— Jler nBeHamuaTh. A MOXeT, ABa roma. CTpaHHbIE
Bell¥ TBOPATCA CO BpeMeHeM. Jla Thi M caM 3Haelub. Jla-
Bail jryyiue He GyaeM O Heil FOBOpHUTD.

— Ortkyna oHa npunuia? C kako#t CTOpoHbI?

— A He 3Hal0.

JIxer.

— Jwm?

— A ne 3naro!

— Om?

— Hyxopomo! Xopouro! OHa npuiuia Ot nocesieHLes!
M3 mycThinm!

— S Tak u ;yman. — OH HeMHoro paccnabwics. UHbI-
MH cJIOBaMH, C Ioro-Boctoka. OTTyna, Kyaia HanpapisieT-
cs oH. ITo HeBUAMMOI4 JOpOre, YTO MHOTAA OTpaXaeTcs
B He6e. OH MoYyeMy-TO HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO NPOIOBE-
HM1Ia PHUILUIA He OT MOCEJICHUEB ¥ JaXe He OT MYCThIHH.
OHa npHIIIa U3 KaKOro-To MeCTa, KOTOpPOE TaM, 3a ny-
ctuiHel. Ho xax? ITyTb-10 fBHO He Gnu3kuit. Moxer
OBITh, Ha KaKoM-HUOYAb ApeBHeH MaumHe? U3 Tex, 4yTo
enle paGoraior? Moxer, Ha noe3ne? — A rae oHa XXuBet?
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DK MOHU3KNA roJloC:

— Ecnu g ckaxy, Mbl 3aiiMeMcst 1I060BbI0?

— Mbl B 11060M cnyyae 3aitMeMcs m06oBbi0. Ho MHe
Halo 3HaTh.

OHa B3n0XHyAa. BeTxuit, HCCOXIINI 3ByK — CIIOBHO
IEJIECT NOXENTEBLUNX CTPAHHLL.

— VY Hee IOM Ha NMpHropKe 3a UEPKOBbIO. Takas xu-
6apka. Korma-to... Koraa-To TaM Xl CBAIIEHHUK, Ha-
cTosIuMii cBaieHHUK. [loka He moxuHyn Hac. Hy yro?
Tenepsb Th1 nOBONEH?

— Her. Euwe Her.

U oH HaBanwncs Ha Hee.

Xiv

CTpenok 3Haj, YTO 3TO NOCAEAHHUI HEHb.

HeGo, yponnusoe, 6arpoBoe, Kak CBEXHil CHHAK,
OKpPacWIOCh 310BEWIMM OTOIECKOM NMEPBLIX Jydeit 3apH.
DK XoIWwia Mo KOMHaTe, KaK HeNnpUKassHHBIA pH3pak.
3axurana namnbl, NPUrNsAbIBaIA 32 KYKYPY3HBIMH JIe-
NelKaMM, KBapyalMMU Ha ckoBopoxe. Ilocne Toro
KaK OHa pacCcKa3sajia CTpeJiKy BCe, YTO eMy ObUI0 HYXHO
y3HaTb, OH OTJIIOOWI ee C YTpOeHHBIM ycepaueM. OHa
MOYYBCTBOBaJIa NPHOIDKEHUE KOHILIA M 1aJia eMy GoJiblue,
YyeM JaBajia KOMY-JIM60 npexne. OHa oTAaBanach eMy C
6e3bICXONHBIM OTYaTHUEM, CJIOBHO MBHTAsACh IpeNOTBpa-
THTb HaCTYIUICHHE PacCBeTa; C HEyeMHOH 3Hepruei 1mecr-
HaluaTWIeTHei. A yTpoM oHa Gbuta GuiemHoi. B mpen-
IBEPHH OYepeNHOM MEHOMay3hl.

Mourga oHa nonana eMy 3aBTpak. OH e GHCTPO, IIo-
TaJl, MOYTH He XY, ¥ 3alMBaJl KAKIbIA KycOK 00Xuralo-
muM Kode. Djumn BCTasia y IBEPU U HEBUIANIMM B30POM
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yCTaBWIaCh B YTPEHHMIA CBET, Ha 6e3MOJIBHBIC JIETHOHBI
MeIUTMTEJIbHBIX 00J1aKOB.

— CeronHs, Kaxetcs, OyaeT nbiibHas 6ypsi.

— HeyauBurenbHo.

— A TH BoOGlU€E XOTb YeMy-HUOYIb YOWUBJsSELWIbCA?
Xots 6bl HHOrAA? — CMPOCKIAa OHA C TOPbKON UPOHHEFH
M TMOBEPHY/IaCh K HEMY B TO MTHOBEHHE, KOIa OH YyXe
B3sUica 3a muamy. HaxnoGyuuB wuisiny Ha ronoBy, OH
HanpaBWICS K BLIXOLY.

— HHoraa yausisiocs, — GpOCWI OH eif Ha XOomy.

OH YBMIAMT €€ XHUBOi! ellie TOJbKO pa3.

XV

‘Korza oH no6pasics 10 xikuHbl Cunbeun [TUTTCTOH,
BeTep CTHX. Bechb MUp clIOBHO 3aMep B oxuaaHuu. Crpe-
JIOK YXe MPOXW JOCTATOYHO B 3TOM MYCTBIHHOM Kpalo
M 3HaJ, YTO YeM HOOJble 3aTHllbe, TeM CWiIbHee Oyaer
6yps, koraa nogHuMercs Berep. HeecrecTBeHHbl Grek-
JILLA CBET 3aBHC Haj 3eMJieil.

Ha aBepy 06BeTIIANOr0, MOKOCHBLIETrOCs AOMMKA 6LUT
TIpUGUT 6OJIBIIONK AepeBAHHEINM KpecT. CTPesoK NoCTyqal.
IMomoxman. Her otBera. OH onath noctyyan. ¥ onare
HHMKAKoro orpera. OH 9yTh OTCTYIIWI ¥ YOApHJI 11O ABEPH
Horoit. HeGonbmas mexkonna BHyTpu cockoumna. Jisepp
pacnaxHyJacb, yAapMBLIMCh O HEPOBHbIE TOCKU CTEHHI H
BCIYTHYB KpPHIC, KOTOpBIe C THCKOM GPOCHIINCH B Pa3HbIC
cropoHH. CwibBUs [IMTTCTOH cHAena B MpHUXOXeEH, B
rpOMaiHOM KpecJie-KayajiKe U3 TEMHOro AepeBa, U CIo-
KOHHO CMOTpeJ1a Ha CTpe/iKa CBOMMM GOJIbLIIMMH TEMHbBI-
MK rnaszamu. [lpearpo3oBoe CHsiHMe OHSA JIerIO eit Ha
IIeKH MyralomuMM noryroHaMy. OHa Kytanach B I1aJIb.
Kpecno-kayajika THXOHbKO NTOCKPHITRIBAJIO.
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OHM CMOTpEM IOpyr Ha Ipyra HOJroe MTHOBEHHE,
BbINIaBLIEE U3 BPEMEHH.

— Tebe HMKOrNA €ro He MoimMaTh, — MPOroBOpHIa
OHa. — Thl UOewb NyTeM 3/a.

— OH npuxoamnn K Tebe, — cKa3aji CTpeJIoK.

— U Boanexan co MHoi. OH roBOpWJ CO MHO Ha
Hapeyun. Bricokum Cnorom. OH...

— OH 1ebs nonmen. U B npsiIMOM, U B NEpeHOCHOM
cMbICIIe.

OHa naxe He MOMOPLIMIACD.

— Thol uaewb nyreM 31a, CTpeoK. TH CTOHIIb B TEHH.
Byepa BeuepoM Tl TOXe CTOSUT B TEHH, N0J CEHBIO CBS-
LIEHHOro MecTa. Th! Ayman, 4To A Te6s He YBHXKY?

— IMoyeMy OH Hcuenni 3Toro Tpasoena?

— OH — anren lNocnoaens. OH Tak cKasai.

— Hanelocb, oH X0Tb y/biGancs, KOraa 310 roBOpuII.

OHa o1epunace, 6e30T4ETHO NOAPAXast OCKATY CMEPTH.

~— OH roBOpHI MHE€, YTO Th PUAELIb CJIEIOM 32 HHM.
OH cka3an MHe, yTo aenarb. OH cKa3a, THl — AHTUXPHCT.

Crpenok nokaya rojioBoii:

— OH 3TOrO HE rOBOPWIIL.

OHa IeHUBO Y/ILIGHYNIACh.

— OH cka3aJ, Thl 3aX04€eLIb CO MHO# nepecnarb. 310
npasna?

— A THI BCTpeYaa MyX4YHuHY, KOTOPOMY HE 3axoTe-
Jnock 661 ¢ TO6OI nepecnars?

— Mos woTs crouT n0poro. PacruiaunBarscs Oynerns
XXM3HbIO, cTpesioK. H 3ayana oT Hero peGeHKa... 310 Obul
He ero peGeHOK, a OTTIPBICK BeJIMKOro kopoyisi. Ecimm Tt
oBJlaneemlb MHOi... — OHa yMOJIK/1a, 3aKOHYHB MLICIIb
JIUIUB JIeHUBO# ynmei6Koi. [ToBena CBOMMM MaCCUBHAIMH
Genpamu. TOYHO TUIMTEI YHCTEM1LIErO MpaMoOpa, OHH 3a-
CTBUIH ol MaTepueit nathbs. [Tomyunnocs aeAcTBHTEND-
HO BIieyamIsiole.
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CTpeJIoK B3sUICS 33 PEBOJIbBEPHI.

— B Te6e — neMOH, XeHIUHHA, a He KOposb. HO Thl
He 6oiicsa. S ero BeITamLy.

CioBa Bo3biMeu aeiicteue. OHa BCs CXalaCh B CBO-
€M KpecJie-KayajTKe M CTajia MoXoXa Ha OLLETHHHUBIIYIO-
CAl KYHHILY.

— He npukacaiics xo mHe! He nogxoaun! Tol He no-
cMeemb KocHyThc HeBecTrl Boxuelit.

— Xouews Ha crop? — YXMBUIbHY/ICSl CTPEJIOK M Luar-
HyJ K Helt. — He 3eBail, npoBepsiii, Kak cka3aj CTapbii
KapTeXHHUK, OTKPBIB KYOKU U Xe3Jbl.

T'opa ot BAPYT copporHynack. Ee nuuo npespa-
TWIOCHh B KapMKaTypHYI0 MacKy 6e3ymHoro yxaca. Pac-
TONBIPHB NATBLLI, OHAa COTBOPHJIA NEPE] CTPEIKOM 3HaK
I'naza.

— IlycTeinga, — cKasai cTpenok. — YTo 3a nycrbiHeit?

— Te6e HuKoOraa ero He noiimars! Hukoraa! Tel cro-
pnws! Cropums! OH Tak ckazan!

— A noitMalo ero, — Bo3pasui ctpesiok. — U Mbl 062
3HaeM, 4TO Tak M Gyner. YTo 3a mycTbiHeit?

— Her!

— OrtBevait!

— Her!

OH nogaics Brnepen, ynai Ha KOJIieHH U 00XBaTHJI €€
6eapa. OHa cXana HOrM, TOYHO THUCKH. Beoxnunuyna
KaK-TO CTPaHHO M NMOXOTJIMBO.

— Crano 6biTh, IEMOH, — cKa3an cTpeiok. — Hy,
BBIXOAH, AEMOH.

— Hem...

PLIBKOM OH pa3ABHHYJ €if HOTH M BBIHYJ U3 KOOYPBI
peBOJIbBED.

— Hert! Her! Her! — OHna 3anbiuiana npepeBUCTO,
XpMIUIO.
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— OrtBevait.

OHa Tpsicnach B CBOeM KpecJie, TaK YTO 101l HUM ApOo-
xan non. C ee ry6 caetanu oGprIBKYA MOJIMTB M HEBHSAT-
HBIX MPOKJIATHIA.

OH TKHY.J1 CTBOJIOM pPeBOJIbBEpa Briepen U CKOpee Nno-
YyBCTBOBaJI, U€M YCJBILIAN, KaK BO3AYX MCIMYTaHHLIM
BeTpOM BopBaiicsl eif B Jerkue. OHa MOJNIOTHIIA pYKaMH
€My 110 rojioBe; ee Horu 6unucek 06 no. Y B 7o Xxe camoe
BpPEMSI 3TO rpOMalHOE TeJIO CTPEMIIOCh BOOpaTh B cebs
CMEPTOHOCHBIl NpeAMET, BTOPriIMiiCS B COKPOBEHHOE
JIOHO; XeNano NPUHATH ero B CBoe 4peBo. HUKTO HX He
BHJIE/1 — TOJIbKO MbUIbHOE HE6O B CHHIOLIHBIX KPOBOMNOA-
TeKax.

OHa YTO-TO BLIKDUKHYJIA €MY, IIPOH3UTE/IbHO M He-
BHSTHO.

— Yr0?

— lopw!

— W uro0 Tam B ropax?

— OH OCTaHOBUTCH... C TOI CTOPOHBI... bowce M-M-
Muaocmugwiit!.. 4yTo6bl COOpaTbes ¢ c-c-cuiaamu. [1-n-mo-
IPyXeHue, MeauTauus... noHumaews? O... 1... ...

Heo6bsATHas ropa I10TH BAPYT HanpsArlach, NOAaB-
IIUCh Briepes ¥ HEMHOTO BBEPX, ONHAKO OH GbUI HaYeKy
U He MNO3BOJIWI €¢ COKPOBEHHOM IUIOTH NMPHUKOCHYTHCH
K Hemy. '

A MOTOM OHa BAPYT KaK-TO CHHKJIA M CBhEeXWIacCh.
Paspeinanach, 3aKuMas pyKaMu HH3 XHBOTA.

— Hy BoT, — cKa3aj OH, NOAHUMAACh. — JleMOHa MBI
oScnyxwium, a?

— Yxonu. Tul youn pe6eHka Anoro Kopoius. Ho Ta
3a 370 3alUlaTHILb. YX Oyab yBEepeH. A Tenepb YXOmH.
Y6upaiics.

YXe Ha nopore OH OrIgHYCH.
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— Huxkakoro pe6eHka, — KOpOTKO GpOCHII OH. —
Hukakux aHrenoB, IPUHLEB U 1EMOHOB.

— OcraBb MeHH.

OH ymuen.

XVi

Korna crpesyiok npuiues Ha KOHIOLIHIO, Ha CEBEPHOM
TFOPHU30HTE BCTAJIO MyTHOE MapeBo — nbL1b. Ho Hax Tan-
JIOM OKa 6BUIO THXO, MEPTBEHHO THUXO.

KeHHepnu DOXWAAICA €ro B KOHIOIIHE, HA YChINaH-
HOM CeYKOoif momocre.

— Orpesxaere, cTao ObiTh? — Ero ry6bl pacruibUiHCh
B nono60CTpacTHOI ynbibKe.

— Ja.

— Jlaxe He nepexaaBsiuy Gypio?

— fl ee onepexy.

— Berep Bcsko GuicTpeit yenobeka Ha Myne. Ha or-

KDHITOM NPOCTPAHCTBE OH Bac yOberT.

— MHe HyXeH Moif Mya, — NPOCTO CKa3ajl CTPEJIOoK.

— JTa, XOHEegHo.

Ho KeHHepnu He CABUHYJICA C MECTA, a NIPOCTO CTO-
SUI, CJIOBHO pemiasi, 4To Obl TAKOTO ellle CKa3aTb, U yCMe-
XaJICs 3TOi CBOEH NMOAXaIMMCKOM, UCITOJIHEHHON HEeHa-

BHCTH YXMBUIKOM. A TOTOM €ro B3[JIsIA CKOJIb3HYJ KyIa-TO
MOBEPX IUIeYa CTpeKa.

Crpenok 11arHyi1 B CTOPOHY U 00epHYJICS — TAXeNnoe
MoJIeHO, C KOTOpbiM Habpocunach Ha Hero CyGH, CO CBH-
CTOM PacceKII0 BO3AYX K TONbKO JIETOHBKO 3alIe/I0 €ro Mo
JokTio. Cuna pa3maxa He mo3sommwia Cy6u ymepXaTb
TNOJIEHO B pYKaX, ¥ OHO IPOXHY/IOCh Ha noJi. HaBepxy, Ha
CEHOBaJIe, UCITYTAHHO 3aMETAIUCh JIACTOYKH.
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IleBy1Ka Tyno ycraBuiach Ha cTpenka. Ee nepespenas
TbIIIHASA IPyAb paclikpaa 3aCTUPaHHOE MOJIOTHO py6axu.
MenmneHHO, Kak BO CHe, OHa 3acyHyJa OonbIoi nanel
B POT.

Crpenok nosepHyJcs o6patHo K Kennepiu. Tor pac-
TSIHYJ ryObl B LIKPOKOI# y/1biOKe. Ero Koxa 6buta XeJToi,
Kak BocK. ['1asa tak u Geraiu.

— S1... — HayaJ1 OH BIAXHBIM, GYJTbKAIOLIIMM LHENOTOM
M He CyMeJl 3aKOHYHTb.

— Moit Myn, — HanmOMHMJI CTPEJIOK.

— KoHeyHo-KoHeuHo, — npouientan KeHHepimH, u
€0 YXMbUIKa BAPYT caejanach yauBjieHHON. OH Kak Oyn-
TO He BEpWJ1, YTO BCe elle XKUB. OH NOIUIEJNICS 3a MYJIOM.

Ctpenok nepewiesn Ha HOBOE MECTO, OTKYAa ObLIO
ynobnee HaOnionath 3a KeHHepau. KoHIOX BHIBEN My/a
H BpYUMJI CTPENKY MOBONBS.

— A Tbl CTynait, MPUCMOTPH 33 CECTPOit, — OYPKHYJI
OH, obpaiuasch kK Cyou.

Cy6H TpsIXHYJIa roJIOBO# M OCTAIaCh CTOATb Ha MECTe.

C TeM CTpenoK M yuen, OCTABUB MX ISUIMTHCH APYT
Ha Ipyra B NNbUIbHOM, 3araXXeHHO! KOHIOLLHE: CTapHKa C
ero 60J1e3HEHHOI YXMBUIKOM M JeBHLLY C-€€ TYIbIM 3a-
TOPMOXEHHBIM ynpsaMCTBOM. CHapyXHu no-npexHeMmy
6bU10 ayuHo. XKapa o6pylumwiach Ha Hero, Kak MoJoT.

Xvil

OH BBIBeJI MyJla Ha MOCTOBYIO, TIONHHMAasl CanoraMu
o6nayka neuu. Ha cnuHe y Myaa xmonanu Gypaioku ¢
BOOOM, ITONHBIE MO 3aBA3KY.

OH 3arnauyn K lle6y, Ho Dwm TaM He GbuUT0. Tam
BOOG1Ee HUKOro He 66u10. OKHa 66U 3aJ1I0XKEHB! JOCKa-
MH B OXnaaHuu OypH. DJUtH TaK U He B3sIaCh 3a YOOpKyY
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rnocine BYepawrHeit Hoyu. bapaak B 3ajie ObUI XyTKMIA.
BOHSIO ITPOKUCIINM ITUBOM.

OH Habun cBoif BOPOXHBIIT MEILIOK KYKYpYy30ii, cy-
LIEHOM U XapeHOoi. BHTaluyI U3 XOJONMIKHA MOJIOBUHY
CHIpOro Msica, pa3nesiaHHoro mis 6udrekcon. OcTaBuwi
Ha cTojike 6apa yeTbipe 30JI0ThIX. DJIJIK TaK U HE CMYCTH-
nack. Xenro3y6oe 1lle60B0 nMaHMHO GE3MOJBHO C HUM
nonpoianochk. OH BbIlEN Ha YJIMLY X YKpenwi cBoit
JOPOXHblil MEILIOK Ha CIIMHE MyJia. B ropiie cTosin KOMOK.
OH e1ie MOT N30eXaTh JIOBYILIKH, TOJIbKO LUAHCHI €ro ObLUTH
HeBeJIMKU. B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, OH Xe HeuucThiid.

OH 1eJ1 MUMO NMPUTHXLIKX B OXXUAAHUHK IOMOB, YyB-
CTBYSl B3IVISIAbl, HaLIEJIECHHblE Ha HEro CKBO3b LUEIH H
TPEUMHBI B 3aKPHITBIX HAarJayXxo CTaBHAX. YenoBeK B uep-
HoM npukuHyics B Tajuie Borom. OH roBopun npo pe-
GeHKa Anoro KopoJisi, po KpacHoro rnpuHua. Ho 4ro ato
OLUIO: MpOsABJIEHNE BCEJIEHCKOH HPOHUY MK aKT 6e3bic-
xomHocTH? XopomiHii Borpoc.

3a CITMHOI BIpYT pa3gancs NMPOH3UTENbHBIA KPHK.
Bce mBepu co ckpeXxeToM pacnaxHynuch. Ha ynuiry no-
BaJIWIM oM. To eCThb IOBYILKA 3aXJIONHYMach. MyXuH-
Hbl B JJIMHHOMOJLIX CIOPTyKaX. MyXYMHBl B FPA3HBIX
pa6ouux mraHax. XeHIWHHE! B 6PIOKaX ¥ MOJIMHABLIMX
TUIaThsx. Jlaxe HeTUIIKM — MO NsITaM 32 CBOMMU poau-
Tensamu. U B KaXnoi pyKe — TsKeas Najaka, a TO H HOX.

OH cpearMpoBajl MOMEHTAILHO, aBTOMaTH4eCcKH. Cpa-
60Tan BpOXHECHHBbI# MHCTUHKT. PLIBKOM pa3BepHyJcs,
OIHOBpPEMEHHO BHIXBAaThiBasi peBoJjibBepbl. OHH JIETIK B
PYKH YBEPEHHO, IUIOTHO. DJUIH C UCKAXKEHHBIM JIMLIOM
JBHHYJIach Ha Hero. Jla, TaKk ¥ JOJDKHO 6bUTO GBITh: TONB-
KO DU, U HUKTO MHON. lllpaM y Hee Ha NGy neuIal
NypPNypHBIM aACKMM IUIaMEHEM B TYCKHEIOILEM MpeH-
ITOpMOBOM CBeTe. OH MOHSJ, YTO OHAa — 3aI0XHHMLIA.
3a ruieyoM y Hee, TOYHO BeIbMMH PY4YHOH 3Bepek, Mas-
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yuno anuo Hle6a, nckaxeHHOe Mep3KOit rpuMacoii. OHa
ObUIa ¥ €ro LWMTOM, U ero xepTBoit. CTpesok yBHUAEN BCe
3TO — OTYETIIMBO, SICHO — B 3aCThIBILIEM MEPTBEHHOM
CBeTe CTepWILHOIO 3aTHLIBS M YCITBILIAN €€ KPHK:

— Y6eit MmeHs, Ponann, crpensit! S ckasana emy cio-
BO, degamHadyams, 1 CKa3ana, ¥ OH paccKasai MHe... I He
@siHecy, Hem... CTpensii!

Ero pyku 3uanu, YyTo Hamo nenaTh, YTOOH HaTh €if,
41O OHa XoueT. OH Obu1 nocnenHuM. IocneaHUM U3 cBO-
€ro poixa, ¥ OH Blaaei He Toabko Beicokum Ciorom.
'poxHynu BhICTpenbl — CypoBasi, aTOHaJIbHasg My3bIKa
peBonbBepoB. Ee ry6ut AporHyiu, Tesio oomsakio. CHosa
rpsHyny BeicTpenst. Fonosa y Llle6a sanpokuHynacek. OHu
06a ynanu B nblib.

«OHHM yuuny B Kpait JleBITHaaLaTH, — MOLyMaJ cTpe-
JIOK. — §1 He 3Hal0, YTO 3TO TaKOe, HO TeNepb OHH TaM».

OH oTwIaTHYJICS, YKIOHSASACH OT rpana yaapos. ITan-
KH JIeTeIM MO BO3AYXY, HaueJieHHble B Hero. OmHa, C
reo3jiiem, 3auenuia ero 3a pyKy, pacLiapanas ee 1o Kpo-
BU. Kakoii-To MyXHK €O ILIETUHUCTON Goponoit U TeM-
HBIMM NSAITHAMW NOTAa NOA MbIIWIKAaMH HaGpocwiIca Ha
HEro, 3axas B KyJiake Tynoit KyXoHHbli# HOX. Ctpenok
HaXaJ1 Ha KypoK. MyXuK ynajn 3aMepTBO, yIapHUBLIHCh
non6opoakoMm o 3emiii0. BctaBHas 4emocTh BEIBaNWIaCh
U30 pra. BbIO CABIIHO, KaK KiaauHynu 3yonl. Ero
YXMBUJIKa 3aCThiJla OCKJIOM CMEPTH CO BCIICHUBIIEHCS
Ha ryb6ax CIoHOIA.

— CATAHA! — nanpuiBaics Kro-to. — OKAAH-
HbIW! YBEWTE EIO!

— HEYUCTHIA! — 3aBonu ewe omvH rosoc. U cHo-
Ba B CTpenKa nosyerenu nanku. Hox ynapwics o canor 1
orckoumn. — HEYUCThIN! AHTUXPUCT!

OH npoGuBai cebe nyTh ckBo3b TONIMY. Ero pyxu Bei-
6Mpayin MULLIEHU C NyTalolei TOYHOCThIo. Tesa nananu
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Ha 3emmo. JIBoe MyX4HuH ¥ XeHunHa. OH Gpocwics B
obpasoBaBiyiocs Gpellb.

Tonna ycTpeMwiach CIeAoM 3a HUM, 4epe3 yauLy, K
yooroMy MarasMH4YMKY ¥ LIMPIOJIbHE [0 COBMECTHUTEb-
CTBY, YTO pacroJiarajcsi Hanpotus 3aBeneHus llle6a.
CTpeJioK IOAHSUICA Ha JOINAThIil TPOTyap M, pa3sBEpHYB-
LLIMCh, BEIITYCTWI OCTaBLINECS MAaTPOHBI B HAIMMPAIOLLYIO
Tonmy. Ha 3agHeM rulaHe, pacIuiacTaBIUIKCh B MbUIH, N€-
xanu Ile6, D u Bce ocTaibHbie. Bce, KOro oH you.

OHM He IPOrHyJIM, He CIacoBaIM HH Ha MTHOBEHHE,
XOTs KaXIbli ero BHICTPEJI IOpaXKal XXMUBYIO Uelib, U OHH,
MOXeT ObITh, HUKOTA B XXM3HH HE BUIEJIH PEBOJIbBEPOB.

OH oTCTynWI, ABUTasiCh IUIaBHO, KaK TAHLIOP, YKIIO-

HASACDH OT JIETALIMX B Hero npeaMetoB. Ha xoay nepesa-
pspwiI peBosibBephl. Ero TpeHUpOBaHHbIE NaTbLibl ASNATH
CBOE JIeJI0 GEICTPO U YETKO — AEJIOBUTO CHOBAIH MEXIY
6apabaHamu ¥ naTpoHTallueM. Tosna nogHsIach Ha TPO-
Tyap. CTpeJioK BolleJ B JIaBKy M roanep aABepb. CTeKIO
TIPaBOi BUTPHHBI CO 3BOHOM pa36wioch. B 1aBKy BopBa-
Jmch Tpoe. Mx ninna — nuua paHaTMKoB — ObUIM MYCTHI,
B IJIa3ax MepUajl TYCKIbI# OroHb. OH yJIOXWI HX BCeX H
elle Tex JBOUX, YTO CYHYJHCh CleoM 3a HUMH. OHH
yNaiu B BUTPUHE, MTOBUCHYB HAa OCTPBIX OCKOJIKaX CTEK-
JIa ¥ TIepeKpbIB IIPOXOA.

JIBepb 3aTpemiaia rmon HarmopoM TeJl, U OH Pa3niyuia
ee roJoc:

— YBUMILIA! BAIIIU JYUIN! IbSBOJIbCKOE
KOITBITO!

JIBepb copBajach € MeTejb M MOBATWIACh BHYTDb,
rpoxHyB 06 noj. C nona B3METHYAACh NMbUlb. MYXYHHBI,
JKEHIIWHBI M JETH YCTPEMIIUCH K HeMy. OnsTb nojiere-
JIM TUIEBKH M nanku. OH 10 KOHIIA pa3psanui 06e 060MMEL.
Jliopu maganM, Kak couThie Kernu. OH OTCTYnmWI B LU~
PIOJIbHIO, Ha XOAY ONTPOKMHYJ1 60YOHOK C MYKOM M KaTa-
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HYJI €Er0 MM HABCTpeYy. BLIrutecHyI B TONMy Ta3 KUIsIei
BOJHI C IBYMsl OnacHeIMH OpuTBaMu Ha nHe. Ho Tonma
Hamupana, usnasas GeccBA3Hble 66CHOBAThHIE BBIKPHKH.
OTKynma-To c3any Hecauch BoriM CuiabBuM ITHTTCTOH.
OHa noAcTpeKana ux, ¥ ee 36I4HbIH rojIoc TO BIABIMAJICH,
TO onaja, Kak cjenasi BojaHa. CTpesioK 3arHaj MaTpoHBI
B enie He ocThiBlIMe 6apabGaHbl, BOIXas 3aMaXy MbUIA U
cOpUTBIX BOJIOC, 3aMax CBOEit onajeHHOM! IJIOTH, MCXO-
OAUWMHK OT MO30J1eil Ha KOHYMKAX NaJbLEB.

OH BBICKOYW Ha KpbUIbLIO Yepe3 3aHIOI IBEDb.
Tenepb 3a CUHOIT Y HEr0 OKa3aJIUCh YHLUIBIC 3apPOCIH
KyCTapHMKa, YTO NOYTH MOJHOCTHIO 3aCJIOHSTA TOPOIOK,
FPY3HO NpUNAaBUIKIi K 3eMJI€ C TOM CTOpPOHBL. Tpoe MyX-
YUH BBICKOYMJIM M3-3a YIJIa, UX MCCTYIUIEHHbIE JIMLA
PacIUIbIBAINCD B JOBOJIbHBIX NMPEIaTeIbCKMX YXMbUIKAX.
Onu yBuaenu ero. Y yBumenu, 4to OH TOXe MX BHIUT.
YneiGKku cnonziu GyKBajJbHO 3a MHMT A0 TOro, Kak OH
CKOCHJI BCEX TPOMX. 32 HUMH CJIEIOM SIBWIACh XEHIIMHA.
OHa Bbuta B rosnoc. Pocnas, Toncrasn. 3aBcernarau IuB-
HywKku lle6a 3sanu ee Terymkoit Mwuiu. Crpesiok Ha-
Xajn Ha Kypok. OHa oTaeTeNia Ha3al M MOBAJIWIACh Ha
CcruMHy, noxabHo packuHyB HOrd. Ee 100Ka 3ampanack u
c6mwiace Mexny Genep.

OH cnycTWICS C KpbUIbLia ¥ OTCTYIWI B IYCTHIHIO.
Hecars waros. JIBanuarts. 3aAHAd OBepb UMPIOIbHH C
TPOXOTOM pacrnaxHysach. Tonma XiIbnHyna Hapyxy. OH
Menbkom yrsiaen CwibBuio ITUTTCTOH. U OTKPHUI OTOHB.
OHH nafany: KTo Ha XMBOT, KTO Ha CITMHY. Yepes nepu-
Jla — B ITbUIb. OHU He OTOpachIBAIH TEHEH B HEMEPKHY-
eM cBete 6arpsHoOro aHs. ToNbKO Tenepp CTPENIOK Mo-
HSUT, 4TO OH KpyuMT. Y Kpuuan Bce 310 BpeMa. EMy ka-
3aJI0Ch, YTO Y HEr0 BMECTO I71a3 — HAXTPECHYTHIE IIaphl
MOMUIMMHUKOB. Slifia nomkanuch K xupoty. Horu one-
peBeHeNN. YIIH KaK GyATO HATWINCh CBHHIIOM.
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OH onATh OTCTpEJsUI BCE MAaTPOHbl, M TOJINA YCTpe-
MWIAch K HeMy. CTpesIoK NpeBpaTUJICS B ONWH CIIOLLHOM
I'ma3 u Pyky. OH 3aMep Ha MecTe U, He nepecTaBasi KpH-
4yaTh, Niepe3apsani peBojibBepsl. Co3HaHUe HE TO YTOOH
OTKJIIOYWIOCH, HO OTCTPAaHUJIOCh, OTCTYTIWIIO B Ge3yyact-
HYIO Jajib, IIpeAOCTaBUB HAaTPEHUPOBAHHBbIM MaJibLiaM
IeiiCTBOBATL caMoCTOATENbHO. Eciiu Obl TONBKO OH MOr
TIOTHATH PYKY, OCTAHOBUTb MX Ha Napy MMHYT, pacCKa3aTb
WM, YTO 3TOMY TPIOKY, KaK U' MHOTMM JPYTMM, OH YYHIJI-
csl, HaBepHOE, ThICSIYY JIET, PACCKa3aTh MM O PeBOJIbBEpax
M 0 KDOBH, MX OCBATHBILEH... TONbKO 3TOro He nepenaiib
cnosamu. Ero pyku caMu pacckaxyT 3Ty HCTOPHIO.

Korzna oH 3aKkoHYMI nepe3apsXaTh PeBOJIbBEPbI, TOJ-
T1a NOACTYNWIA K HeMy coBCeM OJIM3KO0, Ha pacCTOSSHHUE
6pocka. ITanka ynapwia emy B 106, conpaB Koxy. I1po-
CTYNWIa KpoBb. Yepe3 napy CeKyHI OHM €ro CXBaTsT.

B nepsrix psinax oH 3ameTn KeHHepau, ero Mjiagiuyo
IOYKy JieT omMHHaauaTH, CyOu, IByX My>XXMKOB — 3a-
BceraaraeB 6apa, LUTIOXY 110 MMeHH DMu PenpbaoH. OH
yaoxwn ux Bcex. A Tex, kro 3a HuMH. Jlionu nananu,
KaK oropofHsie myraja. KpoBb U MO3rd pacTeKajluCh
PYYBSIMH.

OcTtaibHbie B HCITyTe 3aMELIKAIMCh: HA MTHOBEHHE
Oe3uIMKasi TONMNA pacnajach Ha OTAENbHbIE 03a]aYeHHbIe
muua. Kakoii-to MyxunHa Geraji KpyraMH, UCTOILHO
Bord. JKeHIIMHA ¢ HaphiBaMM Ha pyKaX 3alpoOKHHYJa
roJioBy K HeGecaM U pa3pa3uiach 6e3ynepXXHbIM FOrOTOM.
CrapHK; NepBHif U3 TAUIBLEB, KOrO YBHIAEN CTpPEJIOK,
BOMAAsA B ropof — Toraa OH CHIEJ Ha CTYNEHsIX 3aK0JIo-
YeHHOM JIaBKM, — C UCITYTY HaJIOXWI B LUTAHbI.

OH ycries nepe3apsauTh TOJbKO OOHH PeBOJIbBEP.

A nioroM oH yBuaen Cywibsmio ITutrcron. OHa Hecnach
Ha Hero, pa3MaxuBas AepeBIHHLIMU KpecTamu. Ilo pac-
MATHIO — B KAXIOi pyke.
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— JbABO! AbABOJ! ObABOJ! IETOYBUNLIA!
YYOJOBULIE! YHUUYTOXDBTE ETO, BPATHA U CE-
CTPHI! YBENTE HEYUCTOTO! AETOYBUWLIY!

Ilects pa3 oH crycTun Kypok. [To omHoMy BEICTpe-
Jly — B KaXnplit KpecT. JlepeBo pa3neTesoch B IIEMNKH.
Emte yeThipe — eit B ronoBy. OHa BCsl KaK-TO CXanach U
3anpoxana, Kak MapeBo Xapa.

Ha MraoBeHwue Bce ycTaBHIMCh Ha Hee, 3aMepeB, CI0B-
HO aKTephl B XWBbIX KapTHHaX, MOKa Majiblbl CTPeJIKa
MCMOMHSUIM MPUBBLIYHBbII TPIOK NMepe3apsaky. OnajieHHbie
KOHYMKH nanblieB ropeay. Ha KaXnoM M3 HUX MPOCTY-
MWK POBHBIE KPYXOUYKH OXOIOB.

Tenepb ux ctano MeHbue. OH MpouIencs 1o psAnam,
TOYHO Jie3BHe CEHOKOCHJIKH. U Obul yBEepeH, 9TO mnocjie
rnbesn 3Toi XEeHIUMHBI OHHM JOJDKHBI APOrHYTb, HO TYT
KT0-T0 6pocun HOX. PykosiTKa ymapwia npsaMmo 1o oy,
npoMex rna3. Ctpesiok ynan. Tona HanBUHYJACh Ha HEro
3N106HBIM crycTKOM. OH paccTpesisil 04epeaHyIo NOPLHIO
MaTPOHOB, JieXa Cpelu MyCThIX rwib3. ['onoBa pasGoie-
JIaCh, Nepe IJ1a3aMu NOTUTbUTH TeMHBIE KPYTH. OH yJIoXWI
ONUHHANUATh YenoBeK. ONMH pa3 MpoOMaxHyJcs.

OH# Bce Xe HaGpOCWINCh Ha HETO — Te, KTO OCTAJICS.
OH paccTpeJisut YeThipe NaTpOHa, BCe, YTO YCIIEN 3apAOUTD,
a [I0TOM OHH HaBAIMJIUCh — KOJIOJIH, OMIU. OH OTIHBBIp-
HYJ IBOMX, BUETIMBLIMXCA €MY B JIEBYIO PYKY, M OTKATHJI-
ci B CTOPOHY. [lanbubl nenaju cBoe OEJI0 — TOYHO M
6e30TKa3HO. OcTpblit ynap npuinescs eMy B ruieyo. Kro-to
BOH3W1 Tyaa HOX. KTo-10 GonpHO yaapun B criMHy. Ilo
pe6paM. KTo-To nbIpHYy ero B 3afHUILYY BWIKO#. Kakoi-To
MaJILYMIIKA, COBCEM MMaLaH, IPOTHCHYJICA CKBO3b TOJMITY
U pe3aHy ero o uKpe. [1y6oko pe3aHyin, Hecna6o. Crpe-
JIOK OIHUM BBLICTPEJIOM CHEC €MY IOJIOBY.

SApoCTHEIN HaTHCK nolues Ha yoputh. CTpesiok npo-
IoJoKall NanuTh. Te, KTO €lle yuesesl; HaYajld MOTHXO-
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HEYKY OTCTYNATh K NOJUHSABILUM, pa3bed€HHBIM BETPOM
nomaM. Ho pyku cTpesika nponosokaiy Jenath CBOe Iejlo,
Kak ABe co6aKy, HeyeMHbIE B CBOEM XEJIaHHH YCITYXXHTh
U TOTOBHIE BLIAEJIEIBATh BCAKHE TPIOKH Tebe Ha norexy
He pa3 U He ABa, a BCI0O HOYb HampojieT. Pyku cesuiu
cmepts. Jlioan naganu Ha Gery. [TocnenHuit cymen 3a-
6paThcd Ha CTYNEHBKH 3aJHEro KpbLibLia LIUPIONIBHU.
TTynsa cTpenka yrommia eMy B 3aThUIOK. My>XXuMHa BCKPUK-
HYJ ¥ NTOBAJIWICA Ha 3eMJTIO.

— A-a! — 370 6bUI0 nocnenHee caoso Tana.

TumMHa BO3BpPaTHIIaCh, 3aN0JIHUB 00pa30BaBLUYIOCH
TYCToTy.

X.pOBb COUMIIACH N3 MHOTOUMCIIEHHbIX PaH CTpeJIKa.
Wx 6bU10, HaBepHOE, He MeHblle aBaauaTu. [1paBsaa, Bce
HerryGokue, KpoMe rope3a Ha ukpe. OH nepessi3an HOTY,
OTOpBaB IOJIOCY OT pyGaxu, NOTOM BCTa1 B MOJIHbIA POCT
¥ OTJIRALN PEIYNLTATHI CBOMX CMEPTOHOCHBIX TPYAOB.

OHH NieXany U3BWIKCTON, NOMAHOW JIMHUEH, YTO

MPOTAHYNACH OT 3aJHMX ABEpeil LIMPIOJIbHH 0 TOrO Ca-
MOrO MecTa, rae cTosul OH. OHM 3aCTbUIM B CaMbiX pas-
HOOOpa3HBIX no3ax. HUKTO M3 HUX He NMOXOomWi Ha Crs-
LIero.

OH nowieNn 1o 310 JIMHUM CMEPTH, CYUTAs TPYIILI.
B naBke xakoii-To MyX4YHHa JieXxaJl Ha nonay, Nio60BHO
CXKHMMas B pyKax HaATPECHYThIl KyBILUWH C JieACHLIAMH,
KOTOPBIH OH, Nanasi, yTSHYN C NpUIaBKa.

CrpesioK OCTaHOBWICSI B TOM CaMOM MeCTe, Ilié BCe
'HayaJIoCh, — IMOCPpeIy ITYyCTHIHHON rNaBHOi ynuubl, OH
3aCTpe/IWI TPUALATD AEBATh MYXXKYMH, YETHIPHAALIATD XKEH-
1IMH M nATepbix geteif. Beex, ko 6uu1 B Tanne.

[epBhiit cyxoji nophiB BeTpa MpuHec ¢ co6oi ToLI-
HOTBOPHBI cllaaKoBaThiit 3anax. CTpesioK MoBepHyJics B
Ty CTOPOHY, MOMHSUI [71a3a U KMBHYJ. Ha nowaroit Kpet-
me nmuBHymku llle6a pacrutacranoch pasnaraioweecs
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Teno Hopra, pacnsitoe Ha nepeBAIHHBIX KONbsX. PoT U
ra3a 6bUTH OTKpLITHI. Ha rpsisHoM 10y Garposen otne-
YaTOK pa3fBOEHHOrO KOMbITA.

Crpenok Bbiuien u3 ropona. Ero myn MupHo maccs B-
3apocCisAxX TPaBKM B COPOKaA ApHAax OT ObiBLIEH nMpoe3xeit
noporu. CTpenok oTsej1 MyJia 00paTHO B KOHIOIIHIO KeH-
Hepau. CHapyXH HalpblBaJiCs BeTep. YCTPOMB MyJa,
CTPeNoK BEpHYJICSl K NuBHYLIKe. OTBICKaT JIECTHHLY B
3agHeM uynaHe. [Toansancs Ha kpbiuty. CHsut Hopra. Teno
ObUIO Ha YAMBJIEHUE NIETKHM, Jierye BA3aHKH XBOPOCTa.
CTpenoK CTalluN €70 BHU3 H MOJIOXWI BMECTE CO BCEMH.
C TeMH, KTO yMep Bcero onuH pa3. [lorom oH BepHyscs
B IUBHYI0, ChE Napy raMOyprepoB M BBIMWII TPH KPYXKH
nuBa. CBeT CHapyu noMmepK. B Bo3ayx B3IMETHYJICA ne-
coK. Toit HOubI0O OH cnan B KpPOBaTH, Ile OHH C DJUTH
3aHUMAJIUCh J1060Bbl0. EMY HMYEro He NMpMCHWIOCH.
K yrpy Betep ctux. Cusiio COJHLIE, KaK BCErua, ApKoe U
paBHoOAyliHoe. Tpynbl OTHECNIO BETPOM Ha 10T — TOYHO
nepekaTu-nosie. 3af0Jiro A0 NONyAHs, 3alepXaBIIMCh
TOJILKO 3aTeM, YTOOL! nepeBsi3aTb CBOM PaHbl, CTPENIOK
TOXe OTNPaBWICS B MyTb.

Xvil

EMy nokasanocs, 4to bpayH ycHyJ1. Y1Jiu B o9are esa
TJIENH, 2 BOPOH 30/TaH 3aCyHYJ1 rojioBy fOA KPLUIO.

OH yXe coGupacs BCTaThb M NOCTEUTH cebe B yron-
Ke, KaK BApYT bpayH cka3an:

— Hy Bot. Tul MHe Bce paccka3an. Tenepb TeGe ierae?

CTpenoK HeBOJIbHO B3APOTHYII.

— A C yero TH! pelwi, YTO MHe TUI0X0?

— Th — yvenosek. Tl Tak ckazan. He neMon. Mnu
THI, MOXET, coJirau?
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— 51 He nran. — B gymie wieBeNbHYJIOCH KaKOe-TO
CTpaHHoe 1yBcTBO. EMy HpaBwics bpayH. [leiicTBuTeNs-
HO HpaBwics. OH HU B YeM He coirat emy. Hu B ueM. —
‘A xTo TH, BpayH? To ecTb Ha camoM zaere.

— SI'— npocTo s, — CNOKOIHO oTBeTHA TOT. — IToO-
9eMy THI BCeTZia M BO BCEM HLUELIb KaKOH-TO NMoABOX?

Crpenok Moya 3aKypuiI.

— Cnaercs MHe, THI yXe COBCEM OJIM3KO K 3TOMY
CBOEMY YeIOBEKY B 9epHOM, — nponomxan bpayH. — OH
YXe JOBelieH IO OTYasTHUA?

— A He 3Hal.

—Am?

— Eme Her. — Crpesiok B3MIsAHYN Ha bpayHa ¢ ensa
YJIOBUMBIM BLI30BOM. — S MIy, Kyna HaZio MATH, U AENAl0
TO, YTO JHOJDKEH.

— Toraa Bce B nopsinke. — bpayH nepeBepHyJcs Ha
Apyroit 60K ¥ 3aCHYII.

XiX

VrpoM bpayH HakopMII ero M oTnpaBiul B AOPOTY.
Ilpu cBere mHS NoceNeHel BHIMIALEN KaK-TO YYAHO: CO
CBOe# BNaoi rpyapio, OnajJeHHON! CONIHLUEM, BHITUPAIO-
LIMMH KTIOYMLIAMM H KOITHO# BBIOILIMXCS KPAaCHBIX BOJIOC.
BopOH NPHUCTPOWICA Y HErO Ha IIeye.

— A Myn? — cnipoOCHJI CTPeJIOK.

— 4 ero cbeM, — cka3an bpayH.

— O’kelil.

BpayH npoTAHYJ pyKy, H CTpeaok moxan ee. floce-
JieHell KHBHYJ B CTOPOHY I0r0-BOCTOKa.

— Hy uT0 X, B n0GpHiit myTh. JlOATMX AHEH U IpUAT-
HBIX HOYCH.

— Te6e Toro xe BABOIHE.
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OHH KMBHYJIY APYT APYTY, Y Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOTO DJUH
3paia PomaHnom, noiues mpoyb, CO CBOMMH BEPHBIMH
peBojibBepaMM ¥ OypaiokaMu ¢ Bomoil. OH OMISHYJCA
BCEro JIKilib pa3. bpayH ¢ octepBeHeHHEM KOMaJcs Ha
CBOEit MaJIeHbKOI KYKYpPY3Hoit nensiHke. BopoH cuaen,
KaK ropryjibsi, Ha HU3€HbKOW KpbiLIe 3¢ MISHKH.

XX

KocTtep noropen. 3Be3nsl yxe 6neqHenu. Berep Tak u
He YTOMOHMJICA. Y BeTpa TOXe ObUla CBOS HCTOPHS, KO-
TOPYIO OH paccKa3biBaI B NycToTy. CTpesoK nepeBepHyII-
Csl BO CHe U CHOBa 3aTUX. EMy CHWJICS COH — COH npo
Xaxay. B reMHoTe 66110 He BUAHO rop. OllymeHne BUHB
nputynunock. U coxanenus — toxe. ITycTbiHA UX BH-
XrJ1a. 3aTO CTPEJIOK MOCTOSIHHO NIOBUI ce6s Ha TOM, ITO
OH Bce valle 1 yaie aymaer o Kopre, KOTopstit Hayyun
ero crpenatb. Kopt ymen oTinyuTb 6e10e 0T YepHOro.

OH cHOBa 3alleBeNwIca BO CHe U npocHyncs. Ilpu- -
LIYPWICA Ha Toraciuiuii Kocrep, 4ed y30p HaJIOXWICH
Tenephb Ha ApYroii — GoJiee reoOMEeTPHIECKU MpaBUIbHBIA.
OH 66Ut poMaHTHKOM. OH 310 3HaI. Y peBHMBO 06eperai
3TO 3HaHHME. ITOT CEKPET OH PaCKphUI OY¢Hb HEMHOTHM
3a nonrue roasl. ¥ cpemy aTx HeMHorux 6uura Cio3aH,
AeBylIKa U3 Memxuca.

310, caMo co6oit, BHOBb HAaBEJIO €ro Ha MBLICIH O
Kopre. Kopt yxe meprB. OHu Bce MepTBH. OH — no-
cnemHuii. Mup usmMeHwics. Mup CABHHYJICS C MECTa.

CrpenoK 3aKMHYJ AOPOXHBIN MENIOK 3 IUIEYO Y JIBH-
HYJICA JaJblle.



MaBa 2
AopoXHan CTaHuus

‘Bech IieHb Y HETO B TOJIOBE KPYTWICA OAWH AETCKUA
CTHMIIOK — TaKasi CBOALIas C yMa HaracThb, KOraa KaKkue-
HUOYAb CTPOYKM MPMBA3RIBAIOTCA K Tebe M HHKAK HE
XeJIaloT OTCTaTh, MasTYaT, HaCMeXascCh, rie-To Ha Kpaell-
Ke CO3HaHMs M KOpPYaT POXH TBOEMY pPaLMOHAJIbHOMY
cymecTBy. CTHIIOK 3BYdall TaK:

Hoxzp B Ucnannm uper,
Cxopo Bce BOJOM 3anber,
TONBLKO TH €MY TO3BOJb.
Panoctb ecTb, HO €CTh ¥ GoNb.
Hy a noxamx 3uait nuaer —
Cxopo Bce Bofo# 3anber.

BpeMs — 3TO NOQJIOTHO,

Hy a XM3Hb — Ha HeM NATHO.
Mup, QypanuTHBEIi U BaXKHbIH,
Bce H3MEHHTCA OMHAXKIB.

Mup npexpacHbif, MMp NMOCTHUTBIA,
Bce ocranercs, Kaxk Guuno.

XoTb TH YMHUK, XOTb.Gan6ec —
Joxmp B McnaHby nbeT ¢ HeGec.
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XKaxnmeM Mbl 1106BM nonera —
A HaxoauM LieTIH FHeTa.
Camonet noa DOXab nonan —
Ha Ucnauwuio ynan.

OH He 3HaJl, YTO 3TO TAKOE — CaMOJIET, KOTOPBIi yran
Ha McnaHuio, HO 3aTO 3HaJl, MOYeMy y HEro B rojioBe
BCIUIBUT MMEHHO 3TOT CTHIIOK. B mocnenHee BpeMs emy
YaCTO CHWJICS OOMH W TOT Xe COH: €ro KOMHara B 3aMKe
M MaTtb, KOTOpas neja eMy 3Ty MeCHIOo, Korga OH, TaKOi
MaJIEHbKUII M cepbe3Hblii, nexan y cebs B KpOBaTKe Y
OKHa C pa3HOLBETHbIMU cTeKITaMu. OHa nejia eMy He Ha
HOYb, NMMOTOMY YTO BCE MaJIBYMKU, POXAEHHEIE WS Bri-
cokoro Criora, Aaxe COBCEM-COBCEM MaJIeHbKHUE, JOJDKHBI
BCTpPeYaTb TEMHOTY OAMH Ha oAvH. OHa neJjia eMy TOJILKO
BO BpeMs JHEBHOTI0 CHa, K OH A0 CHUX NOp MOMHMJI TsDKE-
JIBIH Cepbiii CBET JOXTMBOIO IHS, APOXALIMI Ha LIBETHHIX
panyXHbIX cTekiax. OH IO CHX NOp SIBCTBEHHO OLIyIL AT
npox/jany TOW HETCKOW U rpy3HOE TEIUIO OHesl, CBOIO
Jo60Bb K MaTepH, ee ajble ryobl, ee rojioc ¥ He3aTeli-
BYI0, IIPUBA3YUBYIO MEJIOAMIO JETCKOMN MECEHKH.

W BOT Tenepsb 3Ta necHs BepHyNach M 3aBepTeiach —
Ha30IMBO, HEOTBAI3HO — Y HEro B r0JIOBE, CJIOBHO IeC,
YTO NOHSAETCA 3a CBOMM XBOCTOM. Boma y Hero maBHO
KOHYWIACh, U OH HE CTPOWI WULO3MI HACYET CBOHX
LIAHCOB BLDKUTb. OH — noutH Tpyn. OH 1 He ymMai, 9T0
MOXeT XOMTH A0 Takoro. OH 6buUI nogaBieH. HaunHas ¢
TNOJYAHA, OH YXXe He CMOTpeJ Brepell, a JIMIIb YHBUIO
mapen cebe non Horu. [Ton Horamu Gwuna Gec-Tpasa,
yaxias, Xxenrass. MecraMu poBHas CllaHLIeBasi NOBEpX-
HOCTb IOBBIBETPWIACh, 00EpPHYBIIMCH POCCHITbIO KAMHEH.
T'opkl He cTanu 3aMeTHO GJIVDKE, XOT# MPOIILIO YK€ LEbIX
IIECTHAAUATb OHEH C TeX MOp, KaK OH MOKHUHYJI XWIHiNe
MOCJeAHEro NnocejieHLa Ha Kpalo IyCThIHH, CKPOMHYIO
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XIDKMHY COBCEM MOJIONIOTO €ILE YenoBeKa, OJOYMHOrO,
HO paccyXIaBLIEero BroHe 3apaBo. Kaxercsi, y Hero 6bul
BOPOH, TIPUTIOMHHWJI CTPENIOK, HO HE CMOT BCIIOMHMT®D,
KakK €ro 3BaJi.

OH Tymno mIAdeN Ha CBOM HOIM, KaK OHM IOJHMMa-
10TCA ¥ nevyaTaloT warK. Cirylan pudMOBaHHYIO YEITyXY,
3BEHALIYIO Y HEro B rojioBe — c6MBYMBO, MYTAHO, — M
BCe DyMaJl, KOrja Xe OH ynaaeT. B nepsbiit pa3. OH He
XOTeJI Najarh, MyCTh JaXe 3eCh HET HUKOro U HUKTO He
YBMIHT ero no3opa. Bce neno B ropaoctu. Kaxawlit ctpe-
JIOK 3HaeT, 9TO TaKOe ropIocTh — 3Ta He3puMasi KOCTb,
He Jalonias uiee COrHyThes. To, 4TO CTPENIOK He y3HaJl OT

0TI, HaKpenKo B6un B Hero Kopt. B npsamMoM cMmeicne
cinosa. [Ia, Kopt. C ero 6oibliMM KpacHbIM HOCOM M
JIMLIOM, M3pe3aHHEIM LIpaMaMH.

BHe3amHO OH OCTaHOBMJICA U BCKMHYJ rosioBy. B ro-
JIOBE 3alIyMeJio, U Ha MTHOBEHME CTPEJIKY M0Ka3aiocCh,
YTO €r0 TeJIO Kya-To IUibiBeT. [Ophl NpHU3payHO Masyu-
Jv Ha ropu3oHTe. Ho Tam, Briepeau, 6U10 U UTO-TO elle.
Tonbko ropasno 6mvoke. Becero-to, MoXeT ObITh, MMIISIX
B nATH. OH TIPUINYPWICSH, HO CHSIHME COJIHLA CJIEMUIO
rj1a3a, BOCIIAJICHHHE OT NecKa U 3Hos. OH TPSAXHYN ro-
JIOBO# M NMPOXOJDKII CBOM IyTh. CTHINIOK MO-NpPEeXHEMY
ryzeJ B roJioBe, NOBTOPSASACH OTATh U OnsAThb. [e-To yepes
yac OH ymaj ¥ o6oapan ce6e pykn. CTpeiok cMOTpeJ Ha
KamnejgbKu KpOBW, NMPOCTYNMBLIME Ha NOTpecKaBLueics
KOXe, — CMOTpeJl M He Bepil CBouM nia3aMm. KpoBb He
crasa BogssHucToi. CaMas 0OLIKHOBEHHAs! KpOBb, KOTO-
pas yxe yMHpana Ha Bo3ayxe. ITouru Takas xe camono-
BOJIbHAs, KaK M 3Ta MyCTHHA. CTpesioK C OTBpallleHHeM
CTpsXHYA anbie Karuim. CamonoBonbHasn? A noyemy Gbl
¥ Het? KpoBb He TOMHTCA Xaxnoil. KpoBu ciryxar mc-
npaBHo. [IpuHocaT eit xepTBy. KpoBaByio xeptsy. Bcee,
4TO Tpebyercs OT Hee, — 3TO TeYb... TeYb... M TEUb.
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OH cMOTpeJI, KaK aible KAalUIM ynajld Ha TBepIblit
CllaHell, KaK 3eMJIsi [TOTJIOTIIA MX CO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOIM,
XyTKo# ckopocTbio. Kak TeGe 310 HpaBuTCs, KpoBb? Kak
Tebe 3T0 HpaBUTCS?

Hucyc MunocepaHblit, no-MoeMy, s CXOXY € yMa.

OH noaHsJICA, NpIKUMas pyKH K rpymm. Ta mTyka,
KOTOpYIO OH BUAEJ paHblile, Bajieke, 6bUia [IOYTH Nepen
HUM. Tak 6ian3ko... CTpenok UCITYTaHHO BCKPUKHYJ —
XPHIUIBIA BO3r/iac, MOXOXHI HAa KapKaHbe BOPOHA, 3a-
[IYLIEeHHOE MbUIbIo. 3aaHHe. HeT — Lennix ABa 3maHus,
OKpPYXEHHBIX NMoBaNeHHoi U3roponnio. JipeBecHHa Ka-
3aNach CTapoit M XpynKo#, eBa JIN HE MPU3PaYHOM:
IepeBo, obpalalouieecsi B necok. OnHO U3 30aHUH Ko-
TAa-TO CJIYXMJIO KOHIOLWUHEH ¥ 4O CHUX TIOp elle CoXpa-
HWIO ee ouepTaHHus. Bropoe 3manue — Xwioit 1oM WiH,
MOXeT ObITb, mocTosblit ABop. [IpoMexyTouHas CTaH-
LM 19 peifcoBbIX aKunaxei. Betxuii mecyaHbiit AOMHUK
(3a nonrue roabl BeTep MOKPLUI APEBECHHY MaHLHpEM
M3 NecKa, M Terepb A0M NOXOAWI Ha 3aMOK, CIeTUICHHBLH
Ha MOPCKOM Oepery 13 CbIporo necka, BhiCyIIEHHBIHA U
3aKa/IeHHbl#t COIHLEM) 0TOPackIBajl TOHEHBKYIO OJIOC-
Ky TeHu. M Kro-To cunen tam, B TEHU, NPUCIIOHUBIINCH
K creHe. Kasanoch, cTeHa NpOrHyjaach MO TAXKECThIO
€ro Beca.

Crano 6biTh, oH. HakoHeu. YeioBeK B 9€PHOM.

Crtpeniok 3aMep Ha MecTe, MPYKUMas PyKH K IDYAH.
OH naxe He 0co3HaBas NMadOCHYIO TEaTPATLHOCTh CBOEH
no3bl. Ho BMeCTO 0XXHIaeMOro Tpemnelyiero Bo3oyxne-
HUA (WK, MOXeT 6BITh, CTpaxa, WiK GIaroropeHus) OH
TOYYBCTBOBAJL... OH BOOGIIE HMYETO HE MOYYBCTBOBAJI,
KPOME pa3Be YTO CMYTHOIO OLIYLICHHA BUHBI U3-3a BHe-
3aIHO, KJIOKOYyIei HeHaBUCTH K COOCTBEHHOM KpoBH
M 6eCKOHEYHOro 3BOHA TOM JETCKOMH MECEeHKH:

...002c0b 8 Hcnanuu udem...
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OH IEBHHYJICS Briepeji, BHIHUMas Ha XOAY PEBOJIbBEP.

-..CKOpO @ce 8000ii 3anvem.

TlocnenHiolo YeTBEpTh MWJIKW OH MPEOLONEJN MOYTH
Gerom, Aaxe He TBITasCb CKPBIBATbCA: 3[AECh HE 3a YeM
6bUI0 YKpBITECH. Herne cnpatatbesi. Ero koporkasi TeHb
Gexaiyia C HUIM HarieperoHKu. OH He 3HaJl, YTO €ro JIHLO
JaBHO OGPaTIIOCh B CEPYI0, MEPTBEHHYIO MacKy HCTO-
meHusa. OH 3a6bU1 060 BceM — KpoMe 3Toi (Uryps B
TeHH. JIo caMoit nocnegHe MUHYTBI MY JaXe B rOJIOBY
He NPUXOAWIO, YTO YeJIOBEK B TEHH 31aHUS' MOXET ObITh
MEpTB.

OH BHIOMJI HOrO#M OAHY U3 HOCOK NMOKOCHUBILErocs
3a6opa (OHa nepeJoMWIach MOMoJjiaM YyThb il HE BUHO-
BATO, HE H31aB HM €IMHOIO 3BYKa) H, BCKMHYB PEBOJIbBED,
npon_mancx“ MO NMYCTLIHHOMY IBOPY, 3aJIMTOMY CBETOM
CJIETAINErO CONHIIA.

— Tar'y MeHs nox npuuenoM! Pykn BBepx, uuio-
XMH CHIH...

®urypa 6ecrioKOHO 3alEeBENWIaCh ¥ MOLHSAIACD,
BHITIPSMMBIINCH B NMONHBIN pocT. CTpenok noayMan:
«Boxe MOii, OT Hero Xxe MOYTH HMYETO He OCTAIOCK... UTO
C HUM ciryawiock?» — IToToMy YTO YenoBeK B YEPHOM
CTaJI HiDKe Ha oOpBIX iBa (yTa, a €ro BOJIOCH! NoGeenu.

CrpesioK OCTaHOBWICH, IMTOPaXEHHbIH, HEAOYMEBAIO-
uouit. T'osroBa y Hero ryaena. Cepaue 6elieHo KOJIOTWIOCH
B IpynH. <5l yMmMpalo, — OgyMaJi OH, — ceifyac 1 ympy,
MPSAMO 3IECH:..»

OH HabpaJ1 B Jierk1e pacKajleHHOTO BO3/iyXa ¥ YPOHII
roJIOBY, a2 KOrJja Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE IOAHSUT IJ1a3a, TO YBU-
JeJ He YeJoBeKa B YePHOM, a MAJTbYMLIKY CO CBETJILIMM
BHITOPEBIIMMM BOIOCAMM, KOTOPBI CMOTpEJT Ha HEro KaK
6ynTo Ge30 BCAKOro mHrepeca. CTpesioK TYIO YCTaBMICA
Ha NapHUIIKY ¥ TPAXHYN FOJIOBOM, KaK OBl OTpHULIas pe-
aNbHOCTh NMpoucxoasuiero. Ho peabHOCTb YIIOPHO Co-
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nporuBasnack. MajbuMK HUKyAa He nponai. Eciu 3to
OBUIO HaBaXIE€HHE, TO OYEeHb CWJIbHOE HaBaXIECHHE.
ManbyuK B CHHMX IDKMHCAX C 3aIU1aTKON Ha KOJIEHE U B
TPOCTOI KOpHYHEBO# pybaxe u3 rpy0oit TKaHH.

CTpeniok CHOBa TPAXHYJI FOJIOBOI ¥ IBUWHYJICS B CTO-
POHY KOHIOIIHH, IJIsAs ceGe Mmox HOrM M He BRITYCKas U3
PYK# peBonbBep. OH Bce elie He coOpajicsl ¢ MBICIISIMH.
B ronose Bce musio. TaM HapacTajia Tymasi, OrpoOM-
Has 6onb.

B KOHIO1lIHE GbUIO TEMHO, TUXO U HEBBIHOCHMO Xap-
Ko. Crpenok ornsanencs. BocnaieHHble r1a3a CagHWIO,
CMOTpeTh ObL10 60nbHO. OH 06epHYIICs, MOKAYHYBITHUCH
KaK TMbAHBI, U YyBUIEN MAIBYMILKY, KOTOPbIK CMOTpEN
Ha Hero, cTos B ABepsx. OCTphiil KIIMHOK G0IM NPOH3WI
€I0 roJIOBY, OT BHCKa 10 BUCKA. Pa3pe3a MO3r, KakK aneJsib-
cuH. CTtpenok yopas peBobBep B KOGYpY, MOMIaTHYJICS,
B3MaxHyJl pyKaMu, CJI0BHO OTIOHSAA MPHU3PavHOE HaBa-
XIeHHe, ¥ YTajl IMLOM BHM3.

Korna oH ouHysncsi, TO 0GHApYXWJI, YTO JIEXHUT Ha
CNHHe, a MO roJNIOBOHi Y HEr0 — OXamnka MATKOIo CeHa,
COBeplIeHHO 6e3 3anaxa. ManbuMK He CMOT epeABUHYTD
CTpeJIKa, HO MOCTapaJICsl YCTPOMTH €ro noyno6bHee. Beuto
npoxiamHo. OH orysinen ce6s ¥ YBUAEIN, YTO ero pydaiu-
Ka — TeMHasi ¥ MOKpasi Ha rpyad. O6;m3as ryOhl, CTpesioK
IOYYBCTBOBaJI BKYC BOARI. SI3BIK KaK GYATO paciyX H yxe
He IMOMELIAICA BO PTY.

Manbauk cuen Ha KOPToYKax TyT Xe, pagoM. Korna
OH YBMIEJ, YTO CTPEJIOK MPHOTKPhUI TJIa3a, OH HaKJIO-
HWICH W MPOTSAHY/I MY XECTSHYIO KOHCEpBHYIO 6aHKy ¢
HEPOBHLIMU 3a3yOPEHHBIMHU KpasiMH, HaTIOJIHEHHYIO BO-
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noi. CTpeyiok CXBaTWI e€ TPSACYLUIMMMUCA pyKaMH H Mo-
3BOJIII ceGe OTIHUTh. YyTh-9yTh — caMylo MajiocTb. Ko-
TIa BOAA YJIErIach Y HEro B XXMBOTE, OH OTIWI elle He-
MHOTO. A TO, YTO OCTajOCh, BBIIUIECHY/ ce6Ge B JIMLO,
CIaBJIECHHO OTAyBasAch. KpacHBbie ryObl MaTbYMILIKK H30-
THYJIUCb B CEPLe3HOI, CAepPXaHHOM ynbIOKe.

— Iloectp He xoTHTE, C3pP?

— Tlomo3xe, — cKa3aj cTpesiok. TolHOTBOpHas 60/ib
B TOJIOBE — TIOCJIEICTBHE COJIHEYHOIO yaapa — CJierka
MOYTHXJIa, HO ellie He Mpollia A0 KOHUA. Boaa Hemnpu-
KasiHHO XJIIONaJia B XeJIyIKe, KaK OyIATo He 3Hasl, Kyna ei
Temnepb noaaTbcs. — TH KT0?

— Mens 30ByT IxXoH YeiimMbGep3. MoxeTe Ha3bIBaTh
MeHAa ke#lk. 51 apyXy ¢ ogHO#t TeTEHbKOM... HY HE TO
TTOOM NPYXKY, OHa Y HAc paboTaeT... TaK BOT, OHa HHOIAa

Ha3biBaeT-MeHs bamoii, HO Bbl HasbiBaliTe MeHs JIkeHK.

Crpenok cen, 4 TOWHOTBOpPHast 60/ib 0GepHynach
HeYAEePXHMBIM ITO3LIBOM K pBOTe. OH COTHYJICS MTOTOJIaM,
6Gopsch CO CBOMM B3OYHTOBABIUMMCS XenyaKoM. XKeryaok
BCE-TaKH nobeaw.

— TaMm ecrb emne, — ckasan JIxeiik 1, 3abpaB 6aHKy,
HanpaBWICA B JAIbHUI KOHeL KOHIOWHU. OCTaHOBWI-
€A Ha NOJINYTH U, ONJIAHYBIIHCh, HEYBEPEHHO YJIbIOHY-
ca ctpenKy. TOT KMBHYI Malb4MKy, NOTOM OITYCTHJI
roJioBy, oanepes nNoaGoponoK pykamMu. Manbyuk Gpul
CHMITATHYHBIA, XOPOIIO CJIOXEHHbIN, JIeT, HABEPHOE,
IeCATH WIH ONHHHAIUATH. B o61eM, ManbunK KaK Majib-
YHK, BOT TOJILKO JIMLIO Y Hero... Kak GyATo HaKphITOe
TeHbIo cTpaxa. Ho 310 66U10 HopMaibHO. [laxe xopoio.
He 6ya» 3T0# TeHH, cTpPENoK Ohl ImoocTepercs eMy no-

BEPATD,

W3 cyMpaka B janbHEM KOHLE KOHIOLIHHU JOHecCs
KaKoi-TO DIyxoi, HelOHATHLIHA wyM. CTpenok BCTPEBO-
)K€HHO BCKMHYJI IOJIOBY, PYKM -CaMH MOTSHYJMCh K pe-
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BoJibBepaM. CTpaHHBbIil 1IyM IUTWICS MPUMEPHO CEKYHI
MATHAZLUATD, IOTOM 3aTUX. MaJIbUMK BEPHYJICA C KECTIH-
KOif — y>Ke HanoJIHEHHO# 10 KpaeB.

Ctpenok onsitb OTHMI coBceM HeMHOro. Ha 3tor pa3
JieNio rmouwto nyduie. bonb B rojose Havana MPOXOIUTb.

— 51 He 3HaJT, YTO MHE C BaMU JeliaTb, KOTAA BH YIIa-
M, — ckasan JIxelik. — MHe criepBa M0OKa3ajloch, YTO
BbI XOTEJIM MEHS 3aCTPEJIUTD.

— Moxert 6biThb. 51 MpHUHAN TEOS 32 APYTOro.

— 3a cBAueHHHKA?

CTpenok cpa3y HaCTOPOXWJICS.

ManbuuK B3rNsiHy/l Ha HEr0 U HaXMYPHJICH.

— OH ocTaHasnHBascs BO ABope. A cripsTalcs B JOME.
WUnu 3to ambap, s He 3Hal0. OH MHe He IOHPaBWICH, U
Al He CTa) BhIXOAHTb. OH TPHILIEN HOYBIO, a Ha CeAylio-
Wit geHb ywen. S Obl cnpsATancs ¥ OT Bac, HO A Cra,
KOTFZa Bbl NOAOLIIH, — B3risix MIbYMLUKH, HallpaBieH-
HBIIl Kyla-TO noBepx rojoBbl CTpeNiKa, BAPYr CACNANCs
Mpa4yHbIM. — S He mobto moneit. OHH MHe BCe BpeMs
BCE TOPTHAT.

— A KaK OH BbIIJISIIEN, 3TOT CBALLIEHHUK?

ManbuukK noxan njaevyaMu.

— Kak u Bcsikuii cBsiieHHMK. B Takoit YepHo# wryke.

— Tuna ¢yTaHbl C KanmouoHoOM?

— YT0 TaKoe cyraHa?

— Takoii 6anaxoH. Tumna riarb.

Manpyuk KMBHYIL.

— B 6aiaxoHe C KaIMOmMOHOM.

CrpenoK pe3Ko nojaics Brepel, ¥ MaTbuMK OTIIAT-
HYJICS1, YBUIEB €r0 JINLIO.

— JlaBHO OH TyT npoxomwi? CkaXu MHe, BO UMSI OTLIA.

— 4. 1...

— S Tebe HUYEro He CAENAl0, — TEPMEJMBO CKa3all
cTpenok. — Huuero rwroxoro.
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— A He 3Hal0. SI He 3anOMHHAI0 BpeMs. 31ech BCe
ITHH — ONHHAaKOBHIE.

ToNBKO Teneph CTPENOK 3akaNcs BOMPOCOM, a KaK
B0OOOIIIE 3TOT MAIbYHK CIOAA IONaJl, KaK OH OYYTHJICS B
3TOM 3a0pOIIEHHOM MecTe, OKPYXXeHHOM Ha MHOrue
MMM CyXo¥ ITycThIHEH, yOuBalolleit Bce xuBoe. Brnpo-
geM, eMy-To Kakoe geno. Celtyac u Ge3 Toro xsaraer
3a00T.

— ITonpoGyeM Bce-Taku nmoacuyuTaTh. OueHb JaBHO?

— Her. He o4eHs. I caM 30ech HenaBHO.

Crtpenok GyKBaJIbHO NMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK BHYTPH CHO-

Ba BCMBIXHYA OrOHb. OH CXBaTWJI XECTAHKY C BOHOM M
XamHO OTIWI eie rMoToK. Ero pyku npoxanu. Camyio
MaJIOCTb. B rojioBe cHOBa BCIUIbUTH OOpbIBKH AETCKO#M
KONHOENbHO!, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 nepel ero MbICJIEHHBIM
B30POM NPEACTAIO yXe He JIMLO MaTepH, a JIMLO JIHUC,
CO LIPaMOM Ha JIOy. Dimmc, KoTopasi Obuia ero XXeHIUNHOM
B MEPTBOM Tenephb ropoke nox HaspaHuem Tasut.

— Cxkonbko? Hepémo? se? Tpu?

Manbysk 03a7aYeHHO TTOCMOTPES Ha HETO.

— Ha.

— Yro0 na?

— Heanenio. Wm ase. — OH ornsugencst, cierka no-
KpacHeB. — C Tex Nnop s TpH pasa XONMJ B Tyaner Mo
6onbmoMy. S Ternepb TaK U3MEPSIO BpeMs. A MO-APYyro-
MY — HHKaK. OH Jaxe He NI Boabl. SI mogymai, 4To OH,
MoXerT OBIThb, NpU3pak CBAlEHHNKA. Kak B TOM ¢pwibMe,
npo 3oppo. Tonbko TaM ObUT HE NPHU3paK H HE CBALUEH-
HHK. A HeXOpOLuHif GaHKMP, KOTOPbIit XOTe 3aMoNyYHTh
cebe 3eMm10, MOTOMY 9TO TaM GbUTO 3010T0. MBI ¢ MUCCHC
oy xonwm B xuHo. Ha TaiimMc-ckBep.

CrpeNok He NMOHsU1, O YeM TOBOPUT MaTbYMK, U IMO-
3TOMY NPOMOJTYa.
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— A ucmyrancsa, — no6aswin manbyuk. — S Gosuics
TOYTH Bee BpeMsi. — Ero IM1Io BAPYT 3apOXAII0, CJIOBHO
XpyCTaib IOA HafopOM INpeNebHO BHICOKOM, pa3pymH-
TeJIbHOM HOThl. — OH Aaxe He CTaT Pa3BOOUTbL KOCTEP.
ITpocto cunen. 51 maxe He 3Ha0, Cral OH WIH HET.

Tak 6nn3ko! O Goru! Tak 6nu3ko... HecMoTps Ha
HEBEPOATHYIO 06e3BOXEHHOCTh OpraHHW3Ma, PYKH CTpeJI-
Ka CTaJIX BIAXHBIMH, IMITKUMH.

— TyT ecTb HEMHOIO CYLIEHOTO Msica, — CKa3aJ eMy
MaJIBYMK.

— Xopoio, — KHBHYJI CTPENIOK. — 3aMedaTeNbHO.

ManbYUK NOOHSUICH, YTOOH! CXOOUTH 32 O0EINAHHEBIM
MsicoM. B KoneHkax JISrOHbKO XpYCTHYJNO. Jlepxancs oH
npsaMo. JlanHasi, ctpoitHas ¢urypka. IlycThiHa emme He
ycreJia ero MccylnTb. Pyku GbUIH YyTb-4yTh XyNOBATHI,
HO KOXa, XOTA M 3aropeJas, eilie He 3arpybesia U He pac-
Tpeckanacb. «OH MOJIOH COKOB, — MOXYMaJI CTPEJIOK. —
U HaBepHoe, necok Habwics eMy B MO3rH. CoBceM OH TyT
onypen ot xapbl. UHaue oH 6bl 3a6pan y MEHA peBOJIbBED
M IIpUCTpeiiI 661 Ha MECTe, NOKA 5 BAISUICA 6e3 JyBCTBs.

Xots, MoXxeT 6bITb, MAJIBYKK ITPOCTO 06 ITOM He MOo-
IKyMai.

Crpenok ornui eie Boabl. «C neckoM B MO3rax WiH
HET, HO OH — He OTCIO/a».

Jxeik BEpHYJICS C BSUIEHRIM MSICOM, Pa3pe3aHHHM
Ha HeGobmKe Kycouku. Msco GbUIO XECTKHM, XHWIK-
CTHIM M IUEAPO COOOPEHHBIM COJIBIO — Y CTpeJIKa 3allly-
najgo ry6sl, CIUIOITb B MEIKMX TPELUMHKAX U A3BOYKaX.
OH eJ1 ¥ MW, NoKa He NOYYBCTBOBAN, YTO B HETO YXe He
Jie3eT. ManbyuK efBa MPUTPOHYJNCA K MMIIE.

_ Crpenok BHUMaTeNLHO U3ydan JIxelika, a TOT CHo-
KOMHO BBLIEPXMBAJ €ro B3[/IfAM.
— OrKyna T, JXeiK? — HaKOHell CIIPOCHJI OH.
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— S He 3Ha10. — ManbyuK HaxMypuics. — He 3Halo.
51 3Hai, KOraa TOJMBKO-TONKO CIOIA MTOaJl, HO Tenepb He
MOTY BCIIOMHHTb. Bce pacruibiBaeTCsl, KaK IUIOXOH COH,
KOTIZIa THI yXe NPOCHY/ica. MHe 4acTo CHATCS IUIOXHE
cHbl. Muccuc Illoy roBopHT, 4TO 3TO BCE NMOTOMY, UYTO 5
CMOTPIO C/IMLITKOM MHOI'O Y)KaCTHKOB 10 OHIMHHAALIATOMY
KaHay.

— YTt0 TaKoe KaHaN? — Y cTpeika BAPYr MeNbKHYJa
COBepIIeHHO 6e3yMHast Mbicib. — YTO-TO Bpoae nyya?

— Her. 910 no Tenuky.

— Y710 TaKoe TeNUK?

— Hy...— Mams4uK moyecan 106. — Takye KapTUHKH.

— Tebs xro-To npusen ciona? dra muccuc Lloy?

— Her, — cka3an Manbyuk. — S npocTo 3aech ouy-
THICA.

— A muccuc oy, 3To kTo?

— 5 He 3Hal0.

— A noyeMy oHa Ha3miBaeT TeOs1 bamoit?

— He nomnio.

— Kakas-T1o epyHia onyyaercsi, — GypKHyJ CTPEJIOK.

EMy BApYT MOKa3anoch, YTO MaJbYMK ceiyac 3a-
fU1ager.

— /A npaBaa HUYEro He 3Haio. S MpPocTO 30eCh OKa-
3aica. Ecim Obl BB CIPOCHIM MEHSI BUepa, NpO KaHAJIb
M TeNMHK, s 6bl BAM BCE paccKasai. A 3aBTpa s, MOXeT
OBITB, HaXe He BCIIOMHIO, 9TO MeHs 30BY JIXelik. Pa3Be
9TO BBl MHE ITOACKAXETe, TOJILKO Bbl MHE HHYErO He MOJ-
cxkaxere. IToroMy yTO 3aBTpa Bac 3mech He OyaeT. Bol
yiinere, H 1 YMpY € I'OJIOAY, IOTOMY YTO BBl ChEJIH ITOYTH
BCIO-MOI0 efly. 51 ciopa He xoten. S He mpocw1, YTOOK
MEHA ciofa nepeHecau. MHe 3nech He HpaBuTcs. TyT
XYTKO M CTPAlIHO.

— He Hano Tak CWIBHO cebs Xalerb. JlepXu XBocT
MUCTOJIETOM.
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— 51 clopa He xoTen, — MOBTOPWI MaJbIHK C pebsi-
YEeCKUM BbI3OBOM B roJioce.

Crpenok cben enle Kycok Msca. [Ipexme 9eM npornio-
THTb, JOJIFO XeBaJl, YTOOH! BbLIABUTh COJIb. MaTbIHK TOXE
CTaJl 4aCThIO €IMHOIO LIENIOr0, M CTPEJIOK GRUI YBEpEH,
9TO OH FOBOPUT €MY MpaBHy: OH OKa3alICs 3IECh He IT0
co6cTBeHHOIT Bone. OH He XoTe, YToOh TaK 6buto. Ilio-
x0. O4eHb MI0X0. ITO OH, CTPEJIOK... OH CaM TaK XOTeJI.
Ho oH Hukorna He xoren rpsA3Hoi Mrpel. OH He XoTen
yousatb HUKoro B Taute. He xoren youBath Dim, 31y
HEKOrIa KpacUBY10 XEHIUHHY, Ybe JIULIO ObUIO OTMEYEHO
TaliHOIi, KOTOpasi Bce Xe OTKphUIAch €if B CaMOM KOH-
e, — TaHOM, K KOTOPOI OHAa CTPEMMJIACh U IO KOTOpOit
noOpanach, CKa3zaB 3TO CJIOBO, 3TO deéamuadyams, KaKk
6yaTo oTKpbLIa 3aMOK KJl04oM. OH He X0Tell, YTOOH ero
CTaBWIM nepea BbIGOPOM: HCIOMHHUTb CBOK HOJNr WIHM
NpeBPaTUTLCS B 6€3)XaIOCTHOrO YOHiAiy. 9T0 HEYeCTHO:
BHITIMXMBATh HA CLIEHY HH B YeM He MOBUHHKIX JIloaei —
TMOCTOPOHHMX JIIONEH — U 3acCTaBlATh UX Y4aCTBOBATH B
3TOM CIEKTaKJIe, KOTOpbIH U1 HUX YYXKOK U HENOHAT-
HBEIA. «DJUTH, — IoayMaJl OH, — DJUIH: XOTd O XWia B
3TOM MHMpe, MYCTb B CBOEM, WUIIO30PHOM, HO BCE-TaKH
30ECh. A 3TOT MAAbYUK... STOT NMPOKJISATEIN MAbHUK...»

— Pacckaxu Bce, YTO ThI [IOMHMIOb, — CKa3an OH
Jxeiiky.

— 51 Mano YTO NOMHIO. A TO, 4TO IOMHIO, 3TO 1 BIPaB-
Iy Kakasi-To epyHza. [TonHbuit Gpen.

— Bce paBHO pacckaxu.

Masbank 3anymancs, ¢ yero Hayatb. M myman nosnro.

— BBUIO OAHO MECTO... IO TOrO, KaK § 31eCh OKa3all-
cA. Takoit 60nbLIOH 1OM, T MHOIO KOMHAT, & PSAIOM —
IBODMK, OTKyJa BHIHbI BBICOYEHHBIEC 3MaHMA U BOJA.
A B BoZie CTOsU1a CTaTysl.

— Crartys B Bone?
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— Ha. Takas XeHIUMHa, B KOPOHE ¥ C (aKeyloM... U
elne, Kaxercs, C KHUIrou.

— TH:9TO — BBITyMBbIBaellb Ha xoay?

— Moxer 6bITb, — 6€3HaeXHO OTBETHJI MAIBYHK. —
TaMm ele ObUIM TaKHe IITYKH, YTOOLI €30UTh Ha HUX MO
ymuaM. bonbuive u ManeHokue. bonbluue — cuHue ¢
OesbiM. A MajieHbKHEe — XeJiThle. XKenTbIX ObLJI0 MHOIO.
S men B 1Koxy. Boonb yauL TAHYIUCb TaKUE 3aLl€MEH-
TUPOBaHHbIE JOPOXKH. A eLe TaM 6buUTH GonbLIME OKHA,
YTOOKI B HX CMOTPETD, ¥ CTAaTYM B onexune. CtaTyy npo-
JlaBaii ofeXnay. S| IOHUMAI0, YTO 3TO 3BYUMT MO-Aypall-
KM, HO T€ CTaTyM IIPOJABANIA OAEXKIY.

Crpenok moKayaj rojioBoit, NpucTajbHO BCMaTpUBa-
ICh B JIMLIO-MaJIbYMKa — MBITAsICh paCMO3HaTb JIoXb. Ho
MaIbYHMK, TOX0XeE, He JITall.

— S wen B IWIKOJIy, — ynpsAMO MOBTOPHUJI MA1bYHLL-
Ka.— Y MeH# ObUIa... — OH MPUKPhUI 1J1a3a U NOLLEeBETWT
rybamMu, KaK OyATO HamIymnbiBasi C/iOBa, — CyMKa IUisi
KHMT... TaKasi KopuyHeBas. U eue — 3aBTpak. U Ha MHe

OBUL... — OH.CHOBAa 3aITHYJICA, MyYHTENbHO noabupas
CJI0BO, — TaJICTYK.
-— Y10?

— S He 3Ha10. — MaIbYMK 6€30TYETHO MOJIOXUI PYKY
Ha ropJio. STOT XeCT BCera aCCOLIMMPOBAICS Y CTpeNKa
_¢ nosewenueM. — He 3Haio. Bece 310 Mcueano. — OH
OTBeJ1 B3MISAM.
— MoxHO, 5 Te6s yChITULI0? — CIPOCIJI CTPENOK.
— 51 He xo4y CraTh.
— 51 Mory ychImuTb T€0s1, YTOOH Thi BCTOMHWI. Bo CHe.
JIXeHK ¢ COMHEHHEM CIPOCHIL:
— A KaK BBl MEHs yCHnuTe?
— A BOT Tak.
CrpenoK BhIHYN U3 NAaTPOHTALA OAMH NATPOH M HavYal
BepTeTh ero B nanblax. Ero AsvxeHus 66u1M NPOBOPHbLI-



CTPENOK 113

MH, IUTaBHBIMM — Kak Jibloweecs machno. [TatpoH kak
6yaTo nepereKkas oT 00JILIIOro Najiblia K yKa3aTeJIbHOMY,
OT YKa3aTeJIbHOro — K CpelHeMy, OT CpedHero — K 6e-
3bIMAIHHOMY, OT 6€3bIMIHHOTO — K MHU3MHLY. Ha MrHo-
BEHHE MCUe3 U3 BUIY, NOTOM NosBuiICcs onsaTb. Ha moinio
CEKYHIbl 3aBUC HENMOABWXHO U NBUHYJICA 00paTHO, ne-
PeJIMBasiCb MEXIY NajibLiaMy CTpeJika. ManbYMK CMOTpeI.
Ero HenosepunBoe BbipaXeHHE CMEHWIOCh HCKPEHHHUM
BOCTOPrOM, NOTOM — BOCXHILIEHHEM, a TIOTOM €ro B3I
cran myctbiM. OH oTktounics. Inasa sakpeuiuck. [TaTpoH
IUisicai B najbuax ctpenxka. Bsan-snepen. [masa Ixeitka
OMSATb PaCMaxHy/aMCh; OH €liie C NOJIMUHYTHI NOHaGmoxaNn
3a IUIaBHOM NJSCKOW MaTpoHa U CHOBa 3aKphbUl IJa3a.
CTpeniok npoao,iXan KpyTHTb aTpoH, HO JIkeliK Gobiue
He OTKpbiBan rna3. Ero mbixaHue 3aMemIWIOCh, CTAIO
CMOKOWHHBIM M poBHbIM. Heyxenu Tak Hamo? Heyxemm
TaK U JOJLKHO 6bU10 661TH? Jla. Bo BceM 3TOM ObUIa 1axe
HeKasl KpacoTa, Xpynkasi ¥ XOJOAHasA, KaK KpyXeBHBIe
y30phl MO KpasM roayobix JieAsHbIX [bl0. EMy onars
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH C/IBLILIMT, KAK MaMa NI0eT EMY MECHIO,
HO He Ty TAYMNyio AETCKYI0 MeCeHKy npo UcnaHuio H
IOXIb, a IPYTYIO0, TAKYIO Xe IYIMYI0 H TaKyl0 Xe MHIYIO,
YTO JOHOCWIACh M3 JAJIbHEro JajeKa, KOraa OH yXe 3a-
ChIMNaJl, JIETOHBKO MOKAa4YMBasACh Ha KpaewKe cHa: JTmuy-
Ka 08CAHKA, CKOpee nemu, cKopee aemu U KOP3UHKY Hecu.
Crtpeniok CHOBa IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 HaKphIBaeT
BOJTHA IUIOTHOI Qy1ieBHO# MyTH. IIaTpOH B ero nanslax,
C KOTOpPHIM OH YMPAaB/IAICA C TAKMM HEMOCTHXVMbIM
U3SMIECTBOM, BIAPYT MOKA3aICA MY XHUBBIM. Takoe Ma-
JieHbKOe cBepKalollee yynoBuiue. CTpesoK ypoHH fa-
TPOH B NaOHb M 00 GonK cXxan pyKy B Kynak. Eciu Onl
NaTpOH ceifyac B30pBaJICS, CTPEJIOK ObUI OBl TOJILKO pall.
Pan 136aBMTBCA OT PYKH, Ybe €IHHCTBEHHOE MCTHHHOE
MacTepcTBO — 3TO youiicTBo. YOuUitCTBO GBUIO BCeraa,
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TaK ycrpoeH Mup. Ho or 3toro 6wuto He nerde. Jla, Ha
CBE€Te €CTh MHOTO TUIOX0ro. Y6ucTBO, HacCWIne U 4yIo-
BMILIHEIE pessHUA. U Bce 310 — BO MM no6pa. {o6pa,
ob6arpeHHOro kposbio. Bo uMsa kpoBaBoro Muga, Bo UMs
I'paans, Bo nma baurnu. da. I'ne-To oHa crout, bamHs
(KaK roBODST, NOCEepeaUHEe BCEro) — CTOUT, BCIapbiBasi
Hebeca CBoeif YepHO# rpoManioi, M B OYHMILIIEHHBIX XXapoM
IYCTHLIHM YIIIaX CTPEJIKa BHOBb 3a3BYYHMT THXHIA U 1aCKO-
BBIA MaMHH TOJIOC: YMK-YHUPHUK, He Ooiics Koluek, aaM
TeGe s XNeOHBIX KpOILLEK.

OH OTMaXHWICA OT 3TOM NeCeHKH, KaK OT Ha30MInBoH
MYXHM, ¥ CIIDOCHII:

-— [ne TH1?

Hoxceiix deiimbeps — on e bama — cnyckaemcs no
saecmHuye c nopmgbenem é pykax. B nopmgpene — yvebruxu:
npupodoeedeHue, zeozpagus, mempads, Kapandaui, 3a-
émpax, Komopbuiii MamuHa xyxapka, muccuc Ipema Iloy,
npuzomosuna OnR Hezo @ KyxHe, ede 6ce U3 Xpoma u naa-
cmuka, 20e HenpecmaKHo 2youm 6o3dyxooxucmumens, no-
2n0uarouuii Henpusamusle 3anaxu. B nakeme dns 3aempa-
Ka — caHo0euy ¢ apaxucoeviM MAacnoM U nosudaoMm u euie
00uH, ¢ Kon4eHoil konbacoll, canamom u AYKoM, U Yemboipe
xexca «Opeo». E2o podumenu ne mo ymoGut e2o He nrobam,
Ho, noxoace, 0a6HO yXce He 3ame4aiom pooHozo cuina. Onu
0aeHo om Hez20 OMKa3anuCs U npenopy4unu 3a60mam Muccuc
Ipemw Loy, mHo2o4uUcCAeHHbIX HAHEK U penemumopa — ae-
mom u konw Iaiinepa (komopas Yacmuas, ouens Xopo-
wasn u, camoe 2naéroe, Toavko Jns beavix) — 60 éce ocmans-
Hoe épema. Huxmo u3 amux modeii daxce u He npemendyem
Ha mo, ¥mobbi Gbimb KeM-mo ewje, KpomMe moz20, Kmo OHU
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ecmb: npogeccuoHanst, ayduue @ céoem dene. Huxmo Hu
pasy He npucan e2o Kk menaoii 2pyou, Kak amo écezda npo-
ucxodum 6 ucmopu4eckux a0006HbIX POMAHAX, KOmopbsie
Yumaem ez20 mama u komopole Hxceilx nepeaucmoiéaem
maiikom, 6 nouckax «ecakux aaynocmeit». Hcmepuyecxue
POMAHbI, KAK Ux uHozoa Hasviéaem nana. Hau euje — <He-
2nuxce-cpuiganxu». Ha ymo mama emy omeevaem c npe3spe-
Huem: «A mol moasko Goamame u cnocoben», — a Jxceiix
3mo éce cavliuum u3-3a 3aKpoimsix deepeii. Ilana paboma-
em Ha menesudenuu, u Jxceiik, HaéepHoe, Mo2 Obr IMuM
2opdumeca. Ho emy ace paeno.

UMxceiik ewe ne 3naem, ymo Henaeudum écex npoghec-
cuoHnanos, 3a uckarouenuem muccuc Illoy. JTodu ecezda
npueoduau ez2o 6 3amewamenscmeo. Kaxue-mo eéce oHu
cmpannsie. E20 mama — xomopas oueHd Xydas, Ho cexca-
nUALHO Xyoasa — 4acmo cnum co C8OUMU OpY3bAMU 8 OOHOU
nocmeau. Ee dpy3ea ece 6onvrble Ha 20108y. E2o0 omey uro-
20a ynoMuHaem KaKkux-mo atodeii c meneguderus, komopusie
enepebapwueaiom c Koxka-koaoi». ITpu amom on ycmexa-
emca u bsicmpo Hioxaem ceou Goavwiol naney.

H eom on evixodum u3 doma. Axceiix Yeiimbeps evixooum
Ha yauwy. Tax 20860pam o OeMoHCMpPAHMAax: OHU GIWAU HA
yauyy. Odem 6o éce wucmenvkoe. 3Haem, Kax Haco cebs
eecmu. Cumnamuynwiii nocaywunrsii manv4ux. Pa3 6 nedenio
oH e30um ¢ «Mud-Tayn Jletinc», 6 kezenvban. Y He2o Hem
dpys3eil — monvko 3naxomoie. OX HUK020a He 3a0YMbIGANc
06 3mom, 1o amo ezo 3adeéaem. OH euje He 3Haem uau He
noHumaem, ¥mo, noCMosSHHO 00U4anCch ¢ npogheccuonHanamu,
OH HeB0NbHO nepeHAn MHo2ue Ux Yepmyi u npuesiuku. Muc-
cuc Ipema Illoy (0a, ona ay4uie écex OCMAanbHHX, HO 8ce
Pa6HO 3mo He ymewaem) denaem @ @bicuieii cmeneru npo-
deccuonanvuvie candeuyu. Ona paspesaem xnef Ha yembipe
wacmu u cpesaem Kopky, u kozoa Jxceiix ecm céou 6ymep-
6podw Ha nepemerKe, én2nadum éce 3mo makx, 6yomo ox
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20e-Hubyds Ha KoKmeline, @ 6Mecmo KHUNCKU U3 WKOAbHOU
Gubnuomexu — umo-ru6yds npo cnopm uau Juxkuii 3anad —
depxcum 6 pyxe Gokan Kpenkol evinuexu. E2o omey 3auu-
6aem Goavuwiue denbau, NOMOMy ¥mo OH mMacmep <«3agecmu
3pumens», mo ecms yMeem 6blGpamb u 6KAOYUMb @ NPO-
2pammy «yboiinoe» wioy, Komopoe 3abueaem «He@3payHeHb-
Kue nepedauu» Ha KOHKypupyiouiem karane. ITana evikypu-
eaem wembipe nayxu 6 denv. OH He Kaunsem, HO y Hez0
mAaxNcenan yxmulaka, U uHo20a ox noszsonsem cebe x10nHymso
napovky KoKa-koab no cmapoii namamu.

Bdonb no yauue. Mamo daem emy denescky Ha makcu,

HO, K020a Hem O0XcOR, OH @cez0a xodum newkom. Hoem,
pasmaxueas nopmgenem (uau cymroi, ede y Hezo ece oA
6oyauHnza, xomsa, KaK npaeuno, CymKy oH ocmaensem y ceba
6 wkaguuke 6 xezenvbarne). Manenvxuit manvqux. Taxoi
cmonpoyesmubiii amepuxarey ¢ 20ay6bimu enazamu u Geno-
Kypoimu eonocamu. lleeuonku yxce navunaiom obpawams
Ha He2o 6HuMaHue (C 0006peHUn ceoux Mamawi), u OH yice
He CmopoHUMCA ux, Kax ManexovKuii, ¢ noduepkrHymoii dem-
cKoii 3anocuueocmyio. On obwaemecs ¢ HUMU C MAKUM He-
OCO3HGHHBIM NPOGECCUOHANUIMOM, HeM 8eCbMa UX CMyuwaem.
O yenexaemca 2eozpaghueii, a nocne obeda xodum e Ke-
2eavban. E20 nana enadeem naxemom axyuii xakoii-mo
KOMnaxuu no npou3godcmey aemomamuueckozo ob6opydo-
6aHus Ona Kezenvbaros, Ho mam, Kyoa xooum Jxceiix,
cmoum obopydoearue dpyzoii mapku. Emy kaxcemes, 6yomo
OH HuK020a Ke 3adymuieancs 06 smom. Ho na camom dene —
euje KaK 3a0yMbiéancs.

Bdons no yauye. Mumo <baymu», mazazuna 2omoeozo
naamos, 20e 6 GUMPUHAX CMOAM MAHeKeHbl, odemble 8 Me-
X0@bie nanbmo UnuU @ Genoebie KOCMIOMb Ha Wlecmu ny2oeu-
yax, a Hexomopble — «0e3 6cez0», co8CeM 2onbie. Imu Ma-
HexeH — moxce be3ynpeyuHble npoghecCuoranbi, a OH HeHa-
eudum. npogheccuonanuam 6o eécex nposenenusx. On ewje
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CAUUKOM Man 0an Mmoo, 4mobbt yMems HeHasudems cebs,
HO Ha4ano yxce NONONCEHO: HAOO AUWYL 8PeMA, YmOobbl Imo
20pbkoe CeMA NPUHecno 20pbKuil naog.

OH doxodum 0o yeaa u cmoum Ha nepexpecmke ¢ nopm-
dhenem 6 pyxe. Mawunv c pesom Hecymca no yauue — curue
¢ Oeavim aemobycwi, Iceambvle maKcu, «ghonbKceazeHu»,
2py3oeuku. OH 6ce20 Auwb MANbYUWIKA, HO Gblule CPeOHUX
cnocobrocmeii; u Kpaelukom 21a3a OH ycneeaem 3amemumbs
yenoeexa, komopoiit e2o ybueaem. Yenoeex odem 6o éce
YepHoe, u lxceilx He gudum e20 Auya, MoadbKo pa3eesaro-
wutica 6anaxox, u nPoMAHymuole K HeMy pyKu, U HecmKyio
yauiOky npogheccuonana. OH nadaem Ha npoe3xcyio 4acmo,
He evinyckasa u3 pyK nopmgens, @ KOMOPOM nexcum ez2o
8bICOKONPOgheccUoHanbHbiii 3a6mpaK, NpU20MoBIeHHINE MUC-
cuc Ipemoii llloy. On ewe ycneeaem 3amemums odume-
A8 — UCNY2aHHOE NUKO 3a 3aMeMHEeHHLIM 6empPOoGHIM CmeK -
A0M. buznecmen 6 memno-cureil uwaane co CMunbHLIM NEPOM
3a nemoil. Y K020-mo @ mauiune 2pemum pok-H-ponn. Ha
mpomyape, Ha moii CmopoHe, Kpuuum KaKas-mo noucunas
dama. Y Hee uepHaA WAANKA C cemo4Koii, 8 Komopoli Hem
HUYe20 CMUAbHO20 U U3AUWHO20 — 3ma cemoyka Gondute
noxoxca Ha mpaypryio eyaas. Jxcelix He yyecmeyem Huye-
20, Auwb youenenue u npusbiyroe nazybroe 3amewamens-
€meo — Heyxceau 6om max 6ce u Konuyaemea? H emy yxce
HuKoz0a He yaywuiums ceou peysbmamul 6 6oyaurice? Bo-
xodum, dea-cemvOecam — 3mo npedea? OH nadaem Ha
npoe3xcyro yacmo u auoum e 0eyx O1oliMax om 21a3 ceexce-
3adenanHylo mpewury Ha acghanome. ITopmgens goinemaem
u3 pyk. OH Kak pa3 npu3a0yMancs, CUNbHO au oH obodpan
KOneHKu, K020a Ha He20 Hae3dcaem MawuHa mozo 6usHec-
MeHa @ cuHell wnsne co cmuabHoM nepoM. O2poMHbIll CUHU
exadunnar» 76-20 200a c wurnamu «Paepcmoyn». Mawuna
noymu makozo e yeema, KaK u winana eodumens. Oxa
nomaem Jxceiiky cnuHy, pacnmouueaem xcueom. Y Hezo
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u30 pma evipbieaemcs cmpya kposu. Hacmoawuii ghonman.
OH. nogopauusaem 20108y U GUOUM 3aHCHCEHHbIE 3a0HUE
gonapu. «Kadunnaxs mopmo3um, uz-nod Konec anum OoiM.
Mawuna npoexanacy u no nopmgenro, ocmasue Ha Hem
YepHwill wupokuli caed. Mxceiix nogopauueaem 20108y 6
dpy2ylo CmopoHy u eudum 2poMadHuiii cepolii «ghopo», Ko-
mopuiil ¢ 6u320M ocmanaeaueaemca 8 KaxKux-Hubydo He-
ckonvkux orolimax om e2o mena. Kaxoii-mo ueproxoxcuii
napexv, HagepHoe, mom camwiii, Komopbsiii npodaem ¢ me-
/IeXNCKU CONneHbie KpeHdenbku u 2a3upoexy, bexcum K Hemy.
Kpoew y [ceiixa mewem omoeciody: u3 Hoca, u3 2na3, u3
ywell, uz npamoii kuwxu. Ezo zenumanuu npeepamuaucs 8
Kauty. A on 6ce dymaem pa3opadxcerHo, cuabHo au oH o6odpan
xonenxu. Ox Goumca, ymo ono3daem 6 wikony. Tenepo u
6odumens «Kadunnaxar bexicum K HeMy, npuyumas Ha xody.
Omkyda-mo dorocumea 2oaoc. CmpauwiHblii, CnoKoliHbil —
20/10C HEYMOAUMOU CyOblbi:

— A ceawennux. Jaiume npoiimu. ITocaednee npuua-
cmue...

On eudum yepHuiii 6anaxon u obmupaem om yxcaca.
9mo on. Yenosex 6 yeprom. CoGpae nocrednue cuawt, xcelix
omeopavueaemcs om Heeo. Ide-mo uepaem paduo, nepeda-
tom nechio pok-epynns <Kuccy. On eudum, Kax e2o pyku
ckpeGym no acgpanbmy — Genvie, manenbKue, akKypamHoie.
OH HuKo20a He 2pbi3 Hoemu.

Thnoa na ceou pyxu, xceiix ymupaem.

v

CTpenioK CueN, MOrpyXeHHBIH B TsDKesNbie AyMbl. OH
ycrau1, Bce ero Teo 60eno, ¥ MbICJIY POXIAIUCh Y HEro
B NOJIOBE C M3MaTHIBalONIEN MEIUTUTENLHOCTBIO. Psitom ¢
HHM, 32XaB PYKH MEXHAY KOJIEH, Cliajl YAUBHTEbHbIA
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ManbyMK. OH paccka3saji CBOIO MCTOPHIO OYeHb CTIOKOIHO,
XOTs G/IvDKe K KOHLY €ro rojioc ApoXaji — 3TO KOraa OH
IOLIEN OO «CBSLIEHHUKa» U 0 «I10C/IeAHEro MpHYacTHsI».
PasymeeTcst, OH HHYEro He paccKa3bIBaJl HH O CBOEi ce-
Mbe, HMU O CBOEM OLIYLUEHWHM CTpPAaHHOMH, cOMBaloLIEiH C
TOJIKY pa3iBOEHHOCTH, HO BCE€ PaBHO KOE-YTO IIPOCOYH-
JIOCh B €ro paccka3 — JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI NMOHATh. Ta-
KOro ropopna, KOTOpbIii OMMCHIBAJ MallbYUK, HET H He
6bU10 HMKOTAA (pa3Be YTOo 3TO GbUI JIereHaapHHli Jlan) —
HO 3T0 GbUTO He caMoe cTpaHHOe. XOTs CTPeJIOK BCe paB-
HO He Ha LIYTKY BCTpeBOXWICHA. BooGlue Bech pacckas
ObUl KaKMM-TO TPEBOXHBIM. CTpenok 6ostncs naxe 3amy-
MBbIBaTbCSl O TOM, YTO BCE 3TO MOXET 3HATHTb.

— Oxeiik?

— VY-ry?

— Tl X0ueLb TOMHHTb 00 3TOM, KOIZIa NPOCHEIbCA?
Wnu xouews 3a6bITh?

— 3abbiTb, — OBICTPO OTBETHI MaIbYMK. — S GbUL
BeCh B KpoBH. Y Koraa KpoBb MoOLUIA Y MEHsS H30 pTa, Y
Hee ObUT TaKoi# BKYC... i KaK OyATO roBHa HaeJjCcs.

— Xopouuo. Ceityac Tbl 3acHelllb, NOHATHO? U Gyaemb
cnartb. [To-HacTosimemy. JlaBait-Ka J1I0XHCh.

Jixeiik nociywHo Jer. Takoi#t MaieHbKUil, THXHIt K
Ge306MaHEI — ¢ BrAy. OQHAKO CTpEJIKY o4YeMy-To He
BEPHWIOCH B TO, YTO MAIbYKK AEHCTBUTENILHO 6306 HIHBIN.
BBUI0 B HEM YTO-TO CTpaHHOE, POKOBOE, HEKHil yX npex-
onpeaeneHHocTH. Kak 6yaro 1o Gpuia ouepenHas JIoByl-
Ka. CTpeJiKy He HpaBWIOCh 3TO rHeTyllee OlylneHKe, HO
€My HpaBWICA MaibYHK. EMy OueHb HpaBWICS MATBIMK.

— JIxeitk?

— Tc-c. i xouy cnath. A cruto.

— Ha. A Koraa TH MpOCHeILILCH, Th Bee 3a0ymenib.
Bce, 4T0 MHe pacckasall.

— O’keit. Xopouuo.



120 CtuseH Kuur

ManpuMK cran, a CTpeJIoK CMOTpe) Ha Hero U BCIo-
MMHaJ1 CBO€ HeTCTBO. MBIC/IEHHO BO3BpallasiCh B Npo-
IO, OH OOBIYHO MCIEITHIBAJI CTPAaHHOE OLUYLIEHUE,
OyATO BCE 3TO MIPOMCXOAMIIO HE C HUM, @ C KEM-TO ApY-
TMM — C 9eJIOBEKOM, KOTOpBIif NpoLue CKBO3b JIETeH-
JapHEI KPUCTAILI, U3MEHSIOLU BpeMsi, TPOLLEN U cTran
coBepuieHHO npyruM. He TakuM, kakum 6bu1. Ho Tenepn
€ro AETCTBO BAPYT NOACTYMMIIO TaK 6113K0. My4YHUTENIbHO
6/mm3K0. 3aeck, B KOHIOLHE JOPOXHOM CTaHUMH, GbUIO
HEBHIHOCHMO XapKO, M CTPeJIOK OTIIW ewe Boabl. CoBceM
HeMHOro, 6ykBanbHO IJIOTOK. [ToTOM OH mogHsACH U
mipowreNl B Iy6b crpoeHus. OCTaHOBWIICA, 3ariAHYJ B
omHo 13 croin. Tam B ymty nexana oxanka 6emnoit cono-
MBI ¥ aKKYPaTHO CJIOXXEHHAs MOMOHa, HO JIoLaAbMH He
maxio. B xoHiouHe He maxio Boo6ue HuyeM. ComHie
BBDKTJIO BCE 3araxu U He OCTaBWIO HHYero. Bo3myx Geut
COBEPIIEHHO CTepPWIEH.

B 3apHelt yacTH KOHIOUWHY CTPEJIOK OOGHapYXHJI KpO-
IMEYHYIO TEMHYIO KOMHATYLUKY C KaKOH-TO MalLIMHOMN U3
HepXaselomel ctam, noxoxei Ha Macno6oiiky. Ee He
TPOHY/IM HM PXAaBYMHA, HU nopya. CiieBa Topyajia Xpo-
MHMPpOBaHHas Tpy6a, a mon Heit 66U10 OTBEPCTHE BOAOCTO-
Ka. CrpesyioK yXXe BHIeNl TaKMe HacoChl B IPYTMX 3acyll-
JIMBBIX ‘MECTaX, HO HM pa3y He BHAEN TaKOro 60JbILIOro.
OH cebe 1axe He NPEACTABIISUI, KaK [TyGOKO HyXXHO 6bU10
6YpHTD 3THM NIOIAM (KOTOPBIX IaBHO YX€ HeET), YTOOH
Jo6paTeCcsl 10 IPYHTOBLIX BOA, 3aTaMBIUMXCSI B BEYHOM
TbM€ IOA MYCTHEIHEH.

TTouemy oHM He 3abpanu ¢ co6oit Hacoc, Koraa rno-
KMIOATH CTAHLHIO?

HasepHoe, 13-3a ZEMOHOB.

BHe3anHo OH B3aporHyiL. Ilo cnuHe mpoGexain xono-
nok. Koxa nokpbuiach MypauikamMu, KOTOphIE TYT Xe
ncuedny. OH nogouIeN K nepexinoyareio ¥ Haxal KHom-
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Ky «BKJI». MexaHu3m 3aryznen. A npuMepHO 4Yepe3 MoJI-
MUHYTBI CTPYS YUCTOM, [MPOXNAnHOI BOAbI BLIPBANIACH U3
TPYOHl ¥ yCTpEMHAACh B BONOCTOK, B CHCTEMY PELIUPKY-
nauuK. U3 TpyOnl BLUIHIOCH, HaBEpPHOE, TAJUIOHA TPH, a
MIOTOM HacoC CO LIETYKOM OTKIIoywiIcs. Jla, 3Bepb-Ma-
LIMHA, TaKasl Xe YyXIas 3TOMY MECTY ¥ BpEMEHH, KaK U
HMCTHHHas M000Bb, U TaKas Xe HeOTBpaTHMasi, Kak Cyn
Boxuii. MonyanuBoe HanOMHHAaHHE O TeX BpPEMEHax,
KOrJia MHp ellle He CABMHYJICA C MecTa. BepositHO, Ma-
lWIKHa paGoTajia Ha aTOMHO 3HEpPruM, MOCKOJBKY Ha
ThICSIYM MWJIb BOKPYT 3JIEKTPHYECTBA HE HabIonatocs, a
cyxue Garapeu yxe naBHO Obl paspsaawincek. Ee caenanu
Ha 3aBoJie KOMNaHWH Mo Ha3BaHUeM «CeBepHblit LIeHTp
MO3UTPOHUKH». CTPENIKY 3TO COBCEM He NMOHPaBHIOCH.

OH BepHYyJICA U CeN pAAOM C MAJIBYUKOM, KOTODbIit
cnajl, NOIOXMB ONHY PYKy mon weky. CHMNaTHIHbIN
TaKoit ManibuyraH. CTpeJioK BbIMW €LIe BOALI M CKPECTHI
HOTH Ha WHIENCKuit MaHep. ManbyKK, KaK U TOT Ioce-
JIGHEll Y caMOro Kpas MyCTbiHHM, Y KOTOPOro eiie Obul
BOpPOH (30s1TaH, BHe3anHO BCIIOMHWI CTPENOK, — BOpO-
Ha 3B 30JITaH), TOXE YTPaTHI BCAKOE OLIYIIIeHHE Bpe-
MEHH, HO 4YeJIOBEK B YePHOM, BHE BCAKMX COMHEHMIA, GhUI
yXe 6JIM3K0. YXe He B [epBblif pa3 CTPeJIoK MpU3axyMan-
Cs: a HE MOACTPOWI JIM YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM OYEpEIHYIO
JIOBYLLIKY, MO3BOJUB JOrHaTh ce6s. BriosiHe BEpOATHO,
9TO OH, CTPEJIOK, HIpaeT Ternepb Ha pyKy CBOEMY Bpary.
OH nonsrTancs npeacTaBuTh cebe, Kak 31o 6yaeT, Koraa
OHM BC€ Xe COMIYTCA JINLIOM K JIMLYY, — U HE CMOT.

EMy ObUIO XapKo, YKaCHO XapK0, HO B OCTJILHOM
OH ce0s YyBCTBOBAI- BNOJIHE CHOCHO. B ronose CHOBa
BCIUTBUT JaBEIIHUH NETCKU CTHILOK, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH
IyMaJl yXXe He O MaTepH, a 0 Kopre, 0 yejioBeKe C JIMLIOM,
06e306paxkeHHBIM ILIpaMaMH OT ITyJIb, KAMHEH U BCEBO3-
MOXHBIX TyTbIX npeaMeToB. [IIpaMbel — OTMETHHEI BOK-
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HBEI H BOGHHOTO peMeciia. « MHTepecHO, — BIPYT NOgyMaJl
CTPeJIOK, — a 6buta s y Kopra nmo6osb. bonbiuas, non
craTth 3TUM mpamam. Her. Bpsa au». Ox noayman o Cio-
3aH, 0 cBoei MaTepu 1 0 MapreHe, 06 3ToM YGorom BoJI-
IeOHHKe-HeAOYUKe.

Crpenok 66UT He U3 TeX Jiofeit, KOTopble JII00AT KO-
MaThCA B MPOLIOM; €CJIU Obl OH OBbLT YEJIOBEKOM MEHee
3MOLMOHAILHEIM H HEe YMEJ CMYTHO NpeqBOCXMILATh
Gynyuee, OH 6bUT OLI YIIEPTHIM U HenpoOrBaeMbIM Ayba-
peM, JIMIIEHHbIM BCAYECKOro BooOpaxeHus. IMpuyem
ZIXy6apeM o4eHb onacHbIM. BoT moyeMy OH ¥ caM yaAuBWI-
Csl CBOMM HEOXMAAHHEIM MbICAM. Kaxnoe HOBoe HUMs,
BCIUIbIBaBIIEE B MaMATH, BbI3bIBaIO Apyroe: KarGepr,
‘Ana, crapsiil JKOHac ¢ ero ApoXalluM rojocoM;
cHoBa — C103aH, npeJieCTHas AeByLlKa y okHa. Bce mo-
IOGHBIE pa3MbILIUIEHHsI HeH3MEHHO cBOAWIHCH K Cl03aH,
M K BEJIHKOH XOJIMHCTO# paBHHHE, U3BeCTHOM Kak CITycK,
M K prifakaM, 4To 3a6pachiBajli CBOM CETH B 3aJIUBaX Ha
Kpaeluke Yucroro mops.

Tanep u3 Tajuia (ToXe MepTBEIIA, KaK M BCE OCTaJIbHbIE
Xxutead Tawna, cpaXeHHbIe UM, CTPEJIKOM) TOXe Obul
TaM, B Memxuce. [lle6 o6oxain crapble neCHU, KOra-To
MIPaJ UX B CaTyHe 1noj Ha3BaHueM «[IpuioT ITyTHHKOB»,
M CTpeJIOK (asIbIIMBO 3aMypJIbiKaJl cebe rmoa Hoc:

JI1060Bb, J1I060Bb GecneuHas,
CMOTpH, YTO TH HajeJlana.

OH paccMesuics, caM ceGe mopaxasics. «5 nocaeaHu#A
M3 TOTO MMpa 3€JIeHH M TeIUIbIX Kpacok». OH TOCKOBaJ
no 6uutoMy. Ho He Xxanen ce6s, Het. Mup 6ecnnomianHo
CABHHYIJICSI C MECTa, HO €r0 HOTH €1l He OTKA3bIBalOTCA
XOIMTb, U YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM yXe Giu3ko. CTpesioK 3a-

IpeMa.
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Korna oH npocHy’cs, yXe noYyT¥ CTEMHENO, a Mallb-
YUK HCYE3.

CTpenok NooHsAJCA — B CYCTaBaxX ABCTBEHHO XPYCT-
HYJIO — M TMONOLLUEN K ABEPU KOHIOMHH. B TeMHoTE, Ha
KphUIbLIE MOCTOANOr0 ABOpa Mepuai oroHek. OH Ha-
npaBuics NpsaMo tyna. Ero teHs, JUIMHHas, YepHas,
pacTsiHyl1ach B KOpPHYHEBAaTO-XEJITOM CBETe 3aXOAsIe-
ro COJIHLA.

Manbuuk JIxeiik cuaen Bodie 3aXKEeHHOU KepoCH-
HOBO# JlaMnbl.

— Tawm B namne 6bl1 KEPOCHH, — CKa3aJl OH, — HO
no6osuicsa 3axHratbh oroHb B tome. Bce Takoe cyxoe...

— Tl Bce npaBuabHO caenan. — Crpenok ycencs, He
obpaiuasi BHUMaHHsI H2 MHOTOJIETHIOIO NbUIb, 9TO B3BU-
Jiach Y Hero u3-noxn 3agHuusl. Boobuie ymmBHTeNbHO, KaK
KpbUIbLIO He 00BaTMIOCH NOA KX O6IKUM BecoM. OTCBETHI
TUIaMEHH M3 JIaMITbl OKPAaCWIM JIMLIO NapeHbKa B TEIUIbIE
nonyroHa. CTpesiok IOCTa/l CBOit KUCET ¥ CBEPHYJI Namu-
POCKY.

— Ham Hano noTtonkoBaTb, — CKa3al OH.

JIxeiK XuBHY ¥ YIBIOGHYACS, €70 pacCMelWIo Co-
BO <IIOTOJIKOBATh».

— Tbl, HaBepHOe, YXe Norajajcs, YTo s FOHIOCh 32
TeM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOro Thl 30eCh BUJIeIL.

— Xoture ero youtn?

— S He 3Ha10. MHe HYXHO 3aCTaBHTb €ro K0e-4ro
MHe paccka3atb. U MoXeT ObITb, OTBECTH MEHS KOE-KyJa,
B OAHO MECTO.

— Kyna?

— K Bamne, — orBetun crpeniok. OH NpUKypHi,
MOAHECA Manupocy K OTKPLITOMY Kpalo JIaMITEI, X [iry6o-
KO 3aTsiHyJcA. JIerknit HOYHOM BETEPOK OTHOCHII IHIM B
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cropoHy. JIxxeik cMoTpen eMy Bonen. Ha muue Mambyuka
He OTPaXaJloCh HU CTpaxa, HH JIIOGONBITCTBA, HU BOOLY-
HIEBJICHUA.

— Crano 6bITh, 3aBTpPa A YXOXY, — MPOAOJDKAJI CTpe-
nok. — TeGe nmpunercs moitT co MHOI. Msico ele ocra-
Joch?

— CoBceM 9yTb-9yTb.

— A KyKypy3u?

— INo6onpbiie, HO TOXE HE MHOTO.

CTpeNnoK KHBHYIIL.

— EcTts TyT KaKkoit-Hn6yap norpe6?

— Ja. — Ixeik nornsaaen Ha Hero. Ero 3pauxku 6buin
TaKWMH GOJIBIIMMM, YTO Ka3aJIMCh HEBEPOSITHO XPYTKHU-
MH. — OH OTKPHT, HYXHO JIHLIb MOTSHYTh 32 KOJILLIO B
TIOJTy, HO s He ciyckKauicst BHU3. [lo6Gosuics, YTO JIeCTHH-
11a MOXET CJIOMAaTbCA, M 1 HE CyMelo OTTya BbIOpaThes.
U taM 1oxo naxHer. 10 — eMMHCTBEHHOE 3[1ECh MECTO,
OTKYZia XOTh KaK-TO [TaXHeT.

— 3aBTpa MBI BCTAHEM MOpaHbllie U TOCMOTPUM, He
HalfeTcs M TaM 4ero, YTo MOXET HaM MPUIOAUTHLCH.
IToToM moMHEM MOTHXOHBKY.

— Xopouto. — IToMonyas, MaTbYMK H06aBuI: — XO0-
POIIO, YTO 5 He YOWII Bac, NoKa Bbi cniaiv. TYT eCTb BIWIbI,
U y MeHs 6buta Meiciib... Ho g He ctas 3Toro aenarhb, H
Teneps A yXxe He 6010Ch 3aCHYTb.

— A gero TH Gosuica?

Manb4YuK yrpioMo B3[JISTHYJ Ha Hero.

— IlpuBunennit. U uro oH BepHeTcH.

— Yesiopex B YepHOM, — CKa3aJl CTPENIOK, U 3TO GbUI
He BOIpOcC.

— Ha. OH mnoxoit?

— 9TO KaK NMOCMOTpETh, — PACCESTHHO OTO3BAJICH
cTpeniok. OH MOJHSUICA M OPOCH OKYPOK Ha TBEpHBIi

cnaHen. — JlagHo, g cnaTb.
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MabuMK 3aCTEHYMBO NMOTHSUI [71a3a.

— A MOXHO, # JITY C BaMM B KOHIOIIHe?

— KoHneuHo.

CTpeJIOK CTOsL1 Ha CTyTIEHbKaX, [JIsist Ha He60. Manb-
9MK nomouuen ¥ Bctan psaoM. Bon — Crapast 3Be3na, a
BoH — Crapasi Marepp. CTpeJiKy BAPYT ITOKa3aJIoCh, YTO
CTOMT TOJIBKO 3aKpbITh I71a3a U OH PAaIWYUT KBAKaHbE
MEePBEIX BECEHHUX APEBECHBIX JIATYIIEK, 3aNaXx 3eJIeHH M
TIOYTH JIETHUH 3anax TOJIbKO YTO IMOACTPYOKEHHOIO ra3o-
Ha, YCHBIIIUT, GLITh MOXET, JICHUBLIH MEPECTYK AEPEBAH-
HBIX LIapOB, YTO JOHOCUTCA MO BeyepaM M3 BOCTOTHOIO
KpbUIa, KOTIa CyMEepPKH IepeTeKaloT Bo ThMY U Graropox-
HBIe aMBl, OieThie TOJIbKO B COPOYKH, BBIXOIAT NOUIPATh
B wapbl. OH ensa au He Booumio yBuzaen KarGepra u
IDkeitMH, KaK OHM BBIHBIPHBAIOT M3 MPOJIOMa B XMBOM
M3TOpOAM M 30BYT €ro NoKaTaThCsl Ha JIOWAIAX. ..

IJTO COBCEM Ha HEro He NoXoXe — TaK MHOIO yMaTh
O MPOLUIOM.

OH 06epHyACA ¥ NOAHSI JIaMITy.

— Ioitnem cnaTth, — CKa3aj OH.

U oHU BMecTE NOULIM B KOHIOMHIO.

vi

Hayrpo on o6cnenosan nmorpe6.

Jxeiik GbUl MpaB: Maxjo TaM OTBPAaTUTENLHO. JTO
OBU1 BIIAXHBINM GOJIOTHEIHA 3anax, ¥ MOCJe CTEPHILHOIO,
JIMIIEHHOrO BCAKOIO 3a11axa BO3MyXa ITyCTHHM U KOHIOLI-
HY CTpeNKy ctajio Hexopomo. Ero noaraniHusano. I'o-
JIOBa KpyXwWwiach. B noasaie BOHAUIO NeperHUBILIEH Ka-
TyCTOMH, pertoi ¥ KapTomKoi ¢ JUIMHHIOIIHUMM POCTKAMH.
OmHako JieCTHMIIA C BUAY Kasanach nMpoyHoit. Crpesok
CITyCTHJICSL BHM3.



126 CtuseH Kuur

Ilon B morpeGe 6bi 3eMJIAHOM. A NMOTOJIOK — OY€Hb
HM3KUIA, CTPEJIOK eBa He 3aieBaJl ero rojoBoii. 31ech,
BHM3Y, BCe €lIe XHJIH NMayKH — OrpOMHbIe MayKHu C ce-
PHIMHM B KpanMHKy TelamMu. M1 moytH Bce — MYTaHTHI.
Y omHyx ObUTH IJIa3KM Ha HOXKaX, Y APYrUX — IO LLIeCT-
HallaTh, He MeHbILE, Jall.

CTpeJoK orsescs, JOXMAAACh, MOKa IJ1a3a He IpH-
BRIKHYT K TEMHOTE.

— C BaMM TaM Bce B nopsiike? — HEPBHO OKJIMKHYJI
ero JIxeiik.

— Jla. — OH cocpemoTOYWI BHUMaHUE Ha AaJIbHEM
yory. — Tyt kakue-To 6anku. KoHcepBHbie. [Togoxau.

IIpUrHyBIIMICh, OH OCTOPOXHO ABMHYJCS B TOT YTO.
TaM cTOsUI BeTXMi AIUK C OTOAPAHHOM cTeHKOI. KOoH-
CepBHI, KaK BBIICHWIOCH, ObUIM OBOUIHBIMM — 3eJIeHas
¢dacosnb, 6008L... ¥ TpH 6AaHKH TylLIEHKH.

OH crpe6 MX B OXanKy, CKOJILKO CyMeJl YHECTH, H
BEpHYJICA 06paTHO K JiecTHULE. [longHaABLIKCH OO cepe-
JUHH, MPOTAHYN 6aHKM [IXeiKy, KOTOphIH BCTal Ha
KOJIeHH, YyTo6Hl 6BUTO cioapyyHee ux 3a6patb. CTpenok
OTIMPAaBWICA 32 OCTAILHBIMH.

A Korza oH mnouueN B TpeTU# pa3, OH ycablloal Ka-
KO#i-TO CTOH. OTKyHa-TO U3 CTEHBI.

OH o6epHyJics, BIISAEICA BO ThMY U BAPYT OLLYTHII,
KaK ero OKaTWIO BOJIHOM CMYTHOro yxaca. OH nmovys-
CTBOBAJI CJIa0OCTh ¥ NMPOH3UTEJILHOE OTBpALLICHHE.

CaoaH noaBana ObUIM CJIOXKEHH! U3 60J1bIIKMX 6JIOKOB
nmecyaHMKa, KOTopble, Hallo XyMaTb, JIEXaJld POBHO, KOIIa
3TY CTAHLMIO TOJILKO NMOCTPOWIHM. Tenepb 31U GNOKH me-
PEeKOCHIMCh, B3OBIOWIMCH 1TOJ pa3HbIMM yriiaMu. U no-
3TOMY CTEHH Ka3aJIMCb MCITMCAHHBIMU HepornmudaMu —
CTPaHHBIMH M GeCrIOpAN0YIHO HarpoMoXaeHHbIMM. U B oft-
HOM MeCTe, rie COeTUHUIMCh ABa 6J10Ka, U3 CTEHHI TeKJIa
TOHKas CTpyHKa necka, Kak 6yaro yTo-To CWIWIOCH po-
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PBaThbCs C TOM CTOPOHBI C HAIPLIBHBIM, OTYassHHBIM YTIOP-
CTBOM.

CHoBa pa3gajicsi CTOH, Teneps — rpoMue. CTOHH yXe
He mnpeKkpalanich. [1oka Bech noasan He HANONHWICA
3BYKOM — XMBBIM BOIUIOLIEHMEM HEMBICIHMOI 6o M
YYIOBMILHOTO HAaMpsXEHHUs.

— IToonumaiimecs! — 3axkpuuan JIxeik. — boxe Moii,
MHCTep, NMoAHUMaiTeCh ckopee!

— Oroitam OT JII0Ka, — CITOKOIHO BeJies CTPENIoK. —
Buitan Ha yauuy u cuutait. Eciu s He BepHycCh, Koraa
THI JOCYMTACILD IO NBYX... HET, 10 TPEXCOT, 6eru orciona
6e3 ornianku.

— ITodnumaiimecs! — CHOBa BRIKpHKHYI JDKeHK.

Ha atot pa3 cTpenok He orBeTwi. [1paBoit pykoit oH
pacCTerHyn kooypy.

B cTeHe yxxe 06pa3oBanach abipa pa3MEpoM C MOHETY.
CxBO3b 3aBeCy NOACTYTIUBILIETO CTPaxa CTPEJIOK Pa3IHInI
3BYK yaansiowuxcs waros J{xelika. ITotoM cTpyiika re-
cKa uccakia. CTOHBI BAPYT MPEKPaTWIHCh, HO 3aTO IO-
CIBILIANOCH COMBYMBOE, TAXKENOE JbIXaHHE.

— K10 TBI? — CIpOCcHA CTpeJIoK.

Her orBera.

M Ponann nosBTOpmI CBOM BONPOC — Ha BhicokoM
CJiore, U ero rosioc, Kak BCTapb, ObUI HCITOJIHEH YBepEeH-
HOI rPOMOBOH BIaCTHOCTH:

— Ko THI, AIeMOH? T'oBOpH, ecu TeGe ecTh YTO CKa-
3arhb. Y MeHs MaJlo BPEMEHH, U ele MEHbllle — TePIIeHMS.

— He Topomuch, — pa3nancs MpOTSDKHEIA M CAaB/IeH-
HH# ronoc. T'onoc U3 creHH. .CTPEJIOK NMOYYBCTBOBAI,
KaK Crylaercs 3TOT KOUWIMapHbIif 1 MyTHBIH yXac, CTa-
HOBSICh TAKMM IUIOTHBIM, TOYTH OCS3aeMBIM. 910 ObUI
TOJIOC DITHC, XKEHIHUHBI, C KOTOpoi#i oH 6eu1 B Tayuie. Ho
oHa yMepina. OH cam you ee. OH CBOMMH IJ1a3aMH BHIEII,
KaK OHa NMOBAIWIACh HA 3eMJIIO C ABIPKOH OT MyJaH TOY-
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HEXOHbKO NMpoMeX ma3. OH kak OyaTo norpyxaics B
6e310HHYI0 nponacte. — He Toponuch, CTpesok, HHaye
PHCKYellb THl B CIIEIIKE MPOMTH MHUMO TeX, KOro Halo
u3pineyb. U ocreperaiica TaxuHa. Iloka ¢ ToGoit maer
MaJIb9MK, Y€JIOBEK B YEPHOM JIEPXHUT AYyLIY TBOIO y ceOst
B pyKax.

— Yro TH! X04elb cKa3aTh? O6BbACHH!

Ho npixaHue ucyesrno.

OH nocTos emie napy CeKyHI, He B CUNaxX CABUHYTb-
Csl C MeCTa, a IIOTOM OJMH M3 3THX KOLUMapHbBIX CEPbIX
MayKoB yTiaJl eMy Ha pyKy U 6bIcTpoO B306pasics Ha IU1eyo.
HeBonbHO BCKPUKHYB, CTPEJIOK CMaxHyJ nayka U 3acra-
BIWI ce6s MOMOMTH K CTeHe. EMy He X0TeJ10ch 3TOro nesiath,
HO 00bIvait cypoB 1 Henokose6uM. Ecnin MepTBhLIe YTO-TO
IalT, To GepH, Kak rOBOPHUTCA B CTapoii MOroBopkKe.
Tonbko MepTBLIe H3PEKAIOT HCTHHHbIE NpopoyecTBa. OH
nojolue K anipe, 06pa3opasileiics B CTeHE, U YIapwi 1o
Hel KynakoM. ITecyaHHK IO KpasiM Jierko pacKpOLUwics,
M, NOYTH 630 BCAKOIO HanpsDKEHMs1, CTPEJIOK MPOCYHY
PYKY B IIPOJIOM.

W npHKOCHYJCA K YeMy-TO TBepAOMy, B Oyrpax u
BbicTynax. OH BBITALWI HEMOHATHLII NpeaIMET HapyXy.
Oka3anoch, YTO 3TO KOCTb. YentocTHas KOCTb, MOATHUB-
[Iasg B MECTe COENUHEHUs1 BEpXHEW U HUXHEH yacteil.
HepoBHBi€e 3yGH TOpYAIK B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI.

— JlagHo, — cKa3aJi OH HErpOMKO, HeOpeXHO 3aCyHy
YeJII0CTb B 3aHUI KapMaH ¥ BepHYJICS 06paTHO K JieCT-
HMLle, HEYKIIOXe NPWKKMMas K rpyau nocieqHue KOH-
cepBHBle 6aHKH. JIIOK OH OCTaBWI OTKpbITHIM. CoyIHLIE
NMPOHUKHET TyAa M YObeT NMayKoB-MyTaHTOB.

JxeiK noXMAacA ero NOCpeau ABopa, CheXHBLIMCh
Ha MOTpecKaBIIEeMCs, PaCKPOLIEHHOM CJlaHLie. YBHACB
CTpeJiKa, OH BCKPHMKHYJI, OTCTYNIWI Ha napy LUaros, a
ITIOTOM GPOCHJICS K HEMY CO CJIe3aMH Ha IJia3ax.
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— $1 nyman, oHO Bac rnostmMano, YTo OHO Bac noimaio,
A DyMaJl...

— Her, He noiimMano. — CTpenoK KpenkKo Nnpykan K
cebe MajibYMKa, OUIYTHB Y ceOsl Ha rPYIH Xap OT ero Ibi-
JIAIOLLIETO JIULa Y ropsiuMe Cyxue pyKH, Kpenko-Kpemnko
ero o6HUMaBl1lIYE. YXXe MOTOM, BCIIOMUHas 06 3TOM, OH
MOHS, YTO UMEHHO B 3TO MTHOBEHHE OH MOJIIO0UN Mallb-
qyraHa — pasyMeeTcsl, Tak K ObUl0 3aaymaHo. Bce 3to
6bUI0 NOACTPOEHO YeNoBEKOM B YepHOM. UGo Kakas Jio-
BYIIKA CPaBHMTCSA C KaNKaHOM JII0OBU?

— 9710 6611 AeMOH? — T'0I0COK 3BYHaI IITYXO.

— JHa. Tosopsauuit nemoH. Ham Gonblie He HYXHO
Tyna Bo3spauiatbesi. [Toitnem. Ckopee.

OHu BepHY/HCb B KOHIOWHIO. CTPENoK cKaTtan M3
MOTIOHBI, TT0J KOTOPO#i Craj Houblo, moao6ue Tioka. OHa
6bUla Xapkasi U Kojlouast, HO ApYrod mpocTo He GbUIo.
TToToM OH HanONHWI CBOU GYPAIOKM M3 KOJIOHKM C Ha-
COCOM.

— OnuH 6ypaioK noHecewb Thl, — cKa3aa oH JIxeli-
Ky. — Ha nneuax — BoT Tak. Buanunb?

— Jla. — Manbuuk B3rsiHyJ1 Ha CTPEeJIKa C UCKPEHHUM
6G11aroroBeHUeM, HO TYT Xe OTBEJI I71a3a M B3BAIMN Ha
uieyy Gyparox.

— He Txeno?

— Her. HopmanbHo.

— Jlyymre ckaxy MHe npapay. Ceituac. 51 He cMmory
HecTH M TeOs ToXe, eclu ¢ TOOOH CIyYyuTCs CONHeY-
HEII yaap.

— He ciyuntcs. Bece GyneT o’keit.

CTpenok KUBHYII.

— Mhmul noitnem K TeM ropam, aa?

— Ha.

OHM OTTIIPaBWIMCH B MYTh MOA MANSIUUM COJIHLIEM.
Jixeifx, 4bsi ronoBa eBa JOCTaBaNa CTPEJIKY N0 JIOKTH,
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1€ CITPaBa M IyTb Briepean. 3aBs3aHHbIe CbIPOMATHBIMH
peMeLKaMy KOHLIB OypIOIoKa Yy Hero Ha Iuieyax CBUCaIH
MOYTH YTO JO CaMHIX rojieHeit. CTpesnok Hec emie ABa
OypmioKa, 3aKMHYTBIX 32 IUIEYH KpeCT-HaKpeCT, U 3arachl
MPOBU3MM — MO MBILIKOM, NPYXMMas TIOK K TeJly 1eBO#
pykoit. B npaBo#t pyke OH AepXal HOPOXHYIO CYMKY C
MaTpOHaMH.

OHM poNUTH Yepe3 3alHHEe BOPOTa CTAHLIMM M CHOBa
BHIIIUIM Ha 3a6pOIIEHHbIA TPAKT C UCYE3AIOLUMH KoJlesi-
MH. OHH npowIaraiy MMHYT NATHaAUATh, MOTOM JIXeik
00GepHY/ICS M TIOMaxajl PyKOi IByM CTPO€HMSIM, OCTaB-
mmMcs mo3anu. OHH, Ka3anock, XMYTCS MOGaUXKe Apyr
K ApyTYy B Gecrnipene/IbHOM NPOCTPaHCTBE MyCThIHH.

— ITpomaiire! — BRIKpuKHy [Ikeitk. — [Tpoluaitre! —
IToToM NOBEPHYJICA K CTPEJIKY M CKa3al: — Y MeHsl CTpaH-
Hoe yyBcTBO. Kak GyATo 3a HAaMM KTO-TO HabG/ionaer.

— Moxer ObITb, — COTIaCHICS CTPEJIOK.

— Tam uTt0, KTO-TO mpsayercs? U oH Bce BpeMs
6buUt TaM?

— 51 He 3Haio0. Her, Bpsin 4.

— Moxer 6BITh, CTOUT BEPHYTbCA. ITpOBEPHTb...

— Her. Pa3 ynumi, 3HaYMT, yILJIH.

— Xopoto, — 6bIcTpO NporoBopuit JxeiK.

OHH mouutH Janblie. Boonb npoesxero Tpakra rpo-
MO3IWIHCH rpeGHHM cripeccoBaHHOTro necka. Korna crpe-
JIOK OIJIAHYJICA, CTRHLIUA yXe CKpbUIach U3 Buay. U cHo-
Ba KpyroM GbUia TOJILKO ITyCThIHA. OQHA IMLIb MYCTHIHA.

Vil

Tpu AHA MHHOBANO C TeX NMOpP, KaK OHHU TOKMHYJIHN
craHumo. I'ope cramm Kak 6yaro Gikxke, HO 310 6BUTO
06MaH9YHBOeE BIieyaT/ieHue. XOTH IJ1a3 YXKe padjinyal, KaKk
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NYCTHIHA Brepeay NMOIHMUMAETCA K KaMEHMCTHIM Tpej-
ropbsiM. [TepBbie ronsie ckiionbl. KopeHHas nopona, npo-
pBaBIIAsICS CKBO3b KOXY 3eMJIH B YIPIOMOM, pa3pyllH-
TeIbHOM TpuyMde. YyTh mosbiiie laHaapT CHOBA BhI-
PaBHUBAJICS, U B MEPBbIIf pa3 3a MHOTHE MECSILIbI, €CTH
He Tofbl, CTPEJIOK YBUIEN 3e/ieHb — HACTOALIYIO XXHBYIO
3eyieHb. TpaBy, KapiMKOBBIE €JTH, MOXET OBITh, IaXe WBHI.
WX nuTanu pyubu, TeKylliMe U3 JJISTHUKOB Ha BEPIIMHAX.
Jansiie onsaTh HAYHHATUCH FOJIbIE CKaJTbI, BIAbIMAIOIIIHE-
Csl B UCTOJINHCKOM, XaOTHYHOM BEJIUKOJIEITHH IO OClie-
NMUTENbHBIX CHEXHDIX WANO0K, CUsoumx 6emm3Hoii. Crre-
Ba OTKPbIBAJIOCH Yillesibe, pacceKaBliiee TOPHYIO TBepIb,
OHO BeJIO K IpyroMy ropHOMY KpSIXy, NIOMeHbIe, o6pa-
30BaHHOMY BbIBETPEHHBIMHM YT€CaMM M3 MECYaHMKa, K
BBICOKMM IL1aTO U KpYTbIM KypraHaM. Han sroit nanbHei
rpsnoit npoxana, Mewas 0630py, cepast 3aBeca HOX[S.
Beuepom, 10 Toro, Kak 3aCHyTb, JIke#K eLue napy MUHYT
TOCHIEJ, 33aBOPOXEHHO IISUIA Ha BCMONOXH AANIEKHX MOJ-
HMM, Genbix U (PHUONETOBLIX, TAKUX MYTAIOLIE APKHX B
NpO3pa4yHOM HOYHOM BO3LYXe.

Manbuuk nepxancs npekpacHo. OH ObU1 BHTHOCIHB,
HO caMoe IJ1aBHOe — OH yMeJl GOpOTLCH € YCTANIOCThIO
MOCPEeACTBOM CNOKOMHO! KOHLIEHTPALUH BOJIM; 3Ty €ro
CNnocoGHOCTb CTPEIOK OLIEHW MO XOCTOMHCTBY. JDKeik
TOBOPIJI HEMHOIO M He 3aJaBaJl HUKAKUX BormpocoB. He
CMPOCHJI aXe MPO YeNiOCTb, KOTOPYIO CTPEJIOK Hemnpe-
CTaHHO BepTeJl B pyKax BO BpeMsi BeYEPHEro repeKypa.
Y crTpenka ClOXWIOCH BMEYaTICHHE, 94TO MUX IpyX6a
JILCTHT MaJIbYyTaHy. MoXeT ObITb, JaXe TPHBOLUT MAJIb-
ua B Bocropr. U 31o ero 6ecnokonno. Mansumk He npo-
CTO TaK NMOSABWICS Y HEro Ha MyTH. D10 GLUIO NOACTPOE-
Ho. Tloka ¢ To6Goit MEEeT MaNbIUK, 9eJIOBEK B YEPHOM
JEpXUT Aylly TBOIO Y ce6si B pyKax — M Jaxe TO, 4YTO
IxeK BbUIEPXUBAET €10 TEMI M HE 3aMEISIET ero Mpo-
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IBHXeHHE, HABOIWIO Ha HEXOPOILIME MBIC/TH O Nepcrek-
THMBAaXx 3JIOBEIIMX H MPaYHBIX.

OHH UUTH Briepex M IMOCTOSHHO HAaTAIKUBAINCh Ha
CHMMETPHYHEIE KOCTPHMINA, OCTaB/IEHHbIE Y€JIOBEKOM B
9epHOM Yepe3 paBHbIE IIPOMEXYTKH, M CTPEJIKY KaXKIbIi
pa3 Ka3ajoch, 9TO Telepb 3TH KOCTPUILUA CBeXee. A Ha
TPETBHIO HOYb OH YBHIE Boanu cjiaboe MepLaHue Iiame-
HU — Te-TO Y NepBLIX YCTYINOB npearopuii. OH CTONBKO
X[an 3TOro Mmra, HO HHKakoi pPamoCTH MOYEMy-TO He
65U10. EMY BApYT BCTOMHMWIOCH OTHO M3 npuciosuii Kop-
Ta: «Ocreperaiics TOro, KTo NPHKUAbIBAETCS XPOMBIM».

Ha yerBepThiif IeHb, NPUMEPHO B BAa Yaca MOIMOJTY-
JHU, JDKEHK CIOTKHY/ICA M YyTb HE ynaJl.

— Hy-ka maBaii-ka npucsimeM, — CKa3ajl CTPEJIOK.

— Her, co MHo#! Bce B nopsnke.

— Canuce, s cKaszai.

Manbuuk nociaymHo cei. CtpejoK NpUMOCTHICS Ha
KOpPTOYKaxX psiiOM — TaK, YTOOBl €ro TeHb Majajia Ha
MapHUIIKY.

— Ileir.

— 51 He XOTeJI IMUTB, MNOKA...

— Ieik.

MabMK cean TpH r10TKa. CTpesiok CMOYHI YTOJIOK
MOMOHBI, KOTOpas Terneph CTajla HAMHOTO Jierdye, U o6rep
BJIAXHOM TKaHbIO JXelKoBH 3amnsacTbs U J1I06, ropsiyne
M Cyxue, KaK NpH O4YeHb BHICOKOH TeMMnepaType.

— Tenepb KaXablii IeHb B 3TO BpeMst MbI OyZieM JeaTh
npusan. Ha narHanuats MUHyT. Xouellb B3APEMHYTh?

— Her. .

MaJpYBK NPUCTHDKEHHO NMOCMOTpEJ Ha cTpeika. ToT
OTBETHI €My MATKMM, JIACKOBEIM B3rsiaoM. Kak Gul He-
B3HayYail CTPEJIOK BBITALIWI K3 NaTPOHTALLA OAHH NaTPOH
M HavaJl BEpTeTh €ro MEXy najiblaMv. Mamb4yuK CMOTpet
Ha IaTPOH, KaK 3a9apOBaHHLINA.
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— 310poBO, — CKa3ai OH.

CTpenoK KMBHYIIL.

— A 1o. — OH nomonyan. — Koraa MHe GbUTO CTONL-
KO Xe JIeT, KaK Te0e, s XXHJI B ropolie, OKPY>XeHHOM CTe-
Hoit. /I TeGe He paccka3biBan?

Manb4MK COHHO NOKayaj rojioBoit.

— Hy Ttak Bot. TaM Ob1 on1H 9e10BeK. OYeHb IUToXoM
YeJioBeK...

— Tot cBsilieHHHK?

— Hy, ecni yectHO, MHE HHOTIA TOXE TAK KAXETCH, —
OTO3BaICS CTpe/ioK. — Eciu Obl MX OBUIO ABOE, OHM MOT-
Ji¥ OBt 6bITh GpatbsiMu. Miin BooGue 6mm3nenamMu. Ho s
HH pa3y He Buaen ux Bmecte. Hu pasy. Tak Bor, 3T0T
TUTIOXOH YeyioBeK... 3TOT MapTeH... OH GbUI YaponeeM...
Kak MepauH. TaM, oTKyna Thl, 3HaloT po MepnuHa?

— MepnuH, xoponb ApTyp ¥ peiniapu Kpyrioro cro-
J1a, — COHHO npoGopmoTan IxeiK.

CTpesioK NovyBCTBOBa, KaK ITO Ty NPOLILIA HepH-
SITHast APOXb.

— Jla, — cKka3aj OH, — TBOS NpaBAa, 3a MpaBay —
cnacn60. Aptyp Onba. S GbL1 COBCEM MaJICHBKHUM...

Ho ManbyuK yXe yCHyl — CHIfA, aKKypaTHO CJIOXHB
PYKH Ha KOJICHSX.

— Jxehk?

— IIa!

Kasanocs 661, caMoe 0GB KHOBEHHOE CJIOBO, HO KOraa
MAaJIB9MK €ro [POU3HEC, CTPEJIKY BOPYT CTANO CTPalIHO.
Ho oH HMKaK 3TOro He MmoxKasai.

— Korza s mejxHy naibliaMH, Thi mpocHemncst. Y 6y-
hemb GOOPHIM ¥ OTAOXHYBIUMM. TH noxsn?

— JHa.

— Torna noxmuce.

Crpesiok AOCTaJl KMCET ¥ CBEpHY/ cebGe MarmMpocKy.
Ero He NMOKMIANO THeTyIlIee ONIyIEHHE, ITO YEro-T0 He
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xBaTaeT. OH NONBLITAICA NOHATh, YEr0 HMEHHO, M Nocje
YCEPAHBIX pa3sgyMMii HaKOHeL COO0pa3wI: UCYE3NU ITO
CBOIMILIEE C YMa OIYIIIEHHE CIEIIKYU U CTpax, YTO B JIIO-
60oe MrHOBEeHHe OH MOXET COMTHCS CO ciena, YTo TOT,
KOIO OH TaK JOJIrO MpeciienoBajl, CKPOETCsl HaBceraa, u
OCTaHEeTCs TONLKO OJienHEIoWuii ciell, BeLyLIHi B HUKY-
1a. Terniepb 3T0 IyBCTBO MPOIaJio, ¥ NOCTENEHHO CTPEJIOK
TIPEUCTIOJIHWICSA HEMOKOJIEOMMOit YBEDEHHOCTH, YTO Ye-
JIOBEK B Y¢PHOM X04eT, YT0oObl ero norHanu. Ocreperaii-
CSl TOr0, KTO NNPUKUIBIBAETCS XPOMbBIM.

U gro0 6yner nanbiue?

Bomnpoc ObUI CIMITKOM pacIUIbIBYaThIM ISl TOFO, YTO-
OBl BBI3BAaThL Yy CTpeiika MHTepec. Bor Karbepra oH Ou
TOYHO 3aMHTEPECOBAN, NPUYEM XHBO 3aMHTEpecoBas (H
OH OBl 'HaBepHSKa BBIOAI MO 3TOMY MOBOAY HEIUIOXYIO
HIyTKYy), Ho KatGepra Gonblie HeT, Kak HeT U Pora Cynb-
OBl, 4 TENepb CTPENKY TOJILKO M OCTAETCS, YTO HATH BIe-
pel. A HUYEero Apyroro OH rpocTo He 3HaeT.

OH Kypwi, ¥ CMOTpeJl Ha NMapHHUILKY, H BCIOMHHaN
KarGepra, KOTOpbIii BCeraa CMesicsi — Tak U yMep, CMe-
sicb, — U Kopra, KoTOpHLil BOOGLIE HUKOrIa HE CMEesUICH,
M MapreHa, KOTOphif M3penKa yabibancs — TOHKOM M
THXOM YNBIOKOH, H3Ty4aBliIeii KaKO-TO TPEBOXHbIM CBeT...
TOYHO IJ1a3, OTKPBITBHIN JaXe BO CHe, Ijia3, B KOTOPOM
elnercst Kposb. U ele on BcnomuHan npo cokosna. Co-
XOJa 3panu JaBui, B YECTh TOrO IOHOLUM C Mpamioii U3
CTapMHHOM JiereHasl. JlaBUI — U CTPEJIOK B 3TOM HH Ka-
NeJIbKH He COMHEBAICA — He 3HaJl HUYEro, Kpome no-
TpeOGHOCTH YOUBaTh, PBaTh M TEP3aTh, U €llie — HABOAHUTH
yxac. Kak u cam crpeniok. lasua 65Ut BOBCE He JWIETaH-
TOM: OH GbUI B YHCJIe LIEHTPOBBIX, BEAYILIMX HIPOKOB.

Pa3Be 4TO B CaMOM KOHLIE yXe — HeT.

BHyTpH Bce 60JIE3HEHHO CXANO0Ch, OTAaBasCh MPOH-
3UTEJbHOR GONLIO B Cepale, HO Ha JIULE Y CTpPeJKa He
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IPOTHYN HY eOWHbIA MycKya. M noka oH cMoTpen, KaK
IOBIMOK OT €r0 CaMOKPYTKH pacTBOPSIETCS B XapKOM BO3-
IOyXe MYCTBIHH, €ro MBIC/TH BEPHYJIHCh B POLLIOE.

vill

Benoe, 6e3ynpeuHo Genoe HeGO, B BO3MyXe — 3amax
noxns. CUIbHBI, C/TaOCTHRIN apOMaT XXUBOM H3ropoIx
u pacnycTuBlueiics 3eneHu. KoHeu secHbl. Bpemsa HoBoik
3eMJIH, KaK €ro elle Ha3blBaIu.

Hasun cuaen Ha pyke y KatGepra — MaJieHbKOE Opy-
OHe YHMUYTOXEHHUS C APKMUMHU 30JIOTHCTBIMHM [JIa3aMH,
YCTPEMJIEHHBIMH B TycTOTY. CHIpOMATHAs IPHBA3b, IPU-
KpeIUleHHast K NyTaM Ha Horax y CokoJjia, oOBMBaJIa He-
6pexHoit netneit pyky bepra.

KopT crosin B cTOpoHe OT 000MX MaJIbYUILIEK — MOJI-
Yanupas ¢urypa B 3a1aTaHHbIX KOXAHBIX 1UTaHaX H 3e-
JieHo# xsonmyaTobyMaxHo! pybaxe, MOANMOACAHHOM CTa-
PHIM ILIMPOKUM COJIIATCKMM PEMHEM. 3eJieHoe NOJIOTHO
py6axu CIIMBaJIOCh ITO LIBETY C JIMCTBOM XXMBOM U3rOpOaH
U ICpHOM 3eJICHOM IUTOLLIAIKK Ha 3allHEM JBOPE, I'le IaMbl
ellle roKa He MPUCTYTIWIH K CBOEH Urpe.

— IIpurorosbcsi, — wenHyn Ponann Kar6epry.

— Mbl roToBHl, — caMOyBepeHHO mporosopwi Kar-
6epr. — da, d3Bu?

OHM roBOpWIH IpYr C APYTOM Ha HU3KOM HapeuyuH —
Ha g3BIKEe, O0LIEM UIA CYyNOMOEK M 3eMIERIAale/bLEB;
JIeHp, KOoria UM OyaeT IMO3BOJIEHO H3BACHATECA B NpHU-
CYTCTBMM NOCTOPOHHMWX Ha CBOEM COGCTBEHHOM SI3BIKE,
HaCTYIUT elle He CKOpo.

— IMomxoasmuit ceroaHs MEeHEK AJIA TAKOro Aeia.
Yyems, naxser noxuaeM? 3ro...
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KopT phIBKOM NOAHSUI KJIETKY, KOTOPYIO AepXan B
pykax. boxoBas creHKa OTKpbUIach. U3 KJIETKMH BbIMTOPX-
HYJ roJTyOb K Ha OBICTPLIX TPENeLYLLUHUX KPbUIbsIX B3BWI-
Csl BBBICh, YCTPEMHUBILHCE K HeGy. KaThepT noTsaHyJI npH-
BfA3b, HO NMPHU 3TOM HEMHOIO 3aMELUKAICS: COKOJ yXe
CHSUICS C MECTA, U €r0 BIIET BbILIEJ ClIerka HeyK/IOXHM.
Pe3knii B3Max KpeUIbSIMM — M COKOJI BbINpPaBUJICH. Bbi-
CTPO, KaK IyJis, pBaHYJICA OH BBEpX, HaOMpas BLICOTY.
U BOT OH yXe BhILIE royy6s.

KopT HeGpeXxHOoif oXoaKoii moaoLen K TOMy MecCTy,
rae CcTosutH pebsTa, U ¢ pa3Maxy 3aexan Katbepry B yxo
CBOMM rpOMaHLIM KyJayuLieM. Manbyuk ynan 6e3 enu-
HOTO 3BYKa, XOTA ero ryonl 601e3HeHHO CKPHMBHJIHCh. U3
yXa Me[UIeHHO BBITEKJIa CTPYHKa KPOBH H MPOJIMIACh Ha
COYHYIO 3€JieHb TPaBbl.

— Tui 3a3eBasicsi, — nosicHun Kopr.

KatGepTt nonertajicsi MOOHATHCS.

— IIpomry npomenns, Kopr. A npocro...

Kopr onare aBMHYN ero KynakoM, 1 Katbepr cHoBa
ynain. Ha 310T pa3 KpoBb NoTeKJ1a CHIbHEE.

— H3bacHsiica BeicokuM CnoroM, — THXO NPOroBo-
pui Kopt. Ero rosioc 6511 poBHBIM, C JIEFKOii XpUITOTLION,
XapakTepHOM I cTaporo BHIMUBOXU. — EciM yX Thl
COOHpaeIIbCA KaSTHCA ¥ M3BUHATHCA 32 CBOM MPOCTYTIOK,
Kaiics IMBIWIK30BAHHO, Ha A3bIKE CTPaHLI, 32 KOTOPYIO
OTHAJIA XHU3HM TaKMe JIOAM, C KaKUMHU TeGe HMKOrIa He
CPaBHMTBCH, YEPBSK.

KarGepr cHoBa monHsuics. B rasax y Hero CTosuiu
cle3bl, HO IryObl yXe He JpoXanu — ryohl, cXXaTble B TOH-
KY10 JIMHHIO HEM3OKBHOK HEHABUCTH.

— 51 my6oxo coxanelo, — npousHec Karbepr, u3o
BCEX CWI NBHITasACh COXpPaHUTh caMoobnanaHue. Y Hero
Jiaxe AbIXaHWe nepexBaTwio. — S 3a6but JIMLIO CBOEro
OTLIa, YbH PEBOJIbBEPHI HACIOCh KOTAa-HUOYAb 3aCITyKHTb.
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— Tak-T1o nyyiue, canara, — 3ameTws Koprt. — Ilo-
JyMa# 0 TOM, YTO Thl CA€Jia/l HE TaK, M 3aKPENH pa3Mblill-
JIEHUSA NMOCPEACTBOM KOPOTKOIO rofiofaHus. YXXHH M 3a-
BTPAaK OTMEHSIOTCS.

— CMmoTpuTte! — BLIKpHKHYA PonaHn, yKa3biBas Ha-
BEpX.

CoKoi, NONHABLIWIACA yXe BBICOKO Hall rorybeM, Ha
MTHOBEHME 3aBUC B HEMOABHXHOM NMPO3Pa4HOM BECEH-
HEM BO3[yXe, pacrjactaB KOPOTKHE CHIbHBIE KPbUIBS.
A NOTOM CJIOXHJ1 KpblJibsi U KAMHEM yniai BHU3. [IBa Teia
CAWINCh, U Ha MrHOoBeHHe PoJslaHay moKasanoch, YTO OH
BUIMT B BO3AYyXe KPOBb... HO, HABEPHOE, NIEHCTBHTENILHO
nokasanocb. Coxos m3nan KOpOTKMit noGemHbIA Kind.
Tony6sb ynan, Tpenbixaich, Ha 3emii0, 1 Ponana 6pociut-
cfl K NOBEPXeHHOi NTHLe, no3abeiB 1 npo Kopra, 1 npo
KatGepra.

Coxkon cnycTuics Ha 3eMJiI0 PAAOM CO CBOeH XepTBOH
M, OOBONBbHBII CO0OIt, HaYan pBaTh ee MArKyl0 Geiyio
rpyaky. Heckonbko nepbilieK B3METHYJIUCh B BO3OYX M
MEJICHHO OIMYCTUJIUCh B TPaBy.

— HaBun! — KpUKHYA MaJIbMMK U GPOCWI COKOIy
KYCOYEK KpOJbYaTHHBl M3 OXOTHHYbeH cyMku. Coxon
noiman ero Ha sety. IlporioTua, 3anpoKHHYB rONOBY.
Ponana nonbitancs npuwiaguTh NPUBA3b K IyTaM Ha HO-
rax y nTHLeL.

CokoJ BbIBEpHYJICS, KaK GBI laXe pacCcesiHHO, U pac-
ceK pyKy PonaHna, octaBHMB ITyOOKYIO PBaHylO paHy.
U TyT Xe BepHyJICA K CBOei 106HIYe.

Ponann i XMBIKHYJ1 M CHOBA 3aBeJ1 [ETMO, Ha 3TOT
pa3 3aXaB OCTpHIIf KJIIOB COKOJIa KOXaHOH pyKaBHLICH.
OH nan JlaBuny eue KycOK Msca, IOTOM HAakphUl €My
rojioBy Kno6yukoM. Cokon nmocaymHo B3oGpajics eMy
Ha pYKY.

TlapHMILIKa rOpAO pacnpaBWI IUICYH.
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— A 310 yTO y Te6s? — KopT yKa3an Ha KpoBOTO-
Yalry1o paHy Ha pyke y Ponanga. Mansumk yxe npuro-
TOBWICS ITPUHATD YAAp X CTUCHYJI 3yObl, YTOGBI HEBOJIb-
HO He BCKpPHKHYTb. OnmHako KopT nouyemy-To ero He
YOapHIIL.

— OH MeHs KTIOHYN, — cKa3an Ponana.

— Tak THI Xe ero paszo3wi, — npo6ypyan Kopr. —
Coxon Te6s He Gourcs, mapeHb. U GosTecsi He Gyner.
Coxkon — oH Boxwit cTpenok.

Ponann Momya cMotpen Ha Kopra. OH HHKOraa He
OTIMYaICs 6oraTeiM BOOGpaXXeHHEM, U €CJIM B 3TOM 3a-
aApeHMH Koprta cKphiBaiach Hekass Mopaib, PonaHn ee
He ynoBWI. OH GBUI BNOJIHE IIParMaTHYHBIM PeGEHKOM H
PeLIWI, ITO 3TO NPOCTO OYepeaHOe AypaLKoe U3peYyeHue
M3 TeX,. KOTOpEIe u3peaka BeiaaBan Kopr.

KarGept nopowien K HUM U nokasan Kopty f3bIK,
TIONL3YACh TEM, YTO YIMUTEJIb CTOS1 K HEMY ClIMHOM. Po-
JIaHA He YANOHYJICS, HO JIErOHbKO KUBHYJI NPUATEIO.

— A tenepb Mapui qoMoit. — Kopt 3a6pan y Ponau-
IIa COKoJia, motoM o6epHyscs K Karbepry: — A ThI, yep-
BAK, NNOPa3MEICIH KaK CJIEAyeT 0 CBouX olinbkax. U npo
‘ocT He 3a6ynb. CerofHsa BeyepoM M 3aBTpa YTPOM.

— Ja, — orsermn KarGept. — Cniacn60, HaCTaBHUK.
I10T neHb GBUT BeCbMa IJIS1 MEHS MMOYYUTENbHBIM.

— Jla yX, BecbMa NOYYHTENbHbIM, — MNOATBEPAHI
Kopt. — BoT TobKO fA3bIK Y Te6s1 UMeeT AYPHYIO MPH-
BBHIYKY BRIBAIUBaThCA U30 PTa, KaK TOJILKO YYUTENH MO-
BepHercs K Te6e cnuHOit. Ho s Bce-Takm HE OCTaBIIAI0
Halexny, YTo Korna-HuOyab Bl 06a HayyuTeCh 3HaThb
CBOE MECTO.

OH pa3maxHyJcs 1 cHoBa ynapwi KarGepra, Ha 3T0T
pa3 — Mexay ria3. Tak cwibHO, yTo Ponana ycibiuan
DJIyXOif 3BYK, KaKO#l pa3faercs, KOraa nopapeHoOK Ha Kyx-
He BOMBaeT 3aTHYKY B G09OHOK C NMHUBOM IEPEBAHHBIM
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MosioTkoM. KaTbepT HaB3HWMYb ynaj Ha Jyxaiiky. Ero
rnasa 3aTyMaHMWJIUCb, HO O4YeHb CKOpPO MPOSACHWIHCh M
BITWIKCH, NOJbiXas 31000, B THLO HACTAaBHUKA. DTOT
ropsMit B3risia 6bUT HCMOMHEH HENMPUKPHITO HEHaBH-
CTH; 3payKH NpeBpaTUINCh B ABA OCTPBIX Xaja, APKHX,
Kak KarneJibKM1 rojiyouHoit kpou. A morom Kat6epr Kus-
HyA. Ero ry6bl pacKpbUTHCh B XXECTOKO# yCMeIKe, KOTO-
py1o PonaHn HM pa3y He BUIEJ MpeXIHe.

— Y10 XK. Thl elle HeGe3HaleXeH, — MPOrOBOPHMI
Kopr. — Koraa pelunuus, 4To yXe nopa, Toraa ¥ npuaeib
3a MHOI4, Tbl, UEPBAK.

— Kak Bbl y3Hanu? — ssiaaBwi Kar6epr ckBo3b 3yOHl.

Kopt nosepHyncs k Ponaxny Tak pesko, YTo TOT €Ba
He OTNpbIrHyn B ucnyre. M xopouo, YTo He OTIIPBITHYI,
a To JieXaTb Obl eMy psAOM C APYTOM Ha COYHOM Tpase,
OpoLLasi CBEXYIO 3eJieHb CBOEit aJIOif KPOBbIO.

— S yBuaen TBoe oTpaXeHHe B IV1a3ax 3TOr0 COIULA-
Ka, — nosiciun Kopt. — 3anomuu, Kar6epr Omirya. 9to
MOCJIENHHUIt YPOK HA CErOAHS.

Karhept cHOBa KMBHYI, BCe C TOi Xe Myraioumei
YCMELUKO#H Ha ry6ax.

— 51 rny6oko coxaielo, — cKa3an oH. — S 3a0but
JIMLIO...

— 3arkHu ¢poHTaH, — 06opBan ero Kopr, BceM cBo-
MM BMIOM ZaBasi NOHATb, KaK €My CKy4yHO. — Tenepb
uaurte. — OH noBepHyncsa K Ponanny. — Bul o6a. Ecnu
Balll4 TYTIbIE POXH ellie XOTs 66 MUHYTY OyoyT MasTauTh
Y MEHS nepej ria3aMH, MEHs, HaBepHOEe, CTOLLIHUT Nps-
MO 3I€Cbh. A 1 XOpoLIo nooGenai.

— IloitneM, — ckazan PonaHa.

KarGepr TpsixHyn ronoBo#, 4To6bl B Heil MPOsACHH-
JIoChb, M TOAHsUICA Ha Horu. KopT yxe cryckaincs no
CKJIOHY XOJIMa — KOBBLUISUI CBOCH KPHBOJIANO# pa3Bajiu-
croit moxonoukoit. OT Hero TaK M BesUIO HEKOei rmepBo-
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6nrTHOM cwitoit. Ero miamko BHIGpHUTas MaKylika no6ie-
CKHBaJa B IPKOM COJTHEYHOM CBETE.

— Y6510 rama, — BbeuiaBwi KarGept, mo-npexuemy
ycMeXxasch. Y Hero Ha 10y yxe HaiuBanach Gosnbiuas 6a-
rpoBas IIMIKa, pa3MEPOM C I'YCHHOE SLIO.

— Her. Thi ero He yObellb, H s TOXE ero He yobio, —
cka3an Ponann, BAPYr paCIUIBIBILKCE B yabiGke. — Xo-
Yellb MOYXHMHATh BMeCTe co MHOI? B 3ananHoit KyxHe.
IloBap nact HaM 9ero-HHOYIb MOXEBATb.

— OH ckaxet Kopry.

— Onu ¢ KoproM He cTHIKoM-To lagsaT. — PonaHa
NOXaJ IUIe9aMH. — A eCJIM M CKaXeT, TO YTo?

Kat6epT yXMBUIBHYJICS B OTBET:

— A, nagHo. Iloitnem. Mue Bceraa, 3Haeuwb, 6b1JIO
HHTEpeCHO, KaK BHIJIAAUT MHD, €C/IK Tebe CBEPHYT LUEI0
U TOJIOBA TOPYMT 3alOM Hanepen Y 3aThUIKOM BHH3.

BMecTte OHM 3alnaraiM 1o 3eJieHOM JIyXaiike, M UX
IUTMHHBIE TEHH NPOTAHYIUCD B IPO3PayHOM CBETE NOro-
JKEro BECEHHEro JHs.

IX

IToBapa M3 3amagHOM KyXHH 3Banu Xakc. 310 ObUI
3OPOBEHHHBIIt MyXMK B GeJIOM 3ajIaNaHHOM [MOBAapCKOM
Hapsie, C JIMLIOM YePHBIM, KaK HedTh-chipenl. Ero npen-
K# GBUIM Ha 4eTBEPTh YEPHHIMM, Ha YETBEPTb — XKEJThHI-
MM, Ha 9eTBEpPTh — BRIXOAUAMHU ¢ IOXHBIX OCTPOBOB,
HBIHE ITOYTH 3a0BITHIX HA KOHTHHEHTE (W60 MHMD CHBH-
HYJICA C MECTa), M Ha YeTBepTh — BooOLIe 6or 3HaeT Ka-
KX KpoBeit. JIeNnoBHTO 1 HETOPOIUIMBO, KaK TPaKTOp Ha
nepBoi mepenade, OH NMepeMeLiaics Mo BCEM TpeM Io-
MELUCHMSAM 3aMalHON KYXHM — IOe CTOSUT IBIM U qaf H
MOTOJIKH OBUIM BHICOKMMM-TIPEBLICOKMMM, — LiapKas
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CBOMMH OrPOMHBIMH LUIENAHLIAMH, KaKHe HOCHIH XaJIH-
Bt U3 cka3ok. Xakc OTHOCWICA K TOH! pemkoit nmopoze
B3pOCIIBIX, KOTOPbIE 3a[IPOCTO MOIYT OOLATLCS C HETbMH
M KOTOpBIE JTI0OA T Beex AeTei 6e3 HCKIMOYEHHUS HE YMITb-
HO U CaxapHO, a CTPOTO U JiaXe KaK OyATO No-IejIoBOMY,
YTO MHOIJA AOITYCKAET M HEXXHOCTH THTIa KPENKHX 00b-
THIA, TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK 3aKTI0YeHHe KaKOoi-HHOYIb KpyT-
HOM coenku mopoii 3aBepiuaeTcs pykomoxarueM. OH
moGun aaxe ManbyYHIlIEK, KOTOPBIE yXKe BCTYTIWIM Ha TyTh
PEBOJIbBEPA, XOTS OHU M OTIHYATUCH OT BCEX OCTAIBHBIX
pebsAT — caepXaHHbie, rie-TO JaXe CYPOBbIE U OTIaCHBIE,
HO He TaK, KakK 3T0 GbIBaeT y B3pOCJBIX: 3TO ObUIM 06BIY~-
HBHI€ AETH, pa3Be YTO YYTOUKY TPOHYTHIE GesyMHueM, — U
KatGepr Gbin naneko He nepsBhiM U3 ydeHHKOB Kopra,
Koro Xakc noakapMJiMBaJl BTUXaps y ceOs Ha KyxHe.
B naHHbIT MOMEHT OH CTOSUI mepel CBoeit OrpoMHOM
aneKkTporuinToil. B 3aMke ObUTH U APYTHE AEKTPUHYECKHUE
npu6opsl — HO paGoTano TOabKO wecTb. KyxHsa Gesuta
uapcTBoM Xakca, ero 6e3pa3nenbHON BOTYMHON, M OH
CTOSU Y IUTUTBI, KaK NMOJIHOBIACTHbIHA X03A1H, Habmoaas,
KaK ABoe peGsT yruleTaloT 3a 06e LIEKH OCTaTKH MsCa C
noinBKoi. [To BceM TpeM MOMEMEHHUAM KyXHM, CKBO3b
KIYOB BJIQXHOIO fapa, CHOBAIM KyXapKH, MOBapsTa 4
YyepHOpaboyMe Bcex MacTeii: rpeMeH KACTPIOJISIMH, 110-
MEIIMBAIIN N'OTOBS1LIEECS XKAPKOe, YUCTIWIH -Pe3au-IIHH-
KOBAJIM KapTOLIKY ¥ OBOIIM. B TycKi0 OCBellleHHO# Oy-
derHoit yGoplUKLa C ONYTIOBATHIM HECYACTHAIM JIMLIOM
M BOJIOCAMH, MTOIBSAI3aHHBIMH KAKOM!-TO BeTXOM TpAtMiEel,
BO3WIA IO Moy IIBabpo¥ ¢ MOKPOH TPATKOIA.

OnuH U3 pebaT ¢ cynroMoiHM nondexan K Xaxkcy, Bens
3a co60l0 coJLiaTa ABOPLOBOI CTPaXH.

— BOT OH XoTen ¢ BaMH MOTONKOBATb.

— Xopomo. — XaKc KMBHYJI CTPAXHHKY, ¥ TOT KHB-
HyN B OTBeT. — A BHI, pebsATa, — OH noBepHyJca K Po-
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nanny ¥ Kar6epry, — naute K Marru. OHa Aact BaM
nupora. A noToM youpaiTecs BOH, 4TOObI y MEHSI He ObLIO
H3-3a BaC HENPUATHOCTEM.

Yxe noToM OHM 00a BCMIOMHSAT 3Ty NMOCJEeNHIO ¢pa-
3y: YTOGHI Y MEHS He ObUIO H3-3a BaC HEMPUATHOCTEIA.

A TOrAa OHM JIMIIDb NMOCHYLIHO KUBHYJU U NMOLUIK K
Moarru. OHa nana KaxaoMy no 60JblIoMy KYCKY MUpora
Ha 0OeIEeHHBIX Tape/iKaX — HO KaK-TO C OMNackKoii, 6yaTo

IBYM OOWYABIIHUM IICaM, KOTOpbie 3aMpoCTO MOIyT ee
YKYCHTb.

— JlaBait moeiuM Ha CTyTieHbKax, — npemioxun Kar-
6epr.

— Iasaii.

OHM yCTPOWINCH C APYTOii CTOPOHBI 3anoTeBLIei Ka-
MEHHO! KOJIOHHaJbl, TaK 4YTOObl MX He ObUIO BUOHO C
KYXHH, 1 HaOpocwinch Ha nupor. OHU He cpa3y 3aMeTH-
JI4 YbM-TO TEHH, ynaBLIME Ha AAJIbHUIX U3rMO CTEHBI,
MOACTYTIABIIEH K IKPOKOMY JIECTHUYHOMY MnpoJiety. Po-
snaHn cxsatwi Karbepra 3a pyky.

— Iloitnem orciona. KTo-T1o naer.

Kat6epr nopusut ronoBy. Ha ero ncnaukaHHoM siroxi-
HBIM COKOM JIMLIE OTPa3miach paCTepAHHOCTb.

TeHH, OMHAKO, HE IBUHYJIUCD AaJbllie, XOTA TeX, KTO
oTOpachiBaJl 3TH TEHH, MO-MpPEXHEMY He ObUIO BUIHO.
310 6bUTH XaKC M COLIAT U3 ABOPLIOBOIA cTpaxu. PebsTa
OCTAJIMCh cuIeTh Ha MecTe. Eciu Obl OHHU ceifyac 3alue-
BEJIWINCH, MX OBl HaBEPHSAKA YCJIbILLANH.

— ...Hall noOpBIi ApYr, — 3aKOH4YMJ CBOIO ¢pa3sy
CTPOXHHUK.

~ — ®dapcon?

— Yepes nBe HeeNnu, — OTBETWI CTPaXHHK. — Mo-
XeT GbiTh, 9epe3 Tpu. Ilpuperca TeGe moiTH ¢ HaMH.
TlapTs Ha rpy30BOM ckiage... — TyT ¢ KyXHU AOHeccs
KaKOH-TO OCOOEHHO IPOMKHMI IpDOXOT KOTEJIKOB M Ka-
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CTpIONb, & BC/El 32 HUM — MPOKJISATHSA, WIKBaJ KOTOPBIX
0o6pyLIMICS HA HEYKI1I0XKEro NMoBapeHKa, pPacCHINaBLIEro
nocyny. lllym norioTin cjioBa CTpaXXHHKA. Pe6sTa ycibi-
[IaJIM NULIb OKOHYaHUE: — ...OTPaBieHHOE MSCO.

— PuckoBaHHo.

— He cnpawmnsaii, yeM Moxet TeGe YCIYXHTh HaLl
IOOPpBLt OpyTr... — HaYyasl CTPAXHHUK.

— ...CMIPOCH Jyylile, YeM MOXEIIb THl YCITYXXHUTh EMY, —
B310XHYyNn Xakc. — Jla yX, coyiaT, He CrpalIuBail.

— Toi 3Haewb, 0 YeM s, — CHOKONHO BHIMOJIBHJ
CTPAXHHK.

— Jla. ! a noMHI0, yeM 51 eMy 00a3aH. He Hamo MeHs
YUHTh. 51 TOYHO TaK Xe, KaK Thl, YBaXalo €ro H J006:110.
Sl roroB GpocHTbLCA B MOpE, €CJIM OH CKaXeT, YTO TaK
Hazo.

— Bort u cnasHo. Msico OyneT npoMapKMpOBaHO KakK
MPOOYKT KpaTKOCpoYHOTo xpaHeHus. Y Tebe Hano Gyaer
NOTOpPONUTHLCA. ThI Xe caM NOHHUMaellb.

— Tam, B ToHTOYHE, €CTb JeTH? — CIIPOCHJI MTOBAp.
Ha camoM aene 310 66U1 IaXe ¥ He BOMpoC.

— Beane ecTb AETH, — MSATKO OTBETWI CTPAOXKHMK. —
Kak pa3 o aeTsx-To Mbl H IeyemcH.

— OrtpaBneHHoe Msco. CTpaHHbiil cnoco6 no3a6o-
THUTBCA O AETHILKAX. — XaKC TSDKEN0, CO CBUCTOM, B3IOX-
HyNn. — OHM 4TO, OYIYT KODYUTHCHA, XBATaTECA 32 XXHBO-
THKM M 3BaTh Mamy? Jla, HaBepHOe, TaK H Oyner.

— OHH NpOCTO YCHYT, — CKa3aJl CTPaXHHK, HO €ro
roJIOC 3By4yaJl KaK-TO YX CJIHIIKOM YBEPEHHO.

— Jla, KOHeYyHO. — XaKC KOPOTKO XOXOTHYIL.-

— Thul cam 3T10 ckasan: «CosmaTr, He cCrpalmHBaifs.
TeGe xe He HPaBUTCA, YTO IETHMH YTIPABJISAIOT NOX AYJIOM
PYXbfl, KOrla OHH MOIJIK Obl HavaTh CTPOMTb HOBYIO
KH3Hb, HOBBIIf MMD — MO €10 PyKOBOACTBOM?

Xakc npomonya.
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— Yepes aBamuaTth MHHYT MHE ITOpa 3acTynaTh Ha
nocTt. — I'ooc cTpaXHWKa BHOBb CTaJl CTOKOMHBIM. —
Bhunait-ka MHe nokyna GapaHbio jionarky. [loxanyit,
CXOXY YLIMMHY TaM KOTO-HHOYIb U3 TBOMX KYXOHHBIX
neBoK. ITycTs ce6e moxuxukaer. A Koraa st yimy...

— Ot moero 6apaiwka y Te6s1 KOJIMK B XeJyaKe He
6yner, PoGcoH.

— A THI HE XOYe€lllb...

Ho TyT TeHM CABMHYJIHCB, M TOJIOCA 3aTUXJIW BOAJIH.

«f1 681 MOT MX yOuTh, — noayman Ponana, o6MUpas
OT 3aI103aJI0ro cTpaxa. — S 661 MOr MX YOUTD, HX OOOHUX.
CsouM HoXOM. ITepepe3aTs UM IIOTKHM, KaK CBUHBSMY.
OH nomIsAfeN Ha CBOM PYKH, HCMAYKaHHblE MSACHOM MOX-
JIUBKOM, ATOMHBIM COKOM M IpA3bIO MOC/E NHEBHBIX 3a-
HATHMA.

— Ponaun.

OH noxusn mia3a Ha Kat6epra. OHu ycTaBUNKCH APYT
Ha JipyTra B IyLIKCTOM! nonyTbMe, U Ponann Bapyr novyys-
CTBOB&JI oGXuralowuii npuskyc oruasiuns. Kak Gyaro
TOIIHOTA NOAKATHIA K ropily. 3TO YeM-TO HalOMHHAIO
CMepTb — TaKyl0 Xe [py6yI0o M HETPEI0XKHYIO, KaK CMEPTb
TOro rory6s B ICHOM He6e Hall MTPOBbLIM NoneM. «Xakc? —
JYMaJI OH, COBEpILIEHHO COMTBII € TONIKY. — XaKC, KOTO-
pHIi TIOCTaBWJI MpPUMNAapKy MHE Ha HOry, Hy, B TOT pa3?
Xakc?» Ero cosHaHHe 3aMKHYJIOCb, OTTOPOAWBILIHMCEH OT
TATOCTHBIX MBIC/ICH.

OH cMorpen npamo B uuo KarGepry — u He Buaen
TaM Huyero. BooGuue Huyero. B notyxinx rnasax Kar-
Gepra oTpaxanach norn6esb Xakca. B rnasax Karbepra
BC€ 3TO YK€ CIIYYWI0Ch, XaKC MX HaKOpMI. OHY MOULUTH
Ha JieCTHMLLY. YTOGH oecThb. A MOTOM XaKC OTBeJI CTPaX-
HHKa 10 AIMeHH POGCOH UIs npenatebekoro tét-a-tét He
B TOT yroJi KyxHH. Bot u Bce. Ka — 3ro ka. UHOra oHO
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CJIOBHO KaMeHb, COPBaBLIMIACS BHU3 C ropsl. TONBKO U
Bcero. M1 Huyero GonbLue.

Bce 310 Ponana npouest B ma3ax Karbepra.

B rnasax crpenka.

X

Otenl Ponanaa ToNbKO 4TO BO3BPATWICH C Haropbs U
BbIF/IANEN KaK-TO COBCEM HE K MECTY CpeM POCKOLIHEIX
NOpThep U WHEAOHOBOI NMPeTeHUWO3HOCTHU IIaBHOA NpH-
€MHOJ! 3a/1bl. KvAa MaNb4HKY Pa3pellIM BXOAUTH JIHLIb
HElaBHO — B 3HAK Havaja ero ooy4eHus.

Ortelt 6bl1 0ACT B YEPHBIE IKUHCH M roTydyio pa6o-
yylo py6axy. CBoi1 IOPOXHBIIA IUTaLL, — MbIJIBHBIA H rps3-
HBIiA, @ B OJJHOM MeCTe HaXxe pa3oApaHHbIi N0 NOAKJIAN-
KM — OH HeOpEeXHO NMepeKHHY Yepes Iieyo, He 3a60TACh
0 TOM, KaK MOJOGHbII BUIOK COYETAETCS C IeraHTHLIM
yOpaHcTBOM 3anbl. Otell 6bUT yXKaCHO XybIM, H, Ka3aJI0Ch,
€ro rycrble yCbl, OX0XHE Ha BEJIOCHNENHBIA Pyb, fe-
PEBELIMBAIM €10 FOJIOBY, KOTIA OH CMOTpEJ Ha CHIHA C
BBICOTBI CBOEI0 HEMaJIOro pocTa. PeBonbBephbl Ha pEMHSX,
YTO ONOosACKLIBaNy ero 6enpa KpecT-HakpecT, BUCEIH NOA
6e3ynpeyHbIM YIJIOM K pyKaM — YTOOb MX ObUTO YEOOHO
BBIXBaThIBaTh U3 KOOYphl. IToTepThie pYKOSTKM M3 CaH-
IaNoBO#M IpeBECUHBl Ka3aIUCh YHBUIBIMU U KaKMMH-TO
COHHBIMH B TYCKJIOM CBETE 3aKPLITOIO MOMELUCHHS.

— I'naBHbI noBap, — THXO Mporosopwm orel. — [o-
JIyMaTh TOJILKO! B3pHIB Ha FOpHO# OpOTe Y Orpy304HOKR
craHiuM. Meprsetit ckoT B XeHapuKcoHe. Y Moxer GRITB,
Iaxe... IoxyMaTh TolbKO! B rojioBe He yxnagsiBaercs!

‘OH YMOJIK Ha MTHOBEHHE W BHMMATEJIbHO IPUCMO-
TPEJICA K CHIHY.

— Te6s 310 Myuvaer, na? Tep3aer?
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— Kak coxon — mo6e19y, — oro3pancs Ponann. —
W 1e6s 370 TOXE TEP3aeT.

OH paccmesuics. He Hag cuTyauueit — Hu4yero B Heif
BECeJIOro He 6BUI0, — HO HaJl MyTaiolieif TOYHOCTBIO 00-
pasa.

Oren yimiGHyJICA.

— Ha, — cka3zan Ponann. — HasepHoe... 3T0 MeHs
Tep3aer.

— C1060i1 6bU1 KatbepT, — nponosokan oreu. — OH,
BMJIMMO, TOXE YK€ PaccKa3an BCe OTILy.

— Ja.

— OH Beab nogkapmIMBai Bac, korna Kopr...

— Ha.

— W KarGepr. Kak Thi ymael1s, €ro 370 ToXe Tep3aer?

— He 3Haro.

Ha camoM gnene Ponanny 6puU10 BOOGLIE BCE PaBHO.
Ero HHKorza He 3a00THJI0, COBMAAAIOT JiK ero COOCTBEH-
HH€e 9yBCTBa C YyBCTBaMH KOT0-TO APYroro.

— A Te6d 3T0 Tep3aeT, NOTOMY YTO H3-3a Te6s1 yMpeT
qesopeK?

PonaHa HEBOJILHO moxan Iuieyamu. EMy BApyr He
NOHPABWIOCH, YTO OTeLl TaK AOTOLIHO pa3GMpaeT MOTHBbI
€ro NMOoBeACHMA.

— U Bce-Taku TH pacckasain. Ilouemy?

I'maza ManbIyraHa IMMPOKO PacaXHYNKUCh.

— A Kak xe uHaye?! MiameHa, 310...

Orent pe3ko B3MaxHyJ1 PyKOi.

— Ecny THl TaK NOCTYAMI U3-32 JelIeBON HAEHKH U3
IIKOJIbHBIX YYeOHMKOB, TOLA HE CTOWIO U TPYAMThLCA.
EcnM-TaK, TO yX JIy4lie ITyCTb Bce TaM, B TOHTOyHe, 1o~
TrHGHYT OT MacCOBOTO OTPaBJICHUA.

— Her! — apocTHO BRIKpUKHYN Ponann. — He no-
aroMy. MHe xoTeoch Y6uTb ero... ux o6oux! Jixewst!
Tamoxku! OHH...
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— [Npononxai.

— OH¥u 3a1e1u MeHs, — 3aKOHYWI NTAPHHUILKA C BhI-
30BOM. — W MHe 6bi10 60:bHO. YTO-TO TaKOE OHH CO
MHOIf caejaanun. M3-3a 31oro 9To-10 BO MHE H3MEHHJIOCH.
H mHe 3axoTenoch YOMTH HX 3a 3TO.

Orell KUBHYIL:

— 3ro apyroe aeno. [ycts 3T0 XeCTOKO, HO OHO TOro
crouT. [1ycTb OHO, CKaxeM, He BLICOKOHPaBCTBEHHO, HO
Tebe U He HYXHO OblTb 10OpoNETENbHBIM. JTO HE ISt
Te0s. Ha camoM nene... — OH NMPUCTAIbHO MONIANEN Ha
ChlHa, — Tbl, BCPOSITHO, BCceraa Gyaeuwb CTOSAT BHE Ka-
KHX-1160 HpaBCTBEHHbIX HOPM. Thl He HAaCTOJILKO CMbIII-
JIeH, KakK KaTt6ept unu ceiHuka Banan. Ho 3to naxe u
K ayyiiemy. Tak Tol 6ynews Heno6enqum.

Manbuuk, 10 3TOro pasnpaxeHHbli, Tenepb NOYyB-
CTBOBaJ ce0sl NO/bLIEHHBIM, HO BMECTE C TEM ¥ HEMHO-
TO BCTPEBOXIICH.

— Ero...

— TlosecHrT.

Masnbuymk KuBHyN:

— 51 xouy nocMoTpeTb.

Crapmmnit JIuckeiftH pacXoxoTaJicsl, 3allpOKHHYB Io-
JIOBY:

— He Tako#i yx 1 HernobeauMuIi, Kak MHE Ka3aioch...
WIN, MOXET ObITh, MPOCTO TYNOIA.

BHe3anHo oH 3amosryai. Pyka MeTHynach, Kak BCITBIII-
Ka MOJTHHH, U CXaJla npenruieyse PoslaHna — Kpenko, 1o
6onu. ManpyMK NOMOPLIWICS, HO He B3APOrHya. Orent
CMOTpeJl Ha Hero JOJTO M MPUCTaIbHO, HO PonaHn we
OTBEJI IJ1a3, XOTd 3TO ObUIO ropa3no TpyAHee, YeM, Ha-
npuMep, HaneTh KJI0OY4YOK Ha BO36YXXIEHHOIO COKOJA.

— Xopouo, MoXellb NOATH MOCMOTpeTh. — OH Io-
BEpPHYJICSI, YTOOR! YHATH.

— Oreny?
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— Yr0?
— Trl 3Haenb, 0 koM OHM roBopwin? KTo 3TOT «Ham
IOOpHIit Apyr»?

Oren oGepHYyJICs U 3aMYMYHMBO MOTJISLIENT Ha ChIHA.

— JIa. Kaxercs, 3Halo.

— Ecim ero cxsatuth, — nporosopui1 PonaHa B cBo-
et MeTHTeIbHOM, MOXET OBITh, JaXe YyTh TAXKEIOBATOM
MaHepe, — Tora G0JIbLiIe yKe HUKOTO He NPHUIETCS... HY,
B3gepruBath. Kak nosapa.

Orelr yCMeXHYJICS:

— Ha xaxoe-T0 BpeM#, HaBepHoe, n1a. Ho B KOHEYHOM
HTOre BCEraa KTO-TO HaMIeTcsl, KOro Hy>KHO B3AEPHYTh,
KaK Thl OY€Hb H3A1IHO BeIpa3wics. Jlioau He moryt Ge3
3Toro. Jlaxe eciii ¥ HET HUKAKOro npejaresisi, paHoO WIH
MO3IHO TaKo# oTeeTcs. JIloou camu ero HaruAayT.

— J1a. — PonaHx MTHOBEHHO MOHSUI, O YeM HAET peydb.
H, pa3 yacHHB ce€6e 370, 3aNOMHWI YK€ Ha BCIO XXH3Hb. —
Ho ecnu BH ero cxsatute, 3Toro 1o6poro apyra...

— Her, — penmrensHO 060pBa €ro oTell.

— Ioyemy Het?

Ha MraoBeHne MalbuMKy 110Ka3ajioCch, YTO OTeLl Cei-
gac ckaxer eMy Ioyemy. Ho orewr npomonyait.

— Ha ceroans, s xymMaio, MHl yXe MOroBOpwiH Io-
craTto9HO. OCTaBb MEHH.

Ponanmy xoresioch HaIIOMHHUTbL OTLY, YTOOLI OH HE
3a6bUI 0 CBOEM 06emaHny, Koraa NpuueT BpeMs Ka3HH,
HO OH NPHKYCWI A3BIK, MOYYBCTBOBaB OTLIOBCKOE Ha-
crpoenue. OH MOAHeC Ko 0y CXaThlit Kynak, BBICTaBHJI
OIHY HOT'y Briepen H oknonwics. [ToroM 6eicTpo BemIeN,
TUIOTHO 3aKPBIB 32 c060i iBepb. OH yXe IMOHsUI, YTO OTELl
XOYeT NMOoTpaxaTheA. MaIbYMK He CTan MBICJIEHHO 3alep-
XHMBaThCA Ha 3TOM. OH 3HA&I, KOHEYHO, YTO €ro namna ¢
MaMol AeJ1aloT 3TO... 3TY CaMylo LOTYKY... APYT C APYTOM,
¥ GbUT B Kypce, KaK 310 Bce mipoucxoaut. Ho cueHsl,
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BO3HHKaBllIMe B BOOOpaXeHHH NMPHU MBICJIIM 06 3TOM ca-
MOM, BCEra CONpOBOXAATNCH OLLYLIEHHEM HEJIOBKOCTH
M KaKOI1-TO HEMOHATHOM! BUHBI. YXe 0TOM, HECKOJILKO
Jiet cimyctsi, Cl03aH paccKaxeT eMy HCTOPHIO ITpo DAMMa,
a OH OyZeT CiIyliaTh ee B MOJMAJIMBOM 3aXyMYMBOCTH,
PasMbILISAS O NPHYY/UTUBOM M KPOBaBOM JIIOGOBHOM
TpeyrosibHHKe: OTell, MaTh H MapTeH — KOTOpOro B ornpe-
Ie/IeHHbIX KpyTax Mpo3biBaiu — Hawm A06pkrit apyr Pap-
coH. Mnu, BO3MOXHO, ecin 106GaBUTb €ro caMoro, 3To
6bLT yKe IaXe M He TPeYrobHMK, a YeThIPEXYTONbHHK.

Xl

XonMm BucenbHUKOB pacroiiarajics Kak pa3 y I0poru
Ha TOHTOYH. B 3TOM GBLNIa HEKasA MO3THYHOCTD, KOTOPYIO
cMor Onl, HaBepHoe, oLieHUTh KathepT, HO YX HHKaK He
Ponann. 3ato BHCenuLa npousBesia Ha Ponanaa Heus-
INIAIXMOE BrieyaT/ieHHe: UCITOTHEHHAas 3JI0BEIIero Be1-
Yusa, OHa YEpPHLIM YIVIOM MpoYepTWIa ACHOE roiyboe
He0O — TeMHBbIl, MINTOMAHHBIA CIWIY3T, HaBHCAIOLIWH
HaJ CT0J160BOH AOPOroii.

B TOoT neHp 060MX pebAT OCBOGOMWIM OT YTPEHHMX
3aHaTHL. KOpT C HeMaJbIMH YCHWIMAMH ITpOYel 3aITACKH
OT MX OTLIOB, 1eBeJIs ry0aMHU ¥ BpeMs OT BpeMEHH KUBast
rojioBoi. 3aKOHYMB 3TO TPYAOEMKOE IeJI0, OH aKKYPaTHO
CNnoxun 6ymMaxku M yopan ux B KapMaH. Jlaxe 3mech, B
I'mneane, Gymara 6buta Ha Bec 3oi0Ta. [Torom Kopr noxn-
HSUI V1232 K CBETJIO-JIJIOBOMY PaCCBETHOMY HeOy M CHO-
Ba KMBHYII.

— INonoxnure, — CKa3au OH H HAIPABWICA K NMOKO-
CHBILIEHCA KAMEHHOI XVDKHHe, cBoeMy XWwininy. OH Ohl-
CTPO BEPHYJICA C JIOMTEM Ipy6oro mpecHoro xie6a, pa3-
JIOMMJI €ro HaBoe 1 Jajl KaXIoMy Io moaopuHke. — Ko-
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T1a BCe 3aKOHYMTCS, BBl 0062 MOJIOXKHUTE 3TO €My MO HOTH.
H cMoTpHTe: caenaiite, KaK st CKa3ajl, MiHaye s BaM YCTpOIo
Ha 3TOi HeeJie BeceNylo Xu3Hb. Crylly WKYpPY ¢ 000UX.

PebATa HE NMOHSUIM HHYEro, Noka He NpUOBUIM Ha
MECTO — BepxoM, BIBoeM Ha MepuHe Karbepra. OHu
TpHeXaii caMbIMM NEPBbIMM, Yaca 3a IBa IO TOro, Kak
OCTaJIbHBIE TOJIBKO €lIe Hayald COOMpPaThCs, U 3a YeThl-
pe 4yaca 10 Ka3HH. Tak uto Ha xoaMme BucenbHUKOB ObUIO
TYCTHIHHO, €CJIH He CYMTaTh BOPOHOB jia rpaveii. [TTnust
6putH noBcioay. OHU rPOMO3AMINCH Ha TSIXENOi none-
peuHoit 6a/Ke — 3TaKoif cTaHuHe cMepTH. Cueny paa-
KOM 0 Kpalo nomocTa. Jpanuce 3a MecTa Ha CTyMeHbKax.

— NMx ocraBnsior, — npowentan Kar6epr. — Meprt-
BhIX. 1A nTHLL

— JaBait nogHMMeMcs, — npemioxun Ponana.

Kat6epT B3IIAHY/ Ha HEro 4yTh JIM HE C YXKacoM.

— Bor Tyna? A eciu...

Ponang B3MaxHyN pyKoi, 060pBaB €ro Ha MoJjiycJioBe:

— J1a MBI ¢ TO0OI 3asBIJINCH HA CTO JIET paHblle ApY-
rux. Hac HUKTO He YBUIUT.

— Hy nagHo.

PebsATa MeMIEeHHO nogouut K sucenuue. ITTuuml,
HEroaylolile XJonas KpbUIbIMH, CHSJIMCh C HACMXXEHHBIX
MECT, KapKasi M KpyXa — HM AaTb HHU B3ATb TOJNMNa BO3-
MYIIEHHBIX KpecThsiH, KOTOPhIX IULWIM 3eMin. Ha uu-
CTOM yTpeHHeM He6e BHYTpeHHero Mupa ux Tejia BbIpH-
COBLIBAJIMCH YePHbIMH IUIOCKHMH CHIIY3TaMH.

Tonpko Teneps Posiann nouyBCcTBOBaJI CBOIO ITpHUYAcCT-
HOCTb K TOMY, YTO JOJ/DKHO ObUIO Mpou30iTH. B 3TOM
JIepeBAHHOM COOpYXEeHHMH He Gruto GinaropoacTBa. OHO
HHMKaK He BIIMCHIBAIOCH B 6e3ynpeyHo OT/IAXeHHBbIH Me-
XaHW3M LMBWIN3aLMH, Bceraa BHyLaBuii Ponanny 6na-
roropeiHeli crpax. O6GbiyHas NOKOpoG/ieHHass COCHa M3
JlecHoro ¢peona, mMOKpHITas GeNILIMA KIAKCAMH ITTHYLENO
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nomera. OHu GbUTH MOBCIOAY: HA CTYTIEHbKAX, Ha Oorpa-
XOEHUM, Ha noMocrte. Y oT HUX XYTKO BOHSUIO.

Ponana nosepHyncst K Karbepry, HarmyraHHEI# ¥ no-
TPACEHHbINI, U YBUIEN Ha JINLE APYTa TO Xe CaMoe BRIpa-
XEeHHE.

— 51 He cMmory, Po, — npourerrran Kar6epr. — He
CMOTY 51 Ha 3TO CMOTPETb.

PonaHn MemieHHO nokKavas rojosoi. 3ro 6yner wis
HHMX YPOKOM, BAPYT MOHSI OH, HO HE APKUM H PaloCT-
HBIM, a, HA000pOT, YeM-TO APEBHUM, YPOIUIHBLIM, H3b-
€IEeHHbIM pXoii... BOT noyeMy MX OTLbI pa3peLIUny UM
NMPUATH Ha Ka3Hb. U ¢ OOBIYHLIM CBOMM YNIPSMCTBOM U
MOJYaJIMBOM pelinMocTbio PonaHa B3sU1 ce6s B pyKH,
FOTOBSICb BCTPETHTD 3TO YXXAaCHOE «YTO-TO», 4€M GBI OHO
HHU 06epHYy0Ch.

— CwMmoxelb, bepr.

— 51 HOYbIO MOTOM HE 3aCHY.

— 3HauuT, He OGyaewb crniatb. — PojaHn Tak U He
TIOHSUI, NPH YeM 3[0eChb COH.

Kat6epr cxBatin Ponanna 3a pyKy ¥ nNOCMOTpeJ Ha
HEro ¢ Takoi NMpPOH3UTENbHOH GOJIbIO BO B3IJIsAHNE, YTO
Ponann cHOBa 3aCOMHEBAICA M OTYAsSIHHO MTOXKaJeN O TOM,
YTO B TOT Be4Yep OHU BOODILE CYHYIUCh B 3aMAIHYIO KyX-
H10. OTeu 611 ripaB. JIyqiue 651 Bce xurenu ToHTOYHA —
MYX4YHHBI, XEeHILWHbI, AeTH — yMepiau. JIyduie yX Tak,
YeM BOT 3TO.

U Bce xe. U Bce xe. 310 ObUT 1151 HErO YPOK — CTpalll-
HOE «4TO-TO», OCTPOe, 3a3yOpeHHOe, NpopXaseJyioe, — 1
PonaHn He MOr €ro nMpoITyCTUTD.

— IaBajf iyume He GyneM Tyaa MOAHUMATLCS, — CKa-
3an Kat6epr. — MH ¥ TaK yXe BCE YBUIEIH.

U Ponanp HexoTsl KUBHYJI, 9yBCTBYA, KaK 3TO YXKAaCHOe
U HEIOHATHOE <«YTO-TO® MOTHXOHbKY €ro OTIYCKaer.
Kopr, Gyas oH 31ech, Bremwi 651 1M 0GOMM 1o Xopoweit
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3aTpeliHe M 3acTaBun 6bI B300paThcs Ha NMOMOCT, Luar
3a IIaroM... HIMBIras 1o gopore pa3oMTbIMH B KPOBb HO-
CaMM U [JI0Tast CoJIeHble CoruTi. Moxet 6biThb, KopT naxe
3a6pocwi Obl Ha MnepeKiaguHy HOBEHbKYIO MEHbKOBYIO
BEpEBKY C neT/iei Ha KOHLIE, 3aCTaBUJI Obl KX MO OYepenu
MPOCYHYTBH TOJIOBY B METJIIO M MTOCTOATh Ha ABEpLIe JIIOKa,
YTOOEI NPOYYBCTBOBATH BCE B MTOJIHOI Mepe. KopT Henpe-
MeHHO OBl Bpe3as MM elle pa3, eciii Obl KTO-TO U3 HUX
BIPYT 3aXHBIK&JI WM C MCIYTy HampyAusl B LUTaHBI.
U Kopt, pasymeercs, 6bu1 661 npaB. B nepsrlit pa3 B
XHM3HHK PonaHpy 3axoTeioch CKOpee CTaTb B3POC/bIM.

HapouwTo .MemIeHHO OH OTJOMMJI LUEMKY OT nepe-
BAHHOIO OTPaXIEHW, MOJIOXWI ee B HarpyAHbli1 KApMaH
H TOJILKO TOTIa OTBEPHYIJICS.

— Th1 310 3a9eM? — cnpocun Kar6epr.

PonaHmy o4yeHb XOTeNIOCh CKa3aTh B OTBET YTO-HHUOYIb
6paBoe, THna: Ja makx, Ha cyacmoe... — HO OH JIHLLb MO~
rsanen Ha Kar6epra M TpSAXHYJ roJoBOiA.

— ITpocTo yTo6H! 6bUI0, — CKa3asl OH YYTh NOToAsA. —
Bcerna.

OHH OTOLWIM NOJAIbIIE OT BUCEJIMUBI U, YCEBLIKCH
Ha 3eMJIIO, CTaIM XIaThb. I'’ne-To yepes yac Hayaim COGU-
paTheA NepBbie 3pUTeNH, GOILLIMHCTBO — LIEILIMU CEMb-
AMH. OHM CHE3XAIMCh Ha Pa3BAIMBAlOLIMXCA MMOBO3KAX
M Be3JIM ¢ co60if exy: KOP3UHBI C XONOAHLIMM OJIMHAMH,
HaYMHEHHBIMM IDKEMOM M3 NUKHX sroa. B xuBote y Po-
JJaHAa 3ayp4yajio OT IoJjiofa, ¥ OH CHOBa CIIPOCWJI cebs:
TIe TYT AOCTOMHCTBO, rae GnaropoactBo? OH paxe no-
ZyMaJl, 9T0, MOXeT, JOCTOMHCTBO U 6/1aropoaCTBO — 3TO
oyepeRHas JIOXb, BHAyMaHHas B3pocibiMU. Unu 31O
TaK#e COKPOBHMILA, IO KOTOPKIX TaK MPOCTO He n06epeLb-
ca? EMy Ka3a10ch, YTO Jiaxe B TOM, KaK Xakc 6poawi no
Yyaasmieh KyxHe B CBoeM IepenaykaHHOM 6eJioM KOCTIO-
M€ M OpaJl Ha [TOBApAT, M TO ObUIO 60JbllIe JOCTOMHCTBA.
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PonaHna cxa B Kyjnake LIENKY, KOTOPYIO OTJIOMMI OT
orpaxneHus Ha noMocre. Psa1oM ¢ HMM Ha TpaBe JiexXa
Kat6epT ¢ nenaHHo 6e3pa3iMyHbIM JTMLIOM.

X

B KOHlIE KOHLIOB BCE 0Ka3a10Ch He TaK YX M CTpaml-
HO, ¥ Ponann 6bin 3TOMy pan. Xakca MPUBE3IH Ha OT-
KpBITO# MOBO3Ke, HO Y3HATb €ro MOXHO 6BUIO JIMIIB O
HEOXBaTHOMY TYJIOBHLILY: eMy 3aBsi3aJH IJla3a YepHOH
IIMPOKO#A TPAMKO#, KOTOpast 3aKphiBajla MOYTH BCE JIMIIO.
Koe-KTo Hayan WBbIPATECS B HEr0 KaMHAMM, HO 60Jb-
LIKHCTBO 3pMTe]eil JaXe He OTOpBaJINCh OT CBOMX 3a-
BTPaKOB.

Kakoii-To cTpesiok, KOTOpOro Majb4HMK He 3Hal (OH
ele nopanoBaicA Mpo ceds, YTO He OTell BHITAIIMI Yep-
HBbI KaME€Hb), MOMOI TOJICTOMY ITOBapy NMOOHATECA Ha
3wacdoT, OCTOPOXHO Bels ero noj pyKky. JiBoe CTpaXHH-
KOB U3 Jlo30pa 3apaHee NMpOULUIH BIEPEA W BCTAIH IO
00erM CTOpOHaM OT JIIoKa. XaKC M CTPEJIOK B30OpaIuCh
Ha NMOMOCT, CTpeJIOK NepeK1HyJl BEPEBKY C leTeil depes
nepeKianuHy, Hajen neTiio Xakcy Ha LIel0 M 3aTAHYII ee
TaK, YTOOB! y3€J1 0Ka3aics TOYHO MOJK JIEBhIM YXoM. ITT-
LBl yaeTenu, Ho PonaHa 3Hau, 4TO OHM BBDKMIAIOT U
CKOpPO BEPHYTCH.

— He xenaewpb mokasTecsi? — CPOCHII CTPEJIOK.

— MHe He B yeM KasaTbcd. — CroBa Xakca Ipo3By-
YaJIM Ha YAWB/IEHHE OTYETIHBO, & B €0 IoJIoce IBCTBEH-
HO CJIBILIAIOCH KAKOE-TO CTPAaHHOE JOCTOMHCTBO, HECMO-
TPsA Ha TO YTO €ro 3anTyllaia Ta YepHas TPAMNKa, 3aKphl-
BaBmas poTr. TKaHb JIETOHBKO KOJIBIXQJIACh NMOJ, THXHM
BETEPKOM, KOTOPBIH TONbKO YTO NOAHsUICA. — 51 He 3a6but
JIMLIA CBOEro OTLIA, OHO BCeraa 6uu10 CO MHOMA.
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Ponana BHMMATEJIbHO NMPHUIISOCICHA K TOJIE, U TO,

YTO OH TaM YBHIEJI, ero BCTpeBoXw1o. YTo 310 — Co-
cTtpaganne? Moxer GbiTh, BocxuiieHHe? Hamo Gymer
cnpocuTh y oTua. Eciin npenareneit Ha3sIBalOT reposiMU
(«Wx repoeB — mnpenaTeNiMHU», — MPAayHO MOLyMa
PonaHp), 3Ha4MT, NPULUIA TEMHbIE BpeMeHa. BouCcTUHY,
TeMHBIe BpeMeHa. JKaJib, 9To eMy He XBaTaeT [10Ka pa3y-
MEHHMs pa306paTecd BO BCeM Kak cienyeT. OH noxymain
npo Kopra u nnpo xy1e6, KoTopsiit OH nan uM c KarbeproM.
Temnepb MaJILYMK UCIIBITBIBAJI K CBOEMY HACTaBHUKY MC-
KpeHHee npe3peHue. bian3ok neHs, korna Koprt Gyner
CIyXHTh eMy. MoxeT 6uiTh, TOJIBKO €My, a Karbepty —
HeT. Moxer 6biTh, KaTb6epT corHercst nox HenpepeiBHbIM
rpafoM Hananok Kopta 1 ocTaHeTcss KOHIOXOM WIH na-
XOM (WIM ellle TOro XyXXe — CTaHEeT HaAyUEHHbIM H
HaMmoOMaXeHHHM OUTUIOMATOM, KOTOPHI CJIOHSAETCS M0
MPUEMHBIM M BMECTE C BIaBIUIMMM B Mapa3M INpecTape-
JILIMA KOPOJIAMM U NMPHUHLIAMM TYTIO MANUTCS B NCEBIO-
Maruyeckme XpycrajibHble mapsi). Karbept — na, MOXer
6uTh. Ho oH, Ponana, — Her. OH 3710 3Ha). OH co3naH
U151 6e30peXXHBIX IIPOCTOPOB M JAIbLHUX CTPAHCTBHIA. YXe
MOTOM, BCIIOMHHas 06 3TOM B CBOEM OAHHOuYECTBe, Po-
JIaHJ caM IUBY AaBaJICA, YTO TaKas Cyabba KOrga-To Ka-
3anach eMy 3aMaHYUBOMA.

— Ponann?

— Ha 1yt 1, TyT. — OH B3s1 Kat6epra 3a pyKy, 1 ux
nanbUbl CHEMAINCh HaMEPTBO.

— BHHOBHBI! B 3TOYMBILWIEHHUAX HA YOUICTBO U B
MOACTPEKATENIbCTBE K MATEXY, — I'POMKO NMpPOroBOPHII
CTpeJIOK Ha 3macgore, — THl OTBEPHYJICA OT CBeTa, H A,
Yapie3, celH Yapib3a, oTnpasisio Te6s BO TbMY, Ha BEKH
BEYHBIE.

Ponot npome no ToJie, Koe-rae aaxe Noc/ibIIaTiCh
BO3MYINEHHBbIE KPHKH.
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— A HUKorAA...

— Csou 6acHHU Oynelub pacCKa3uiBaTh TaM, FTHYCHBIH
yepBb. B Mupe 3arpo6HoM, — cka3san Yapnb3, ceiH Yapib-
3a, U HaXaJ Ha phlyar.

Kpeiuika sioka ynana. Xakc yxHyn BHH3. OH Bce ellle
MBITAJICA YTO-TO cKa3aThb. Ponana 31o 3anomumn. Ha scio
Xu3Hb. [ToBap ymep, Bce ellie MBITasACh YTO-TO CKA3aTh.
Hanocnenok. 'me, nHTepecHO, 3aKOHYMT OH (bpa3y, Ha-
yatyio Ha 3emie? Ero ciioBa 3armywidn SIBCTBEHHBEIM
XPYCT — TaKoOi#i 3ByK U3IA€T CyX0e NOJIEHO B 0Yare 3uMHeM
XOJIOOHOM HOYDIO.

Ho Bce 6bin0 He Tak yX M ctpamrHo. Horu moBapa
JepHynuch ¥ pasouuiuce Oyksoit V. Tonna ucnycruia
YOOBJIETBOPEHHDIi B3noX. CrpaXHuKu M3 Jlo3opa, 91O
Bce BpeMst Ka3HHM CTOSUIM MO CTOMKE «CMHDHO», Tenepb
paccnabuwiuch M ¢ paBHOOYIIHBLIM BHIOOM MPHHSUIMCH
HaBOAMTH NMOpsAAoK. CTpeNoK MeMIEHHO CNYCTHWICH C
NIOMOCTa, BCKOYMJI B CEIUTO M MOCKaKal Npoyb, Gecliepe-
MOHHO NpoKJanbiBas cede nyTb MpPAMO CKBO3b TOJITY
XYIOLIMX CBOH OsiMHbI 3eBaK. HekoTopsiM 0c060 MeTH-
TeJIbHBIM JaXe NOCTa10Ch KHYTOM. OcTalbHbIEe B NAHUKE
pa3bexanucb, ocBoGOXaas Jopory.

Korna Bce 3aKOHYWIOCH, JIIOAX TYT Xe NMPHHSUIUCH
pacxomutbes. Tonma paccocaiachk GRICTPO, M KIe-TO MMHYT
Yyepe3 COpoK pebsTa OCTATUCH OHH HA HEBLICOKOM IMpH-
ropKe, KOTOpbIH OHM M30pal CBOMM HaGmomaTeIbHLIM
TYHKTOM. [1THI1IBI Y)Ke BO3BpalaHCh, ITO0LI pacCCMOTPETD
HOBOe€ noaHoueHue. OqHa No-NPHATENLCKM yCenach Ha
ruieye Xakca v pUHAIACh TEpeOHTh KITIOBOM GJiecTsiuee
KOJIEYKO, KOTOpO€ MoBap BCEraa HOCWI B MPaBOM YXe.

— OH coBceM Ha ce6s He TIOX0X, COBCEM, — CKa3alt
KatGepr.

— Jla HeT, MOXOX, — yBepeHHO oTo3Baics PomaHx,
KOTZIa OHY BMECTE NMOJOLIH K BUCEJIHLIE, CXUMAs B pyKax
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KyckH xyie6a. KarGepT BbINIsAme/N KaKk-TO paCTEPSIHHO U
CMYIIEHHO.

OHM OCTaHOBWIMCH NOJ] CaMO# nepeKIaiuHOMI, M-
I Ha nokauyuBaiomeecss teno. KarGepr yyTh M He ¢
BBI30BOM INMPOTAHYJI PYKY H KOCHYJICS OLHO¥ BOJIOCATOH
JomeDkku. Teno 3akayanoch CwibHeEe U NMOBEPHYIOCh
BOKpYT CBOEH OCH.

IToroM OHM GRICTPEHBKO PaCKpOLLWIIH XJ1e6 U pacChl-
MajiM KpoUIKH rop Gonraomwnmucsa Horamu. ITo mopore
obpatHo Ponaun ornaHyncs. Beero onuH pa3. Tenepsb ux
6LUI0 TaM HECKOJIBKO ThiCSY — NTHL. CTano ObiTh, X/1e6 —
OH IIOHI 3T0, HO KaK-TO CMYTHO — OBLI TOJIbKO CHMBQJIOM.

.— A 3Haemb, 3T0 ObLUIO HEIJIOXO, — CKa3ajl BOPYT
KarGepr. — S1... MHe noHpaBwiock. [IpaBaa, mOHpaBUIOCH.

Cnosa apyra He norpscau PonaHna, XoTsi Ha Hero
CaMoro 3Ta Ka3Hb He NPOH3BeNia 0COGeHHOro BrieyaTtiie-
Hus. OH TOJIBKO NOMyMall, YTO BrOJHe noHumaer Kart-
6epra. Tak 410, MOXeT ObITh, OH €llle He Ge3HanexeH,
Kat6ept. Moxer 6bITh, OH M He CTaHEeT NMPUAYPOYHLIM
JUIUIOMaTOM.

— 1 He 3Hal0, — oTBeTHN OH. — Ho 3TO ACiicTBH-
TeJIbHO OLUIO YTO-TO.

A yepe3 AT JIET CTPaHa BCe X€ JOCTaIaCh «100poMYy
IpYyTy», HO K TOMY BpeMeHH PonaHn yxe GbUl CTPENTKOM,
€ro OTell yMep, caM OH ciejajics youitueit — youiuei
coOCTBeHHOM MaTepu, — a MUp CABHHYJICA C MECTa.

M Havyaumch JONTHE roAbl JajIeKMX CTPAHCTBHIA.

Xl

— CMmortpure. — JIXelk yka3an HaBepX.
Crpeniox 3anpOoKHHYJI FOJIOBY ¥ BAPYT NOYYBCTBOBAJT
pe3Kylio 60ib B paBoM 6enpe. OH HEBOJIBHO MOMOPLIWII-
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Csl. YXe ABa IHS OHM ILUIH MO NpearopbsaM. XoTs BOIbI B
OypIioKax OCTajioch BCEro HHYEro, Tenephb 3TO yXe He
uMeno 3HaueHusi. Ckopo Boasl Gyner mHoro. ITeit —
He Xouy.

OH npociienu B3rIsSAOM 3a nansueM Jxelixa: BBepx,
MHMO 3€JICHO paBHHHBI Ha IUIOCKOrOphe — K OOGHaXXeH-
HBIM CBEPKAIOHIMM yTecaM M Y3KUM YIIENBAM... H ele
BbILIE, K CAMBIM CHEXHbIM BepIIHHaM.

B cMyTHOI1, naneKkoit KpomevyHo 9epHO# TO9Ke (3TO
MorJia 6bITh OHA U3 TeX KPANMHOK, KOTOpbIE IIOCTOSHHO
[UISICAJIH Mepel rna3aMu CTpeJiKa — TOJIbKO OHA He IUIfA-
cajla M He IpoXala, a OCTaBajlach Bceraa HEeM3MEHHOM)
CTPEJNIOK pacno3Hain yejioBeka B Y4epHoM. ToT KapabGka-
Csl BBEPX IO KPYTOMY CKJIOHY C YOUKCTBEHHOH GbICTPO-
TOM — MaytoceHbKasi MyLLIKa Ha rpOMafgHOM! TpPaHUTHOM
CTeHe.

— 310 0H? — cnpocun JIxeilk.

CTtpeniok cMoTpen Ha Ge3IHKoe NATHHILIKO, 9TO BhI-
AeNbIBaIO aKkpobaTHyeCKHe HOMEpa Ha OTporax ropHOro
Xpe6Ta, U He YYBCTBOBAI HUYETO, KpOME KAKOK-TO Tpe-
BOXCHOM neyvyanu.

— 3TO OH, JIXeHK.

— Kak BbI mymMaeTe, MBI €10 IOrOHUM?

— Tenepb TONBKO Ha TOH cTopoHe. U TO, ec He
6yneM CTosiTh, TPaTUTh BpeMsl Ha pa3rOBOPHI.

— OHM TaKkue BbICOKHME, TOpH, — cKa3aix JIxe#hk. —
A 4TO Ha TOi#t CTOpPOHE?

— A1 He 3Ha10, — OTBeTHJ cTpeNoK. — U, HaBepHoOe,
HUKTO He 3HaeT. PaHblle, MOXeT ObIThb, 3HATH. [ToiineM,
MaJIBILL.

OHHM CHOBa MOLUIH BBEpX NO CKIOHY. Menkue Ka-
MEIIKH JIeTeJIU Y HUX W3-TTOX HOT, M CTPYIKH NecKa cTe-
Kalli BHHU3, K ITyCThIHE, YTO pacIIpocTepiach Y HHMX 3a
CIHHOU IUTOCKHMM NPOKANIEHHBIM POTHBHEM, KOTOPOMY,
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Ka3aloch, HET KOHUa. HaBepxy, BEICOKO-BBICOKO Hal
HWMHM, 9€JIOBEK B YEPHOM IPONOJIXaJl CBOil YNOPHBIA
noxneM K BepmuHe. OTcrona Helb3s ObUTO ONpeaeiuTh,
OMJIAXBIBAICA OH Ha HUX WM HeT. Ka3zanoch, OH Jierko
MepenpHruBaeT yepe3 6e3n0HHbIE NponacTH, 6e3 Tpyaa
B36Mpaercst o OTBECHBIM CKIIOHaM. [lapy pa3 oH ucye-
3aJI U3 BHIY, HO BCEeraa MosABJIsAJICS CHOBa, NMoka ¢uone-
TOBas MejieHa CyMepeK He CKphbljia er0 OKOHYAaTeNbHO.
OHu pa36iu Jlarepb ¥ YCTPOWIKCH Ha HouJer. [Toutn
BCE 3TO BpeMsl MAIbBYMK MOJYaJ, ¥ CTPEJIOK Aaxe Moxy-
MaJl, YX He 3HaeT JIM napeHb O TOM, YTO CaM OH AaBHO
yXe MHTYUTHBHO NoYyBcTBOBaI. IToyeMy-To OH BCno-
MHWLIMLO KatGepra, pasropsiueHHOe, HCITyraHHOE, BO3-
O6yxpenHoe. BcnoMHmI x1e6Hbie KpollKK. U nTH. «Tak
BOT BCe M KOHYaeTcsi, — AyMai OH. — Bcsakuit pa3s Bce
KOHYaeTcsl MMEHHO TaK. Bce HauMHaeTCcsi C MOMCKOB H
A0pOT, 4TO YBOIAT BNEPEA, HO BCE IOPOTH BENAYT B OXHO
MECTO — TyJAa, [e CBEepIlaeTCs CMepTHas KasHb. Yeso-
BEKOYOHICTBO».

Kpome, GuiTe MOXeT, noporu K baniHe. I'ne ka noka-
XeT CBOE€ HCTHHHOE JIMLIO.

MaunbaHK — ero XxeprBa, oOpeueHHast Ha 3aKjlaHHe, —
C TaKMM HEBHHHBIM M COBCEM ellie AETCKUM JIMLIOM B
CBeTe KpOoLIeYHOro KOCTepKa, 3aCHyJI NpsiMO Hal TuIoLl-
Ko¥ ¢ 606amu. CTpesoK YKphUl ero MoroHOM U TOXe
yJiercs cnarb.



Masa 3
Opaxyn v ropbil

ANbYMK HallleN MPOPHLIATENIbHULYY, H Ta €[Ba €ro
He YHHUYTOXWJIA.

Kakoe-T0 riry0MHHOE MHCTUHKTHBHOE 9yBCTBO
npoOyAMIO CTpeiKa OTO CHa nocpeay 6apXaTHOM! THMBI,
YTO NPHILIA BCJiEn 3a JIMAOBBIMH CyMepKaMHu. DTo Ciry-
qWI0Ch, Koraa oHu ¢ JxeikomM noOpaiuch KO yyacTka
MOYTH POBHOM, MOPOCLUCH TPaBOM 3E€MJIM Ha NEPBOM
ycTtyre npearopuii. Jlaxe Ha caMbIX TPYAHBIX TOObEMaXx,
KOra UM NpHMXOAWJIOCH KapabKaThCs BBEpX, BHOHBasACh
H3 CWI M 6opsich OyKBaJIbHO 33 KaXAblit GyT Mon Heman-
HO NAJIAIIMM COJTHLIEM, OHM CJIBIILIATH CTPEKOT CBEPYKOB,
coOa3HUTENIbHO MOTUPAIOLLIMX JIAITKAMH ITOCPEAY BEYHOMH
3eJIEHH MBOBBIX POIll, paClpOCTEPIIHXCS BHILIE 10 CKIO-
Hy. CTpesnok oCTaBaJicsi CHIOKOHHBIM, MAIBYHK TOXE BPO-
e Obl cOXpaHsUl CIIOKOMCTBUE — BHEIHE O KpadHeH
Mepe, — TaK YTO CTPeJIOK Aaxe UM ropamwica. Ho JIxeik
He CyMeJ1 CKPhITh 3TOI0 JUKOro BHIPAXEHHUS 1J1a3, KOTO-
pHie crany 6ecLUBETHBIMH U 3aCTBIBIIMMH, KaK Y JIOLIAOH,
YTO MOYYsUla BOAY ¥ He NOHECJa TONbKO Giarozaps Bose
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BCalHUKa, — Kak Yy Jiomlagu, KOTopas [Holina IO TOro
COCTOSIHMS, KOTJIa YIEPXaTh €€ MOXET TOJIbKO IIyOUHHOE
B3aMMONOHMMaHUeE, a HUKaK He wwnopkl. CTpenok Xopo-
1110 MOHKUMaJI, YTO TBOPHUTCH ¢ JIXXeitkoM, XOTs Obl yXKe Mo
TOMY, KaK HEMCTOBO M Ge3yMHO ero coGCTBCHHOE TeJO
OT3BIBAIOCH HA APa3HsI LM CTPEKOT cBep4YKOB. Ero pyku,
Ka3aJI0Ch, CaMM MUIYT OCTphI€ BLICTYINbI B KAMHE, YTOOHI
OKOpsA6aThLCS B KPOBb, @ KOJIEHU TaK U CTPEMSTCH K TOMY,
4YTOOBI MX UCITOJIOCOBAIU ITYyOOKUMU CafHSLLUIMMHU TIOpe-
3aMH.

Bclo popory coiHle NajMIo HeWanaHo; Aaxe Ha 3a-
KaTe, Koraa oHo pa3byxayio U 6arposesio, Kak B IMxopal-
Ke, OHO IO IOC/IEXHEro XapKo CBETUJIO CKBO3b pacLie-
JIMHBI MEXIY CKaJIlaMM 110 JIEBYIO pyKY, CNEeMWwio rjiasa,
o6pamaio KaxIyio KarnejbKy [10Ta B CBEPKaIOLLYIO NPU3-
My 601H.

A ITOTOM NMOSAABWIIACH TPaBa: MOHaYaly — JIMLIb Yaxsnas
XeJTasi Iopociib, HO NMOPa3NTENbHO XU3HECNIOCOOHAS.
OHa ¢ 3aBHAHBIM YITOPCTBOM LETULSIACh 32 XyAOCOYHYIO
Pa3sMBITYIO noyBy. Jlajpiue, YyTh Bbill€E MO CKJIOHY, MO-
Ka3aJIuCh peiAKHe NMy4KH BeAbMHMHOW TpaBbl, KOTOpPHIE
O4Y€Hb OLICTPO CMEHMJIMCH I'YCTOM, OYifHOI 3€NEeHBIO.
A 1oTOM B BO3IyXe Pa3iTWIOCh NepBoe Gl1aroyxaHHue yxe
HacTosIeit TpaBkl, YTO POCNa BriepeMeLIKy ¢ TumodeeB-
KO 1O CEHbIO ITePBLIX KApAUKOBLIX eneif. TaM, B TEHH,
CTpeJIOK 3aMeTHI KOPHYHEBBIi npoMenbK. OH BHIXBAaTH
PeBoJIbBEP, BHICTPETH Pa3 M MoAGKI KPOJIMKa Mnpexne,
yeMm JIXeHK ycnen BCKPHUKHYTb OT M3YMJIEHHUA. A yxe
4yepe3 CEKYHIY CTPENOK yopan peBoJibBep B KOOGYpy.

— 3aech Ml ¥ OCTAaHOBMMCSl, — CKa3aJl OH.

E1e Bhie no CKIOHY ObUIM AepeBbsl: 3eJIEHbIE HUBBI.
3penmie — MOpasUTeIbHOE NOC/Ie BBDIOKEHHOH CTepHITh-
HOI myCTHHH, 6ECKOHEYHOro rojioro ciaHua. I'ze-To B
DIyGHHE 3ToH pomy 0643aTeNbHO eCTh POTHUK, MOXET
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6bITh, IaXe W HE OWH, ¥ TaM HaBepHsKa MOMpoxXnangHee,
HO BC€ Xe Jiyyllle OCTaThCs 3[eCh, Ha OTKPHITOM MECTe.
Cunbl NAapHULIKH, TIOX0XE, YXXE HAa UCXOIE, a Belb BOBCE
HEe HCKJTIOYEHO, YTO B CyMpaKe pOLH THE3AATCS JeTydHe
MBIIIK-BaMITUpbl. X KpHKH MoOrIM pasGyauTh Maibla,
KaK Obl OH KpenkKo HM Crajl, a €C/i¥ 3TO U BIpaBAy BaM-
MHPLI, TO BMOJIHE MOMJIO TaK NOJYYUTLCH, 9T0 OHH 00a
yXe He MPOCHYTCS... BO BCAKOM CJTyyae, B 3TOM MHpe.

— Toiiny npoB HaGepy, — cKa3an MaIBIHK.

Crpenok ynbioHynca:

— Her, He Hazo Te6e HUKyAa xonuTs. Jyunie canb,
Hxeiik. IMocuan.

Yps 310 Ppa3a? Kakoit-to xeHmmuHbl. Cio3aH? Ctpe-
JIOK He NOMHM.A. BpeMs BopyeT maMsTb, KaK JIOGHII ro-
Boputbh BaliHu. Bot npo BaHHM OH NOMHUIL.

Manbyuk nocaywno cen. Koraa ctpesiok BepHyncs,
Jxe#k yxe cnan B Tpase. bonbioit GoroMos coepiran
CBOE BcuepHee OMOBCHHE NPAMO Ha YIIpYroi yeske nap-
HHWKK. CTpenok paccMesUicsi — B MEpBHI pa3 3a 6or
3HaeT CKOJIbKO BPEMEHU, — pa3xer Kocrep U OTNpaBWI-
Cs 32 BOAOA.

3apoc/Ii UB OKa3aJIMCh Iylle, YeM MOKa3anoCh eMy
NMoHavaiy, U B GJIeKHYBILIEM CBETe 3aXOAAMIEro CONHIA
TaM GbUIO IOBOJILHO-TAKM HeyloTHO. Ho oH Habpen Ha
pyueit, 6AMTENbHO OXpaHAEMbli KBaKIIAMH M JIATYILIKA-
MH. CTpesyioK HarnoJIHWI BOIO# OXUH OYPIIOK... ¥ BAPYT
3aMep. 3BYKH HOYH BCKOJILIXHY/IM B HEM KaKOe-TO Tpe-
BOXHOE CJIAIOCTpacTUe — YYBCTBEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO He
cMomIa pa3GyauTh Jaxe DJUIH, Ta XECHITHHA, C KOTOPO#
oH 6wt B Tayute. Ho ot DiunH eMy GbUTO HYXHO ApYroe:
yTOOH OHa paccKasajia eMy Bce, YTO eMy Haumo Onuro
3HaThb. CTpeNoK OTHEC 3TO CTPAHHOE OMYIIEHHE Ha CYeT
Pes3Koit, omenomsoue CMeHs 06CTARHOBKH ITOCITE Iy-
creiHM. ITocse Bcex 3THX 6eCCUETHRIX MWIb FOJIOTO CJIaH -
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Ia MSATKOCTh Be4YepHEro CyMpaka Ka3ajach INOYTH He-
NPUCTOMHOM.

OH BepHYJICA K KOCTPY H, ITOKa 3aKMIajia BoAa B KO-
TeJIKe, OCBEXEBaJl KpoNMKa. BMecTte ¢ nocnenHeit 6aHKOR
KOHCePBHPOBaHHBIX OBOLLEH U3 KPOJIMKA BBILLUTO OTJIMY-
Hoe pary. Crpenok pa36ymun [Ixeiika, a MoToM IOJIro
CMOTpeJ, KaK MapHHUILIKA eCT: OTPELIEeHHO U COHHO, HO
XaHoO. '

— 3aBTpa MK HHKya He noiaeM. [ToGynem 3nech, —
CKa3aJl CTPENOoK.

— Ho 9enosek, 3a KOTOPBIM Bbl TOHUTECD... 3TOT CBA-
IIEHHHK. ..

— OH He csuieHHMK. Y He BonHyiicss. Hukyna oH
OT Hac He NeHeTCA.

— Or1Kyna Bhl 3HaeTe?

Crpestok s mokayan rosioBoii. [Ipocto oH 3Hai, yto
Tak OyZIeT... ¥ HIYEro B 3TOM 3HaHMHU XOpolluero He GbU10.

Ilocne yXuHa OH ONMONOCHYN XeCTsiHble 6aHKH, U3
KOTOPHIX OHH eJIM (OMATh NOpaXasCh TOMY, KaK OH He-
6pexXHO pacxXonyeT BOLY), a Koraa o6epHyJcs, ek yxe

cnaj1. CTpenoK BHOBb OLYTIHI 3HAKOMBIE TOJIYKH B IPYIM,
GyATO ITO-TO BHYTPH TO B3ALIMAETCSH, TO OMafaeT — 3T0
CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH 6€30T4ETHO CBA3BIBA C
Kar6eprom. OHu Guuth poBecHUKaMH, HO KatGepr Ka-
3aICS. HAMHOTO MOJIOXE.

Ero mamipoca ynaja B TpaBy, H OH HOCKOM calora
MOATONIKHY!I € B Koctep. IToToM OH elle noiro cMoTpen
Ha ON'OHb, Ha YMCTOE XeJITOe IUIaMs, COBCEM He NoXoxee
Ha IU1aMs OT ropsuueit Gec-tpaBbl. B Boznyxe pa3iiunach
H3yMHUTeJIbHasA npoxiiafa. CTpeoK Jier Ha 3eMJTI0, CITHHOM
K KOCTpY.

OT1Kyna-To M3gajieKka, M3 yuleijibs, Tepsiomerocs B
ropax, JOHOCWIHMCh IJIyXue pacKaThl rpoMa. OH yCHyIL.
U yBHUAEI COH,
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Crozan [enveado, ez2o aobumas, ymupana y Hezo Ha
2na3ax.

A oH cmompen. E2o pyxku depxcasu — no dea drodcux
KpecmbAHUHA C KaxcO0oi CMOPOHbI, — Wel0 e20 CMUCHYA
maxcenslil u pHcagoiil xeene3nslit oueurnux. Ha camom dene
éce 6bu10 He mak — e20 daxce He 6bLI0 MaM, Ha naowadu,
HO COH — 3IMO0 COH, y He20 CE0A A02UKA U C80U 3AKOHY!.

On cmompen, Kak ona ymupaem. Jlajxce cKk6o3b 2apb u
OblM OH pazauvan 3anax ee 20pAUUX 8040C, CAVIUIAN KPUKU
moanoi: «lopu oznem!»... u suden yeem ceoezo cobcmeeHHo-
20 Gesymusn. Ciozan, npenecmnas degywika y oKHa, 004b
mabyniguxa. Kax ona muanace no Cnycky, u ux menu —
A0wadu u 8Ca0HULbl — CAUBAAUCD 8 eOuHyt0 meHb. Ona bbina
CAOBHO CKA304HOE CYU{eCmeo u3 ne2eHdbl, Heoly30aHHaA. u
ceobodnan. Kak onu c Heii 6excanu, depxcach 3a pyku, no
KYKYpY3HOMY noiio. A menepb aodu, cobpasuiuecs y nomo-
cma, Kudaau 6 Hee KyKypy3HbiMU AUCMbAMU, U AUCMbA 3a-
20panuch npamo Ha nemy, euje npexcde, YeM nadaau 6 naa-
MA. «lIpuxodu, xcamea», — Kpu4anu oHu, 3aKAambsle 8pazu
ceema u a1008u, a 20e-mo 2adeHbKo xuxukana éedsma. Pua,
mak ee 38aau, cmapyio kapey. A Cilozan yepnena, obyenu-
8anch 6 02He, ee KoXHca mpeckanacs, u...

Ona ymo-mo neimanacs emy npokpusame?

— Manvyuk, — xpuuana ona. — Ponand, manbyux!

OH peanyncs, yenexaa 3a coboii ceoux cmpaxceii. Xe-
Ne3nbiil oweiinux epesanca 8 weio, u Ponand yeaviwuan, kax
u3 e20 20pna peemca cKkpexceuyuiuii, cOaeneHHbil Xpun.
B 6030yxe cmosn mowHomeopruii cnadkoeamuili- 3anax
nooxcapenHozo Maca.

Manvuux cmompen na He2o u3 0KHa 8bICOKO HAO KOCMPOM,
u3 moeo ce okHa, 20e Kozda-mo cudena Cro3an — ma, Ko-
mopas Hay1una e2o 6oimb MyNCHuHoil, — cudena u Haneea-
Aa cmapunHvie nechu: «3ii, xcyd», « Boastyro éonio 6onvutoli
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dopoeu» u <becneunyio a0bosb». Manvuuxk cmosn y okua,
Kak 2uncoeas cmamys céamozo é cobope. Ezo 2na3a Gvuau
cnogHo u3 mpamopa. Jlo6 Jouceiika nponzan ocmpbiii wun.
Cmpenox ouiymua, Kax u3 camvix enybuH Hympa peem-
CA cOaenerHulil, pexcyuiuii 20pno 80nab, 03HA4AOWUE Ha4a-
N0 Ge3ymus.
— H-H-H-H-H-H-H-H...

PonaHx BCKPUKHYJI M NPOCHYJICS OT TOro, 4YTO €ro
060XTJ10 TUTaMst KocTpa. OH cesl pbIBKOM, BCE elle OLlLy-
mias MPUCYTCTBHE CTPALIHOIO CHa npo Memxuc rae-to
panoM. CoH OylHNI ero, KakK XeJe3Hblil OleiHUK, KO-
TOpPHIA CXMMa ero welo Bo cHe. Koraa oH pBaHyscs K
Cio3aH, 31ech, HasiBy, OH HEYassHHO MormnaJi pyKo# B rac-
Hymue Y Koctpa. OH moaHec pyKy K Jinlly, 0yKBaJIbHO
dusmuecku onrymas, Kak COH yJeTaeT npo4yb, OCTaB/IAA
TOJIBKO 3aCTHBIIMM 00pa3 Manbumka, [Ikeiika, Genoro
KaK Mej. CBATOro i EMOHOB.

— H-H-H-H-H-H-H...

OH BrIAIeNCA B TAMHCTBEHHBI CyMpaK HBOBO#A pOILH,
JepXa peBojibBEpHl Harorose. B nmocneaHnx otbGneckax
KOCTpa €ro Ij1a3a GbUIH NIOX0XH Ha ABE ajible aMOpa3yphl.

— H-H-H-H-H-H-H...

Ixeik.

Crpenox BCKOYMI Ha HOrM M nobGexaiu. JlyHa yxe
MOOHSIaCh B HOYHOM HeGe ropbKUM GJIeK/IBIM AUCKOM,
u cnen JIxelka Gbi1 ABCTBEHHO BUIEH B poce. CTpesiok
HBIPHYJI IO/ ITEpBbIe UBH, Nepebpaics yepe3 pydei, nox-
HAB GpBI3rH, ¥ BcKapaOkaiics Ha apyroit Geper, CKONb3s
10 MOKPO# TpaBe (IaXe ceifyac ero Tejio HacaakXAaaIoCh
3THM OLylIeHneM). BeTBH UB, TOYHO pO3rH, XJIECTAIH
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ero no yuuy. JlepeBbs 31ech pOCIH IyLiie # He NMPOIycKa-
JiM JIyHHOro cBeta. CTBOJIBI NONHUMAIHCh KPEHSIIINMMH-
cs TeHssMU. TpaBa, Tenepb BLICOTOI 10 KOJIeH, O1Ia CTpeji-
Ka 1o HoraM. TpaBa nackana ero, Kak 6bl MpHIJIalas
MpHJIeYb, OTAOXHYTh, HaclIaauTbCa npoxianoi. Hacia-
IOMTBCA XU3HbIO. [1OIYCTHHBLIME MEPTBHIE BETBH TAHY-
JIMChb K HEMYV, NBITasfACh CXBaTHTh 3a I'OJIEHH, 3a cojones®.
Crpenok Ha MrHOBeHHe 3aMep, BCKHUHYJI FOJIOBY H NpH-
Hioxancsa. EMy nomorsio ayHoBeHHe BeTepka. ManbyuK,
KOHEYHO Xe, He 6naroyxain. Kak, BnnpouyeM, ¥ caM CTPEJIOK.
Ho3npu crpesnka pacliHpiHCh, Kak y 06e3pstHH. OH
pavIMYMA cnabblit TepnKuil 3amax — 6e30MmU60YHbLH
3anax nora. OH pBaHyJics Briepell, CKBO3b OypesioM, exe-
BHKY M 3aBaJIbl YIaBIIUX BETOK — GeroM 1o TOHHENIO U3
HaBHMCaIOLIUX BeTBe# UB ¥ CyMaxa. Briepen. 3anesas rure-
YaMM OpPEBECHbBIH MOX, LICTUIABIIMNCS 3a OeXIy ITOHY-
PBIMH, MEPTBEHHO CEPBIMH LIyNAIbLAMH.

OH npoapajicsi CKBO3b ITOCIEAHIO GappuKamy M3
CIUIETEHHBIX UBOBbIX BEeTBEi M BbIOpajics Ha MOJIAHY,
OTKPHITYIO 3Be31aM. CaMhlil BBICOKHiA ITMK rOpHOM IPSILI
GeJes1, TOYHO yepern, Ha HEMMOBEPHOI BHICOTE.

Ha nonsxe 6bu1 KpYr M3 YepHBIX CTOSIMX KaMHEH.
B JIyHHOM CBeTe OH NNOXOMWI Ha KaKyl0-TO IPHYYIMBYIO,
(aHTacTHYECKY10 JIOBYLIKY WIS OMKHX 3Bepeii. B ieHTpe
KpYTa pacnojiarajicsi KAMEHHBIH aNTaph... XepTBeHHHUK —
OY€Hb CTaphblif, TOTHUMAIOIIUIACS U3 3EMIIM Ha MOTy4eM
Treye G6asansra.

Manpuuk crosin nepex YepHBIM alnTapeM, ApoXa H
packaauBasch B3an-pnepel. Ero pyku nepramice, CIOBHO
Yyepe3 HMX IpOITYCTWIM 3NEKTPHYECKHH TOK. CTpesnox
PEe3KO BHIKDUKHYN ero ums, 1 JDkeik oTBeTHN eMy He-
pa360puYMBLEIM BO3IIaCOM OTPHLAHHUA. JINLIO MalbYMKa,
noxoxee Ha 6JiefHOe CMa3aHHOE IATHO U NOYTHU IOJIHO-

* Cojones — situa, MOwoHKa (ucn.). — ITpumey. nep.
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CTBIO 3arOPOXEHHOE €ro JIEBbIM IUICYOM, BHIPAXaJlo O-
HOBpPEMEHHO M CTpax, ¥ BocTopr. U 6buU10 B HEM YTO-TO
euie.

CTpeJioK BCTYIIUI B KpYT KaMHeit, u JIkeiik 3akpuyai,
OTIIATHYBIUKCh M BCKMHYB pyKHU. Teneps cTpeniky 6bu10
BHIIHO €ro0 JIMLIO, ¥ OH Pa3rsaie] Ha HeM yXac, U CTpax,
H MYYHUTEJILHOE HaclaXIeHHe.

CTpeioK OLIyTWI, KaK K HEMY NMPUKOCHYJCA AyX —
Iyx opakyna. Cykky6. Ero ypecsia HanoJHWIKCh XKapoM —
HEXHBIM M MATKHM, M BCE-TaKM TATOCTHBIM. 'osioBa y
Hero 3aKpyXwiach, A3bIK KaK 6yITo pacnyx BO pTy M CTal
60JIe3HEHHO YYBCTBUTEILHBIM JIaXe K C/IIOHE.

Crpenok He 3HaJI, 9TO €ro MOoATOJIKHYJIO, HO, NTOBHU-
HYSICb MTOPLIBY, OH GBICTPO BLITALLM M3 KapMaHa Noiy-
CTHMBILYIO 4Y€JIIOCTb, KOTOPYIO HOCHJI C c060it ¢ TOro
JHs, XaK HaweJ ee B JioroBe I'oBopsiuero lemoHa Ha
IOPOXHOM cTaHUMH. OH He MOHUMAaJ, YTO AEJIAeT, HO
3TO €ro He Iyrajo — OH NMPUBLIK NOBUHOBATbLCSI CBOUM
WHCTHHKTaM. U oHu HHUKoraa ero He noaBoauin. Ctpe-
JIOK BBICTaBMJI YeJIIOCTb Nepes co00ii, 3Ty MCTIEBUIYIO
KOCTb, 3aCTHIBIIYIO B JOMCTOPHYECKOM OCKaJle. YKas3a-
TEJIbHLIH najelw ¥ MU3UHeL CBO6GOAHOI pYKH CaMH CJIO-
XWINCh POXKaMH B IpeBHEM 3HaKe obepera OT IypHOro
raasa.

BonHa 9yBCTBEHHOCTH OTXJIBIHYJA, CJIOBHO KTO-TO
Pe3KO0 COpBaJl TSDKEJNKIH IO0JIOr.

JIxeitk CHOBa BCKpHKHYJI.

Crpenok noaomen K HeMY, BHICTaBUB YeIIOCTh Iepel
HEBUIALIMMM I1a3aMH MATbYUILIKH.

— CMorpH ciona, JIxeiK... CMOTpH.

Brnax#siit Bexsiun 6o, keiiK NONbITaiCcs OTBECTH
B30IAN U He cMor. Ha MrHOBeHUE CTpesiKy ITOKa3ajnoch,
YTO NApHHUIIKY Cefyac pa30pBET Ha YaCTH — HO HE TEJIOM,
a pasyMoM. Ero ri1a3a 3akaTiwinCh, OCTAIMCH BUIHBI JIMLIb
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Oenku. A motom JIxeiik ynan. Ero obMsaKinee Tejio ruiaB-
HO 0CeJIO Ha 3eMJ1I0, OIHA PyKa MOYTH KOCHY/IaCh KaMEH-
Horo airaps. CTpesioK ONYCTWICS Ha OOHO KOJIEHO H B35U1
IIxeitka Ha pyku. Manbyuk GbUI Ha YOUBIEHHE JIETKUM;
3a BpeMsl MX HOJITOro MyTH MO TYCTEIHE OH BBICOX, KaK
JIUCT B HOs1Ope.

Ponann 6ykBaibHO (PH3MYECKH OMYTHI, KaK AyX,
obMTaIoLIMii B KAMEHHOM Kpyre, 3aMeTaJICsi B PEBHUBOM
rHeBe — y Hero oToopanu no6ervy. Kak ToisKo cTpeiok
BbILLEN W3 Kpyra, 3TO OyicTBO 6€CIUTOOHON PEeBHOCTH
pa3oM ucyesno. OH orHec [Ixeitka o6paTHO B-Jarephb.
K ToMy BpeMeHH cynopoxHoe 6ecriaMsaTCTBO MATbYMKa
CMEHIIOCh KPEMKHUM CHOM.

CTrpeioKk Ha MrHOBEHHeE 3aMep Hall CephIMY OCTaHKa-
MM BHIrOpeBlliero xocrpa. JIyHHRIif CBET, OMBIBAIOILMIA
Jmuo Jkeiika, CHOBa HAalIOMHIJI €MY O CBSITOM M3 LIEPKBH,
O HeBe#OMOil rHncoBoit YyucToTe. OH OOHAI NapHUIOKY
TOKpEITYe ¥ HEJOBKO YMOKHYJ €ro B LIeKy, BIpYr OCo-
3HaB, YTO JNIOOHT ero. XoTs, MOXET ObITh, JaXe He TaK.
Moxet 6biTb, OH NMOMOGKN 3TOr0 MaILYHKA C MEPBOro
B3raaa (kak u Cio3aH Jlenbprano) 4 TONbKO Ternephb pa3-
peumn ce6e B 3TOM NMPU3HATHCS.

WU TyT eMy mOKa3anoch, YTO OH IMOYTH SBCTBEHHO
CILILTUT CMeX yesioBeka B yepHOM. OTKyna-To CBEpXy,
uU3anajgeka.

v

Ixeitk 3Ban ero. OT 3TOro CTPENOK U NPOCHYJICH.
Buepa HOYBIO OH KPENMKO-HaKPEIKO NPHBA3AJ NapHUII-
KY K OTHOMY M3 OvDKaiIinX KyCcTOB, M MUILYMK, HaBep-
Hoe, ucryrancst. M K TOMy Xe HaBepHAKA XOTeNl eCTb.
Cyns no conHiry, 6uUTO YXe TOYTH AEBATh TPHALAT,
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-— 3ayeM BbI MeHs NpuBs3au? — cnpocu Jxeik ¢
o0MIoii, XOraa CTpeJIOK pa3Bs3all TYroi y3ej Ha IOMo-
He. — S xe He cobupacs or Bac yoeratb!

— He cobupancs, a Bce-taku ybexair. — CTpesioK
YABRIGHYJICS, KOTla Y MapHUIIKH BBITSHYJIOCH JIMLIO. —
Ipnuuiock BcTaBaTh M GexaTb 3a TOGoit. Thl xomui
BO CHE.

— IlpaBna? — HemoBepuMBO nepecrnpocu Jxenk. —
Huxorzaa paHbiie Takoro He Ae...

CTpesioK KMBHYI, BHITALUIMJ U3 KApMaHa 4YeJloCTh U
nonHec ee K nuuy Ixeiika. ToT oTnpsiHyn, 3aKpbIBLIKCH
PYKaMH.

— Bot Brauub?

MalbuMK, CMyTHBIIMCh, KHBHYII.

— A yT0 ciryyunocs?

— Ceiftyac y Hac HeT BpeMeHH Ha pa3roBopbl. MHe
HyXHO Oyzaer yiiTu. MoxeT ObITh, Ha BeCb IeHb. Tak 4TO
CIIymai MeHs, Manbii. 310 BaxXHo. Ecnu s HE BEpHYCh
0 3aKarTa...

Ha ymvuie JIxeiixa npoMebKHY CTpax.

— Bnl Mens 6pocaere!

CTpeJioK TONBKO NMPHUCTAILHO NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro.

— Her, — cka3an JIxeitk. — Kaxercs, HeT. Eciu G5l
BEIL XOTeJIH MeHA 6pPOCHUTD, BBl Obl JaBHO MEHSA OPOCWIN.

— Hy Bort, Bunuub. Thl ¥ cam Bce MOHKMaeUlb. A Te-
neps Cayuait, ¥ ciywai BHuMatenbHo. Ceityac s yitny,
a Thl OCTaHelubCst 3nech. M HUKyNa OTCIOAa He YXOOU.
Y10 6Bl HH CITYYHIIOCH, HE YXOOU C 3TOM NOMSAHBL. A €ClIH
BAPYT Th IOYYBCTBYeNlb ITO-TO CTPAHHOE... YTO-HUOYAb
MONO3PHUTENILHOE. .. IPOCTO BO3bMU 3TY KOCTb U HE BHIITY-
CKaif U3 pyx.

HenasucTs U oTBpaleHue Ha iuue JIxeiika cMela-
JIMCh C. KAKMM-TO HEMOHATHLIM CMYLIEHUEM.

— Her, s He cMorYy... HE CMOTY.
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— CMmoxews. [Npunerca cMous. K ocobeHHO nocne
MONyINHS. DTO OYeHb BaXXHO. Eciiu npuaeTcs B3sTh KOCTb,
y Te6s1 MOryT BO3HUKHYTb BCAKHE HENPHUATHBIE OLILyLe-
Husa. Hanpumep, rosioBa 3a00nuT WM OyaeT TOLHUTD.
Ho 310 6eicTpo nposinet. Tol NOHN?

— Ja.

— UM bl coenaetb, KakK g ckasan?

— [Ja, Ho 3aueM BaM Kyla-TO MATH? — BCXIUIHYA
HOxeitk.

— INpocTo TaKk HyXHO.

Ctpenok BHOBb YJIOBWI B ria3ax Jxeiika clioBHO 6bl
orb/iecK cTany — 3aBOPaXHBAIOIIU M 3aralouHblit, KaKk
paccKka3s MajbuMKa Mpo HEBENOMBIH ropoj, riae JoMa Tak
BbICOKM, YTO WX BEpPXYLIKU B IIPAMOM CMbICJIE CJIOBa
cKpebyT no Heby. ManbuyuK HanmOMHMHaJI €My AaXe He
Karbepra, a AnaHa, ewe oaHOro ero GIM3KOro Apyra.
B omnnaue ot wytHuKa U 3aaupnl KatGepra AnaH Gbut
THUXHM M CKPOMHbIM. M Ha Hero Bcerza MOXHO 6LUIO
nonoxurtbes. 1 oH HUYero He Gosuics.

— Xopouo, — cka3an Jxeik.

CTpenoK oCTOpOXHO MONOXWI YeNIOCTh Ha 3eMIII0
PAINOM C OCThHIBUWIMM KocTpuiueM. OHa yxMbuIsach B
BLICOKO# TpaBe, TOUHO KaKoe-HMOYIb UCT/IeBILIEe HCKO-
naeMoe, KOTopoe CHOBa YBMIEJIO AHEBHOM CBET rocie
aonro U 6ecrpocBEeTHOI HOYM JUIMHOR B MATH THICAY
siet. JIxeik crapayicss Ha Hee He CMOTpeTh. JIMLO Maib-
4YuKa 6bUT0 GieAHBIM H HecYacTHHIM. CTpesokK Jaxe rno-
JXyMaJi, MOXeT ObITb, YCHITUTh NapeHbKa U pacCIPOCHTh
ero 060 BCeM, UTO CIIyYWIOCh C HUM B Kpyre KaMHeit, HO
TOTOM paccyanl, YTO OH HEMHOTIOro 3TuM Aobsercs. OH
U TaK yXe 3HaJl, YTO OyX M3 Kpyra KaMHe#, BHE BCAKMX
COMHEHMH, IEMOH H, BIIOJIHE BEPOATHO, OpaKyJ. [IleMOH,
JIMIIEHHBIA (opMBbl U TeNa, GecruloTHas ceKcyanbHas
aypa, HaJeJieHHasi JapoM siCHOBUIeHus. EMy BIpyr mo-
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IyMaJioch He 6e3 A3BMHKH, YX He Dyia i 310 CWibBUM
ITUTTCTOH, TOIt HEOOBATHOM TOJCTYXH, Ybe MEJIOYHOE
TOPralnlecTBO PETMIHO3HBIMU OTKDOBEHMSMM H TIPUBEJIO
K CTOJIb TParuIHo# passsa3ke B Tajure... HO HeT. DTO He
CwibBus. KaMHM Kpyra IbllIaji APEBHOCTbIO — OHU
orpaxnajim o6UTaIuile 1eMOHa, 0603HaYeHHOE 3a00JIr0
IO Hayajia UICTOpHM 3Toro Mupa. CylecTBo B Kpyre —
IpeBHee... U KoBapHoe. Ho cTpesiok 3Han, KaKk roBOPUTh
C OpaKyJIOM, U ObUT yBepeH, YTO MAIBYUKY He MpUIeTcs
BOCIOJNB30BaTbCAA KOCTAHBIM MOIO, oGeperoM. 'osoc 1
pa3yM npopoyHLE OYAYT 3aHATH UM, CTpelkoM. bosee
9eM. A eMy HYXXHO BbIBEIaTh KO€-4TO, HECMOTPS Ha BECh
PHCK... a pUCK ObLT, ¥ HeManbiit. U Bce-Taku panu JIxei-
Ka, paiy ce6s1 caMoro eMy HY>XHO ObLTIO JOOBITH 3TH CBe-
HJeHusA. Bo 4To 6l TO HM cTaNo.

CrpeJtok OTKpBUI CBOM KHCET U, MOPBIBILIHCH B Taba-
Ke, JOCTaJI KPOLUCYHBIH IpeIMeT, 3aBepHYThI B OOPBIBOK
6esroit 6yMaru. OH NOKaTal ero B NajibLiax, KOTOPhIX yXe
OuYeHb CKOpO He Oyner, U pacCestHHO B3MJISIHYN Ha Hebo.
IToToM pa3BepHyN OyMaXKy M MU3BJIEK COAEPXHUMOE —
MaJIEHbKYI0 6ely10 TabIeTKy ¢ MOOGTEpLIMMUCS 3a MOAbI
CTPaHCTBUNA KpasiMH.

JIxeiK c 1I0GOMBITCTBOM B3IJISHYN Ha Hee.

— 310 yro?

CTpesIoK M3nan KOPOTKHiA CMELLIOK.

— Kopr yacTo pacckaspiBal HaM JIEFe€HAY O TOM, KaK
HIpeBHMe 60rv pemuIM 1noccarb Haj MyCThIHEH — U TaK
TOMYYWICS MECKAJIMH.

JIXeHK 03aMa9eHHO HaXMYPHIICS.

— 3710 TaKoe CHano6be, — MOCHWI cTpeiok. — Ho
He U3 TeX; KOTOphle YCHIUIAIOT. A Takoe, KOTOpoe, Ha-
o6Goport, B36anpusaer. Henaponro.

— Kak JICHI, — cxa3ajg MaIbYHK, H €ro B3I CHOBA
CTaJI 03aHaYeHHEIM.
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— A YTO 3T0? — CITPOCHJI CTPEJIOK.

— 51 He 3Halo0, — oTtBeTHn [Ixeik. — IIpocro cioBo
BCILTbUIO. DTO, HABEPHOE, OTTYAA... HY, Bbl IOHUMAaeTe.
Orryaa, 4To ObUIO paHbllle.

CTpesiok KMBHYJ. HO BCce-TaK OH COMHeBasics. OH
HMKOTAA He C/bIXasl, YTOOb MecKanuH HaspiBamm JICI.
3T10ro He GbUTO NaXe B APEBHUX KHHUraXx MapreHa.

— A 3710 BaM He noBpenut? — crnpoci Jxeik.

— 1o cHX nop He BPeaHJIO, — YKJIIOHYHBO OTO3BAJICH
CTPENOK M MOHSL CaM, YTO €ro OTBET NPO3BYyYasl HE 0CO-
GeHHO yOeauTenbHO.

— MHe 310 He HpaBuTCH.

— He Gepu B ronosy.

Crpenok onycTHaCs Ha KOPTOYKH, OTXIEOHYJI BOIBI
U3 6ypatoka 1 npor;ioTui Tabnetky. Kak Bcerna, peakumst
HaCTYNWIa MTFHOBEHHO: POT, Ka3aJioCh, MepernoiIHWICS
cJIoHOM. CTpesiok ycencsi nepel MOTyXIHM KOCTPOM.

— A Koraa 37a TabseTka moaeicTBye1? — CIpOCHI
JIxenk.

— He cpa3y. [ToMonyu noka, nagHo?

W Oxeiik 3amonyan. OH cuaes THXO, U TOJILKO B €10
HaNnpsOKEHHOM B3IJIsile YMTAJIOCh HENpPHUKPHITOE MOA0-
3peHuUe, MOKa OH Habmonal, Kak CTPE/IOK COBEpLIaeT CBOH
HECNEWHDbI! pUTYall: YUCTHUT PEBOJIbBEDEI.

Crpenok yopan peBosibBepbl B KOOYpEI.

— Cuumu pybaluxy, JIxeiK, 1 faii ee MHe.

JIxe#K ¢ ABHOH HEOXOTOi — MOXeT ObITb, OH CTEC-
HSUICS CBOMX BBIITMPAIOLINX pebep — CTAHY Yyepe3 rojio-
BY BBUIMHSBLUYIO py6allKy ¥ npoTaHyn ee Ponanny.

CTpenok nocTal UroiKy, KOTOPYIO BCerna HOCHI IPH
ce6e B GOKOBOM 1lBe J)KMHCOB, NNOTOM HUTKH — M3 ITy-
CTOM sAYEHKM B MATpPOHTalle — M NMPHHSICA 3alllMBaTh
IJIMHHYIO NpopeXy Ha pyKase pyoaiuku. IToroM OH BepHYN
py6axy JIXeiKy ¥ TyT Xe MOYyBCTBOBAI, YTO MECKAIHH
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HaYMHaeT AeICTBOBATD: XEJTYAOK CTAHYJO, a BCE TEJIO KaK
OGyATO CBEJIO CYNIOPOTOH.

— MHe nopa, — cKas3aJ OH, NIOAHUMAACh Ha HOTH.

Manb9uk ToxXe NPUIIOAHAICA; IO €ro JIMLY NMpoLwia
TeHb O6ecroKoiCTBa, a MOTOM OH cel 06paTHO.

— BhBI Tam nmoocTopoxHee, — ckasan oH. — IToxa-
Jy#cra.

— He 3a6n1Baii Ipo YETIOCTD.

TIpoxomst MMMO, CTPEJIOK TMOJIOXKH PYKY Ha roJIOBY
IIxeitKy ¥ noTpenai ero 1o CBETIbIM, LIBETA CO3pPEBAI0-
meit KyKypy3n BojiocaM. McnyraBminch coGCTBEHHOTO
MOpHIBa, CTPENIOK KOPOTKO XOXOTHYJ. JXeitk cMoTpei
€My BCJIe[l C TPeBOXHOM yNBIGKOIT — CMOTpeI, roka crpe-
JIOK He CKPBUICS U3 BUIY B CIUIETEHMH UB.

\)

C1penoK HampaBWICs K KPYTY KaMHei, OCTAHOBMB-
IUCh BCEro JIMIb pa3, 4T00bl HANMUTBhCA MPOXJIAnHOH
BOIH M3 pyubsd. CKIIOHMBIUMCH K BOZ€, OH YBUIEN CBOE
OTpaXeHWe B KPOIIeYHOH 3aBoaM, 06paMIEHHOM MXOM
H IUIaByYHMH JIMCTaMM KyBIUIMHOK; Ha MUT CTPEJIOK 3aMep,
3a4YapoBaHHO I Ha ce6s1, Kak Hapuwucc. Ero co3Hanme
yXKe Havajio IepecTpanuBaThCs, TEYEHUE MBICIIEH 3aMen-
JIWJIOCh, IIPEON0JIeBast, Ka3a/I0Ch, BO3POCLLIYIO MHOIO3HAaY-
HOCTb KaXAOT0 ITOHATHS, KAXKIOIr0 MMITYJTECa BOCITPUSTHSA.
Bemu Bapyr o6penu LIyGMHY H BECOMOCTD, TpeXIe Co-
KpoiTee. CTpesioK NMOMEMIWI ellle MTHOBEHHE, TIOTOM
MONHSUICA ¥ BIJIANENCS B cIuieTeHue MB. CKBO3b BETBH
CTpYWICS CBET COJIHIIA — 30JIOTUCTBIN ¥ GYITO COTKAHHBIA
43 bUIMHOK. CTpEIOK NMOCTOSUI ITapy CeKyHJ, HaGmonas
33 IUTSACKOHN: MBUIMHOK M KPOIIEYHBIX MOLNEK, a NOTOM
MomIeNn Jajblue.
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IIpexne 310 cCHano6be YACTEHBKO €r0 pa3mpaxaio:
€ro «3r0», CJIMIIKOM CWIbHOE (2 MOXET, elle ¥ CIMIMKOM
MPHMHUTHUBHOE), He MOJTy4aJio YAOBOJILCTBUS OT TOr0, 9TO
€ro 3aTeHSUTH, OTONBUIAIH HA 3aMHMI TUIaH, Oejiasd MHU-
HIeHBIO 1 6oJiee YyTKHX, 60/1ee TPOHMKHOBEHHBIX 3MO-
LIMIf — OHM IIEKOTAJIM €ro, Kak KOmaYbH YChl, M €ro 3T0
6ecuno. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy Gbi10 criokoitHo. Y 310 66UT0
XOPOLLIO.

OH BbILLIEN HA MOJSIHY, BCTYITWI B KPYT M BCTAJl TaM,
MO3BOJIMB CBOMM MBIC/SIM Te€Yb CBOGOAHO. J1a, Teneps OHO
HaBHranoch GbicTpee, HacToyMBee U Xecrye. TpaBa
pe3ana Iy1a3 cBoeif 3eNIeHb10; Ka3aloCh, CTOMT TOJILKO KOC-
HYTBCS €€ pYKOif, U pyKa ToXe OKpacHTCs B 3eJieHulil. OH
eJie caepXal LaJloB/IMBOe MCKyLLIEHHe — Nonpo6oBarh.

Ho npopuuarensHuua momgana. He 66u10 U cekcy-
AIbHOIr0 BO36YXIEHHS.

OH nogolien K anTapio ¥ 3aCTbU Ha MTHOBEHHE TepeX
TUIOCKHUM KaMHeM. MBICTH nyTajlKCh. 3yObl BO pTY OLLY-
HIATHCh KaK YTO-TO NHUUIHEEe, 9yXKEepOOIHOe — CJIOBHO
KpOUICYHbIE MOTWIbHbIE KAMHH B PO30BOM BIaXHOH! 3eM-
Jie. Mup HanoJTHWICA CBETOM, CIMLIKOM Pe3KHUM M SPKHM.
Crpenok B306pasica Ha anrapp M Jier Ha ciuHy. Ero co-
3HaHME MPEeBpPaTUIOCh B ApeMyuHe neOpH, MBICIH — B
NMPHUYYIUTMBBIE PACTEHMsI, KOTOPLIX OH B XXM3HU He BHIEN
M AaXe He NMono3peBall, YTo Takhe OBIBAIOT: rycToe CIule-
TeHue MB Ha Geperax MecKaMHOBOro pyybsi. He6o crano
BOJO¥, U OH Bocrapwi Hax Heil. OT oxHO¥ 3TOH MBICIU
TOJIOBAa y HEro 3aKpyXmuinach, HO €ro 310 yXe He TpeBo-
XKWIO.

EMy BOpyr BCHOMHIWIHCH CTPOYKM U3 OXHOIO CTapHH-
HOI'O CTUXOTBOPEHMUS, Ha 3TOT pa3 — He JETCKME CTHIIKH,
HeT. Ero Mama Gosutach Bcex 3eimit 1 Hen3bexHoH no-
TpeGHOCTH B HUX (Kak Gosutack oHa ¥ Kopra, 1 ero 06s-
3aHHOCTH OWMTb MaIbYMILEK). DTH CTUXH AOLUIH JO HHX
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M3 OXHOTO U3 YOeXHUIl M3HHH K ceBepy OT NCThIHU, e
JIIOIU BCE elIle XMBYT B OKpPY>KEHHH MEXaHU3MOB, KOTOpbIE
B OCHOBHOM He paGoTaloT... a Te, YTO paboTaloT, HHOrAa
moxwupaloT Jopeit. CTpOKU KPY>XHWIMCh B CO3HAHUU, Ha-
NOMHHasA eMy — 6e30 BCAKOI CBsi3u, KaK 3TO BCEraa u
6BIBacT NMpH MECKAIMHOBOM HAaIUIbIBE — O CHEXMHKax
BHYTPH CTEKJITHHOIO LiIapa, KOTOPLIi1 ObL1 Yy HEro B AeT-
CTBe, TAKOH TaUHCTBEHHBIMN, MMOJIyCKa30YHBIW LUAp:

Tyna 3aKka3aH JI00AM BXO/.
Tam, 3a npenenoM YepHbIX BOA, —
I'ny6uHH ana...

B nepeBbsx, HABHCAIOILMX Hajl AJITApEM, MPOCTYNAIH
Jmua. Kak 3ayapoBaHHBIM, OH OTpELIEHHO CMOTpeJ Ha
HHUX: BOT APAKOH, M3BMBAIOLLUMIICA U 3ejI€HbIi, BOT Ape-
BeCHass HUM(a ¢ MaHAIIMMH pPyKaMU-BeTBAMHU. BoT Xu-
BO#t gepen, pacruisiBalolmiics B yxMmbuike. JIuua. Jinua.

BHe3anmHo TpaBa Ha ITOJIIHE 3aTpeneTana, CKIIOHWIACh.

A udy.

A udy.

CMyTHOe BOJTHEHMeE B ITyOMHax ero ruioT. «He cnunu-
KOM JI1 JaeKo A 3amen?» — yCIen elie noagyMaThb CTpe-
JoK. Ot pymucroit TpaBel Ha CriycKe, rie OHHM JIeXaTH
co Cio3aH, — BOT [0 TaKOroO.

OHa npiokanach K HEMy: TeJIo, COTKaHHOE U3 BeTpa,
Ipyab — M3 CIUIETEHUA apOMATOB XXaCMHHA, XXMMOJIOCTH
M po3.

— ITpopouecTByit, — cka3an oH. Bo pty nosswics
[IPOTUBHBIN MeTa/UIMYecKuil mpuBKyc. — Ckaxu Bce, YTO
MHE Hajo 3HaTh.

B3gox. Tuxuit Bexymn. IINOTh CTpesika HanpATiach,
3aTBepaena. JInna CKJIOHUIMCh K HEMY M3 JIMCTBBI, a 3a
HWMH BUIHEINCH TOPHl — CypOBEIE M 0€3XaJIOCTHRIE, C
OCKaJICHHBIMH 3y0aMH -BepIIUH.
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Teno, npwibHyBLIEe K HeMY, BAPYT 3aep3ao, MbTa-
SICh €ro No60opoTh. OH NOYYBCTBOBA, KaK €ro pyKH CaMH
CXHMAIOTC B Kylaku. OHa Hacsiaia eMy BuneHue. Ilpu-
ouia K HeMmy B o6iuke Cio3ad. 910 Clo3aH [lenprago
Jlexaia ceifuac Ha HeM. Cro3aH, NpejiecTHas AeByIIKa Y
OKHA, KOTOpas XJiajia ero B 3a6polLIeHHOM XIDKHHE Iyp-
ToBIUMKA Ha CnycKe — Xnajia, paCImyCTHUB BOJIOCHI IO
cnuHe u ruieyam. OH oTBepHyJca. Ho ee nnilo BHOBB
0Ka3aJioCh Y Hero nepej rjiasaMu.

Po3vi, acumonocms u HcacmuH, npouinozo0Hee CeHo...
3anax arobeu.

Jo6u mens.

— Ilpencka3sbiBaii, — cKa3aj OH. — Y roBopH rpaBmy.

— Iloxcanyiicma, — nnakana npopouuua. — ITovemy
mu makoii xon00Huiit? 3dec 6ce20a mak xon00Ho...

PyKH CKONb3WIH NO TeJy CTpeJKa, Ipa3HWIH €ro,
pa3xuranu oroHb. TaHynu. [NoarankuBany. YBIeKalu.
ApoMaTHasi uepHas 1uesb. BnaxHas, Terias...

Her. Cyxas. XononHas. Meprsas 1 6ecruionHas.

— Cxcaavca, cmpenok. O noxcaayiicma. Ilpoury me6s.
Ymonsio 0 munocmu! Cxcanves!

— A TbI ObI CXaTMIach Hal MaJIbBYUKOM?

— Kakoit ewe manvuux ?! He 31a10 2 HUKAKO20 Manb4u-
Ka. Manvuuxu mue ne Hyxcrol. JToxcanyiicma. S npowsy.

Xacmun, posvi, acumonocme. Ilpounozodnee cexo, 20e
elye menaumcs dyx nemrezo kaeeepa. Macno, npoaumoe u3
dpeerux ypH. Bynm naomu.

— IloroM, — cka3ai oH. — ECiH T0, 9TO TH CKaXe b,
KaK-TO MHE NPUTOAMTCS.

— Ceituac. IToxcanyicma. Celiuac.

OH no3BOJIW CBOEMY CO3HAHHIO PaCKpHIThCA Nepen
Hell, HO TONBKO — CO3HaHMIO, pa3syMy, KOTODEIH e€CTh
TIOJIHast POTHBONOJIOXHOCTB YyBCTBaM. Tejlo, HaBKCalo-
miee Hall HUM, BHE3AITHO 3aCThUIO H CJIOBHO OH 3aKpHda-
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J10. Ero Mo3r npeBpaTiicsa B KaHaT, Cepblif U BOJIOKHH-
CThIf — M KaXnaplit Kak OyITO TAHY/ TOT KaHAT Ha cebsl.
Ha HecKONbKO HONTMX MrHOBEHHMI UCYE3IH BCE 3BYKH,
KpPOMe THXOrO ABIXaHMs CTPEJIKa M JIETKOro NyHOBEHMS
BETpa, OT KOTOPOTO JIMLIA B JIUCTBE APOXAIH, CTPOWIH
POXH, MOAMUTHBAIH eMy. Jlaxe NTHUBI YMOJIKIIH.

Ee xBarka ocna6na. CHoBa pa3fanuch pblIaHUS M
B3n0oxu. HyxHo nelicTBoBaTh OLICTPO, MHAY€ OHA YHAET,
HM0O0 OCTaThCS TENEPh 03HAYACT ISl HEE 0CJIaGHYTh, ONSATD
pacTBOPHTHCA B GecrutoTHOCTH. [To-cBoeMy, MOXET ObITb,
ymepeTb. OH yXe YyBCTBOBaJI, KaK OHa OTCTYTIA€ET, YCKOJIb-
3aeT U3 Kpyra KamHeil. Betep BLIBOAMN Ha TpaBe Tpene-
LUYLIKe, IIEpeKOLIEHHBIE Y30Pbl.

— IIpopouecTByii, — cKa3aj OH ¥ CYpOBO 10GaBHII: —
U rosopu npasny.

Tsokenblid, ycransiit B3gox. OH Obl yXe ceifuac cxa-
JIWICA Hal Hei M BLIMOJIHWI ee nNpocb0y — ecnu 6bl He

JIxeiix. Ecnu 61 BY€pa HOYbIO CTPEJIOK ono3nan, Jxkeik
Ob1 661 MepTB. Mt cowesn 661 ¢ yMa.

— Tozoa cnu.

— Her.

— Toz0a npebuisaii e noaycHe.

To, 0 4yeM OHa mpociiia, — 310 66UT0 onacHo. Ho,
HaBepHoe, HeoOxoaumo. CTpesioK NOAHAN IN1a3a K JIMLIaM
B sicrBe. TaM IO npencTaBiieHue: Leaoe JeHCTBO eMY
Ha 3a0aBy. MuUpH BO3SHHMKaayM U PYLUWIUCh Y HEro Ha
ma3ax. Ha crensieM necke BbIpaCTaTyu HMIIEPUU — TaM,
i€ BeYHhle MEXaHU3MBI YCEPAHO TPYAWIKCD B MPHUIaAKe
HEHCTOBOIO 3JIEKTPOHHOro cymacuectBus. Vimmnepun
NPMXOAWIH B YAoK ¥ norn6anu. BpameHue Kosec, 9To
TPYAWIMCH GecuryMHO ¥ 6ecriepe60HHO, IOTUXOHbKY 33~
Memwsocs. Koseca yxe HauMHamM CKPUITETh M BU3XAaTb,
a NMOTOM OCTaHABIMBAIMCH HaBceraa. CTOYHbIe KaHaBhI
KOHIIEHTPHYECKMX YL, OGLIMTBIX INCTAMHK HEepXKaBelo-
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uiei ctany, 3aHOCHJIO MECKOM Mol TEMHEIONIMMH Hebe-
CaMH, MOJIHLIMM 3BE3/, YTO CBEPKATH, KaK POCCHITIH XO-
JIODHBIX KaMHeii-camoLBeToB. M CKBO3b BCE 3TO Heccs
BETEp — yMHUpAIOLLHMil BeTep NMepeMeH, MPONUTAHHBIK
3anaxoM KOpHLibl, 3al1aXxoM Mo3Hero okTa6psa. CTpesiok
Habnlonay, KaKk MEHSIETCd MHUpP, KaK MUD CIBHMIraeTcs C
MecTa.

B nonvcre.

~— Tpu. Bom wucao meoeii cydv6br.

— Tpn?

— Ma. Tpu — mucmuueckoe yucno. Tpoe cmoam 6 cpe-
domovuu maoezo noucka. Jlpyzoe uucno 6ydem nosace. A ceii-
Yac ux mpoe.

— Kr10 3111 TpOE?

— «Mbt nposudum auwb marvie yacmu, u mem myma-
HUMCA 3epKaio npedcKa3anui».

— l'oBopu BCe, YTO BUAMLIB.

— Iepavtit Monod, memrogonoc. Ceityac cmoum oH Ha
epanu zpabexca u ybuiicmea. Jemon ezo ocaxcdaem. Hma
demony — 'EPOHH.

— Y710 33 1eMoH? Sl TaKoro He 3HaI0.

— «Mbt nposudum auws Manvie yacmu, u memM myma-
Humca 3epkano npedckasanuii». Ecmo unsie mupbi, cmpe-
N0K, U uHble deMoHbl. Bodwt cuu enyboxu. CMompu énuma-
mensno. He nponycmu deepu. Hugu po3w u rewaiidenHvie
deepu.

— Kro BrOpOit?

— Bmopas. Ona nepedeuzaemca na xonecax. Bonvuie a
Hu4e20 He GUICY.

.— A Tpetmit?

— CMmepmb... Ho He m8os.

— Yenosek B yepHoM? I'ie on?

— OH padom. Yxce ckopo mui Gydeuwts ¢ HUM 2060pumb.

— O yem GyeM MBI rOBOPHTD?



178 CrtuseH Kunr

— O Bawe.
— Manbyuk? Ixeik?

= eee

— Pacckaxu MHe npo ManbyuKa!

— Manvuux — meou épama K yenogexy ¢ yepHom. Ye-
N08€K 8 YepHOM — meou epama K mem mpous. Tpoe — meoi
nymo k Temuoii bawme.

— Kak? Kak 3to 6yner? M noueMy MMEHHO TaK?

— «Muw nposudum auwe Manvie yacmu, u mem myma-
Humcs 3epkano...»

— Tsapp, npoxiaTas boroM.

— Hem 602a, komopuiii cnocober meHsa npoxascmb.

— OcTaBb 3TOT CBOl CHHCXOOUTENbHHIN TOH. TH,
TBapsb.

e

— Kak mHe 1e6s Ha3biBaTh? 3Be3nHas Lllnoxa? Io-
Tackyxa Berpos?

— Kmo-mo xcueem a10608b10, ymo ucxodum u3 dpeHux
meécm... dadxce meneps, 8 Imu MpavHvie, 3100HbIe 6DEMEHA.
A xmo-mo, cmpenok, acugem Kpoegvio. M daxce, kak 2 no-
HUMQAI0, KPOBbIO MANEHBKUX MANbYUKOE.

— Ero MoxHo cnactu?

.— la.

— Kak?

— Omcmynucs, cmpenox. Ceopauueaii ceoli aazepb U
yxo0u obpamHo Ha ceéepo-3anad. Tam, Ha ceéepo-3anade,
euje HyxCHY Al00u, UCKYCHble 6 cmpeasbe.

— A noxnsuics. [Toknsuics OTHOBCKHMU peBONbBEpa-
MH ¥ npenarenbcrsoM MapreHa.

— Mapmena 6onvwe nem. Yenoeex 6 uepHom noxcpan
e20 dywy. H mw amo 3naewss.

— A noxsnes.

— 3uayum, moi npoxkasm.

— Teneps nenait co MHO#M 4TO X0oyelb. Thi, cyka.
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Vi

TIbiKOE HeTepneHue.

TeHb HakpbLa ero, NornoTUiaa. BHe3anHsi# 3KcTa3,
YHHUUTOXEHHbI TOJILKO HAaIUTbIBOM raJlaKTUKH 001H, Ta-
KOii Xe sipkoii U 06eCCUNIEHHOI, KaK ApeBHUE 3BE3MHI,
Garposetouiue B konnance. Ha camoM nuke COUTHS €ro
00CTYNWIM NMua — HenpolleHbie, He3BaHble. CIIbBUA
ITutrcron. Anuc, xeHwuHa w3 Tawia. CiosaH. U eme
OKOJIO AIOKHUHbI NPYTHX.

W HakoHcu. cnycTsi LieNylo BEYHOCTb, OH OTTOJIKHYI
ee, BHOBb 00peTs ICHOCTb CO3HaHUA. OMmyCTOLIEHHBIA U
MPEUCNONHEHHbIH OTBPalLEHHS.

— Hem! 3mozo mano! 3mo...

— OTBSLXHMCb OT MEHS.

Crpenok pe3Ko pBaHyJICs, YTOObI CECTD, M €1Ba HE YTl
c antapa. OcTopoXHO BCTal Ha HOorM. OHa poGKo MpHKoC-
HYNaCh K HEMY (J1CacMuH, HCuMoa0cms, c1adocms po306020
Macaa), HO OH TPYGO ee OTTOJNKHYI, YTIaB Ha KOJICHH.

IToToM OH noaHsncs U, WATaACh KaK NbAHLL, HaNpa-
BMJICA K BHeLIHe# rpaHuue Kpyra. [lepectynun HeBumm-
MYIO YepTy ¥ OyKBaIbHO (PU3HYECKH OLLYTHT, KAK TSDKKUH
Ipy3 pa3oM CBaIWICA C rutey. CTpeNnoK COAPOrHYJCA M C
LIYMOM, NMOXOXWM Ha BCXJIHMII, BTAHYN B ceGs BO3MmyX.
Y Hero 6bU10 4yBCTBO, KaK 6yITO €ro OCKBEpHWIH, — WH-
TepecHO, OHO Toro ctowio? OH He 3HaI. Ho yxe oueHb
CKopo y3HaeT. OH y1ieJ1, He OrISIABBasACh, HO OH YyBCTBO-
BaJl Ha ceGe ee nmpUcTaabHbIH B3WIAA. OHa CTOsUIa nepen
KaMeHHO# pelleTkoi cBoeH TeMHHULIBI U CMOTpena, Kak
OH yxomuT. Y ckonbKo Tenepn et XaaTh, IOKA elme KTo-
HUOYIb He NpeomoJieeT NMYCTHIHIO H HEe HalIeT ee, H3ro-
JIOAAaBLIYIOCS ¥ OAMHOKY10. CTpeJIOK BAPYT NOYYBCTBOBAN
ce6st HHYTOXXHBIM KapIMKOM — IMepex rpOMafoit BpeMeHH,
NOJTHOIO HEMCIUCIHUMBIX BO3MOXHOCTEH,
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vil

— Bsi yT0, 3360M1€7TH?

JxelK rnmocrnemHo BCKOYMI, KOra CTpeJioK, ejie BO-
JIo9a HOTM, MPOIPAICHA CKBO3b IOCJIENHHUE 3apOCIH H
BRITIIEN K J1arepio. Bce 3o Bpems JIXxeitk mpocunen, crop-
GMBLIKCH, NIEpeN IMOTYXIIMM KOCTPOM, I€pXKa Ha KOJNIeHsAX
WCTJIEBIIYIO YETIOCTh, M C HECYaCTHBIM BHAOM OOraabi-
BaJI KOCTOYKM Kponuka. Tenepsb, yBuAeB CTpeJika, OH
6pOCHIICS eMy HaBCTpedy C TaKMM CTPalalbyeCKUM BhI-
paXeHHWeM JIMLIA, ITO CTPEJIOK Cpa3y Xe M B MOJHO Mepe
OIYTHI TSDKKOE, Mep3Koe GpeMsl NpeaaTenbCcTBa, KOTOpoe
eMy NpeICTOSUIO COBEPLINTE.

— Her. He 3a6onen. Ilpocto ycran. Bech BoIMOTA)I-
csi. — CTpeJioK yKa3aJl Ha YeNlocTb B pykax y JIxeika. —
A ee yxe MOXHO BHIKUHYTb.

JIkeWK TYT Xe OTLUBBIPHYJ KOCTb M BHITEP PYKH O
py6amky. Ero BepxHss ry6a 6e30T4eTHO NMPHUITOAHSLIACH
B XXYTKOBaTOM OCKaJie, HO CaM OH 3TOTO He 3aMeTHI.

Crpenok ceja — BepHee, YyTh JIM He PYXHyl1 — Ha
3emmo. CycraBhl JIoMHWIO oT Gonu. Mo3rn Kak Gyaro
pacmyxi. Mep30makoCTHOE OLIy1EeHUE — MECKAIMHO-
BRI «OTXOOHAK». MeXIy HOr yrHe3Owinach Tymnas, ImyJib-
cupylomas 6onb. OH cBepHYI cebe cCaMOKPYTKY — TILlIa-
TeNbHO, HETOPOILTHBO, GesmyMHo. JIXxeitk HaGmonan 3a
HUM. CTpeJioK YyTh GBUIO He MoAaCs UCKYLIEHHUIO pac-
CKa3aTh napeHbKy 000 BceM, 9TO y3HaJl OT OpaKyna, a
[IOTOM. IOTOBOPHTH C HUM AaH-TMH. Ho GeicTpo oro-
MHWICA M C YXaCOM OTKa3aJICA OT 3TOi MbICIH. OH Jaxe
3aj1aJIcs BOIIPOCOM, @ He YTPaTH1 JIX OH CerogHsA KaKylo-TO
9acTh Ce6s — 9aCTb CO3HAHMS Wik Xy1uH. OTKpbITh JIXKeH-
Ky CBO# pa3yM M CEpAUE H TOCTYNUTH IO PEUICHHIO pe-
6enxa? Kakas 6esymHas MbIC/b.
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— IlepeHouyeM 31ech, — CKa3ajl OH 9yTh NOroasl. —
A 3aBrpa noinem. S nomosxe cxoxy, nornpo6yio 4To-
HUOYIb NONCTPEINTL HaM Ha YXHH. HaM Hano HaGpats-
cs cui. A ceifyac 1 HeMHoro nocrumo. Xopouo?

— Hy xXoHeuHo. Bul BeIpyGaitTech, s TYT IOCTOPOXY.

— S He roHs1, YTO THI CKa3al.

— Cnure, ecH XOTHTE.

— Ara. — CTtpenok KMBHYN M yiiercss Ha TpaBy. Bu
BhIpybaiiTtech, MOBTOPHUN OH Tpo cebs. Bripybaiitec —
3TO KaK yMupaiirte.

Korna oH npocHyncs, TEHH Ha NOJASHE CTaH 3aMeT-
HO JUIHHHee.

— Thi naBait pa3oxru Koctep. — CTpenok NpoTaHyn
IDxeitKy KpeMeHb M Kpecano. — 3Haelllb, KaK MoJb30-
BaTbCA?

— Ila. I1o-MoeMy, 3Halo.

Crpenok oTnpaBwics K UBOBOH polle, HO 3aMep Ha
MOJITYTH, YCABIILAB, YTO FTOBOPHT MAJIBYMK. 3aCThUI, KaK
FPOMOM NOpPaXEHHbIMN.

— Hckpa, vickpa B TEeMHOTE, Iie MO¥ CHp, NOACKA-
Xewb MHe? — GopMOTal MIbYMK, YAApAS KpEMHEM O
Kpecano. Yuk-yux-yux — CII0OBHO YMPUKAHBE 3aBOMHOMK
MexaHHdecKkoi nTHuH. — Ycrowo s? [Iponany a? Ilycts
KOCTep rOpHUT BO MIJIE.

HasepHoe, oT MeHs yciTbia, MOXyMas CTPENoK M
BOBCE He YIUBWICA TOMY, YTO €r0 PYKM NOKPBUIMCH Iy-
CHHOM koxeit. Ka3aocs, ellie HEMHOIO — H OH 3a{pOXHT,
Kak npomoxkumit nec. Hy ma, or meHs. HasepHoe, 1,
KOTa pasXurain KocTep, pOoroBOpMI 3TO BCIYX, H caM
naxe He nomMH10. U MHe npuaercs ero npeaats?! Ipenars
3TOro moGporo yenopedka, B 3TOM HenoGpom Mupe?
M ecTb 1 9T0-TO, 9TO ONPABIAET TAKOE NPENATEHCTBO?

DTO NpOCTO CNIOBA.
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Ha, Ho xopourue. [ApesHue. Jo6pbie.

— PonaHn? — OKJIMKHYJ €ro MalbYMK. — Y Bac BCe
B nopsiake?

— Ma, — cKa3ajl OH, MOXeT ObITb, KaK-TO YX CJIHLI-
KOM pe3ko. JIo Hero yxe pojietaa 3anax asiMa. — Tl
JaBail pa3Boay Kocrep.

— Ara, — npoCTO OTBETWI MaJIbYUK, U PonaHa NoHsut,
Jaxe He OrIAABIBasACh Ha MapHHULIKY, YTO TOT y/biOacs.

Crpesiok He cTal YrIyOJIaThCs B 3apOCIiH, a IOBEPHYI
HaJeBo, orubas MBOBYIO polily Mo Kpaio. JJo6paBLIucs 10
OTKPBITOIO MeCTa — HeOOJbLIOro NMpUropka, rycro 3a-
POCILIEr0 TPaBOif, — OH OTCTYII B TEHb A€PEBLEB U 3a-
Mep. U3naneka ssBCTBEHHO JOHOCHJIOCH MOTPECKMBAHHE
koctpa. Ctpenox yasiGHyscs.

OH CTOsUT HEMOABUXKHO IecATh MUHYT. [1sTHaaUaTh.
JBaauats. Ha mpuropok BEICKOYMWIH TPH KpoJinka. Ctpe-
JIOK IOCTaJI PEBOJIbBEP, MOACTPEIIMI UX U TYT Xe Ha MeCTe
OCBEXEeBa M BhINOTpOLIWI. B Jlarepb OH BepHy’cs € ro-
TOBBIMM TyLIKaMM. [IxkellK yXe KUNATHA BOAy B KOTEJIKE
Haj, KOCTPOM.

CTpeJioK KMBHYJ MAJIbYHKY.

— Thl, CMOTpIO, NOTPYAMIICA Ha CNaBy.

JDxeik 3apencs OT ropIoCTH ¥ MOJTYa BEPHYJI CTpeJ-
KY OTHHBO.

Iloka MACO TYLIMNOCH, CTPEJOK BEPHYJICS B HBOBYIO
poly — racHYLUWI CBET 3aXOASILEro COJIHLA elle He
MoOMepK OKOHYaTeNbHO. OCTaHOBHBILKCH Y TEPBOM Xe
3aBOIM, OH HapyOWJ1 J1O3bl, HABKCAIOLICH Hal 3aLBETILEH,
MOKpHITON psicko# KpoMKoit Bonwl. [To3gHee, korma or
KOCTpa OCTaHyTCAl JHIUb THElolne yronbkKu U JKerk
YCHET, OH CIUIETET 3 Hee BEpeBKH, KOTOPhIE MOTYT TOTOM
npuroanThesi. OH, BIPOYEM, HE AyMaJl, YTO NpeaCTOSAIHA
noxseM OyAET TaKMM YX TPYAHBIM. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
€ro HarpaBJIsieT Ka, ¥ 3TO YK€ HE Ka3a0Ch CTPAaHHKIM.
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Korza oH Bo3Bpalia’iics Barepb, rae xaan ero Jpkeik,
Ccpe3aHHas j103a y Hero B pykax MCTeKajla, KaK KpOBblO,
3eJIeHBIM COKOM.

OHM NOIHANUCHL BMECTE C COJIHLIEM -H COOpaINCh 3a
nomiaca. CTpesiok Hajesuics IMONCTPEJIMTD €lie OTHOro
KPOJIMKA Ha JIyTY, HO BPEMEHH GbLIO Malo, a KPOIHMKH
YTO-TO HE TOPONWJIMCh [TOKA3bIBATHCA. Y3€Ji C OCTaBIIEiH-
Csl Yy HMX TNPOBHU3HEl CTan Tenepb TAKUM JIETKHM H Ma-
JIeHbKMM, uTO naxe [Ixeitk mor HecTH ero 6e3 Tpyaa. OH
3aKaJIWICA M OKpeIl, 3TOT MaTb4KK; 3aMETHO OKpeEIL.

Crpenok Hec 6YpAIOKH C Bomoil — cBexeit BOMOiA,
HabpaHHoIt 13 pyybs B pouie. TpH BepeBKH, CIUIETCH-
HbIE U3 J103bl, OH 06BsA3aN BOKPYT nosica. UM npuimwiocs
IaTb XOPOLIHi1 KPIOK, YTOOGBI 0GOHTH KpYr KaMHeH cTo-
POHO# (CTpenoK onacaics, 4To NapeHbKa CHOBa OXBa-
THUT CTPaX, HO KOrZla OHYU NPOXOAHJIH HaX OOUTAIHIIEM
OopaKyJjia o KaMEHUCTOMY CKJIOHY, JIXelK Iuiib MH-
MOXOJOM B3IJIAHYJ BHU3 M TYT Xe NMPUHAJCA paccMa-
TPUBATh NTHLY, NapsLILYIO B BHILKHE). Bckope nepesbst
Hayaay NMOTHUXOHLKY peneth U Meapuyarb. UCKpHBIEH-
HEI€ CTBOJIbI TPUTHOATHCH K 3eMJIe, 38 KOPHH, Ka3aJIoCh,
HacMepTb 60pOIUCh C MOYBOM B MYYHUTEJIBHBIX MOHCKAX
BJIaTH.

— 3aech BCce TaKoe CTapoe, — XMypo cKasan JIxeHk,
KOrla OHU OCTaHOBWJIMCH NepedoxHyTb. — Heyxenu
34ech, B 3TOM MHpe, HET HHYero MoJIoAoro?

Crpenok yrspGHyNACS ¥ TOATONKHYN JIKeiKa IOKTEM.

— Th1, HanpuMep.

IDxeitk ynuIGHyCA, HO KaK-TO GNexHoO.

— Tpymubiit Gyner nomxseM?

Crpesiok nornsaen Ha Hero ¢ JIOGOMBITCTBOM.

— 310 BhICOKME rophl. Kak TH Aymaelmnb, TpYAHBIH
Oyner mompem?



184 . CtuseH KuHr

Jxeix o3amayeHHO MOMIs[eN Ha CTpesKa.
— Her.
OHM ABHHYINCH HANBLIE.

vill

ConHue MOAHANIOCH A0 BBICLUEH TOYKH, HA CEKYHAY
3aBHCJIO B HeOE M, HE 3aIEPXaBLUIMCh HA HA CIMHBII MMT,
KaK 3T0 OLUIO B ITYCTBIHE, NEPEBAIMIIO Yepe3 3¢HUT, BO3-
Bpalnas ImyTelecCTBEHHMKaM UX TeHH. KaMeHHUCThIe BbI-
CTYIIBl CKaJl TOPYAIM U3 YXOOALUEH BBepX TBEPAH, KaK
NMOIOKOTHUKM BPBITHIX B 3€MJIIO THTAaHTCKUX Kpecell.
TpaBa onsaTh noxenrena U nNoxyxia. B KkoHLe KOHLIOB
OHM OKa3aJIuCh Tepel NIy6oKOo# paciieinHOi ¢ oTBeC-
HBIMHM CKJIIOHaMM, NperpaxnaBiueit gopory. UM npu-
LIJIOCh OOXOOMUTH €€ IOBEPXY, MO0 KOPOTKOMY JILICOMY
KpsiXy. JipeBHMIA TPaHUT ObLUT M3pe3aH MOPLLUMHHUCTHIMHU
CKJIaIKaMH, ITIOXOXHMM Ha CTYNeHH JiecTHULbI. Kak oHu
00a npexyyBCTBOBAIM, MOABEM 06€LL A OHITH HETPYAHLIM.
Ilo xpaitHeit Mepe Ha nepBoM aTane. OHM B306panuCh Ha
BEPIIMHY CKAJIbI, IOCTOSUIM HEMHOIO Ha KPYTOM OTKOCe
IMpUHOM ¢yTa deTsipe, LA BHU3, HA NYCTLIHIO, YTO
MOACTyTaNa K ropaM, oOHMMasi X, TOYHO rpoMagHas
XeJrras nana. Jlanslie OHa yXOAWIa 33 FOPU3OHT OCJIeITH -
TeJIbHBIM OeNIbIM LUIUTOM, Mcye3asi B TYMaHHbIX BOJIHAX
NoAHKWMaBIIerocs K HeGy xapa. Crpenka BOpYyr nopasu-
JIa MBICJIb, YTO 3Ta NYCTHIHA €Ba ero He y6uwia. OxHaKko
OTClO[a, ¢ BEPIOWHBI CKaJIbl, Tie ObUIO NMPOXJIagHO, My-
CThIHS Ka3aJach XOTA M BEJIMYECTBEHHOIf, HO BOBCE HE
-CTPaIIHO# — HE CMEPTOHOCHOM!.

HeMHOro nepenoxHyB, OHM NMPOAO/DKHIN BOCXOXIE-
HMe,; IpoOUpasich Yepe3 KAMEHUCThIE 3aBaJibl, KApabKasCh
10 HAKJIOHHBIM [UIOCKOCTSIM, YCESTHHBIM CBEpKaIOLUMMH
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BKpParuvleHMsIMM C/lioobl ¥ KBapua. KaMHH ObUIH PUATHO
TEIUIbIMU Ha OLUYIb, HO BO3XYX CAENAICS 3aMETHO Npo-
xnanHee. baroke x Beyepy CTpPeNIOK pacCbiiai, Kak [Ie-To
BIJIH, 10 TY CTOPOHY IOp, FPEMUT I'POM, HO 32 B3IbIMAIO-
eHcs rpoManoi ckain He GbUIO BUXHO HOXIS.

Koraa TeHH cTanu oKpalmBaThCs B MYPITyPHBIE TOHA,
OHM ¢ JIXxeitkoM pa30wiu narepb Mojx HAaBUCAIOLIMM Ka-
MEHHBIM BLICTYNOM. CTpesIoK 3aKpemmi MOTIOHY CBEPXY
Y CHM3Y, COOpYAHB HEUTO Bpone HaBeca. OHM yCeNtuCh y
BXOJa B 3Ty HMIPOBH3HMPOBaHHYIO NaNaTKy, Habmonas,
KaK ¢ HeGa Ha 3eMJII0 OIMYyCKAeTCs Moyior Houu. JIkeHk
cBecw Hori Hax o6peiBoM. CTpenoK CBEpPHYJI CBOIO Be-
YEPHI0I0 CAaMOKPYTKY H, XHTPOBATO NMPHILYPHBILHKCH, 110-
rasnen Ha Jxeiika.

— Bo cHe He BepTHCb, — CKa3aJl OH, — HHaYe PUCKY-
€LIb NMPOCHYTLCS B any.

— He 6yny, — 6€3 TeHM ynbIOKM oTBeTIII JIKEHK. —
Mawma rosopurt... — OH 3anHyJcs.

— W yT0 roBoput TBOA MaMa?

— YT0 9 crutio KaK YOuThIit, — 3aKOHYKI JDKeHK.

OH norisiaen Ha CTpeJiKa, ¥ TOT 3aMETHJI, YTO Y MaJib-
YMKa APOXAT ryObl, U OH U30 BCEX CWI NMBITAETCS CACPXATh
cnesbl. Bee2o auwb manvuumwika, NOgyMai CTpeJIOK, ¥ 6OJIb
MpOH3WwiIa ero, 6YyATo HOX WA KOJKH Jbaa. Tak, ciry4ya-
€TCsl, JIOMUT J1I06, KOria IIOTHeLIb CTYAeHOM) Boaml. Bce-
20 auws manvyuwra. Ilouemy? Tmynniit Borpoc. Korna
Kakoi-HHOYIb MaTbUMK, YA3BJICHHBIA (PH3UYECKH WIH
HylIeBHO, 3alaBajll TOT Xe camuiif Bonpoc Koprty, 3Ta
IpeBHss, U3pLITas lipaMaMy 60eBas MallMHa, Ybeil pa-
60T0i1 6bUIO YYHTb CHIHOBEMH CTPEJIKOB OCHOBaM TOTO, YTO
MM HYXHO 3HaTb B XU3HH, OTBeYall TaK: «Iloyemy — 310
KOPSIBOE CJIOBO, U €I0 YXe He paclpsAMMTb... TaK YTO HH-
KOTZa He CrpauIuBail novemy, a mpocro BcTaBail, HeO-
ymok! Berapait! Briepenu elne LEbIit AeHb.
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— Mouemy s 3necs? — cnpocun Ixeitk. — IToyemy
5 3a6bUT BCe, YTO GLUTIO IO 3TOrO?

— IToroMmy yTO crofa TeOs nepeTaru YeJIoBeK B Yyep-
HOM, — CcKas3aJ cTpesioK. — U eue u3-3a bawnu. bawns
CTOMT... HAa 9Y€M-TO BPOJE... SHEPreTHYeCKoro yana. Tosb-
KO BO BPEMEHH.

— 51 He noHUMaIoO.

— i Toxe, — npu3Hancs crpenok. — Ho yro-To Ta-
Koe mpousomwno. U npopoimkaercs no cux nop. Ipsamo
ceitgac. «<MHUp CABMHYACS C MeCTa»... KaK MbI Temnepb
FOBOPHM M BCEraa roBopwin. «Mup caiBuHysCA»... Tonb-
KO Ternepb OH cABUraeTcs 6uicTpee. YTo-To CITyynnocs co
BpeMeHeM. OHO pa3MsAryaeTcs.

IToroM oHu monro cuaeny momva. Berepok — cna-
6GeHbKM, HO CTYNEHBI!t — BepTeJicsl y HUX MOJ HOraMi,
IJTYXO BBUI [Ie-TO B FOPHO# pacliesnHe, BHU3Y: y-y-y-Y.

— A BHI caMH 0TKyza? — cnpochut JIxkenk.

— M3 Mecra, Kotoporo Ooinbiie Het. Thl 3Haellb
BubGimio?

— Hncyc u Mowuceit. A kak xe!

Crpenox ynuOHyncs:

— ToyHo. Mos 3emist Hocwia Gubneiickoe UM —
Hosuiit XanaaH. Tak oHa Ha3blBajachb. 3eMJIsi MOJIOKA H
mena. B tom 6uOneitckom XaHaaHe BUHOTpaIHbIe FPO3Mbs
ObUTH TAKMMH GOJIBILMMHM, YTO WX NPUXOAWIOCH BO3UTH
Ha TeJleXKax. Y Hac TakuXx, npaBja, He BHIpacTano, HO
BCE PaBHO 3TO ObUla 3aMeyYaTelIbHas 3eMJIs.

— S eme 3Halo npo Onucces, — HEYBEPEHHO BBIMOJI-
i JIxeitk. — OH TOXE M3 BrGnun?

~— Moxer GBITh, — OTO3BANCA CTPENIOK. — S He 0co-
6eHHO Xopolo 3Halo bubnmo.

— A npyrue... Bl Opy3b4...

— Hpyrux Her. 1 — nocneaHuit.
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B HeGe yxe nonHUMaNCs TOHEHbKMII cepIl yObIBalO-
wei gyHbl. JlyHa Kak OyATo rasgena, NpUOyPHBIIKCH,
BHM3 Ha CKaJibl, T1€ CUAETY CTPEJIOK U MATbYHK.

— Tam 65110 KpacHBo... B Bailleif cTpaHe?

— OueHb KpacMBO, — pacCesiHHO OTO3BAJICS CTpe-
Jok. — Ilons, neca, peku, yrpeHHuit TyMaH. Ho MaTym-
Ka, MOMHIO, BCceraa roBopuia, YTo 3TO TOJIbKO KpacHBO,
HO BCE-TaKW HE MpPeKPacHO... YTO TONILKO TPH BeIIM Ha
CBETE NpeKpacHbl MO-HACTOALIEMY: NMOPANOK, JII0GOBb
U CBeT.

Ixeik u3nan Kakoi-To HeonpeaeAeHHBIH 3BYK.

Ctpesiok MoJiya Kypwi, BCMOMHHAsi O TOM, KaK BCe
3T0 GbU10: HOuM B rpomagHoM BonbiioM 3aie, cOTHH
6oraTo oneTbix GHIyp, KpyXalliUXcs B MEIUIECHHOM, CTe-
NMEHHOM BaJibce WM B ObICTPOH, JIErKoii, nepesnBYaToOn
nonske. ditnuH Putrep GepeT ero nox pyky. 3ty aesyu-
KY, KaK OH Nono3peBai, Bbibpanu uis Hero ponutenu. Ee
rmasa — spue cambiX ZOporux camouseros. CusiHue,
JIBIOLUEECS] U3 XPYCTANbHLIX MIa)OHOB INEKTPHYECKHUX
JIIOCTP, BBICBEYHBAET 3aMbICJIOBaThIE IPHYECKH NPHIBOP-
HbIX U UX LUMHHUYHbIE JIIOGOBHBIE MHTPHXKH. 3ai Gbul
orpoMeH: 6e36peXHbiif OCTPOB CBeTa, APEBHM, KaK H
caMma LlenTpanbHas KpenocTb, 00pa3oBaHHas €lle B He-
3anaMsTHbIC BpeMEHa U COCTOSALIAs YyTh JIX HE U3 ITOTHOM
COTHM KaMEeHHBIX 3aMKOB. PoJiaHI yXe nepecTall CYTaTh,
CKOJIBKO JIET MMHYJIO C TeX 0P, KaK OH B NMOCHEeAHUHA pa3
Bunen LieHTpansHyIo KpenocTs, U, MOKHUAAst POOHBIE Me-
cTa, ¢ 60J1bI0 OTOPBAJI B3NS OT €6 KAMEHHBIX 3aMKOB U
ylleJ, He OrJISLAbIBAsACh, B ITOMOHIO 33 YEJIOBEKOM B 4ep-
HOM. YXe Toraa MHOTMe CTeHh OOpyIIMJIMCH, JBOPHL
3apociu COpPHAKAaMH, NMOA MOTOJKOM B IJIABHOM 3ajie
YTHE3MWINCH JIETYYHe MBILUHU, a TIO rajiepesiM HOCHIOCh
3XO OT HenecTa KpbuibeB Jlactouek. ITons, rae Kopr 06-
y4an ux ctpesibbe M3 Jiyka M peBOJIbBEPOB, COKOJIMHOMN
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0XOTe M IMPOYMM NPEMYIPOCTIM, 3apociu TAMOodeeBKoii
M DIVKMM IUNIONIOM. B rpoMamHoit M rynkoit KyxHe, rme
KOrIa-TO X03sifHUYaJI XaKC, MOCENWIACh KOJIOHWA HER0-
YMKOB-MYTaHTOB. OHM TSUTIINCh Ha HEr0O U3 MWIOCEpI-
HOI0 CyMpaKa KJ1alOBBIX WM CKPbIBAJIUCh B TEHH KOJIOHH.
Temnulii nap, MPONMTAHHBIA NPAHBIMA apOMaTaMH Xa-
pALLeiACA TOBAAMHEI U CBUHMHBI, CMEHWICS JIMTIIKOM ChI-
POCTBIO MXa, @ B CAMBIX TEMHBIX YTJIaX, Kyla HE pellaiuCh
COBaThCA IaXe HENOYMKM-MYTaHTbI, BLIPOCJIM TPOMaZiHbie
GJienHbIe MOraHKM. MaccuBHas Iy60Basi 1Bepb B MOABAT
CTOSUIa OTKPHITAas HapacIalKy, H CHU3y COYWIaCh HEBHI-
HOCHMas1 BOHb. 3arax 66Ul CJIOBHO CUMBON — KOHEYHLIH
M HEMpeJIOXHBIX — BCEOOIIEro pa3ioxXeHHsl U pa3pyxHu:
eIKMif 3amax BUHA, peBpaTUBILIErocst B yKcyc. Tak yro
CTPEJIKY HIYEro He CTOMJIO OTBEPHYTbCS M YIUTH NpPOYb,
Ha Jor. OH ymen 6e3 coxaleHuii — Ho cepllie BCce-TaKu
HApPOTHYJIO.

— A yT0, 6BU1a BoiiHa? — cnipocmn JKeiK.

— Eme noxieme. — CTpeniok OTIIBBIPHYJ OKYPOK. —
Bruia pesomouusi. MBI BRIMTPIM BCE CPaXEHUS, HO
npourpamym BoiHY. HukTo He BhIMIpan B TOH BOiiHe,
pa3Be ITO TOJILKO CTePBATHUKH. UM, HaBepHOe, OCTaNach
MOXWBAa Ha MHOI'HeE oAbl Briepes.

— 51 GBI XOTEJN TaM XWTh, — MEYTaTEeJbHO NPOTAHY
JDxelx.

— IlpaBna?

— Ara.

— JlagHo, {Xxeitk, nopa craThb.

MabuMK — Tenepb TONLKO CMyTHasi TEHb BO MpaKe —
Jier Ha 60K M CBEPHYJCA KaJlaYMKOM IOX MOJIOTOM H3
monoHu. Ho caM cTpenok ner He cpasy. OH cunes eme
OKOJTO 9aca, ITOrpyXeHHBIHA B CBOU IONTHE, TSDKKHE TyMBI.
Ota BHYTPEHHAA COCPENOTOYEHHOCTD, YIITyOJIEHHOCTDb B
CcoGCTBEHHBIE MBIC/H ObUIA IS HErO YeM-TO HOBBIM, €1IE
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He U3BENaHHbBIM U IaXe IMPUATHBIM B CBOSH THXOM IPYCTH,
HO BCe-TaKM He MMeNa HUKAKOTO MPaKTHIEeCKOro 3Hade-
HMS: npoGnemy JIXeilka BCe paBHO HeJb3s pa3pelInTh
HHaye, YeM IpeacKasal Opakyii, a 0TKa3aTbCs OT NTOMCKa
M NMOBEPHYTh Ha3al — 3TO MOMPOCTy HEBO3MOXHO. [To-
JIOXXeHHE ObUIO TparHyeckoe, HO CTPEJIOK 3TOro He pa3-
[JISLACI; OH BUIEN TONLKO INpexonpenejieHHe, KoTopoe
6buU10 Becerna. OH Myman, QyMai M Kymal... HO, B KOHLE
KOHLIOB, €ro MOoUTHHHOE eCTeCTBO BCe-TaKM B03001anano,
U OH YCHyn. Kpenko, 6e3 CHOBUOEHHH.

IX

Ha ciexyioummuit 1eHb, KOraa OHH IMPOJOJDKWIM CBOMU
MyTb B 06X01, MO YIJIOM K Y3KOMY KJIMHY YIeJbsl, TIOXb-
eM ctan Kkpyye. CTpenoK He CIeLI: IToKa elie He ObUIo
He0oOXOaMMOCTH TOPONUTHLCS. MepTBhIe KAMHHU Y HUX ITOI
HOraMHM He XpaHWIH CJICIOB Ye/IOBEKA B YEPHOM, HO CTpe-
JIOK TBEpIO 3HaJI, YTO OH MpolLLes Toi Xe noporoit. U gaxe
He NOoTOMY, YTO OHHU C JIXXeiKOM BHIEIM CHHM3Y, KaK OH
MOAHMUMAICA — KpOLUEYHEIH, ITIOXOXHI Ha TaKOM pac-
CTOSTHMM Ha 6yKauky. Ero 3anax ornegarajncs B KaXIOM
JYHOBEHMM XOJIOMHOTO BO3XyXa, YTO CTPYWICH C rop, —
MAacCJISTHUCTBIH, NPONMHATAaHHbIA 371000/ 3arax, Tako# Xxe
TOPbKHiA U eKUif, KaK 6ec-TpaBa.

Bosocht y JIxeifka oTpOC/IH M BWIKCh TEINEpb Ha 3a-
ThUIKE, IMOYTH 3aKphbiBasi IOYEpPHa 3aropeinyio weio. OH
TIOOHUMAJICS YTIOPHO, CTYMas TBEPAO U YBEPEHHO, H He
BbIKa3bI1BaJl HHKAKMX SIBHBIX IIPU3HAKOB OOSA3HH BHICOTHI,
KOT1a OHM IPOXOAWIM Hall IPONacTAMM WIM KapaOkamichk
BBEPX 10 OTBECHBIM CKajaM. JBaXanl €My YAaBajioCh
B300paThCsl B TAKMX MECTaX, KaKue CTPEJIKY ObUIO OH He
OLONETh B OAMHOUYKY. JKeHK 3aKperuisi Ha KaMHsAX Be-
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PEBKY, ¥ CTPEJIOK ITOXHHUMAJICA MO HEM, MOATArHBAasACh Ha
pyKax.

Ha cneapyioniee yrpo OHM NOOHSJIKUCH €llie BhILIE,
CKBO3b XOJIONHBIE U CBHIpbIe pBaHble 001aKa, YTO 3aKphi-
BaJIM OCTaBIIMECS] BHU3Y CKIOHBI. B cambIX ri1yGoKuUX
BIaOMHAX MEXIY KaMHSIMH YXe Haualu nonanathcs Ge-
Jible GJISIXH 3aTBEpIeBIlero, 3epHHUCTOro cHera. OH cBep-
KaJI, TOYHO KBapll, ¥ GbUI CYXHM, KaK Mecok. B TOT AeHb,
6yDKe K BeYepy, OHM HaGpenu Ha eNIMHCTBEHHBI cnen —
OTTIEYaTOK HOTU Ha OJIHOM M3 3THUX NATEH cHera. [ToTps-
CeHHBIM, JIXelK 3acTbUI Ha MrHOBEHME, 3aBOPOXEHHO
IO Ha YeTKUM Cliell, ITOTOM BAPYT UCNYTaHHO MOAHSUI
IJla3a, CJIOBHO OIacasch, YTO 4YeJIOBEK B YUEPHOM MOXET
MaTepUaM30BaThCs U3 CBOEro OMMHOKOro ciiena. Ctpesiok
NoTpenal MaIb9MKa 110 TUIeYy M yKa3an Brepe:

— IToimemM. IeHb yXe Ha UCXone.

B nmocnemHUX my4ax 3aXOASALUEro CONHLA OHH pa3bu-
JI¥ Jlarepb Ha IIHPOKOM IUIOCKOM KaMEHHOM BBICTYTIE K
CeBepO-BOCTOKY OT Pa3jioMa, YXOASILIEro B caMoe CepaLe
rop. 3aMeTHO moxonopano. JIbiXaHue BbIPHIBAIOCH M30
pra o61a9kaMu mapa, H B ypIyPHBIX OTOJIECKaX racHy-
1MEero JHA MOKPHIA Kaulejib rpoMa KasajiCsi KaKMM-TO
He3CMIHUM M Jaxe 6e3yMHbIM.

CrpeoK Xnaj, YTo MaIbYMK HaYHeT 3alaBaTh BOIpPO-
Chl, HO TOT HMYEro He Crpocwi. JIXxelKk moyTH cpasy
ycHyn. Ctpenok mociienoBan ero npumepy. EMy cHoBa
npucHWICsA JIxeix — B o6pa3e TUTICOBOro CBSTOro, Co
JI6OM, NMPOH3EHHBIM rBo3aeM. OH NPOCHYJICS, CYAOPOX-
HO XBaTasl pTOM pa3peXeHHBbI! ropHbiit Bo3ayx. Jxeik
CIaJI psiioM C HMM, HO CriaJl 6eCIOKOKHO: OH BOpoYaJIcH
¥ 6opMoTan Hepa3bopYMBLIE CJIOBA, OTTOHSISA, HABEPHOE,
CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX ITPU3paKoB. UcrioIHEeHHBIHM TPEBOX-
HBIX NpPeaYyBCTBHH, CTPEJIOK NMepeBepHyiCs Ha APYroi
60K M CHOBA YCHYII.
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X

POBHO 4yepe3 Heneo nocie Toro, Kak Jxenk ysuaen
Ciel Ha CHery, OHU Ha MTHOBEHHE CTONKHYJIMCh JIMLIOM
K JIKLY C 4eJIOBEKOM B YepHOM. B 3TO MrHOBEHHe CcTpeJI-
Ky TMOKa3ajloCh, 4TO Ceiiyac OH MOMMET COKpPOBEHHBIH
CMbICK caMoii BaliHW — noToMy, 9TO 3TO MTHOBEHHE
PacTAHYJIOCh Ha LIETYI0 BEeYHOCTD.

OHU NpoNOJIXKANK AepXaThCA I0ro-BOCTOYHOTO Ha-
npaBjieHHUs: NMPOLTH, HaBEPHOE, YXe TMOMMYTH 10 MC-
MOJIMHCKOMY FrOpHOMY Xpe6Ty, U BOT KOIZa B ITE€PBBI
pa3 3a BCE BpeMs UX Nepexona NoabeM rpo3uI CaelaTh-
Csl NO-HaCToALIEMY TPYAHBIM (TIPAMO Hal HAMH HaBHC-
JM obGJieeHeNble BLICTYIIBI CKaJl, U3pE3aHHHE MYIKUMU
TPeLUMHAMM; NIPH OOHOM TOJIbKO B3IJISLAE Ha 3TO Y CTpEN-
Ka HaYMHaJIOCh HEMPUATHOE rOJIOBOKPYXEHUE), OHH
HabGpeJid Ha yIoGHBIi CITYCK BIOJMb CTEHKH Y3KOrO yie-
Jbsi. U3BMBalolasics TPONMHKA CNYCTWIACh Ha IHO KaHb-
OHa, rae B CBOei nepBO3AaHHON, HEYKPOTHMON MO
6ypaui ropHblif NOTOK, CTEKAIOWHUH ¢ HEOGO3PHMBIX
BEpIIHH.

B 3ToT AeHb, OmKe K Beyepy, MaIbYMK BAPYT OCTa-
HOBMWICS M ITOCMOTPEJI Ha CTPEJIKA, KOTOPHIHA 3aiepXaJicH,
YTOOBI OIMOJIOCHYTH JIMLIO CTYAEHOH BOINOIA.

— 51 yyBCTBYI0, OH TlIe-TO PALOM, — cKasal JDkeHK.

— 51 Toxe, — OTO3BAICH CTPENOK.

Kak pa3 nepen HUMM BHICHIOCH HENpPEOXOIHMOE C
BHIY HarpOMOXAeHHe IPAaHUTHLIX IJIBIO, yXonsiee B 3a-
o6sagHyi0 6ecKOHeyHOCTb. CTpesnoK omacajics, YTo B
Jio6yI0 MUHYTY O4YepeaHOM NMOBOPOT FOPHON PEYKH BHI-
BEIET MX K BOLOMAaXy WIM K OTBECHO! IJIAMKOH CTeHE
rpaHuTa — B TyrHK, Ho 3aenmuit Bo3ayx o6aanai cTpaH-
HBIM YBEJIHYMTENILHEIM CBOACTBOM, NMPUCYIIMM NOGOMY
BBICOKOTOpbIO, M IMPOILEJ elle AeHb, IIPpeXae YeM OHM C
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MaJIBYMKOM JOOpaIMCh A0 TMraHTCKOM rPaHUTHOI Mpe-
Tpagbl.

W cTpesika BHOBb OXBAaTWIO 3HAKOMOE OLIYLLIEHHE,
9TO BCE TO, K YEMY OH TaK JIOJIT0 CTPEMMJICS, HAKOHEL Y
Hero B pyKax. OH eJie cnepxan ce6s, 4ToObl He ITyCTUTh-
cs GeroM.

— INorogure! — ManbyHK BHE3aNMHO OCTAHOBMJICH.
OHHu 3aMepiH y KpyToro u3ruba peuku. [lotok neHmics
M KJIOKOTaJI, 06TeKast pa3MbITbIi BbICTYI I[POMaIHOM IVIbl-
6nl mecyanuka. KaHbOH nocreneHHo cyxancs. Bece yrpo
OHM CO CTPEJIKOM LIUTH B TEHH rop.

Jxeifk Becb ApoXal. A JHLO y Hero 6buI0 GebiM
KaK MeJ.

— B uem neno?

— IloltmemMre obpaTHO, — mpowentan Axeik. —
IToitmeMTe 06paTHO. BricTpee.

JIu11o cTpenka CJI0BHO OKaMeHeNo.

— TIToxanyiicra! — JIMLO Yy MapHUIUKH OCYHYJIOCh.
OH c TaKo# CWIOM CTUCHYN 3yOhl, OAaBAs KPUK G0N,
9YTO €ro HIDKHAS YeNIOCTh JeprajiaCh OT HaIpsKEHHUSA.
CxB03b IUIOTHEII 3aHaBEC rOp A0 HUX MO-TIPEXHEMY IO-
HOCWJIMCB PaCKaThl FpOMa, pa3MepeHHble K MOHOTOHHBIE,
TOYHO-T'Y/1 MEXaHU3MOB, CKPBITHIX IITy00KO T10A 3eMJICii.
Co mHa CY3UBILIEroCs YILE/Ibs UM OTKPhIBAIACh TOHEHbKast
nonocka He6a, Toxe BoGpaBLIero B ce6s1 3TOT Cephlit ro-
THYECKMIM CyMpaK, 3b10Kuit, Gypasiiumii B mpoTHBOGOPCTBE
XOJIOAHBIX U TEIUILIX BO3AYLUHBIX MOTOKOB.

— Iloxanyiicra, noxcanyiicma!

Mampyuk MomHI KyJlak, Kak OyaTo XOoTes YAapuTh
CTpeJIKa.

— Her.

MaIb9HK YAMBIEHHO B3IJIAHYJI HA Hero.

— Brl yobere Mers! OH yOWwI MeHsl B IepBbIit pa3, a
Tenepb BH yobere. I MHe KaxeTcsl, BBl 3TO 3Ha€Te.
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CTpeioK NoYyBCTBOBaN y ceOst Ha rybax ropbKHii BKyc
JIXU U BCE-TAaKM MPOU3HEC ee:

— Bce ¢ T060i1 6yneT B nopsiake.

H eiue 605bLIYIO TOXB:

— 51 xe Gyny TeGs 3aLIMLIATD.

Jivuo y JIxeiika BOpyr CTajio cepbiM, U GoblIe OH
HHUYEro He ckasan. HexoTs OH MpPOTAHYJ CTPEJIKY PYKY.
Bort Tak, nepxaco 3a pyku, OHH 0GOTHYJIM U3rHO rOPHOH
PeYKM M BbILUUTH K MOCAENHE OTBECHOI CTeHe rPaHUTa
U CTOJIKHY:ICb JIHLIOM K JIMLY C Y€JIOBEKOM B YEPHOM.

OH cTosu1 He Gosiee YyeM B ABagLaTH QyTax Hal HHMH,
cripaBa OT BoJoMNana, KOTOPbIif C r(POXOTOM HHM3BEprajics
W3 rPOMajiHOi, ¢ 3a3yOpeHHLIMM KpasiMH AbIPH B CKaJI€.
HeBunnMmblif BeTep Tpenai nosbi ero Y4epHoro 6aiaxoHa.
B onHoit pyke OH AepXai IocoX, BTOPYI0 OAHSI B LUYT-
JIKBOM TNPHMBETCTBEHHOM XecCTe. 3acThiBIIMIi HA KAMEH-
HOM BBICTYIC NOA 3TUM KOJbILIYIIHMCSA XMYPBIM HeGOM,
OH 6bU1 MOX0X Ha NPOpOKa — NpopoKa morutenu, a ero
FOJIOC 3ByuaJs, cnoBHo rac Uepemuu:

— Crpenok! T, 1 CMOTPIO, B TOYHOCTH UCIIONHAELID
IpeBHUe npenckaszaHus! JeHp noOphiit, AeHb HOOpPHIH,
IeHb no6pbiii! — OH paccMesUICs M NMOKIOHWICS CO CMe-
XOM, U CMeX TIPOKaTWICA MO CKalaM IpeMSILHM 3XOM,
NepeKphLIB JaXe peB BONOMNAaAa.

He pasaymbiBasi, CTpPeNOK BHITALIMJI PEBOJIbBEPHI.
Y Hero 3a CNHHOM, IyThb CIIPaBa, CHEXWICSH MAILYHK —
HMCITYyTaHHOM MajieHbKOH TEHBIO.

Tonbko nmocse. TpeThero BeicTpeia Ponanny yaanoch
OBJNIAIETb CBOMMH TPEAATENLCKMMH DYKaMH. DXO BhI-
CTPENIOB OTCKOYWIO GPOH30BHIM PUKOIIETOM OT CKall,
YTO IPOMO3IMJIMCh BOKPYT, 3aITyIIMB CBUCT BETpa H
PeB BOJHI.

OckoskH rpaHuTa OpRI3HYIIM HaJ MOJIOBOH Je/ioBeKa
B Y€PHOM; BTOpas ITyJil YAApHia CJieBa OT €ro YepHOro.
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KaMlonIoOHa, TpeTbs — cnpaBa. CTpesoK NMpOMaxHYyJCs
TPYDKIBI.

Yenosek B YepHOM paccmesiyicsi. [DOMKHUM HCKpeH-
HUM CMEXOM, KOTOPBIN Kak 6yaTo 6poca nep3Kuit BhI30B
3aMHPAIOLIUM OT3BYKAaM BBICTPEJIOB.

— TH vinelb oTBeTHI, CTpeNoK? dymaelub, MX HARTH
TaK Xe NMPOCTO, KaK BBITYCTUTh Myn0?

— Cnyckaiicsi, — ckasan crpenok. — Cuenait, Kax s
TOBOPIO, H OTBETH OYIyT.

M cHOBa cMex — ITyMJIMBBII, paCKaTHUCTDIA.

— A 6010Ch He TBOMX ITynb, PonaHa. MeHs myraer
TBOSL OLEPXUMOCTh HATH OTBETHI.

— Cmryckaikcs.

— Ha Toii cropoHe, ctpenok. Ha Toit cTopoHe MBI €
T060# nMoropopuM. Z{osro noroBopuM, 06CTOATENBHO.

B3rnsHyB Ha JIxeiika, 4yenoBeK B YepHOM H06aBWi:

— Toneko Mel. BasoeM.

JIxe#lK OTILIATHYACS, M3aB KOPOTKHU XaNOOHBIA
BCKPHK. YenoBex B YEPHOM Pe3KO OTBEPHYJICSI — €ro
TUIALN B3METHYJICS B CEDOM CBETE, TOYHO KpPbUlbsl JIeTy4el

MBILIH, — ¥ CKPBUICA B pacllie/IMHE B CKaJie, OTKyAa MO-
ry4eli crpyeit Hu3Bepranach Boga. CTpesiok nposiBWI He-
MPEKIOHHYIO BOJIIO M HE CTall CTPENATh eMy Bcyield. To
uwew omeemui, cmpenox ? llymaewo, ux Haiimu max xce
Mpocmo, KaK eévinycmums nyaio ?

ChbIUATUCh TONBKO CBUCT BETPa M peB BOABI — 3BY-
KH, KOTOpbIe Pa3HOCHIMCH IO 3THM CKOPOHBIM K OMUHO-
KHM CKaJaM yXe Thicady JieT. M Bce-Taku 4enoBex B
yepHOM Obul psoM. IIponuto uensix ABEHAAUATD JIET, H
Posann HakoHel CHOBa yBuaen ero Boiu3n. Y oHun maxe
noroBopwiM. Y yenoBek B 4ePHOM Haji HUM NOCMESUICA.

Ha moii cmopone mvi.c moboii nozoéopum. Hoazo nozo-
6opum, 06cmosmensvro.
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Manbyuk CMOTpen Ha HEro, MaJibuMKa 6Mna APOXb.
Ha MrHoseHue cTpenky npuBUaECIOCh, 9T0 Ha MECTE JIKLIA
TIapHHULLUKY BAPYT NPOCTYMKIO JULO DJUTH, TOH KEHMHU-
Hbl 3 Tanna co mpaMoM Ha 6y, ¥ WpaM GbUT CIOBHO
6e3MonBHOE 06BHMHEHHe. Ero BApyr oxBaTiwia QUKas He-
HaBUCTb K HUM 00OMM (M TOJBKO IMOTOM, MHOIO [O3Xe,
€ro OCEHHJO, YTO WpaM y DJUid Ha JI0y pacnonaraics
TOYHO B TOM MeCTe, Ti€ H FrBO3/b, IPOH3aBLLMi 106 Jkeit-
Ka B ero kouumapax). Jxeiik Kak OyaTo npo4est ero Mbic-
JIN WIK, MOXeET ObITb, YJIOBWUJI TONLKO O0lLIEe HACTPOEHHE
CTpeJiKa, M C ero ryb copsajics Tsokedbiit croH. Copsaiics
M TYT Xe 3aMep. ManbyuyraH 3akycwi ry0y. Y Hero ObUI1o
BCe U1l TOTO, YTOOBI CTaThb HACTOSLLIUM MYXYHHOMH, MOXeT
ObiTb, Aaxe CTPeJKOM — Mo npasy. Eciu 6bl TOMBKO eMy
Janu BbIPacCTH.

Tonvko mot. Bdeoem.

Crpenok BAPYr NOYYBCTBOBA XIYYYIO TOCKY, BEJIH-
KYI0 ¥ HEYECTHBYIO XaXAy, YTHE3AMBIUYIOCS B HEH3Be-
HaHHBIX Oe3qHax Tesa, Xaxiay, KOTOpYI0 He YTONULIb
HMKaKoil Bonoi, HHKaKUM BHHOM. MHUpLI conporamch
YYTb JIN HE Ha PaCCTOSSHUM BHITAHYTOH pYKH, U CTPEJIOK
nNBTancs 60poThCs € 3TOM BHYTPeHHEH nopye, MOHUMas
XOJIOXHBIM YMOM, YTO BCE 3TH MNOMBITKN — HAaNpPacCHH, H
Bceraa 6yayT HanpacHbl. B KOHLIe BCceraa ocTaercsi OfHO
JMIIb Ka.

Beut nonaeHs. CTpesioK 3alpOKHHYN FOJIOBY, YTOOK!
XMYPHI/A HEBEPHBINI CBET AHS ynan eMy Ha JIMIO, B MOo-
CJIeHUH pa3 03apss CBOUM CHUSHHEM YSI3BUMOE COJIHILIE
ero no6ponereny. «CepeGpoM 3a IpeAaTeNbCTBO HE pac-
[UIaTUTBCS, — MOXyMa oH. — LleHa jiio6oro npexarenb-
CTBa — 3TO BCEra YbSI-TO XHU3Hb».

— Moxelb MOATH CO MHOM WIH OCTaThCA, — CKa3al

CTpeJIOK.
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MabyMK OTBETWJI HeBeCeoi M XECTKOH ycmell-
KON — TOYHO TaKoM Xe, KaK y ero oTua, XoTs caM OH 06
3TOM He 3HaJ.

— A eCJIH A 3[eCh OCTaHYCh, OIMH, B TOpax, — CKa3ajl
OH, — CO MHOI Bce Oyzer B nopsinike. MeHs 06s3aTeibHO
KTo-TO cnaceT. IIpuHeceT NUPOXKH M caHaBHYHU. U ewe
Kode B Tepmoce. Jla?

— Moxelnb MoATH CO MHOM WM OCTaTbCsA, — NMOBTO-
PWJI CTPEJIOK, H 9TO-TO CABHHYJIOCH Y HETO B rojioBe. 910
6BU1 MHMT paspHiBa. B 3TOT MMI MaJIeHbKHIt YelOBeYeK,
cTosaBLIMH ceitgac nepen HUM, nepectat ObiTh JKeiiKoM
M CTaJI IPOCTO MAJIBYMKOM — Ge3nuKoit nemKkoi, KoTo-
PYIO MOXHO NEepeBUIaTh ¥ HCOIb30BATD.

B o6myBaeMOM BeTpoM Ge3MonBHU pa3faics Yeil-To
TPOH3UTENBHEI KPHK. OHM 06a CJIBILLIAIH 3TO, CTPENIOK
H MaJIb9HK.

Crpenok nepssiM noiuen Brnepen. Yepes ceKyHmy
Ixex mBuHYsNCA cirenoM. OHM BMEcCTe NOAHSUIMCH Ha
00BAIMBLIYIOCH CKAaJTy PSIOM C XOJOZHOM Ge3nymHoM!
cTpyeit BOIONaza, NOCTOSUIH Ha KAMEHHOM BBLICTYTIE, TIe
CTOSLY Y€JIOBEK B YePHOM, M BMECTE BOLLUIH B ITPOJIOM, IIE
OH cKpbuics. X mornoTuia TeMa.



naBa 4
HenoymMKku-myraHThi

TPEJIOK pPacCKa3blBal MEUICHHO, B COUBIMBOM M
HEPOBHOM pUTMeE, KaK 3T0 ObIBaeT, KOraa 4ejloBek
Ppa3roBapMBaeT BO CHe:

— Hac 6su10 Tpoe: KarGept, Anad u 1. BooGure-to
HaM He [0/1arajloch TaM HaXOAUTHCA, B Ty HOYb. Beas Mu
enle, Kak roBOpPUTCS, He BBHILILUIK U3 JETCKOrO BO3pacra.
Ecnu 66 Hac Tam movimManu, Kopt Bhinoposn 6K Hac oT
aymu. Ho Hac He noiiManu. S Tak xymalo, 9To ¥ IO HaC
HHUKTO He nonagaicsa. Hy, Kak MHO# pa3 MaIbYMIOKH
TalKOM NPUMEPSIOT OTLIOBCKME IUTAHHI: IOBEPTATCS B
HHUX miepel 3epKajioM M nosecaT o6paTHo B mKkad. Bor
Tak Xe U 3gech. Otell menaer BMA, OyaTo He 3aMeyaer,
9TO €ero ITaHbL BUCAT HE Ha TOM MECTE, & I0Jl HOCOM Y
CHHa — CJIefibl OT YCOB, HaMaJIeBaHHBIX BaKCOM. ThHI mo-
HHMaellb, 970 § UMeIO B BUAY?

Manpunk Momyai. OH He ITPOMOJIBWI HM CJIOBA C TeX
TOp, KaK OHM YDJIYyOWIHCH B pacCllieJINHy, OCTABUB COJI-
HeYHbIH cBeT CHapyXH. CTpesiok Xe, Hao60pOT, rOBOPWI
He YMOJIKasi — ropsiyo, BO3OYXIeHHO, — YTOOH! 3amoi-
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HUTBb 6e3MONBHYI0 IycTOTy. Boitnsi B TeMHBIE HeApa rop,
OH HM pa3y He OIJITHYJICA Ha CBET. A BOT MJIb4YHK OrJisi-
IHIBAJICS NOCTOAHHO. CTpENOK BUAEN, KaK yracaeT AeHb —
BHIEN €ro OTpaXeHHe Ha LUeKax y MapHHULUKH, KaK B
MSITKOM 3epKaJie: BOT CBET HEXHO-PO30BbIif, BOT — MO-
JIOYHO-MATOBbIH, BOT — Kak 6/1enHOoe cepebpo, BOT — KakK
TIOC/IEXHNE OTOJIECKH BEYEPHHUX CYMepeK, a BOT — €ro
Goxbire HeT. CTpenok 3axer ¢aken, ¥ OHU ABUHYJIHCh
Jaiblie,

HakoHell OHH OCTaHOBWIKCH. Pa3ouau narepb B riry-
XOi THIIMHE, IIe He ObUIO C/BILIHO JaXe 3Xa LIaroB 4ye-
JIOBEKa B 96pHOM. MoXeT, OH TOXE€ OCTaHOBWJICS nepe-
IoxHYTb. K, MOXeT ObIThb, TaK U Heccsl Brieped — 6e3
OrHA — MO 4YepToraM, 3aIMTHIM BEYHOI HOYBIO.

— 3TO0 NMpOUCXOOWIO OAMH pa3 B rony, Ha [lepsbiit
Ces, — nnponosokai crpenok. — Korunbox Ha Houys I1ep-
Boro CeBa — uiau KaMMana, Kak Ha3blBaJIM €ro CTapUKH,
OT CJI0Ba, KOTOpOe O3HayaeT «puc». bonbiuoit 6an B Bosb-
oM 3ane. Ero npaBwibHOe HazBaHue — 3an [1peakos.
Ho ansa Hac 310 6bu1 npocto Bosnbiuoit 3an.

o HMX JOHOCWICS 3BYK Kamnalouieil BOAbI.

— IIpMnBOpHLIH pUTYall, KaK U N1060if U3 BECEHHHX
6ay0oB. — CTpenox HeomoGPUTENILHO XOXOTHYJ, U Ge3-
OYLIHBIE KAMHH OTO3BAIMCH IYJIKMM 3XOM, TpeBpauiast
3ByK cMexa B 6e3yMHuII rorot. — B craponaBHUe BpeMe-
Ha, KaK HalTHCaHO B KHUTaX, TaK Npa3fHOBAJIN NPHXOL
BecHbI. Ero eme nHorna HasbiBanu HoBoit 3emneit, win
Caexeit Kammanoit. Ho, 3sHaewnb v, IMBWIH3ALHKA. ..

OH yMOJIK, He 3Hasi, KaK ONnucaTh CyTh U3MEHEHHHA,
CTOSIIMX 33 3THM Oe3MyIHBIM ¥ MEPTBBIM CJIOBOM: THOEJb
POMaHTHKHM M ee BHIXOJOILUEHHOE IUIOTCKOe noaobue,

MMp, CYIIECTBYIOIIMIA TONBKO Ha HCKYCCTBEHHOM JhIXa-
HMM GlecKka ¥ LiepeMOHMANa; FTeOMETPHYECKHN BbIBEPEH-
Hble N1a NPUABOPHBIX, BHICTYNAIOIIMX B TaHLIE Ha 6ary Ha
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Hous ITepBoro Cesa — B CTerieHHOM TaHLIe, 3aMEHUBILIEM
co00it Ge3yMHYI0 TLUISACKY JIOGBM, DYX KOTOpOi Temephb
TOJIBKO CMYTHO YTalbIBaJICS B 3THX YONOPHbBIX PHUTYpax.
Tlyctoe Bennkonenue BMecTo 6e3bICKYCHOM U GyitHO,
BCEMOIJIOLIAOLLIEi CTPACTH, YTO [OTPsicalla KOrIa-TO JIIOA-
ckve aywu. Emy camMmoMy HOBeIOCh MCNBITaTh 3TO Clla-
noctHoe notpsicevue. C Ciosan [ensrano, B Memkuce.
OH o6pen cBOI HCTHHHYIO JII0GOBb — M TYT X€ €€ MoTe-
psun. laBHBIM-1aBHO, B He3anaMsTHHIE BpEMEHA, XHI Ha
CBeTe BeJIMKHI1 KOpOJIb, BOT YTO OH MOT Gbl CKa3aTb MaJTb-
YuKy. Benuknit Inba, 4bsi KpOBb — IIYCTb U ITOPSIAKOM
pa3XywXeHHas — TevyeT B MOuX Xwiax. Ho koponeit nas-
HO HeT, Maibill. Bo BCIKOM ciTyyae, B MHpeE CBeTa.

— OHM COTBOPWIH U3 3TOrO YTO-TO YTIAHOYHOE, He-
300poOBOE, — npoJo/kan crpefiok. — IlpencraBnenue.
Urpy. — B ero rosoce sBCTBEeHHO MPO3BY4a1o 6e30TYeT-
HOe OTBpalleHKe 3aTBOPHUKA U ackeTa. U ecimu Oul y HMX
6bUTO GonbLie cBeTa, 66UT0 ObI BUAHO, KAK OH H3MEHWI-
cs BJMue. Ero amuo caenanoch ropeCTHEIM M CYPOBHIM,
XOTSl OCHOBA €ro ecTecTBa He ocjiabna ¢ romaMu. XpoHu-
YECKHH HeAOCTaTOK BOOOpaXEHHUs!, KOTOPLIN MO-NpexX-
HEMY BbLIaBaJlO 3TO JIMLO, MO CBOEi HCKIIOYUTENIBHOCTH
He CMOT ObI CPaBHUTLCA HU C YEM.

— Ho 3T0T 621, — BLLIOXHYN OH. — DTOT 6al...

Manpauk MoT4al.

— Tam ObuTH Jl0cTphl. Y3 nMpo3padHoOro Xpycrais.
Macca creksia, NIpOHH3aHHOIO HCKPOBKIM cBeToM. Ka3a-
JIOCb, BECh 3aJ1 COCTOHT M3 cBeTa. OH GBUI TOYHO OCTPOB
CBeTa.

MB&! npokpammch Ha OIMH M3 cTaphix GankoHos. U3
TeX, KOTOphble CUMTAINCh HeGe30nacCHHMH U KyJia 3anpe-
Wanoch XoxuTh. Ho Mbi GBUTH eliie MATBYMILKAMH. A MaJTb-
YMIIKK — 3TO BCeraa MabYHMIIKHU. U1 Hac Bce TawiIo B
cebe onacHOCTb, Hy Tak M 910 ¢ Toro?! Bemp Mu Gynem
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JXXMTb Be4YHO. B 3TOM MBI HE COMHEBAIUCh — JlaXe KOraa
TOBOPWJIM O TOM, ITO MBI BCe yMpeM KaK repou. [Toromy
YTO HHa4Ye — HHUKAK.

Mb! B306panuchL Ha caMblif Bepx, OTKyaa HaM 6bi1o
BCe BMIOHO. 51 maxe He MOMHIO, YTOOBI KTO-TO M3 Hac
MPOM3HEC XOTb CJIOBO. MBI NPOCTO CMOTPEIH — YaCaMHU.

Tam cTostn 6OJbLIOH KaMEHHbI CTOJ, 32 KOTOPBHIM
CHIENIH CTPEJIKM CO CBOMMM XEHLIMHAMU, Habiooas 3a
TaHUAaMH. Koe-KT0 13 CTpeIKOB TaHLIcBaJl, HO TaKMX ObU10
HEMHOI0 — M TOJIBKO caMble MoJioable. [1IoMHIO, cpeau
TAHLIOPOB ObUT U TOT MOJIOAOM CTPENOK, KOTOPbIH Ka3HMJI
Xakca. A crapiMe NpocTo CUAEIH, U MHE Ka3aioch, YTO
Cpely BCEro 3Toro ipkoro CBeTa, Cpelld 3TOro UMBWIH-
30BaHHOIO CBETa, OHH cebsi YyBCTBYIOT HeyloTHO. Ux
IIyOOKO yBaXasu, MX Jaxe 6osuince. OHu GbUH CTpaxa-
MM ¥ XpaHuTeasiMH. Ho B 3Toii ToNMme Be/IbBMOX M HMX
YTOHYEHHBIX 1aM OHM BHITJIAAENIM TOYHO KOHIOXH...

Tam GBUTO elle YeThipe KPYTJIbIX CTOJIA, YCTaBJIEHHBIX
sactBaMi. Ctonbl GecnpepbiBHO Bpauianuch. [loBapsTa
CHOBAJIM TyAA-CIofa, C CEMH Beyepa 10 TpeX HouM. CTosbl
BpAlNAJIMCh, KAK CTPEJIKM YaCoB, Y IaXe 10 HacC JOXOAWIH
3anaxu: XXapeHOoW# CBUHHHBI, FOBSIMHbI H OMApOB, LbITUISIT
M NeYyeHbIX A0moK. TaM ObUIM MOpOXEHOEe U KOH(ETHI.
U rpoManHble, NbLLYIIME XapOM BEPTeEJIa C MACOM.

MapreH cupen psagoM C MOMMHM pOIUTENAMH. A MX
y3HaJ gaxe ¢ Takoit BRICOTbI. OnMH pa3 OHU TaHLIEBAJIH.
Mama ¢ MapreHoM. MemieHHO Tak Kpyxwiucb. U Bce
PaCCTYNMIMCh, YTOOK OCBOGOAUTL UM MECTO, a KOrAa
TaHel 3aKOHYWICA, UM pyKoruieckanu. CTpenkw, npasaa,
He XJIoNai, HO OTel] HETOPOILTMBO MOAHICA U3-3a CTO-

J1a ¥ POTAHYJ1 MaMe PYKY. A OHa NoAOoLLIa K HEMY, Y/IBI-
Gasch, U B3sUIa 32 PYKY.

Jla, 3To 6BUIO TOpXEeCTBEHHOe MTHOBEHMe. Jlaxe MBI,
HaBepXxy, 3T0 [TOYyBCTBOBaNH. K TOMy BpeMeHHU MOl oTell
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yXe cobpan cBoii Ka-Ter — Ter PeBosibBepa — W ero
DOJDKHBI 66114 BCKOPOCTH 00bsiBUTh AMHOM — Crapmmm
I'mneana, ecnu He Bcex BHyTpeHHMX eonos. U Bce 310
3HaK. 1 MapreH 3Ha Jiydie BeexX... KpOMe, MOXeT GBITh,
l'a6puans Beppucc.

Manpunk cnpocun, npuyeMm ObUIO BHIHO, YTO €My
BOOOLIE HEe XOTeJ0Ch HHYEFO CMpaLINBaTh:

— 3710 KTO? Bawa Mama?

— Ja. la6puanb-u3-Bennkux-Boa, noub AnaHa,
xeHa CtuBeHa, MaTh Ponanna. — Ctpeniok ycMexHyJcs,
pa3Besl pyKaMu, Kak Obi roBopsi: «BoTt OH 1, HY ¥ 9TO C
TOro?» — ¥ BHOBb YPOHHJI X Ha KOJICHH.

— Moii oreu 6bUT NOCTEXHUM U3 NIPAaBUTENEHR CBeTa.

CTpenok onycTWI IJla3a U YCTaBWICA Ha CBOM PYKH.
Manpuuk Monyan.

— 51 NOMHI0, KaK OHU TaHUEBaIH, — THXO NPOroBo-
PHA cTpesioK. — Mos MaTb U MapTeH, COBETHHK CTpei-
KOB. Sl MOMHIO, KaK OHM TaHUEBAJIHX — TO MOACTYNas
6113K0-071M3KO ApYr K APYTY, TO paCXOAsACh B CTApMHHOM
NMPUABOPHOM TaHLE.

OH nornsiaen Ha MaIbYUKA M YABIGHYICS.

— Ho 370 ewie HHYero He 3HAYWIO, MOHHMaemb?
IToToMy yTO BMacTL NEpeMEHWIAch, M KaK OHa nepeMe-
HWIAaCch, HUKTO He NMOHSU1, HO BCE 3TO IOYYBCTBOBAJIU.
U MaTh MOst npuHamiexana BCeLesIo ToMY, KTo obnazait
3TOM BJIaCThIO M MOT €10 pacnopspkarbcs. Pa3se Her? Benb
OHa NOoAOLWIA K HEMY, KOrAa TaHel|, 3aKOHYWICA, npa-
BWIbHO? U B3su1a ero 3a pyky. Y Bce UM aruionupoBaiu:
BECh 3TOT 3aJl, BCE 3TH XEHOMOAOOHBIE MAUILYUKMA U UX
HeXHbIe JaMbl... Belb OHU eMy pykoruieckamu? U Boc-
xBanisuM ero? Passe He Tak?

T'me-T0 TaM, B TeMHOTE, KAaIUTH BOALI CTy4YaJId O Ka-
MeHb. MaJlbuuK MOTYaL.
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— 51 NOMHI0, KaK OHM TaHLEBAIH, — TUXO MOBTOPWI
cTpeyiok. — S MOMHIo...

OH NOIHSI IVIa3a K Hepa3iInYuMOMY BO TbMe KaMeH-
HoMy cBoxy. Ka3ajnoch, OH roToB 3aKp14aTh, pa3pa3uThb-
Csl MPOKJIAITUAMM, GPOCUTH CIIENOii U OTYassHHBIN BbI3OB
3TOM TYTOM M 6eCIyBCTBEHHOH Macce rpaHuTa, KOTOpbIi
YNpSATaJl UX XPYITKHE XHU3HHU B CBOIO KAMEHHYIO YTPOOY.

— B uneit pyke O6bUT HOX, OOOpBaBLIKIA XU3Hb MO-
ero orua?

— S ycran, — TOCKJIMBO NPOroBOPHI MajlbYHK.

CTpeJIoK 3aMOJT4all, U MaJIbYMK YJIercs: Ha KaMEHHBIH
TOJ, TIOUTOXHB NIAMOILIKY MEXIY LIEKOM U rO/IbIM KAMHEM.
TInama daxena coenanoch TyckiabiM. CTpesioK. CBEpHYN
cebe mamnpocky. B 3ane ero BocnajieHHOM MaMATH Bce
€111e CHsUI TOT XpYCTaIbHBIN CBET, ellie rpeMesTi 060apsio-
[mue BO3rnackl BO BpeMs 06psaa nocesiLeHus1, 6eccMbic-
JICHHOTO B OCKYZEBILE CTpaHe, yXXe Toraa Ge3HaneXHo
MPOTHBOCTOALLEH CEpOMY OKeaHy BpeMeHU. BocrioMuHa-
HHA 06 OCTPOBE CBeTa TEP3aM €ro U Tenepb — ropbKo,
6eaxanoctHo. CTpenok otaan 66l MHOroe, 4ToObI noBep-
HYTb BpeMs BCIATh U HUKOIZIa He YBUIETb HH 3TOro CBe-
Ta, HU TOro, KaK OTLY HacTaBJIsIOT pora.

OH BBUTYCTHI IbIM M30 PTa M HO3ApEH M nomyman,
07 Ha Mabuyka: «CKOJIBKO HaM elle KpyXWUTb IOX
3emieit? BoT MBI KPYXUMCS, KPYXXHMCS, U HEU3MEHHO
MPUXOAMM B HICXOQHYIO TOUKY, ¥ HAllO ONATh HAYUHATD BCE
CHavaia. BeaHoe BO306HOBIIEHHE — BOT MPOKJIATHE CBETA.

Korzaa Mbl CHOBa YBUIMM CBET CONHLIA?»

OH yCHyII.

‘Korza ero mpixaHue CTajlo ITyGOKMM U pOBHBIM, MaJTb-
YHMK OTKPBUI IJ1a3a M TIOTJIAAEN Ha CTPeJTKa C BEIPaXXeHHEM,
OYeHDb ITOXOXHMM Ha Jito60oBb. Ho Ha GosbHYIO J110G0OBb.
TocnenHuit oréneck noropesiuero gakena OTpaswics ‘B
€ro 3payke ¥ YTOHYJI TaM, BYepHoTe. MajibyuK TOXE YCHYII.
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B HeM3MeHHOI, IM1LIEHHO TPUMET IYCThIHE CTPEJIOK
TOYTH YTO YTPATHJ BCAKOE OLLYLUEHHE BPEMEHH, a 30€eCh,
B 3THMX KaMEHHBIX 3aj1aX MoJ FOPHLIM MaCCHMBOM, e La-
pHJIa KpoMeliHasi TbMa, OH YTPaTWI ero OKOHYaTeIbHO.
Hu y crpenka, HM y napHMLIKH He 6bUTO0 HUKAKHMX MpH-
60poB, n3MepsAIOIINX BPEMS, U CaMO MOHATHE O Yacax U
MMHYTax AaBHO CTaIO ISt HUX 6eccMbICIEeHHBIM. MOXHO
€Ka3aTb, OHl1 NpeGbiBaiy Tenepb BHe BpeMeHH. JIeHb Mor
0Ka3aThCsl Hedeei, a Hellelisl — OOHUM AHeM. OHH LUTH,
OHM CNaJiH, OHU YTO-TO eJIK, HO HUKOrAa — JockiTa. Mx
€AWHCTBEHHbIM CNYTHUKOM ObUT HENpPeCTaHHEI! rpOXOT
BOJZIbl, NpoGuMBaloLieit ceGe 1Opory CKBo3b KaMeHb. OHM
IBUTAINCH BIONb HErNTyOOKO# peuku, MWIK BOLy, HaCchl-
IIEHHYI0O MHHEpPaIbLHbIMHU COJIIMH, OYEHb HaleACh, YTO
OHM He OTPaBATCA U He yMPYT. BpeMeHaMu cTpesKy npen-
CTaBJSJIOCH, UTO Ha IHE NOTOKAa OH BUOMUT OGAyXaaourie
OrOHbKHM, HO OH Kaxablii pa3 ybexmnan cebst, YTO 310
BCEro JIMIIb 06pa3bl, CIPOELIMPOBAHHbIE BOBHE €10 MO3-
TOM, KOTOpHIit elle He 3a6bul, YTO Takoe ceeT. Ho oH
BCE-TaKH Npenynpeaui MaabuyraHa, YTo6bl TOT He 3aX0-
IWI B BOAy.

BHyTpeHHMIt JaTbHOMED Y HEro B roJIOBE YBEPEHHO
BeJI MX Briepell.

TpormHka BIONB peYKH (2 3TO AeHCTBUTEHHO ObUIa
TPONMHKA: N1agKas, Cjierka BOTHyTas) HEYKJIOHHO Bena
HaBepX — K MCTOKaM pekH. Uepes paBHBIE TPOMEXYTKH
Ha Hejl BO3BBIIIAINCH KPYIJIble KAMCHHHIE KOJIOHHKI C
XeNe3HbIMM KOJNIbLIAMH Y OCHOBaHHM. JIOJDKHO GHITH,
KOrZa-TO K HUM TpPUBA3HIBAIM BOJIOB WIH paGoOYHX Jio-
waneit. Ha xaxnoMm cronbe cBepXy Kpemwioch YTO-TO
BpOJie CTAILHOIO NAaTPOHA-AEPXKATENSA JUIA VICKTPHYECKHX
(axenoB, HO B HMX JaBHO YXe He GbUIO XM3HH M CBETA.
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Bo BpeMsi TpeTheit OCTAHOBKM IS «OTAbIXa Mepen
CHOM» MAIbYHK PELUWICA HEMHOIO NMpOMTHUCH Bepel.
Crpenok pa3imm4a, Kak B [JIyX0Oi THILHHE IypLIaT MeJi-
KHe KaMyLOKH — IOl €r0 HEYBEpEHHLIMH IIIaraMH.

— TxI TaM OcTOpOXHeEe, — cKa3ay OH. — HH uepra xe
He BHIHO.

— 51 MOTHXOHBKY. 31€Ch... HUUero cede!

— YT0 TaM?

CTpenox npuBCTal, MOJIOXHUB PYKYy Ha PYKOSITb pe-
BOJIbBEpA.

‘TloBHcI1a KOpOTKas nay3a. CTpesoK TILETHO Harpsrasn
1J1a3a, MNTasACh BIVIANETHCA B KPOMELIHYIO ThMY.

— ITo-MoeMy, 3TO XeJie3Has JOpora, — C COMHEHHEM
MPOTAHYN MATBYHK.

CTpeItoK noAHUICA ¥ OCTOPOXHO ABHHYJICS Ha IOJIOC
JIxelixa, oLxymbiBasi HOroi 3emiio nepen coGoit, npexae
qeM CHeJIaTh LIar.

— 51 3pecs.

Pyka, HeBHIMMas B TEMHOTE, NPUKOCHYJIACh K JIKLY
cTpeika. MalbuuK XOpOLIO OPHEHTHPOBAJICS B TEMHOTE,
JaXe JIydie, yeM caM CTpelioK. Ero 3pauku paclUMpHINCh
TaK, YTO OT PaXyXHOH 060JI0OYKH ITOYTH COBCEM HHMYErO
He 0CTaJIOCh; CTPEJIOK 3TO YBUAEJ, KOTAa 3aXer Xy0cod-
Hullt daxel, BepHee, Xankoe ero nogobue. B 3Toit Ka-
MeHHOH yTpobe He 6hUI0 HHUYero, YTo MOIJIO Gbl rOpeTh,
a Te 3anacH, KOTOphle OBUIM y HUX C cO00M, GLICTPO Tast-
JH. A BpeMeHaMM XeJlaHHe 3aXe4bh OrOHb CTAHOBWIOCH
MPOCTO HEORONMMMHIM. TaK CTpeNoK M y3Hall, YTO roJION
6GBIBaeT He TONBKO K €fie, HO M K CBETY.

ManpIHK CTOSUT Y H30TrHYyTO# KaMEHHOM CTeHHl, Io
KOTOpPOU TAHYJNMCh, TEPASACH BO ThbMe, INMapajute/IibHLIE
MeTAUINYEeCKHE NMOJIOCKH; Ha HUX HepXanucCh KaKMe-TO
4epHbIe IPOBO/IA, IO KOTOPHIM KOIa-TO TEKJIO SJIEKTPH-
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9eCTBO. A 1o 3eMJie, MOIHUMAsACh Ha HECKOJILKO JIOWMOB
Hall KAaMEHHBLIM [10JIOM, LIUTa MeTaJuTHYecKas Kojesa. Yro
XOIWJIO MO Heil B cTapoaaBHHe BpeMeHa? CTpeiKy npel-
CTaBJSUIMCh TOJbKO JJTOBELIME EKTPHIECKHUE CHapsSAkl,
9TO JIETEIX CKBO3b 3TY BEYHYIO HOYb, IIPOH3EHHYIO YCTpa-
MIAIOLIMMHU, PHIILYIIMMH I71a3aMH NpoXxeKTopoB. OH HH
0 YeM TaKOM B XHM3HM He cibilman. Ho B Mupe eme cy-
LECTBYIOT O0G/IOMKH TPOILLUTOro, KaK CYLIECTBYIOT M Ie-
MOHBI ToXe. Korna-to oH 3Hal OXHOro OTIIEJIbHHKA,
BO3BIMEBLLErO €1BA U HE PETMTHO3HYIO BJIaCTh Hall Xaj-
KO KY4YKOi1 CKOTOBOJOB JIMIIb IIOTOMY, YTO Ge3pa3neib-
HO BJajie]1 IpeBHel 6eH30K0/I0HKON!. OTIIEIbHHK CaaWI-
Csl Ha 3eMJT10, X031 iICKMM XECTOM MPHOOHUMAIT KOJIOHKY
OJHOM pYKON M BHIKPMKMBaI CBOM IMKHE, IpsA3HBIE H
3/I0BelIME nporoBean. Bpemst OT BpEMEHM OH MPOCOBBI-
BaJl BCe eule GnecTtawUi CTalibHOM HAKOHEYHMK, ITpHU-
KpeIUIeHHBIi K MPOrHUBLLEMY Pe3MHOBOMY LIUIAHTY, ce6e
Mexay Hor. Ha konoHke — BMOJHE OTYET/IMBO, IMYCTh
Jaxe ¥ TPOHYTHIMU pXaBYMHOM GyKBaMU — GBLUIO HaITH-
CaHO 4TO-TO coBceM yxe HenoHsaTHoe: AMOKO. be3
ceunya. AMOKO MpeBpaTHICS B UX TOTEM, B CHMBOJI Gora
I'poMa, 1 OHM MOKJIOHSUIMCH €My M NMPHHOCHIH €My B

XepTBY OBel M peB MoTOpoB: Ppppppppp! Ppppp! Fppp-

ppppppp!
«Kak 061oMku nmorubmmux Kopabneit, — mopymain

cTpesiok. — Bcero anme GecCMBICNIEHHBIE 00JIOMKH B
NeckKe, KOTOPHIA KOrna-To GbU1 MOpEM».

B TOM 9mcIie M 3Ta XeJie3Has Iopora.

— Ilo Heit u noinem, — cKa3an OH.

MasyuK onATh MpoMoT4ai.

Crpenok 3aracui ¢akeil, H OHH JIETJIM CIaTh.

Korzaa Ponana nmpocHysicsi, 0Ka3aioch, 9T0 MAIBIHK
yXxe He criut. OH CHAEJ Ha XEeJIe3HOM pelibce H CMOTpel
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Ha CTpeJiKa, IyCTh AaXe eMy GbUIO COBCEM HHUYEro He
BHIHO — B KPOMEIIHON! TbME.

OHM 3a1uarainy BIOJb PENbCOB, TOYHO Mapa CHenbix:
CTPeJIOK — BIEpenH, ManpuuK — cjeaoM. OHY LLUIH,
npo6GHpasiCh Ha OLLYTIb, CTapasACb, B TOYHOCTH KaK Cle-
Tible, BCe BpeMs KacaThCst peJibca OAHOi Horoit. U BHOBB
HMX eHMHCTBEHHBIM CITyTHUKOM ObLJ1 peB Oerylleii no rpa-
BYIO PyKy peku. OHM LUIM MOYa, M TaK MPOOOIKAIOCH
TpH neprona 6oapcTBoBaHus noapsid. CTpenKy He XoTe-
JIOCh AaX€e CBA3HO MBICJIUTh, HE TOBOPS YX O TOM, YTOObI
00ayMbIBaTh IUIaHbI AalbHeINX aeiictuii. U cnan oH
6e3 CHOBHICHHIA.

A BO BpeM# YETBEPTOro NMepruoaa OHU B PMOM CMBIC-
JIe CJIOBa HaTKHY/IMCh Ha OPOLLEHHYIO IpE3HHY.

Crpenok ynapwics 06 Hee rpyibio, MIbYHK — OH
LIeJI 110 ApYTO# CTOPOHE — npsAMo A6oM. OH ymnan, TUXO
BCKPHKHYB.

Crpenok HeMeIJIEHHO 3axer daker.

— ThI KaK TaM, HOpMaJIbHO?

CioBa nNpo3ByYaii pe3Ko, €1Ba JIM He pa3ApaXeHHO.
Jaxe caM OH HEBOJIBHO MOMOPLUHMJICS.

— Jla.

ManbpYMK 0CTOPOXHO NOTPOTraJl FOJIOBY, TOTOM TPSX-
HYJ €10, KaK OyaTo 3aTeM, 9T00bI CaMOMy YOeIUTLCA, YTO
C HUM AefcTBHUTEJIBHO BCe B nopsinke. OHu 06epHYINCD,
9TOOH ITOCMOTPETH, BO YTO OHH BPE3ATHCh.

OKas3anoch, YTO 3TO KaKas-TO MJIOCKash MeTaUTHde-
cKad ruiardpopma, 6e3MOJIBHO CTOsILIast Ha pefibcax. B eH-
Tpe 13 noJyia rargopMsl Topyai peryar. CTpesiok He 3Hall,
YTO 3TO 32 LITYKOBHHA, HO MAJIBYMK Y3HA ee cpa3y:

— 310 Ape3nHa.

—Y10?

— JIpe3nHa, — HETEPNENUBO NMTOBTOPWI MATBYMUK. —
Kak B crapuix MyasTamKax. CMoTpuTe.
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IMapHuuika B300Opasicd Ha raTgopMy ¥ nomomen K
pbryary. Emy ynanochb oImycTUTh per9ar BHU3, HO IS 3TO-
ro eMy TIpHUUTOCH HABATUTHCA Ha HEr0 BCEM CBOMM BECOM.
Ilpe3nHa rpoaBUHYIACh YyTh Briepel MO pelbcaM — Gec-
IIYMHO, TOYHO ()aHTOM BHE BpPEMEHH.

— Xopolio, — cKa3a TYCKIIbI MeXaHWIeCKHH rojoc.
006a, cTpenoK 1 MaTbYMK, JaXe MOAMPHITHYH OT HEOXH-
JaHHOCTH. — XOpollIo, Aasaii emme pa... — MexaHW4ecKmit
roJIoc yMep.

— Pa6oraer, TONBKO TAXKENIOBATO HIET, — CKa3aJ fap-
HULIKA, CJIOBHO W3BHHSAACD.

Crpenok Toxe B306paics Ha ruiathopMy H HaXar Ha
puiyar. Jlpe3uHa nocayuHo XBUHYIACh Briepel, HEMHOIO
npoexajia ¥ OCTaHOBWIACh.

— Xopoitiio, 1aBait ewe pa3, — MPOroBOPHI MEXaHH -
YyeckKui ronoc.

CTpeJioK NOYyBCTBOBaJ, KaK Y HEro MoJ HOraMH npo-
BEpHYJICA BeayluMit Baji. EMy NOHpaBWIOCH AciiCTBUE
3Toro ycrpoitctea. I noHpaBuiICcs MeXaHMYECKUI roJioc
(xoTs CcTpenoK yxXe NMOCTAHOBWI Mpo cebf, yTto Gymer
CJTylIaTh €ro He IOJblle, 4YeM 3TO He06X0mMMo). D10 GBUT
TiepBbIil NonaBLIKIACSA eMy 328 MHOIHE rOIBl IPEBHUIA Me-
XaHM3M, He CUMTas TOrO Hacoca Ha JOPOXHOM CTaHIMH,
KOTopkIit paboTan ucrnpaBHo. EMy 310 MOHpaBWIOCh, HO
H BCTpeBOXWIO ToXe. JIpe3uHa ropa3no GuicTpee nocra-
BMT KX 1O Ha3Ha4yeHH10. Yl cTpesiok iaxe He COMHEBaJICH,
9TO 4eJIOBeK B YEPHOM IMOACTPOHI M 3TO TOXKE: YTOOH
OHM HAUUTH 3Ty MallMHY.

— IlpaBna, 3m0poBo? — 'onoc napHHUIIKH ObUI NIpe-
HUCIIOJIHEH UCKpPEHHEro OTBpalieHHs. A nmoroM Omula
TONBKO HempoGuBaeMas THIIMHA. CTPENOK CABIIIAN
TONIbKO GMeHMe CBOEro .cepAla U IylKHe OT3BYKH Ka-
nexp — M Bee.
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— BHl cToifTe Ha TOi CTOpOHE, i — Ha 3TOM, — CKa-
3an JIxeiik. — BaM npuaeTcsa TonkaTh ee OAHOMY, N0Ka
OHa Kax ClIeayeT He pa3roHUTCs. A ITOTOM 51 BaM [OMoOTY.
Bul HanaBuTe, a2 HanaBimo. Tak U nmoeaem. [ToHATHO?

— TloHsTHO.

Crpenox cxXaJl KyJiaku B 0eCriOMOLLIHOM XECTe OTuasi-
HHA.

—. Ho cniepBa BaM puueTcst TONKaTh €€ 0O1HOMY, [T0Ka
OHa He Pa3rOHNTCS, — NMOBTOPHJ MAIbYMK, MO PAMO
Ha CTpeJIKa. '

A nepel MBICJIEHHBIM B30pOM CTpe/Ka HEOXUAAHHO
BCTaJIa XHWBas KapTHHa: bonburoit 3an yepe3 roa nocne
BeceHHero 6ana. Tenepp 3an [1peakos nexan B pyuHax,
Pa30OpeHHBIH BOCCTaHUEM, TPaXAaHCKOM BOIHOM U BTOp-
xeHueM. ClieioM HaxXJIbIHYJIM BOCMIOMHHaHUsA 006 Djuiu,
TO#, Co IpaMOM, U3 Tajula — Kak OHa ynajia, CpaXeHHast
MyJSIMU M3 ero peBosibBepoB. OH yOun ee 6e30 BCAKOIA
MPHYHUHEI... €CJIM pedieKChl HeMb3sl MOCYMUTATh 3a NMpH-
yuHy. [ToroM eMy BcrioMHmiIcsi Katoept Onnryn. Kak on
cMmesuics, cberas ¢ X0MMa — HaBCTpeuy COOCTBEHHO¥
CMEpTH, TaK W TPYGA B 3TOT MPOKIATHI por... Ponaun
Kak GyaTo BOOYMIO yBHIEN ero auuo — U auuo Cio3aH,

HMCKaXEHHOe Iu1ayeM. Bce Mou craphie Apy3bsi, mOXyMan
CTPEJIOK Y YABIOHYJICS 3/0BElei ¥ CTpallHOM YABIGKOM!.

— 3Hauur, Oylly TOJIKaTh, — CKa3aJ OH.

U B3sancs 3a peno. U xorna MexaHuWYyeckuit rosoc
BKJTIOUIICA CHOBa («Xopoino, nasaii eule pa3! Xopouio,
naBaii ewme pa3's), PolaHx NpUHsUICA IIApUTh PYKO# MO
XKeJe3HOMY CTOJNGHKY, Ha KOTOPOM KpenwiCs phlyar.
HaxoHnen oH Haiueln, yro uckaa. Tam GbuUta KHOMKA, Ha
KOTOpYIO OH M HaXal.

— IToka, mpyxmuiue! Jlo ckopoit Bctpeun! — 6oxpo
TPOroBOPWI MEXaHUYECKHUH IoJI0C, NocJie Yero HacTyIrmu-
Jia ONaroc/IoBeHHast TULIMHA.
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OHM KaTHIKCh CKBO3b HETIPOIISIIHYIO ThMY, TeNepb
ropa3ao 6uicTpee, OCKONbKY UM OoJibllie He Halo 6bUIO0
BCJIENYIO HALYTILIBATh NyTh. MexaH4ecKuii rojioc BKJIIO-
yaJics elle ABa pa3a: B NepBblii pa3, YTOOL! NPEMIOXHUTD
UM unncos «Crisp-A-La», 1 elie pa3 — YTo0bI COOGLUHTD,
4YTO MOC/e HAanpsKEHHOro TPYAOBOro OHS HET HHYEro
Jyylue, yeM navka neueHbs <Larchies». BoinaB 3Tot Gec-
LIEHHLIH COBET, IroJIOC YMOJIK HACOBCEM.

INMocTencHHO Ape3nHa — HEMOBOPOT/IMBAs NOHAYATY,
MOCJie CTONLKMX JIET BIHYXIEHHOrO Oe3neifcTBus — pac-
Kouerapunach U mnouuia raagko. MajibyHK 4€CTHO Mbl-
TaJICSi NOMOY4b, Y CTPEJIOK MHOM pa3 ycTynai, HO 60o/bLuei
YacCTbhlO TPYAWICS OOMH, Pa3sMALUMCTHIMHM IBWOKECHUSAMH
Kayas pbiyar BBepx-BHHU3. [lon3eMHas peka ocraBanach
HX BEPHbIM MONMYTYHMKOM, TO MOACTYNAss COBCEM-COBCEM
6113K0, TO yxons ganbluie Bripaso. OmHaXAbI OHA OLTy-
LUMJIa UX MOLUHBIM U TYJIKHM IPOXOTOM, CJIOBHO BAPYr
MpoHecjach MO HapTEKCy NOMCTOPHYECKOro cobopa.
A B IIpyToii pa3 uymMa BObl CTa/IO MOYTH He CIIBILIHO.

Kasanocph, ckopocTb 4 Berep, ObIOLLMIA B JIMIO OT
IOBUXEHHS IPE3NUHBI, 3aMEHWIH COOOM 3peHHe U BEPHYTH
MM OLLYLUEHHE NMPOCTPAaHCTBa H BpeMeHH. CTpeJIoK NpH-
KHHYN, YTO OHH AENAIOT OT AECATH OO NATHAALATH MITb
B4ac. [lopora uuia BBepx, NOXHUMAACh ITOJIOTUM, OOMaH-
YHUBO HE3aMETHRIM YKJIOHOM, KOTOPhIi, OAHAKO, H3PAAHO
ero yromui. Ensa oHM 0CTaHOBHJIMCh Ha OTABIX, CTPEJIOK
cpa3y yCHyN Kak yOuThii. [IpoBM3uMH ocTanoch Bcero
HUYEro, HO HM CTpeJIKa, HH MapHUILIKY 3TO yXe HE BOJI-
HOBAJIO.

Crtpenok elle He YJIaBIMBAJ HANpPSDKEHHA NPUOIN-
Xaloumeicsd KyITbMHHALHK, HO IS Hero oHo GhUIO Ta-
KHM Xe peaibHRIM (M HapacCTaloLIUM), KaK M YCTaJIOCTh
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OT ymnpaBjieHHs Ope3uHoi. OHM yxe npubauxanuch K
KOHILY NepBoit ¢a3bl... BO BCAKOM CiIy4yae, OH npubau-
xancs. OH cebs TyBCTBOBAJ KaK aKTep, CTOSILLIMHA roce-
peoviHe TPOMaIHOM CLUEHBI 3a MUHYTY 10 MOXHATHA 3a-
HaBéca: aKTep, KOTOPHIN YXXe NPUHSI HEOGXOAMMYIO 103y
¥ TOTOBMTCS MMPOU3HECTH NMEPBYIO PETUINKY, KOTOpast yXe
BEPTUTCSA B rOJIOBE; €MY C/IBIIIHO, KaK HEBUIMMBIE MTOKA
3PWUTENH LIYpLIAT MPOrpaMMKaMHU M paccaXuBaloTcs Mo
MecTtaM. Tenepb OH yXe NOCTOSSHHO OLLyLaJ TAe-TO
BHYTDH, B XHBOTE, TYTO# KOMOK HEXOPOLIEro npeaBKy-
MeHUsA ¥ OrUI Jaxe pam, 9T0 U3HYECKoe yTOMIeHHe
TTOMOraeT €My 3aCHYTh. A KOraa OH 3achinai, TO cnaj
KaK YOHTBIA.

Manbauk yxe no4td He pasroBapusai. Ho onHaxanl
BO BpeMsl IIpHBaJia, He3aloJIro 10 TOro, Kak Ha HUX Ha-
NaJIH HeHOYMKH-MYTAHTBI, OH CIIPOCHJI Y CTpeJIKa, NOYTH
po6KO, O TOM, KaK OH CTaJl B3POCJIbIM.

— MHe Hazno 3HaTh, — CKas3aJ OH.

Crpenok cuaen, MPUBAIMBLIMCHL CTHHOM K phIYary H
IepXxa Bo pry nanupocky. (Kcratu, 3anac rabaka Toxe
yXe NOMXOAWI K KOHLy.) OH yxe 3acbinaj, KOria Majib-
YHK BOPYT 3a0aJl CBOH BOIPOC.

— A 3a9eM Te6e? — yAMBHIICA CTPEJIOK.

— IIpocro MHe uHTepecHO. — '0/10C MATBYMIIKH ObUT
Ha yOMBJICHME YNpSAMbBbIM, KaK OyATO OH XOTeJI CKDBLITh
cMmyuiexue. ITomoruaB, oH fo6aBwi: — MHe Bcerna 66u10
HMHTEPECHO, KaK JIIOAM CTAHOBATCA B3POCIBLIMHU. A CNpo-
CHIIB Y B3pOCJIbIX, TAK OHU 0043aTeNIbHO COBPYT.

— Koe-4To TH yXe 3Haelb, — cKa3all cTpeioK. — Ho
YTO 5 pacCKa3piBaJl... 3TO BCe-TAKM He O TOM, KaK f CTajl

B3pocabniM. HaBepHoe, s Hayayl B3pOCieTb yXe Iocie
TOrO... HY, O 9eM s Te0e rOBOpMII...

— Pacckaxure 0 TOM, KaK Bbl BRI3BAIM Ha MOSAHMHOK
yauress, — nonpocui ke,
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Ponann kuBHya. [la, Bce npaBribHO. JIIo60My MaJTb-
YUUIKEe ObUIO Obl HHTEPECHO MOCAYLIAaTh TaKyl0 HCTO-
puio.

— Ho no-nHacTositueMy s moB3pocies, KOraa namna
OTNpaBM1JI MeHs B nytewiecTBie. U sTamel 3TOro myreme-
CTBHS CTaU 3TarnaMu MOero B3pociieHust. — OH nomen-
awi. — OnHaxuab! s BHIEN, KaK Belalu YejoBeKa, KOTo-
poro He ObLN0.

— Yenoseka, KoTOoporo He 66u10? 310 Kak?

— Ero MoxHO GblIO noTporaTh, HO HeNb3s OBUIO
YBUAETD.

JIXeiK KHBHYJ C TOHUMaHHEM.

— 3710 OblNT YeTOBEK-HEBUAHUMKA.

PonaHa yausneHHO NpumonHsan 6poBb. OH paHbLIe
He cablluai, 4yToObl MX TaK Ha3blBaIM, 3THX JiloACH, KO-
TOpPBIX HeT.

— [lpaBna?

— Ara.

— Hy nanHo, kak ckaxeuib. Ho kak 65! TamM HH 6BUTO,
TaM GbUIM JTIOAM, KOTOPbI€ HE XOTETH, YTOOBI A 3T0 Ae-
Jian, — OHW N'OBOPWIH, YTO OHH OYIYT MPOKIIATH, €CIIH A
3JTO caenaro, HO 3TOT MapeHb... Y4€JI0BCK-HEBUANMKA... OH
HaCWIOBA XeHIUHWH. 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO TaKoe?

— Jla, — cka3an [Ixeitk. — U y Hero 3To, HaBepHOE,
JIErKO NMoJay4yanoch, pa3 OH HeBHAMMKa. U TpyaHoO GBUIO
€ro nomMars?

— O6 3TOM 51 pacckaxy BApYyroit pa3. — Ponana 3Han,
YTO ApPYyroro pasa yxe He oyaer. Onu 06a 06 3TOM 3Ha-
JI4. — A ellie 9epe3 Ba rofa st 6pocui aeBywIky. B onaoM
MecTeuKe, HaseiBaock oHo Koponesckuii Ilocenok. Bpo-
CHJI, XOTA He XoTeJ 6pocarhb...

— Her, B XOTeNH, — BAPYT CKa3ajl MaIbiuK. OH
CKA3aJI 3TO THXO U AaXe MAIKO, HO C ABHBIM ITPe3peHNeM
B rosioce. — IToToMy 9¥T0 BaM Hazno 6buio nokiti o bam-
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HHU. BaMm Hamo. GbUTO MATH, HECMOTPSL HU Ha YTO... KakK
3THM KOB0OOSIM, Ha OTLIOBCKOM KaHale.

Ponann rnovyBCTBOBaI, KaK KpPOBb XapKOil BOJIHOM
NpWIWIA K JIMIY, HO, KOrla OH 3arOBOPHJI, €ro roJjioc
OCTaBaJICA CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ POBHBIM:

— HasepHoe, 3T0 ¥ OBUI MOJ NTOC/IEAHMIA 3TN B3pOC-
JieHus1. BoT TaK s ¥ B3pocyien — OT ciiyyas K ciydaio. Ho
KOrla 9TO-TO TaKoe NMPOMCXONMIO, S NMTOHUMaI 3TO He
cpa3y, MCTMHHBIA CMBIC/I NPOUCLIEALIEr0o OTKPbIBAJICSH
MHE No3Xe.

Jo cTpenka BAPYT OOLUIO, YTO OH MbITAETCA YHTH OT
OTBeTa Ha KOHKPETHBI BONPOC, 3aJaHHbIi MAIBYMKOM,
M OH MOYYBCTBOBaJI ce06s HEJIOBKO.

— HaBepHoe, 00psn coBepLIEHHONETHA TOXe Gbul
OYepeqHBIM 3TariOM, — HEXOTA BhiIaBWI OH. — Takoi
OobHIUHMAIBHEIA, TTIOYTH CTWIM30BaHHBIA: YTO-TO Bpoe
TIPHABOPHOrO 6aIbHOrO TaHLa. — CTpesyIoK M3aJl HETNpH-
ATHHIA CMEIIOK.

" MaJbYMK MONYal.

— Hyx#Ho 6sU10 10Ka3aTh, YTO ThI CTAJ MYXYHHOM.

Jloka3atsh B 60eBOM MOEAMHKE, — Hayasl CTPENOK.

v

Jleto M 3HOM.

ITomHas 3emia Habpocwiach Ha MCTOMJICHHBIH Kpai,
TOYHO JIIOGOBHHUK-BAMITHp, YOMBasi MOYBY CBOMM HC-
CTYIUIEHHBIM XapOoM, a BMecTe C Heif — u noceBH ¢ep-
MepoB. Ilona Bokpyr ropoma-kpenoctd I'mneana mpe-
BPaTHIKCh B CTEPHIIbHYIO GJTyIO ITYCTOLUB. A B HECKOJIb-
KHX MWIAX K 3anany, Y CaMbIX I'paHML, rae KOHYaICs
LIMBWIN30BaHHHIK MUp, yXe Hayajach BoifHa. HoBocTH,
YTO NMPUXOMWIM OTTYA3, OBUIM HeyTemmTeNbHBIMU. HO
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JIaXe OHU MepKiHU nepen 6e3XaToCTHHM 3HOEM, LIapHB-
IIUM 30ecb — B caMOM LieHTpe. CKOTHHA B 3aroHax Ha
CKOTHBIX JBOpax CTOsJla, Tapamlia IMycThie Ija3a, He B
CHWJIax Jaxe noiueBejuThcst. CBHHBH BSUIO NOXPIOKHBAIH,
3a6bIB HE TOJIBKO O HOXaX, y2ke HaTOYEHHBIX B TpenaBe-
PHM OCEHM, HO 1aXe O TOM, YTOOH! ILTOAUTBCA H pa3MHO-
Xartbcs. Jlioou, Kak BCeraa, XaloOBalKCh Ha XWU3Hb H
MPOKJIMHAIH HAJIOTH BMECTE C BOGHHBIM IIPU3HIBOM, HO
3a BCe 3TOIt NOJNTHYECKOH UrpOM — araTHYHOHU, NpHU
BCEM MOKa3HOM SHTY3Ha3Me — CKpbiBallaCh OHA ITyCTO-
Ta. HeHTp o6BeTIIaN, KaK NPOTepIIMIACS CTaphlil KOBep,
KOTOpBIif COTHIO pa3 MbUIH, TOTOM CHOBAa TONTAIM HO-
raMH, BLIOMBIM M BHIBELIMBAIM MOCYIIMTBCA HA COJM-
HBIIIKO. HUTH, YTO YAEPXUBAIM NOC/IEAHNE CAMOLBETEI
Ha MCTOILIEHHOM IpyId MHUpa, YXe pacmycKaiuch. Bce
pacnanasoch. 3emJis 3aTania JbiXxaHUe — B TO JIETO GuIH-
3AMErocs yramka.

Manbuuk 6ecuenbHO 6poan o BepXHeMy KOPHROPY
TOr0 KaMeHHOTO NMpPOCTPaHCTBA, KOTOpoe GLUIO ero Io-
MOM, — OH YYBCTBOBaJI, YTO FNOTOBHTCS YTO-TO IDIOXOE,
XOTs M He MOHUMaJT, YTO IponcxonuTt. OH Toxe GhUT IyCT
M OMNACEH U XAajl TOr0, YTO HANOJHUT 3TY BHYTPEHHIOIO
MycToTY.

C Tex nop Kak NMoBeCHIH N0Bapa — TOro caMoro Xak-
ca, Y KOTOpOro Bceraa Haxomwiloch 9To-HHMOYyap BKYC-
HEHBKOE JUIS N'OJIONHBIX MaJIbYMILIEK, — MHHYJIO YX€ TPH
roaa. 3a 3To BpeMs MaJIbYHK MOMPaBWICA X BO3MYXall.
U BOT Teneps, ONETHIA TONBKO B IIOBBUIMHABIIAE NITAHBI
M3 XIOImYaToOyMaXHOW TKaHM, YETHIpHAAULATH JIET OT
pony, MMXPOKOIPYAR U JIMHHOHOIMMA, OH BHKAa3hlBal
BCE NMPU3HAKM, YTO U3 HEro BHIAET XpaOphiii M CHIBHBIA
MyXdauHa. OH GbUI efie JeBCTBEHHHMKOM, HO iBe Golixue
IOYypKH OHOTO KyTIlia U3 3ananHoro I'opoza yxe BoBCIO
CTPOWIM eMy MIa3sKu. OH TOXe MCIHTHIBAI K HUM Blle-
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YeHHe, M Telepb OHO MPOSABIIOCH elle ocTpee. daxe
3[I€Ch, B 3TOM NPOXJIafHOM KAMEHHOM KOPHUAOpE, BCE €ro
TeJIO NOKPLUIOCH HCITADUHOM.

Jlanbiire o KOpUAOPY Pacnoiaraiuch NOKOU MaTepH,
HO OH ceifuac He cobMpaJics Tyna 3axoautb. OH cobupan-
CSl TOTHATHCA HA KPBILUY, [I€ €ro XIanu JIErKUit BeTeEPOK
U BCE YNOBOJILCTBHSA, KOTOPbIE MOJIOAEHBKHE MATBYUILKU
IOCTaBIISTIOT ceGe pYKOiA.

OH yxe mnpoumejl MUMO ABEpH, KaK BADPYI KTO-TO
OKJIMKHYJI €ro:

— Oif, ManbyMK!

9710 6bUT MapTeH, COBETHHK, OEThIi C MOAO3PHTE/Ib-
HOM, HaCTOpPaXMBaIOLLEl HEOPEXHOCTbIO: YEpHBIE 0bJie-
rajomue WTaHbl, MOYTH KaK TPUKO, U Oenast pybGaxa,
paccrerHyrasi Ha 6e3posiocoit rpyau. Ero Bosioch! ObutH
B3bEPOLIEHBI.

MaJbuMK Mos1Ya CMOTpEJ Ha Hero.

— Bxoau, Bxonu! He croii B kopunope. TBosi MaMa
Xou4er ¢ To00it NoroBopuTh. — OH yJbI6ancst, HO TOJMBKO
omHuMM ryoamu. Ero rimasa ObuiM HacMEUIWBBIMU H
A3BUTEJILHBIMU. A 32 3TOI HACMELL KO ObUT TOJBKO XO-
Jop.

Ho Mama, noxoxe, COBCeM He ropejia XeJlaHHeM ero
BuaeTb. OHa cupena B Kpeciie y 60JbLIOro OKHa B LI€H-
TPJIbHON N'OCTMHOM — TOrO CaMOro, YTO BBIXOAHWJIO HA
PacKaNIEeHHYIO KaMEHHYI0O MOCTOBYIO BHYTPEHHEr0 IBOpa.
Ha nei 66010 IpocTOE IOMAIIIHEE TUIaThe, 1 OHO MOCTO-
SIHHO CIOJI3aJI0 C OBGHOrO IUIeya, ¥ OHa TONBKO pa3 Nno-
mIsigena Ha ChlHa — OBICTPBIM MPOMENbK NevyaaTbHOMH
YIBIOKH, KaK OTpaXeHHEe OCEHHEro CONHLA B TEKydeH
Bozie. IToTroM OHA onycTKIa [71a3a M BCE BpeMsl, IT0Ka OHH
TOBOPIJIM, MPUCTAJILHO U3ydala CBOH PYKH.

Tenepb OHM BUIEMCh PEAKO, U IPU3PaKH KOJLIOEb-
HBIX nNeceH
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(ux-yupux, He 6olica Kowex)

yXe IMOYTH CTEPNUCH ¥ Hero u3 maMsaTH. OHa crena-
JIach [UISl HErO YYX0ii, HO ocTalach TIOGMMONI. OH MCITbI-
ThIB&JI CMYTHBIH CTpax, U B Ayll€ y HEro nocejawiach
HeucTpeOMMasi HEHaBUCTb K MapTeHy, KOTOpHIit Gbli
NpaBoif pyKoi oTua.

— Tui kak, Po, HopManbHO? — THXO CIIPOCHJIA OHa,
M3yuas CBOM pyKH. MapTteH Bctai psanoM ¢ Heif. Ero pyka
TSXENO OMyCTHUIACh HA MAMUHO OTOJIMBILIEECH IUIEYI0 —
B TOM MECTe, rle¢ OHO COeNUHSIOCH C ee Genol weeit.
U euwte oH ynei6anca. Um o6oum. Korna MapreH yas-
6acsa, ero kapHe riasa TEeMHEJN ¥ CTAHOBWIUCH ITOYTH
YTO YEPHBIMH.

— HopMmanbHO, — OTBETHI MaIbYHK.

— A yYMLIBbCA KaK, Xopomo? BanHU T060i1 noBoneH?
A Kopt? — Korna matb Ha3pasia uMsa Koprta, oHa HEBOJIb-
HO CKpMBMJIACh, Kak OYATO CheJia YTO-TO FOPHKOE.

— 41 crapaiocs.

OHu 06a 3HaNH, YTO OH HE TaKoi YMHBIN, Kak Kar-
GepT, U He Takoil cMBILUIEHBLA, Kak JIxelmu. OH Gl
TYTOZYMOM, HO 3aTO YIOPHBLIM TPYASroi. XoTa Jaxe AjaH
YUuWics JIyvine.

— A Kax JJaBun? — OHa 3HaJ1a, KaK CHIH MIPHBA3aH K
COKOJy.

Manpuuk B3rITHYN -Ha MapreHa. ToT no-npexHemy
MOKPOBUTENILCTBEHHO YJBIOaNCS.

— ¥Ye MMHOBaJ1 CBOIO JIYYLIYIO IOpy.

Marb Kak GyaTo noMopuwiach; Ha MTHOBEHHE JINLIO
MapreHa noTeMHeJI0, ¥ OH €1l KpeIrye CXal ee IueYo.
A 1oToM MaTh MOBEPHYJIa roJIOBY, MOIIANENa Ha pacKa-
JIEHHY10 Geu3Hy 3HORHOrO AHA 32 OKHOM, H BCe ONATH
CTaJI0 KaK Ipexne.

«3T0 TaKas mapana, — MogyMaj Manb4uK. — Hrpa.
Ho xT0 ¢ XeM urpaer?»
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— V¥V 1e6s Ha N6y ccagMHa, — cKa3an MapTeH, npo-
noyokast ynbi6aTbcs. OH HEOPEXHO TKHYI MaJIbLIEM B OT-
METHMHY OT NOCNeaHeH

(cnacubo mebe 3a HayKy, yuumens)

KopTOBO# BOCITUTATEILHOM B3OYUKH.

— Ts1 yTO, Oyneub TaKUM Xe GOMLIOM, KaK U TBOM
OTell, WIM Thl IPOCTO HEPACTOPOIHbIit?

Ha 3ToT pa3 MaTh ¥ BipaBay MOMOPILWIACH.

— WM.710 M Apyroe, — OTBETH] MaJIbYMK, MOTOM IIO-
MIsIeN NpsMo B Iia3a MapTeHy ¥ U306pa3n/l HaTYyXHYIO
ynbIOKy. Jlaxe 3aech, B MOMEIIEHUH, GbUIO CIULIKOM
XKapKo.

MapTeH BAPYT nepecTa yasl6aThCs.

— Tenepb MOXeLlb MOATH Ha Kpbllly, Maybiw. Ka-
Xercs, y Te0s TaM Aena.

— Mos MaTh elne He OTITyCTHIa MeHs1, Baccat!

MapTreH noMopLIHICS, CIOBHO €0 XJIECTHYJIH ITUTEThIO.
Manbuuk ycnellnan, KaK MaTb B3JOXHYJIa, FOPECTHO U
Tsokes10. OHa Ha3Baia ero o UMeHM.

Ho 3ta HataHyTas, Gone3HeHHas yibIOKa TaK U 3a-
CThUIA Ha Nvue Manbuuka. OH 1IarHyJ1 Bnepen.

— Kak s noHMMalo, Thl HOJKEH MHE MOKJIOHUTBLCH,
B 3HaK BEPHOCTH. BO MMs oTLA MOero, KOTOpoMy THI,
Baccal, CIYXHWIIb U MOAYHHACLILCS.

MapreH ycraBWwiCs Ha Hero, He Bepsi CBOMM YIIaM.

— Crynait, — npousHec oH Miarko. — Crynait 1 3aii-
MU CBOIO PYKY AECJIOM.

Manb4mK yuien, yn6asch.

Korza oH 3aKkpbu1 3a co00it ABepb, OH YCJIbIIIa, KaK
MaTh 3aKpHYaia. J1o GbUI BOIUIb GaHbILIM, MTpeABeIalo-
et cMepTh. A MOTOM — HET, TaK He ObIBaeT, He MOXET
OBITb — 3BYK MOIUEYHHBI. OTLOBCKMI CIyTa YIapuI ero
MaTb M cKa3aJl eif, YToObl OHa 3aTKHYJACh.

YT06H OHA 3aTKHY/IACh!
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A MOTOM OH ycabIlai cMex MapreHa.
ManbyuK npoaoskan yasibarecs. Tak, yabi6ascs, oH
Y TIOLLEN HA UCTBLITAHUE.

v

IIxeitMH KaK pa3 BO3BpaTHICS U3 TOPOAa, Tae Hacly-
LIANCs BCAKOrO OT ropjiacThiX TOProBOK, H, KaK TOJLKO
yBuaen PonaHna, mpoXxoguBUIEro IO TPEHHPOBOYHOI
[UIoLIanKe, cpa3y Xe noabexain K HEMy, YTO6hI nepecka-
3aTh BCE NOCJEqHHE CIIYXH O PE3HE U MATEXAX Ha 3anafie.
Ho, yBunes avuo Ponanaa, oH Aaxe He CTal ero OKIH-
Karb. OHH ¢ PolaHooM 3HaIM APYT APYTa C MJIalleHYeCTBa:
NMONCTPEKAIM APYT Apyra Ha BCAKME LIAIOCTH, TY3WIH
JpYT Apyra, BMECTE HCCIeN0BaIM NOTAaHbIE YTONKH Kpe-
MIOCTH, B CTEHaX KOTOPOit OHU 062 POAWIMCh.

Ponann npowen MHMO Apyra, Isias TPAMO INepen
co0oii, HU4ero BOKpYT He 3aMeyass — M YJIuOaseb BCe
TO# Xe cTpaluHO# ynbiokoit. OH wen k nomy Kopra, rae
BCe OKHa ObUIM 3aJepHYTHI IUIOTHRIMH IITOPaMHM — YTO-
6bl OTTOPOOUTLCA OT HEILANHO Nayiilero comxua. Kopr
MpUer B3IpeMHYTb nocie 06ea, YToGkl BeYepoM.: CIoJI-
Ha Hac/IaluThCS ITOXONOM IT0 GOpHesIAM HIDKHEro ropoaa.

HxeiiMu cpa3y Xe NOHsI, 4TO ceifuac Gymer. EMy
CTaJIO CTPalllHO ¥ OY€Hb BOJIHUTENBHO. Y OH HHKaK He
MOT cO06pa3uTh, YTO €My JeJaTh: Cpa3y NocJIeqoBaTh 3a
Ponanaom win cHayasa Io3paTh OCTIbHBIX.

Ho notroM nepBoe oueneHeHHe NpoLUIo, U OH CO BCEX
HOT 6pOCHJICA K IaBHOMY 3AaHHIO, BHIKPUKHBAs Ha XOMy:

— KarGepr! Anen! ToMac!

B 3HOI{HOM BO31yX€e €10 KpMKHU 3BY4aJIi TOHKO M Cla-
6eHpKO0. OHM JaBHO 3TO 3HaIH. biaropaps 3TOMy BHY-
TPEHHEMY, HENOCTHOKMMOMY YyThIO, KOTOPAIM HaZlCJICHBI
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BCE MATLYMIIKHM Ha CBETE, OHH 3HaJM, yTo PonaHn Gyaer
MepBLIM, KTO BhiaeT K uyepre. Ho 4ToGbI BOT Tak... He
paHoBaTo JIN?

Hukakue cnyxu o 6yHTax, BOHaX M YepHOK Maruu
He MorM Ol 3axeyb JXeliMM Tak, Kak 3Ta Myraioouias
yneiOka Ha uue PonaHpa. 910 GbUIO peanbHee U CEpb-
e3Hee, 9YeM JOCYXHe CIUIETHH, NepecKa3aHHble KaKo¥-
HUOy b 6€33y00ii 6a6oit-3eneHImLe Hag 3aCHKEHHBIMH
MyXaMM KOYaHaMH cajiaTa.

Ponann nonoiuen K A0My y4UTeNs ¥ ITHYN ABEPb HO-
roit. iBepb pacnaxHynach, XJIOMHY/a MO rpybo OLUTYKa-
TYPEHHOM CTEHE M OTCKOYMIa 06paTHO.

OH BOLIEN B 3TOT IOM B NeEpPBbIit pa3. JIBephb ¢ yIULIbI
BeJIa MPAMO B CITAPTAHCKYIO KyXHIO, CYMPayHYIO M Mpo-
xnagHy1o. Ctoi. JIBa XeCTKUX CTy1a. JIBa KyXOHHBIX LIKa-
¢a. Ha nosry — BBILBETLUHI JIHHOJNEYM C YEPHBIMH HO-
POXKaMH, NMPOTAHYBUIMMUCS OT KpPbILWIKM rorpe6a 1o
Pa3feNoYHOro CToNa, HaJ KOTOPBIM BUCEIM HOXH, a OT-
Tyla — K 00eleHHOMY CTOy.

‘BOT OH: AOM YeJIOBEKaA, Ybsl XKM3Hb POXOAUT Ha JII0-
IX, HO KOTOphIit XuBeT oqrH. IToGnekuast 6epiaora He-
YEMHOTO MOJIYHOYHOrO OpaXXHMKa M KyTWJIbl, KOTOPbIH
MycTh rpy00, I0-CBOEMY, HO BCE Xe 110011 peGATHILIEK —
BOT yX€ TpexX NOKOJIEeHHI — M KOe-KOro M3 HHX crenan
CTpeNKaMH.

— Kopr!

OH nHyN HOro# CToJ, TaK YTO TOT MPOCKOJIB3WI Yepe3
BCIO KyXHIO ¥ YAapWICA B CTONKY ¢ HoxaMHU. Hoxu mo-
najaay Ha MnoJ.

B cocemHelt KOMHaTe YTO-TO 3allieBEWIOCH, pa3fai-
sl NMOJTYCOHHBLA NPUITyLIEHHBIN Kalllellb, KaK 3T0 ObIiBa-
€T, KOIia YejioBeK nmpoymimnaer ropyio. Ho Maibymk Tyna
He roLeJ1, 3Hasl, 9TO 3TO YJIOBKa, 4T0 KOpT NpoCcHYyIICH,
KaK TOJILKO OH BOIIEN B KYXHIO, ¥ TeNephb XKIET 3a ABEPHIO,
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CBepKasi CBOMM €IMHCTBEHHBIM IJIa30M, TOTOBBII CBEPHYTb
ILIEIO HE3BAHOMY FOCTIO, BOPBAaBIIEMYCS K HEMY B JIOM.

— Kopr, Brixonu! S npuwen 3a To6oit, cMepa!

OH o6parwics K yuutesnio Ha BeicokoM Criore, u Kopt
PBIBKOM pacnaxHyn nsepb. OH 65N TIOYTH rONBIM, B OI-
HMX Tpycax. KopeHacTblit 4 IUIOTHBII, C KPUBBIMHM HOra-
MM, BECh B LIpaMax ¥ Oyrpax MbIOIL, C BbITIMPAIOLIUM
KPYT/bIM XXWBOTMKOM. HO MaJIbuMK 1O ONBITY 3HaN, YTO
3TOT 0OMaHYMBO APAGABIA XUBOTHK ObUI TBEPABIM KaK
cranb. EnuncTBeHHblii 3psunii a3 Kopra yrpiomo ycra-
Bwics Ha Ponanna.

Kak no10xxeHo, MaIbYUK OTAAN YYUTEMO YECTb.

— Tl 6onblue He Oynelb YYUTb MeHs, cMepl. Cero-
IHA g 6yny yuuTb Tebs.

— Tbl npuiuesn paHblie CPOKa, COMUIAK, — HEOpEXHO
nporosopun Kopr, Ho Toxe Ha Beicokom Citore. — I'ona
Ha IIBa KaK MHHMMYM, C MO€it TOYKH 3peHus. S cnipowry
TOJIBKO pa3: MOXET, OTCTYNHIILCA, [T0Ka HEe MO3IHO?

Manbyuk Nuiub yabiGHYACSA CBOEH HOBOM CTPALIHOM
ynbI6Koii. [1ns Kopra, KOTOpBLA BUIE] TaKue YIBIOKY Ha
KPOBAaBBIX MOJISIX CPaXEHHUIt YeCTH U 6ecuecTns, MoK He-
60M, OKpacHBLUIMMCS B ajiblii LIBET, 3TO CaMO IO cebe
66U10 OTBeTOM. BO3MOXHO, €AUHCTBEHHBIM OTBETOM,
KOTOpPOMY OH 6bl [TOBEPHII.

— Jla, HeBecesio, — OTPELIEHHO MPOroBOpPWI Y4H-
Tenb. — Thl 661 MOMM CaMBIM MHOT00GeIAIONINM yJe-
HUKOM. Jlyunium, s1 6B CKa3all, 3a MoCHeIHHE ABa NeCSAT-
Ka JieT. MHe Oyzaer Xaiib, KOraa Thl CJIOMaelIbCs ¥ MOH-
Iewsp no caenoMy myrd. Ho MUp COBHHYJICA C MecCTa.
I'psanyT ckBepHBIE BpeMeHa.

MabyuK Monyat (OH Ol BPAZ JIM CyMeJ IaTh KaKOe-T0
CBSI3HOE OOBSCHEHME, eC/ii Obl €ro MOMPOCHIM. O TOM
HanpsMyIO), HO BIiepBbI€ 3a BCE 3TO BpeMsl €ro Iyraloias
yablOKa ciierka CMAMYHIACh.
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— M Bce-Taku ecThb NpaBO KpPOBU, — MPOXOJDKaJ
Kopt. — HeB3upast Ha GyHTBl ¥ YepHOE KOJIIOBCTBO Ha
3anane. Kposs ciwibHee. S TBo# Baccai, MalbYuK. S npu-
3HAI0 TBOE ITPaBO BCEM CEPALIEM M roTOB NMOAYUHHUTHCS
TBOMM ITPHKA3aM, JaXe eCJIM TO GyIeT B MOCNEeIHUIA pas.

M KopT, KOTOpHIit 6MII ero ¥ MUHaJ, ceK OO KPOBH,
pyraji Ha 49eM CBET CTOMT, HacMexajiCsd Hal HMM, Kak
TOJILKO He 003BIBaJI, aXe NPbIIIOM-CHHWIMTUKOM, BCTaJI
Tiepel HUM Ha OHO KOJIEHO ¥ CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY.

MaJbYHK NMPOTAHY/ PYKY M C H3yMJIEHHEM NIPHKOC-
HYJICA K 3arpy6eBimeii, HO yI3BUMOIf TUIOTH Ha lllee Ha-
CTaBHMKA.

— Bcranb, Baccan, ¥ NpUMHUPUMCS B J1I06BU U Npo-
[LCHUM.

KopTt MemieHHO NNOAHSIICS, U MATBYUKY BIPYT MOKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO 3a 3aCThIBIICH, HATAHYTO! MacKOM, B KOTO-
pYIO Terneph NpeBpaTWIOCh JIMLIO YYUTENs, CKPBIBAaeTCs
HenoaaenbHas 60Jb.

— TonbKo 310 HampacHas Tpata. MHe OyJeT Xanko
Te0s morepaTb. OTCTYMUCH, IIyNbIA MabyMuilKa. Sl Ha-
pyly CBOIO Xe KIATBy. OTCTynuch u 060Xnu!

Mapynx Moyai.

— Xopomo. Kak TH cka3ai, Tak U 6ynet. — Tenepb
rosioc Kopra ctai cyxuM, enoBUTHIM. — J1alo TeGe poB-
HO 4ac. Bu6op opyxus 3a To6oiA.

— A TH NpHIelb CO CBOEH Mnankoit?

— Kak Bcerna.

— A CKOJIBKO NAaJIOK y Te6s yxe oro6pamu, Kopr? —
370 6BUTO PABHOCHWIBHO TOMY, YTOGH! CIIPOCHTD: «CKOJb-
KO MaJIbYMKOB-YYEHMKOB M3 T€X, YTO BOLILIM BO ABOP Ha

3anax bosbmoro 3aina, BHILUIH OTTYAa CTPEJIKAMU?»

— CerogHs ee y MeHI Heé OTHHUMYT, — -MEIUIECHHO
nporosopwi Kopt. — M MHe npaBaa xainb. Taxkoi 1maHC
Jaercs IOk pa3, Manbiil. Tonbko pa3. U Haka3aHMe 3a
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HU3JIMLIHEe pBEHHE TAKOE Xe, KaK M 3a MOJIHYI0 HECOCTOM -
TeJIbHOCTb. Pa3Be Heb3st 000XaaTh?

Manbyuk BCnOMHWI MapTeHa: Kak OH CTOsU1, BO3BHI-
maschk Hax HUM. Ero ynpsiOky. M 3ByK NOWmMEYIHHH H3-32
3aKpBITOM IBEPH.

— Her, Henb3s.

— Xopowo. Kakoe opyxue Tbl u36upaenip?

Maibuuk Monuan.

Kopt pactaHyn ryGel B ynbliOKe, 0GHaXHB KpHBBIE
3y0bl.

— JIns Hayana BrojaHe aaxe Myapo. Crano GbiThb,
yepe3 yac. Thl XOTb MOHHMAELLb, YTO CKOpee BCEro Thi
yXXe HHKOra He YBUIMILb CBOEro OTLIa, CBOIO MaTh, CBO-
Hx 6patbeB no Ka?

— 4 3Hal0, YTO 3HAYMT M3rHAHHE, — THXO OTBETHI
MaJIbYHK.

— Torna uau. A nomymait, 1 BCHOMHH JIMLIO CBOEIO
oTua. XoTa Tebe 3TO yXe He MOMOXeT.

Manbyuk yiuesn He OIJIAAbIBasACh.

vi

B norpe6e nox am6apoM 65U10 06MaHIMBO ITPOXJIAN-
Ho. Cripo. [Taxyno BraxHok 3emneit u nayruHo. Jlyau
BE3[EeCYIEro CONHLUA NMPOHHKAIM AaXe CioAa, CKBO3b
Y3KHe MbUTbHbIE OKHa, HO TYT XOTA 6bl He IyBCTBOBAIOCH
U3HypsloLIe# MHeBHO! Xapbl. MambyuK AepXan 3aech
COKOJIa, ¥ ITTHILY, MTOXO0XeE, 3TO BIIOJIHE YCTPaUBaJIo.

Teneps aBua cocrapwics 4 Gorblie yXe He OXOTHI-
ca B He6e. Ero nepbs moyrpaTiu 6sutoit Gieck — a eme
roja TpM Ha3aJl OHHM TaK M CHSUIM, — HO B3IJIAA OCTaBaJl-
CSl IPOH3UTEbHEIM U HEMOABIXKHLIM, KaK npexnae. I'o-
BODAT, HEJIb3 MOAPYXUTHCA C COKQJIOM, €CJIH TOJIBKO Th
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CaM HAaroJIOBUHY HE COKOJ, OXMHOKHUIA Y BPEMEHHINH
obuTaresb 3eMJIM, 6e3 npy3el 1 6e3 HanoGHOCTH B APY3b-
sx. Coxos He 3HaeT, YTO TaKoe MOpPasib U JII0OOBb.

Teneps JlaBua cran crapbiM cokonoMm. M manpuuk
OYEeHb HalIesUICs, YTO OH CaM — TOXe COKOJI, HO MOJIOZIOH.

— IlpuBer. — OH NpPOTSAHYN PYKYy K Xepoouke, Ha
xotopoit cunen dasun. Tor nepebpasics Ha pyKy Majb-
YMKa ¥ CHOBA 3aCThUI HEMOABUXHO, KaK 6blJ1 — 6€3 KJ1o-
6yuka Ha ronope. CBOGOIHOI PYKOil MaJibyMK 3ajie3 B
KapMaH W BBITALWI KycoyeK BsuieHoro msica. Cokon
TIPOBOPHO BBIXBAaTHJI YTOLIEHHE U3 MaJiblieB MapHULIKH
M NPOTTIIOTHIIL.

Manbuuk ocropoxHo nornanwia Jasuaa. Kopt 6bl,
HaBepHOE, IJ1a3aM CBOMM He NOBEPUI, eC/IH Obl 3TO YBU-
JieJI, HO Belib OH He TOBEPWI U B TO, 4TO BpeMsi PonaHaa
yXe HaCTyIIHJIO.

— CKopee BCero Thl CErofiHsi yMpelllb, — CKa3aj OH,
NponoJoKas TIaguTh COKojla. — MHe, Ioxoxe, Npuaercs
TOGOM NMOXEePTBOBATh, KAK TEMH MEJIKUMHU MTAILIKAMH, Ha
xoTophix TeOs obyyann. IToMHuws? Het? JlanHo, He
BaXHO. 3aBTpa COKOJIOM CTaHy S, U KaXIblii rof B 3TOT
IIeHb 1 Oyny cTpessaTh B He60 — B MaMsTh 0O Tebe.

JaBun cuien y Hero Ha pyke, MOJlYa U He Muras,
6e3pa3THYHbIA K CBOCH XU3HH U CMEPTH.

— Thrl yxe crapbiil, — 3aAyMYHBO MPOAODKA MaIb-
yuK. — M Moxer OuITh, THI MHE He Apyr. Elle roa Ha3an
THI TpeanoYen 66 MO IJla3 3TOMy KYCKy Msica, BEpHO?
Bort 66 Kopr nocmesnics. Ho ecnu Mbl mon6epeMmcst K
HEMY... €CIM MBI nofGepeMcst K HeMy IoGXKe... U eClIH

-OH HHYEro He 3aNOI03PHT... YTO Thl BeIGepelub, JaBua?
CIOKOMHYIO CTapOCTh — WM BCE-TaKH APyXOy?
JlaBAx He OTBETHII.

Manbyuk Hagen Ha cokosia KIoGy4oK M noaoGpai

npuBA3b. OHM NMOMHSUIMCH U3 MTOABAJIA U BHILIUTHA Ha CBET.
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vil

Jsop Ha 3anax bonbiuoro 3ana — 310 Ha CaMOM xelie
He NBOp, a Y3KH 3ejieHbIiT KOpHAOP MEXIY IBYMS psida-
MU pa3pocuieiicst XMBOii U3roponu. PUTyan nocesieHUs
MaJTbYMKOB B MY>XYMHBI IIPOXOIMJI 30€Ch C He3anaMATHBIX
BpeMeH, 3a10ro 10 Kopra u maxe ero npeniecTBeHHU-
Ka, Mapka, KOTOpbiii CKOHYaICS MMEHHO 30eCh — OT
KOJIOTO# paHbl, HAHECEHHOM CIIMIIKOM YCEpIHO! U pbsi-
HO# pyKoii. MHOrHE MaJIbYMKH BBILUIK U3 3TOr0 KOpH-
Zopa yepe3 BOCTOYHbI# Bxod. Bxon, npeaHasHayeHHBIH
s yyutensi. Beltny MyXuynHaMH. BocTOYHEI KOHel
Kopuopa sent K bonburoMy 3any, K UMBIIM3ALMH M HH-
Tpvram npocseuieHHoro Mupa. Ho eure Gonsiue pe6sr,
OKPOBaBJIEHHbIX H U30UTBIX, BLILLIM OTCIONA Yepe3 3a-
NanHblit BXOI, NMpeaAHa3HaYEeHHLIN Wi MATbYUILEK, — H
OCTNIMCh MAIbYMIUKAMHU HaBCETAa. DTOT KOHEL| KOPHIO-
Pa BBIXOOWI K ropaM H K XHXMHaM IOCeJIeHLIeB, 3a KO-
TOPBIMHU NPOCTHpaAIKCh NeGpH APeMy4HX JIECOB; 3a Ieca-
MH Gbn T'apnan, a euie nansiue — mycTelHA MoxaHe. Te
MaTbYMILKH, KOTOPbIE CTAHOBWJIMCh MYXYHMHaMHU, Tiepe-
XOIWIH OT ThbMbl M HEBEXECTBA K CBETY H OTBETCTBEHHO-
CTH 3a APYTHX. A TeM, KOTOphle HE BbIIEPXXaJIH MCIKITa-
HHUSA, OCTaBaIOCh OXHO: M3rHaHue. Hascerma. Kopnmop
GbUT 3eJIEHBIM ¥ POBHBIM, KaK IUIOIAAKa Wis Urp. [IinHo#i
POBHO IATHAECAT ApAOB. TOYHO MOCEpPEeAMHE pacnosa-
rajicsi y3Kuif y4acToK rosoit 3emiau. 3to Ouuna vepra,
pa3nensBiias MaIbYUKOB M MYXYUH.

OOGBIMHO Y KaXXIOro BXOJa TOJIIMTMCH BO30YXXACHHEIE
3pUTENH U B3BOJIHOBaHHKIE PONHEIE, MTOCKOJNBKY, KakK
NPaBWIO, IEHb UCTILITAHKA OOBABNISAICA 3apaHee. BoceM-
HaauaTh — 3TO ObUI caMblif OOBIMHEIN BO3pacT WIA HC-
MbITyeMbIX (Te Xe, KTO He peInaCA NPONTH MCNEITaHKe
JlO ABaNLATH ATH, CTRHOBIWIMCh CBOGONHEIMM 3eMJIeBNa~-
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IeNbliaMH, ¥ OYEHb CKOPO NPO HUX 3a0bIBaIU: MPO TeX,
KTO He HauleJ B ce6e CHJI BCTPETUTD JIMLIOM K JIMLY 3TOT
XKECTOKMt BLIGOp «Bce MK Huyero»). Ho B TOT AeHb He
6su10 HUKoro. Tonbko JIxeitmu leKappu, Karbept On-
aryn, Aned Ixouc n Tomac YurmeH. OHU CTOJNNMHIKCH
'Y 3anaHoro BXOAA VISl MIbYMLIEK M XAATH TaM, 3aTauB
IBIXaHWE M He CKPBIBask CTPaxa.

— Opyxue, kpetuH! — npowunen Karbepr, 1 B ero
roJioce IBCTBEHHO Clbllianach 60yib. — Thi 3a6bUT OPY-
xue!

— He 3a6b11, — cxasan Ponann. «<MHTepecHo, — no-
IyMaJl OH, — a B [JIABHOM 3l1aHUM yXe 3HaloT? 3HaeT Jiu
Marb... ¥ MapreH?» Otel ceifyac Ha OXOTe U BEpHETCS
emre He ckopo. He paHbLie, yeM yepe3 HECKOJIbKO AHEH.
U PostaHny 66010 HEMHOTO CTHIIHO, YTO OH HE NOXAAICA
€ro BO3BpaLLEHU A, TOTOMY YTO OH YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO OTELl
Jaxe eciu Obl U He 0f00puII ero peleHue, T0 yX Mno-
HsU1 OBl HaBEpHSIKa.

— Kopt npumen?

— Kopr yxe anech, — noHeccs roioc ¢ npoTHBONO-
JIOXHOro KOHLa Kopuaopa, 1 Kopt Buiwen Brnepen. OH
6bUT B KOPOTKO#l GoitioBckoit dydaiike n ¢ KoxaHOMH
JIEHTOi Ha JI6y, YTOOBI MOT He 3aNuBai rna3a. B pyke oH
hepxan 60eBOi MOCOX U3 KaKOro-To TBEpPHOro Iepesa,
330CTPeHHBI! C OMHOrO KOHLA U HarnoMHWHaIOWMA JIO-
nacTh Becia — c apyroro. He Tpatst BpeMeHH JapoM, OH
3aTSHY/ JIMTaHUIO, KOTOPYIO BCE OHM, HEBOJILHbIE H3-
OGpaHHMKM IO KPOBH, ellle CO BpeMEeH DJbla, 3HANH C
CaMOro paHHero AeTCTBa: yYWIM €€ K TOMY AHIO, KOraa

OHH, OBLITH MOXET, CTAHYT MYXYHHAaMH.
.— Tl 3Haelb, 3a4eM THI NIPUILIEN, MATbYUILKA?
— A 3Ha10, 3aYeM S IpUIIE.
<~ TH mpHIIeN KaK U3rHAHHKK U3 IOMa OTLIa CBoero?
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— 51 npuiuen KaKk U3rHaHHHUK.

M o OyaeT M3rHAaHHUKOM A0 TeX Iop, NoKa He olo-
Jeetr Kopra. Ecnu xe Kopt ononeer ero, oH ocraHercs
M3rHaHHMKOM YXe HaBCceraa.

— Tul BeiGpan opyxue?

— 4 BbIOpan opyxue.

— WM kakoBo Xxe TBOe opyxue?

3710 6bIJIO HCKOHHOE NMPABO YYHTENA, €r0 IAHC MpH-
TOTOBHTLCSA K 6010 B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, KAaKOE OpPYXHe
BbIGpan yuyeHMK: npaily, KOnbe, CETh WiH JyK.

— Moc opyxue — laBua.

Koprt 3annysncs, Bcero svib Ha qomo cekyHasl. Ho
OH Bce paBHO yauBuics. [IoToMy YTO He OXUAAT HUYEro
nono6Horo. U 3to ObLIO XOpoLo.

MoxeT 6biTh, XOpOLLO.

— Tbl rOTOB BbITH NMPOTHB MEHS, MAIbYUILKA?

— 4 roTos.

— Bo ums koro?

— Bo ums Moero oTtua.

— Ha3soBu ero ums.

— CruseH JIMCKeitH u3 poaa dibia.

— A Teneps K 601i0.

U Kopr nowen Ha Hero no KOpuaopy, rnepeKuanBast
CBOIO MAIKY U3 PYKH B PyKy. MaJIbYHKH BCTPENEHYIIMCh,
Kak CTaitka UCIyraHHbIX IITHL, KOria X TOBapHill — Te-
Mepb yXe CTapIuMii TOBAapHIL, JaH-AMH — LIATHY] eMy
HaBCTpeyy.

Moe opyxcue — Jasud, yuumens.

ITousan nu Kopr? Ecnm nma, T0, BO3MOXHO, yXe BCE
norepsHo. Temeps Bce 3aBHCENO OT TOrO, KaK cpaGoraer
3¢ deKxT HEOXHUIAHHOCTH... U eILe OT TOro, KaK NoBeneT
ce6s cokoi. A Bapyr JlaBua GyaeT paBHOXYUIHO CHAETH
y Hero Ha pyke, noxa Kopr seiunGaer eMy Mo3ru csoeit
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TSDKEJION MaJIKOM, a TO ¥ BOBCE GPOCUT €ro U BIJIETUT
BLICOKO B XapKoe He60?

OHM CXOOWITMCh, KAXIbIi — I0Ka Ha CBOEi CTOPOHE
OT 4epThl. MaTbYMK HeAPOTHYBLUEH PYKOil CHSUI C COKO-
Jia xo6y4ok. KiroGyuok ynan B 3eneHyto Tpasy. U Kopr
cowica ¢ wara. Manpuuk yBuges, kak Koprt GeICTpO
B3NJISTHYJT Ha IITULLY, 4 €ro eIUHCTBEHHbI [J1a3 IIMPOKO
pacmaxHyJics OT YIMBJIEHHMS M 3aM03JaJIoro MOHUMaHus.
Ia, Tenepb OH BCE MOHSLI.

— Hy sl ¥ npHAYypOK, — e1Ba 1K He npocToHai Kopr,
¥ Ponaun BApyr pa3o3nmwics, YTO ero Tak 0603Baiu.

— Bo3bMH €ro! — KpHKHYJI OH M BCKMHYJI PYKY.

U laBua copBaJics C pyKH, M B3JieTes1, Kak 6e3MoB-
HBIH XUBOI CHapsl; KOPOTKKME KPbUIbS B3MaxHY/H ONHH
pas, Apyroif, TPETUH, U BOT yXKe KOITH U KJTIOB BITWIKCh
Kopty B ;0. Bpri3Hyna KpoBb.

— Hapait! PonaHn! — B MCCTYIUICHHM BBIKPHKHYI
Kat6epr. — IlepBas kpoBb! IlepBasi KpoBb y MEHS Ha
rpyau! — OH ynapwi ce6s Ky/iakoM B I'pydb C TaKO#H CH-
JIO#, 9TO CHHSAK COLIEJ TOJBKO Yepe3 HENEIo.

Kopr oTmatHysics 4, MOTepSAB paBHOBECHE, ymall.
Tsoxennlt NOCOX B3IMETHYJICS, HO TIIETHO: yAapwl OH
TOJIbKO 110 BO3yXy. COKON npeBpaTMJICS B TPENEmyLIHit,
CMa3aHHBIH KOMOK IIepbeB.

Manb4uK pBaHyJICS K NIOBEPXXEHHOMY YYHMTENIO, BhI-
CTaBUB PYKY nepen coGoit TBepABIM KJIMHOM, JIOKTEM
Briepel. 910 OGbUI ero waHC. BHTh MOXET, eAMHCTBEH-
HHIA ‘maHC.

Kopt 9yTb ObUI10 He yBepHyJcsA. COKOJ 3aKphIBAJ EMY
MOYTH BeCh 0030p, HO TsXesas NajKa ONsATb NOAHIACh

3aTYIUICHHHIM KOHLIOM Briepen, 1 KopT X1amHOKPOBHO
npuoer K eAMHCTBEHHOMY M3 OCTaBIIMXCSH Y HEro B apce-
HaJle MpUeMOB, KOTODhI MO Obl NTEPEIOMUTb CHTYaLIMIO
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B €ro MoJib3y: OH TPMXIBI yaapwi cebst no auiy, 6e3xa-
JIOCTHO Harmnpsirasi MyCKYJbl.

Hasua ynan, uckajieyeHHsblit. OqHO KpbUIO GerieHo
6unoch 0 3emi0. Ero xononHsle, HEeMHUralomue rjiasa
XHLUHHWKA BITWJINCh IPOCTHBIM B30POM B OKPOBaBJIEHHOE
nuuo Kopta, rae He3paYuit r1as cieno 1 CTpailHo Tapa-
ILMIICS M3 TJ1a3HMLIbIL.

Manbuuk co Bceit cwibl nHyN Kopta Horoli B BUCOK.
Mo naee Ha 3TOM BCe NOMXKHO OBUIO 3aKOHIUTECA: HO —
HeT. Ha mMrHoseume nuuo Kopra kak-to obMskio, a
NOTOM OH PBAaHYJICSI U CXBAaTHJ1 MAIbYMKA 33 HOTY.

ManbuuK OepHy/Cs, OCTYNWICA M YMaJl, paCTAHYB-
wuch B Tpase. OTKyda-TO M3najieka OO Hero JoHeccs
HCITyTaHHbI KpUK JXeiMU.

KopT yxe nomHsuics, roToBblif ynactb Ha Ponanaa u
NOJIOXHUTb KOHEl NOeIMHKY. ManbyuK yTpaTun cCBoe
NpeUMYILECTBO, H OHU 06a 06 3TOM 3HaIK. CEeKyHIXY OHH
CMOTpeNM B FNa3a APyr APYTY: YYEHHK, paclpocTepThii
Ha 3emJie, U yYuTelb, CTOSIIMIT Han HuM. Teneps Bcs
JieBasi cTopoHa auua Kopra npespatiutack B CIUIONIHOE
KpOBaBOe MECHBO; €ro He3psAuMii IJ1a3 COBCEM 3aIUIbLN,
OCTaJIach JIMLIb TOHEHbKasi MojlocKa 6eska. Ceroans Kopr
yXe TOYHO He noiper no 6opaensim.

YT10-TO BNWIOCh B PyKy Mayibyuka. Cokos. JaBun,
CJIENO pBYIUUI KOITAMHU BCE, IO Yero Mor AOTAHYTHCA.
O6a xpputa nepebutsl. HeBepoaTHO, 94TO OH BoOGLUE
eLUe XHUB.

Manp4uK CXBaTHI COK0JIa, KaK KaMeHb, HE obpaluast
BHHUMaHMA Ha OCTDHIA KJIIOB, CAMPAIOIIUMA KOXY C €ro
3anscrbi. U xoraa Kopr KuHysICS Ha HEro, OH noaopocui
COKOJIa BBEpX.

— Bo3bMu ero! lasua! Y6ei!

A noroMm Kopt ynan Ha Hero, 3aKphiBasi CO60# COJIHLIE.
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CoKOJl pacIuUTIOIUMIICA MeXAY HUMHM. Manbyuk Io-
YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK IO €r0 JIKLLY IIapUT MO30JIUCThIi narelr,
HalIynheiBasA miasHuLy. OH pe3Ko MOBEPHYII rOJIOBY, Ol-
HOBPEMEHHO NMPUIIOTHUMas Oepo, YTOOBI 3aKPLITLCSA OT
xoynieHa Kopra, HaleJleHHOro eMy B nax, ¥ TPHXKIOBI py-
6aHyJ peOpOM JiamoHM 1o miee ygutens. C TeM xe ycne-
XOM OH MOT 6Bl OGMTB M IO KaMHIO.

A motom Kopt BApyr M3nan coaBiieHHbIH cTOH. Ero
TeNo AepHyI0ck. CIIOBHO CKBO3b NeJieHY MaJIbYMK YBUIEI,
kak KopT mapur pykoit o semiie, nbiTasiCh JOTAHYTHCA
IO BhiMaBLUeH nManky. PBaHYBLIMCL W3 MOCAEIHUX CHII,
Ponang oTO1I ee HOro¥ B CTOPOHY, 3a Mpeaesibl JocsArae-
MocTH. JIaBua Buenwics KorraMu B npasoe yxo Kopra,
a apyroi 1anoif 6e3XXaIoCTHO pBaJl eMy LUEKY, NpeBpaiLas
ee B OKPOBaBJIEHHbIE JIOXMOThA. Tennas KpoBb C 3aMaxoM
Menu GpHI3HyJIa MATBYMKY Ha JIMLIO.

KopT ynapui coKoa KyJIakoM U CJIOMaJI eMy CITHHY.
Eme pa3 — u mes laBnaa H30rHynach roj HEeCTECTBEH-
HO ocTpbM yriioM. Ho KOrTH elie cXXuManuch. Yxa 6oib-
1€ He CyLIECTBOBAJIO; TEIePh Ha €ro MECTe 3UsIa OKPO-
BaBJIcHHad xbipa. TpeTnit yaap oTGpoCciI COKOMa MpoYb.

Cob6pas nociegHue CiUTEI, MATbYKMK pyGaHyn Kopra
IO NepeHOCH1IE pe6POM JIaOHH, Nepe6UB TOHKUM XS,
CHopa GpbI3HYJIa KPOBb.

Kopr BeIGpOCHI PYKY BIiepes, IMbITasiCh BCJIEITYIO CXBa-
THTh MaJIBYMKA 331, 9TO0RI CIEPHYTDb C HErO IUTAaHH U
CIyTaTh HOrW. PoNaHA ymai, OTKaTWICA B CTOPOHY, Ha-
IIyTIa] NMajiKy, KOTopylo BHpoHWn Koprt, n noaHsuics Ha
KOJICHM.

Kopr ToXe BcTan Ha KOJEHH M YCMEXHYJICA CKBO3b
MacKy 3anexureitca XpoBu. OHM CMOTpENM B I71a3a ApYyT
JApYry — W HX ONATb pa3feiisUia 4epTa, TOJNbKO Ternepb Ux
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MO3ULIMKU NOMeHsUINChb, 1 KopT ObUT Ha TOM CTOpPOHE,
oTKyaa npuiien Ponana. EoWHCTBeHHBIN 3psaami a3
Kopra 6eiueHo Bpaiuaics B masHuue. Hoc 61Ut pacrumo-
LIIEH ¥ CBEPHYT B CTOPOHY, II€KH IPeBPaTWIKCh B CIUIOLI -
HBIE JIOXMOTbSl U30APAaHHON KOXH.

MaibuHK Aepxal nanky, Kak UTpoK AEPXHUT KITIOMKY,
FOTOBSICh YapUTb MO Liapy.

KopTt coenan aBa JIOXHBIX BelNana, a MOToM OpocuI-
cs Ha Hero.

Ho Mmanbuvk 6bu1 HaveKy. Tem Gonee uyro 3To 6nUIa
yboras ynoBka — ¥ OHM 00a 06 3ToM 3HanH. ITanka u3
TBEPIAOro AepeBa OMMCala B BO3AyXe IUIOCKYIO KYTY M C
TIyXMM CTYKOM yaapwiach o yepen Kopra. Kopt nosa-
Jiwics Ha 60K, Tapaliach Ha MJIbYMKa BAPYT IIOMYTHEB-
LOMM, HEBUAALUMM F1a30M. 30 pra y Hero rnorekjia ToH-
Kasl CTpYHKa CJIIOHBI.

— Cnasaiica WIH yMpH, — CKa3ajl MaIb4YMK. Y Hero
OBbUIO CTPaHHOE OLLUYIIEHKE, YTO €ro POT 3a6UT BIaAXHON
BaToM.

M Kopt ynei6Hynca. OH 6bu1 oyt 6e3 CO3HaHMA.
IToToM OH Henesio He BCTAHET C NOCTENM — M BCE 3TO
BpEMsl OH MPOJIEXHUT, YKPLITHIH 9ePHLIM [TOKPOBOM IITy-
60Ko#f KOMBI, — HO OH TI0Ka ellle AepXacs, Hanpsras
BCe CWIBI CBOe# 6e3XamoCTHOM U Ge3ynpeqHoi XH3HH.
OH yBuIEN B Ma3ax y MapHHULIKHA XeJaHHe YCIbIIaTh
OTBeT, U X0T HX ¢ PollaHaOM Tenephb pa3ielnia 3aBeca
KPOBM, CTaphI#l YYUTEIb HE MO HE 3aMETHUTDh, KAKMM OT-
YasiHHBIM GBUIO 3TO XeJIaHHe. '

— A cparocs, crpenok. A caaloch yan6asack. Ceromus
THI NOMHWI JIMLIO CBOEIO OTLIA M BCEX CBOMX NOGJIECTHRIX
npeaxkoB. TH C/IaBHO CpaXaicsl U MoGeau.

3psauuit rna3 Kopra 3akpauics.

CTpeJioK JIErOHbKO NOTPSAC €ro 3a IU1e40: MATKO, HO
HacToymBo. PebsTa yxe OKpyXwix ero. X pyku Tak u



230 CtuBeH Kuur

YeCaJIMCh MOXJIONATh €ro IO CIIMHE, MOTPENaTh 10 IUIeyy.
Ho oHM He pemiajiuch, YYBCTBYS ITPOM3OLLEALIYIO Nepe-
MEHY U CTpallach 31O 6e30HEI, YTO TeNepb UX pa3lenu-
Ja. ! Bce xe oHa 6bUla He TaKO# YX U CTpalHOH, NOTO-
My YTO Mexay PojaHIOM M OCTaibHBIMM Bceraa Gbuia
nponactb. Beeraa.

I'nas Kopra onsiTe NpUOTKpbBUICS.

— Kmoy, — oGpatwicsl K HeMy cTpejiok. — S xouy
3a6paTh TO, YTO NPUHAIEXUT MHE MO MpaBy POXACHHUS,
yuurenb. MHe HyXXeH KoY.

OH HMeJI B BULY PEBOJIbBEDPHI, KOTOphIE IIPUHAILIEXa-
JIM eMy 110 nipaBy KpoBu. He Te oTLoBCcKue, TaXenble, C
PYKOSITKAMM U3 CaHAAJIOBOTO AepeBa... HO BCe-TaKu pe-
BOJIbBEPH. 3amnpelueHHbIe IS BCEX, KPOME HEMHOIMX
H30paHHBIX. B KaMEeHHOM MojJBajie NMol Ka3apMoii, rae,
COIVIaCHO IPEBHUM 3aKOHaM, OH Tenepb HOJMXeH ObLn
IMOCeIMThCA (BOAIM OT MATEPUHCKOTrO IOMa), BUCEJIO €ro
YJeHHIECKOE OpYXHe, TSDKEJIble T[POMO3NKHE U3AENHUs U3
CTATH ¥ HUKeJA. OHM CIIYXWIH ellle OTLY BO BpeMs €ro
YYeHWYEeCTBa. A Tenepb OTeLl CTajl NpaBUTENIEM, 1O Kpaii-
Hell Mepe — HOMMHAJIBHO.

— Taxk BoT B yeM npuunHa? — npowenTan Koprt kak
BO cHe. — Te6e Tak He Tepnienochk? Jla, aToro st U 6osuics.
Herepnienue Tonkaer Ha mrynoctd. U Bce-Taku THI MO-
Gemin.

— Kmou.

— COKOJ1... XOpOIIHMii TaKTHYECKHit Xon. XOpOIHH
BHGOP opyXus. Y 10JIro THI ero HaTaCKMBaJI, 3TOro raga?

— A He HatackuBan [daBuna. Sl ¢ HUM NOAPYXWI-
ca. Kinoy.

— V MeHA Nnoj NOACOM, CTPEJIOK.

I'na3 cHOBa 3aKpbuICs.

Crpenok 3amycTuwi pyky nox nosic Kopra, ourymas
HIaBJICHHE ero XHBOTa, HaKaYaHHBIX MBIIIL, KOTOpHIE
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Tenephb CTAIM BANBIMHU U 6e3XH3HeHHbIMU. Kiiod Bucen
Ha MEIHOM KoJblie. PonaHn cxan ero B Kyjake, CONpo-
TUBJISIAAICh MAJILYMLIECKOMY MOPBIBY NOAGPOCHTH KJTIOY B
BO34yX B no6eIHOM cajlioTe.

OH noaHsICA HAa HOTH U HAKOHELl TOBEPHYJICA K pe-
6s1TaM, HO TYT KOpT BAPYr AOTPOHYJICS HO €ro JIOABDKKH.
Crpenok Ha MrHOBEHHE HaNpsArcs, Onacasch, 4YTo 3710 —
MOCNIeIHSAs, OTYasTHHAsA TIONBITKA MOBEPXEHHOrO YIHTe-
Jis o6eauThb B 3TOM 6MTBE, HO KOpT JTUtp norismen Ha
HEro CHU3y BBEPX ¥ MOMaHWI €T0 3aCKOPY3ITbIM MaJIbLEM.

— Ceituac s ycHy, — npouernrai Kopr, oueHs cno-
KOitHO. — MoxXeT 6bITh, HaBCErNa, A He 3Halo. 1 Gonbime
Te6e He yyuTeNb, CTpeNoK. Thi IpeB3omeNn MEeHs, a Belb
Tbl Ha IIBa roa MoOJIOXe, YeM Obil TBOM OTelLl, KOraa npo-
XOIWI UCNBITaHHKeE, a2 OH GbUT TOrIa CAMbIM IOHBIM U3 BCEX.
Ho no3Bonb nath Te6e OoMH COBET.

— Yro eumie? — Pa3gpaxeHHO, HETEPNEIUBO.

— Tul MU0 caenait nonpoine, COTUIAK.

PonaHna pacrtepsuica u coena, Kak eMy BeJienu (XoTs
¥ 6e30TUeTHO; Ha CaMOM eJie OH AaXe He MOHs, YTO Y
Hero GbUI0 YTO-TO HE TaK C JIMLIOM).

KopT KuBHYN ¥ NPOLIEITa! OXHO CJIOBO:

— IMTonoxamn.

— Yro?

KopTty 6bU10 TPYAHO FrOBOPHTD, H M3-3a 3THX YCHWIHH,
C KOTOpPHIMH OH BBUIABITUBAJI U3 Ce0 KaXnoe CI0BO, ero
cnoBa npuobpenu 0cobyio 3HAYMMOCTb M BHIPa3HTeNb-
HOCTbB:

— Ilycte MonBa M JlereHza onepexalor Te6sa. 3nech
€CTb KOMy pa3HecTH MoJBYy. — B3rmaa Kopra meTHyncsa
MOBEPX IUIeYa CTPEJIKA. — BHTh MOXET, OHH BCE IUTYTIILL.
Ho myctb MonBa onepexaer 1e6s. [TycTsb Ha Jiviie TBoei
TeHH ortpacretr Gopoxa. TIycTh OHa cTraHeT TeMHee H
ryue. — OH HaTAHYTO YIBIGHYACA. — Jlai TONMbKO BpeMs,
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M MOJIBa OKOJIIYET M CaMoro KonayHa. Thl MOHHUMaellb,
0 4yeM §, CTpesioK?

— Ja. ITo-moemy, na.

— U npuMelb Moit MocieaHHUIt COBET KaK yyuTena?

Crpenok KauHyJICs Ha KabJlyKax — [103a yCTOiYHBas
Y 3alyM4YMBasi, MpeJBOCXMLIABILUAs NpeBpalleHHe Malb-
9MKa B MYX4uHy. OH nomiszaen Ha He6o. He6o yxe Tem-
HeJIO, HAMMBAsACh ITYPITypHLIM CBeYeHUEM 3aKaTa. [IHeB-
Hasi Xapa HavaJia CliaiaTb, a MpayHble rpO30BbIE TYYH Ha
TOPH30HTE NpeABellaiy J0XAb. 32 MHOTME MUJIM OTCIO-
Jla BWIbI CEIMSLMX pa3psnoB BOH3aIUCh B 60Ka 6e3msa-
TEXHBIX NIPeAropuii, Hal KOTOPLIMM MOAHUMAUCH FOPBI.
A 3a ropaMu — ‘QOHTaHHI Ge3paccyncTBa U KpOBH, OblO-
e B HeGeca. OH ycrait. YcTtanocth MPOHMUKIA 1O MO3ra
Kocteit. U ewe rimy6xe.

OH onyctun B3ran Ha Kopra.

— Ceityac s XO4y MOXOPOHHTb CBOErO COKOJIa, YUH-
Tesb. A norno3sxe cxoxy B HuxHuii ['opoa ¥ ckaxy Tam,
B Gopnessix, ecii KTo OydeT CripalinBaTth, rie Thl U YTO
¢ To60i#i. MoXxeT ObiTh, aXe yTelly KOro-HUOyab U3 TBO-
MX TIONPYXEK, €CIH OHH OYEHDb PacCTPOSATCS, YTO Thl HE
01101201 (1119

I'y6rr Kopra packpeumich B 60Jie3HEHHOI ycMellKe,
a 1I0TOM OH YCHYII.

CrpesioK moaHsNCs K 0GEPHYJICS KO BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM.

— CoopyauTe HOCWIKH ¥ OTHeCHTe ero foMoil. [Tpu-
BenuTe eMy cunmeaky. Her, asyx cunmesok. Xopouo?

Jpy3bs TPOAOIDKANH TapALIMTHCSA Ha HErO, 3aXBaYeH-
Hble CYpOBOI TOpXECTBEHHOCTbIO MOMEHTa, KOTOPLIN
€Ll HEeBO3MOXHO ObUIO MEepeIOMMTh BO3BPALUEHMEM K
rpy6oit peanbHocTH. UM BCce npencraBisuioch, YTO BOT
ceitgac ‘Hag ronopoit y Ponanna BocnbuiaeT OrHeHHBIH
HUMO WiIN, .ObITh MOXeET, OH 00epHeTcA KaKUM-HUOYIb
3BEpeM NpSMO Yy HMX Ha IJia3ax.
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— JIByX CMIENOK, — MIOBTOPIJI CTPEJIOK M YIBIOHYICA.
OHM TOXE YAbIOHYNHCh B OTBET. POGKO H HEPBHO.

— AX Tbl, Y4epTOB [TOrOHIIMK MYJIOB! — BAPYT BLIKPUK-
nyn KarGept, pacnnbiBluMch B yasioKke. — Thl Xe HaM
HUYEro He oCTaBHJI, caM 06oapai Bce MACO C KOCTH!

— Jlo 3aBTpa MMp HE M3MEHHUTCS, — MPOrOBOPWI,
yabibasch, CTPENOK, BCNOMHUB CTapyl0 [OrOBOPKY. —
AJieH, Tbl xomna ¢ rpeHKoi. Yero cronuis? JBurait 3an-
HULEH.

AJNCH B3s1Cs 33 COOpYXeHHe HOCHNOK; Tomac ¢ JIxeii-
MH yMuanuch npoub: cnepsa — B Bonbwoit 3an, a no-
TOM — B JIa3aper.

Crpenok u Karbept ocTajuch CTOATh Ha MeCTe, [~

Is npyr Ha apyra. OHM Bceraa 6uuU1H 61IM3KH — HaCTOMb-
KO, HaCKOJIbKO BOOGLIE MO3BOJISUIM CONMUIUTLCA OCTphIE
rPaHU MX OYEHb HECXOXMX XapaKTepoB. B ropsAwiux pe-
WKUMOCTbIO rna3ax Karbepra OTKpbITO YUTANUCH BCE €0
MOMBICJIbl, M CTPEJIOK €eliBa yAepXaJics, YTOOk! HE [10Co-
BETOBaTh APYry OTJIOXHMTb UCIIBITAHUE elle Ha roj, a TO
U Ha BCe MONTOpPa, €C/IN OH HE X04eT YHTH C MO30poM
yepes 3ananHbiii Bxon. Ho oHM MHOTOe nepexwin BMe-
CTe, ¥ CTPEJOK MOHMUMAaJ, YTO, KaK OBl OH HYM CTapajcs
3TOro u3bexarb, ero cjioBa 6yayT BOCNIPHHATHI KaK Ipo-
SIBJIEHUE BbICOKOMEDPHSA ¥ MOKPOBHTEJILCTBEHHOTO OTHO-
meHus. «BoT, s yXe HauHHAI0 NPOCYUTHIBATH CBOM M-
CTBHSA, JaXe C IPY3bsIMU», — MOAYMAJ OH, X EMY CTAJIO
HEMHOro He 1o cebe. A NOTOM OH noxyMan o Maprexe,
0 CBOeil MaTepH U yJABIGHYICA APYTY. YALIOKOH oOMaH-
LIMKa.
«MHe Hano GbITh MEPBHIM, — CKa3aj OH cebe, B mep-
BbIlt pa3 copMy/nHpoBaB isi ce0s1 3Ty MbIC/Ib, XOTS OH
M npexpe 3aqyMbIiBajicd 00 3TOM. — 51 yxe nepBhIii».

— Toitmem, — cka3ai OH.

— Kak ckaxellb, CTpeJioK.
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OHM BBILLUTH U3 3eJIEHOIO0 KOPHIOPa Yepe3 BOCTOUHBbIIH
Bxon; Tomac u JIXxeiiMH yXe BEepHYIUCh U3 Jla3apeTa U
TIPHMBEJIM CUAEJIOK, KOTOPbIE ObUIM IOX0XHU Ha PU3PaKoB
B CBOMX JIETKHMX JIETHMX OelbIX GajlaxOHax ¢ KpPaCHBIM
KPECTOM Ha Ipy/H.

— MoxwHo, s noMory te6e NMOXOpOHHUTb CoKona? —
crnpocwt KarGepr.

— Jla, KOHeYyHO, — cKa3al cTpenok. — S caM xoren
TIOTIPOCHTEH Te6s1 MHE NOMOYb.

A Tio3Xe, Koraa Ha 3eMJIe BOLIapHJiach HOYb U pa3pa-
3WJIach rpo3a, KOrAa HOXIb XJIbIHYJ/ IPEMSLLIUM TOTOKOM
¢ Hebec, Koraa B BBIILIKMHE, TOYHO YepHble MPU3PAKH,
KIYOWIKCH TY9 M MOJIHMM BCIIBILLIKAMH rosyooro oris
OMBIBJIH M3BHIIUCTHIE TAOUPUHTHI Y3KMX yyioueK Hik-
Hero I'opoxa, Korga KOHHM CTOSUIM B CTOilJIaX, CBECHB
T'OJIOBBI M OITYCTHB XBOCTHI, CTPEJIOK B35l CE6€ XXEHILMHY
M BO3JIETr C HEM, KaK MPUCTAIO MYXYHHE.

3710 OBUIO MPUATHO ¥ OBICTPO. Koraa Bce 3aKOHYMII0Ch
M OHM MOJT9a Jiexanu 60K o 60K, Ha yaulie NolIen rpan,
BHONBas 0 KPHIIAM CBOIO KOPOTKYIO XECTKYIO Apo0b.
Tne-To BHU3Y, AaJIeKO-AaJIeKO, KTO-TO HaMTIphlBasl per-
'ra'ﬁM «Oit, Ixyn». CTpenok NMorpy3uics B pa3ayMbs.
H Tonbxo TOrAa, B 3TOM MOJYaHUM, ITPpEpbIBa€MOM JIKIIb
ZIpoOBIO rpania, yXe Ha rpaHHy CHa, eMy BIPYT MOLYMaoCh:
a Belb BIOJIHE MOXET TaK MOJYYUTHCS, YTO OH — mep-
BRIl — OKaXeTCs U MOCIEIHHUM.

IX

Crpenok, pasymeercsi, pacCKasal MaJlb4MKy JaJieKo
He Bce, HO, BO3MOXXHO, MHOIO€ M3 TOro, O Y4eM OH YMOJ1-
Yaji, Bce paBHO, TaK WJIM HMHade, MPOSABWIOCH B €0 pac-
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ckase. OH JaBHO YXe€ MOHsUI, YTO 3TOT MapHUIIKA Ha
YAMBIIEHWE MPOHHULIATENEH UISA CBOMX JIET, U B 9TOM OH
O4YeHb NOXOX Ha AjlaHa, 00lagaBIiero JapoM CONpHKoc-
HOBEHMS1, COCTOSBLIETO HaNoOJIOBUHY 3 YMEHM colepe-
XXHBaTh, HANOJIOBUHY — U3 YMEHUS YNTATh MBICIH.

— Cnuwb? — CIpoCU CTPEJIOK.

— Her.

— Tbl noHsaAnN, 0 YeM 51 Tede roBopm?

— A Bbl IyMaeTe, 1 TAKO# HENMOHSTIVBBIA, WK YT0? —
CMpOCHA MalbiMK C U30eBKOil. — BH uTO, CMeeTech?

— Hu B koeM ciyuae.

Ho cTpenok yxe BHYTpEHHE NMPHIrOTOBWICS 3alUH-
watbcsi. OH elle HUKOMY He pacCKa3bIBall O TOM, KaK OH
CTaJI MYXYHUHOI1, TOTOMY YTO BCeraa, Koraa OH BCIIOMHU-
Hajn 06 3TOM. ero pa3nuMpalu caMble NPOTHBOPEYMBBIE
yyBcTBa. KOHEUHO, COKOJ1 ObU1 YECTHBIM OPYXHEM H BO
BCEX OTHOLIEHUAX Ge3ynpeyHbIM, HO 3TO ObUI M OOMaH-
HBI# Xoa Toxe. Xurpoctb. U npenarenscrso. [lepBoe u3
nonroro psna: 4 umo, deiicmeumensto cobuparocb omoams
3M0O20 MANLYUKA 4eN08EKY 8 YeDHOM ?

— 51 noHsn, — cka3ajg MaIbYMK. — I10 OBUIA MIpa,
na? [loyemMy noau, Koraa B3pocCieloT, BCeraa npoaoDKa-
10T urpatb? IToueMy Bce, 3a YTO HH BO3BMHUCH, 3TO JIMILb
TOBOA Uil HOBOM MIrpel? A yiiogu BooOLIe B3pocneioT?
WUnu npocto Bhipacraior?

— Tl ellile o4eHb MHOIOrO He 3Haelllb, — CKas3all
CTpEJIOK, MBITasACh CAEPXaTh MEIJIEHHO 3aKWMAIOIMHA
rHeB. — Tl ele MaJleHbKHIA.

— Ha. Ho g 3Halo, KTO 1 Iis1 Bac.

— J1a? U k1o xe? — CTpesoK BeCh HampsArcs.

— ®uinka B Urpe.

CrpeJIKy BODYT 3aXOTEJIOCh B3STh KaMEHb IIOTSKEJIee
M Pa3sMO3XHUTb MapHIO roJIOBY, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 OH CKa-
3aJ1 OYEHb CIIOKOHHO:
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— JlaBaii criath. ManpuyuKaM HYXKHO Kak CJICAYET Bbl-
CHITIaTbCA.

A B roJIOBE Yy HEro NMpoOHECJ0Ch X0 NJaBHUIUHHX CJIOB
Maprena: Cmynaii u 3aiimu caoro pyKy denom.

CrpesnoK ele [OJNro CHAEN B TEMHOTE, OLIETIEHEB OT
oGBABIIEro ero yxaca. OH HUKOraa HH4ero He Gosuica U
TONBKO TeIepb UCIyrajcsa (MepBblii pa3 B XH3HH), 4TO
HavyHeT caM ceOs HeHaBuaeTb. U ckopee Bcero Tak M 6yzeT.

X

Bo BpeMs ciienyioLnero nepuona 60apcTBOBaHUS,, KO-
rga xejiesHasi JOpora caejiaiga pe3Kuil KploK M INOYTH
BIUIOTHY1O NPUOIH3MWNIach K MON3EMHOM peke, OHM Ha-
TKHYJIUCh Ha HEIOYMKOB-MYTQHTOB.

YBunes nepsoro, ke 3aKkpuyal.

CrpesioK CMOTpeJI IPSAMO Tepen co6oii, Kayas phiyar.
Koraa MalbyMK BCKPHKHYJI, OH pe3KO IOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY
BIIPaBO M pasmIAfeN JajieKO BHM3Y KaKOK-TO Iap, CBe-
TAIWIACS TYCKJIBIM M THIJIOCTHBIM 3€JIEHOBATBIM CBETOM.
Tonbko Tenepr OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI 3amax: c1abblif, HENpu-
ATHHIHA, CRIPOA.

Ora 3ereHas Macca 6rU1a JIMIIOM — €CJTM TaKoe Boo6-
IIe MOXHO Ha3BaTh JHLOM. Hal MpUIUTIOCHYTEIM HOCOM
MepUAIH BHIIyYeHHBIE, HUYEro He BhIpaXalollye 1asa,
KaKue GHIBAIOT TONBKO Y HaCeKOMBIX. CTPENIOK OLIYTHII
MPHUCTYN INYOMHHOIO, aTaBHCTUYECKOr0 OTBpallEeHHA.
OH cOncs ¢ puT™a, ¥ Ape3uHa HeMHOIo 3aMeIJIIIa XO/.

Caersneecs JIMLO HCIEIT0.

— Y710 310 6BUI0? — CIIPOCHII MANTBYHK, TPUIABUIAsACH
no6moke K crpenky. — 49ro...

CJ10Ba 3aCTPSUM TYTHM KOMKOM B I'OpJIe: OHM CO CTpeJI-
KOM ITPOCKOYIJIM MMMO €ellle TPOMX C1a00 CBETAIIMXCS B
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TEMHOTE CYLIECTB, YTO CTOSUTH MEXIY ITyTSIMHM ¥ HEBUITH-
MOW PEKO# U TYIO TapalIWINCh HA ITyTeLIeCTBEHHUKOB.

— HenoyMKu-MyTaHTHI, — CKa3aJI CTpeNoK. — OHH
Bpsid i Hac notpeBoxaT. Ckopee BCero OHM Hac MCIy-
FanuCch He MEHbILIE, YeM MBI — MX...

OaHo U3 CylecTB CABMHYIOCH C MECTA U MOLIIO Npsi-
MO Ha HHUX, HEYK/II0XE BOJIoYa HOTH. Y Hero ObUI0 JIALO
K3roJioaasilierocst MUOMoTa. MicTomeHHoe royioe Teno npe-
BpaTUJIOCh B GYTPHCTYIO MaccCy LUIyTMajibLeo6pa3HbX OT-
POCTKOB C MPHCOCKaMHM Ha KOHLAX.

MaubyHK onsaTh 3aKpHYaJl ¥ NPYDKAJICA K HOTe CTpeJi-
Ka, TOYHO MCMNYTaHHbI [ec.

OnHo M3 urynanewl npoTAHY/I0Ch Hall TUIOCKOH IU1aT-
dbopmoit npe3nHbl. OT HEro NaxyIo ChIPOCTHIO X TEMHOTOM.
CTpenioK OTMyCTH phivar, BHIXBATHI U3 KOGYPHI peBOJib-
Bep M BLICTpeJIWA B HelOoyMKa — npsiMo B 106. Tor or-
JieTen npoyb. Ero ceeyeHuEe — MyTHO-3eJ/IEHOE, KaK Oro-
HeK Ha 6oJioTe, — yracjio, CJIOBHO JIyHa MpH 3aTMEHUM.
Crpenok 1 MaJIbYHK HEBOJILHO 3aXXMYpPWIHCh. Bermimka
OT BLICTpeNa elle AOATO MepeIuBaNach FOPSAUIMMM HC-
KpPaMH Ha OTBBIKIIEH OT CBETa CeTyaTKe. 3anax Cropes-
1Iero nmopoxa 6eu1 pe3KUM, IIPOH3UTENLHBIM M YyXHM B
3TOM KaMEHHOM CKJIETIe.

IosBmnuce eme mMyraHThl. Ux 6bu10 MHOro. HukTO
TIOKa He Hanagajl B OTKPHITYI0, HO OHH IOZXONWIH BCE
6i1rDke U GJIFDKe K pejibcaM — MOJMaJIHBOe, Mep3Koe c6o-
pHIIe JII060NBITHBIX 3€BaK.

— Teb6e, ecim yT0, Hamo GyneT MEHA 3aMEHHTH U I10-
KayaTh pblyar, — cKasai cTpenok. — CMoxenis?

— Ha.

— Toraa npuroToBscH.

ManbyuK BCTan PANOM C HHM, CTapasiCh AepXaThCs
KaK MOXHO ycroiauBee. OH He CMOTpeJI N0 CTOpPOHAaM,
YTOOBI HEHApOKOM He pa3nIsleTh GoJbllie, YeM HYXKHO.
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Ero B30JISII TONBLKO MEJNBKOM BLIXBaThiBaI U3 TEMHOTHI
cnabo ceetsauMecs (pUrypsl MyTaHToB. ManbuuKy ObLIO
CTPAILHO, HO OH XOPOILIO IepXaJiCsl: Kak OyATO caMo sapo
€ro CyluecTBa, TauBlUee B ce6e maMsTh OECUMUCIEHHBIX
MOKOJIEHHH, KaKHM-TO 00pa3oM MPOCOYHUJIOCh CKBO3b
MOPEI KOXM ¥ 06pa30Bajio HEBUAUMBIH 1IUT. XOTS €ClNyU
Y MaJbYHKa €CTh CMIOCOOHOCTH K COMPUKOCHOBEHMIO,
MOLYMAaJl CTPEJIOK, TO BMOJIHE MOXET ObiTb, YTO TaKO#
IIUT AEHCTBUTENBLHO E€CTh.

CTpenoK paBHOMEPHO KayaJl pblyar, HO He YBETHYH-
BaJI cKopocTb. OH 3HaJ, YTO HEAOYMKH-MYTaHTbI MOTYT
MOJYATH 3aMax UxX cTpaxa. Y Bce xe OH GblI yBEpeH, 4TO
H3-33 OJJHOTO TOJIBKO MX CTpaxa MYTaHTbl He HamamyT.
B KOH1LIe KOHLIOB OHH C MAIBYMKOM ObUTH U3 MUpa CBETA.
M onu 6bUTM HOPpMaNbHBIMH, «H0OpLIMU». «Kak Xe OHH
HIOJDKHBI HaC HEHaBUAETb! — NMOAYMal CTPEJIOK U BAPYT
3aiajicst BONpoOcoM: — A yenoBek B yepHom? OHH H ero
HeHapunesm? Her. HaBepHoe, Bce-Taku Het. Uy, MOXeT
OBITh, OH MpolLe]l MUMO HMX He3aMeUYeHHbIM, KaK TEHb
OT YEPHOIO Kphila B YEPHOTE».

Manbauk cAaBIeHHO BCKpHKHYN. CTpeioK NOBEPHY
royioy. Yersepo MyTaHTOB, CNOTHIKASCh Ha KaXIOM
1ary, CJIeAOBaIM 3a Ape3UHOi. OOUH U3 HUX YXKE TSHYN
PYKH, 4TOOBI YXBaTHTLCA 32 Kpaii riargopmbl.

CTpesoK OTITYCTHI pbiYar U BLICTPE/IWI U3 peBOJIbBE-
pa — Bce TaK Xe HeOpexHo, mout neHuBo. [1ynsa mona-
Jia B -TOJIOBY OnrKaiiiiero K HUM MyTtaHTa. TOT u3gan
IIYMHBIA BCXJIMII, GOJIbILIE IOXOXMIt Ha B3N0X, U BAPYT
saynni6aics. Ero pyku GbUIM BSUTBIMU U Ge3XXKH3HEHHBIMH,
TOYHO AoxasA peiba; MaabLbl CIMMIKCH APYT C APYIOM,
KaK NaJIbLbl IIepYaTKH, MPOBAJIABILECA HOIN0e BpeMs B

noachxaiomeit rpa3d. OoHa U3 3TMX MEPTBEHHBIX Jian
CXBaTWIAa MAJIbYMKA 33 HOTY M MOTAHYJA.
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MauibyuK 3aKpHuYan B MOJIHLIA rojoc — B NIyXOii TH-
LWHMHE 3TOH rpaHUTHOI YTPOOHI.

CTpenok BbICTPEIHII ellle pa3 — MYTaHTY B Ipylb. ToT
MPUHSJICA TYCKaTh CIAIOHH CKBO3b OecLIBETHbIE IYOHI,
pacTsiHyTble B MAMOTCKOIt yxMmbUiKe. JDKeHK yxe Hagan
cnon3ath ¢ wiat¢gopMel. CTPENoK CXBaTHI €r0 3a PYKY M
caM ellBa He yTajl: TBapb OKa3ajlaCh Ha YIWBJICHUE CHIb-
HoO#t. CTpesioK BCaliJi €11ie ONHY ITy/IIO MyTaHTY B F'OJIOBY.
OavH rna3s norac, Kak cBevya, ¥ BCe Xe MyTaHT MpOHoJ-
Xan TAHYTb. OHM MoI4Ya 6OpoNKcCh 3a M3BMUBalOLIEECH,
Kopuaiucecs teyo Jxeirka. Kaxasrit TAHyI Ha ce6s1, Kak
IETHLIKM, KOrIa OHM, 3arajaB XeJlaHHue, JIOMaloT KypH-
HYI0 KOCTOYKY-IYXKy. JKejlaHue MyTaHTa GbUIO BIIOTHE
OYEBHIHBIM — XOPOLLIO MO06enaTh.

Ipe3nHa nocreneHHO 3aMemwnana xol. OcTaibHEIE
MYTaHTbI yXe NMPUGIHXKAITUCDH: YBEYHBIH, XxpOMOH U CJie-
noit. Moxer ObiTh, OHU NpocTo ucKanu HMucyca, Koro-
Pblit Gbl UX MCLIEJIMT M BbIBEJI U3 ThMbl Ha CBET, KaK BOC-
Kpecuuero Jlasaps.

«Bot u Bce. [TapHIO KOHeL», — rnoayMa CTpeJioK ¢
TIOpa3uBLINM €ro caMoro crniokoicreueM. K atomy Bce u
o, Bpocait MabYMIIKY M XXMH Ha phryar wiH Gopuch
3a Hero 10 KOHLa M morudait BMecte ¢ HMM. B yno6oMm
CIIyyae IapHIo KOHeL,

OH H30 BCex CWI pBaHYJI MJIbYMKA 32 PYKY U pa3ps-
IV peBOIbBEP MYTAHTY B XHBOT. Ha KaKo/-TO YXXacHBIH,
3aCTHIBIIWIA BO BpEMEHU MUT TOT €1lie CWIbHEE BLETICS
B JIxeiika, 1 napHMLUKA OIATH Hayal CNOJ3aTh C IUIaT-
cdopmel. A moToM ApsaGnas, CTYACHMCTas Jiafa pa3xanacs,
U MYTaHT, [TO-NpEeXHEMY YXMbUISASICh, TOBATWICA HHUIKOM
MEXIy peJibcaM# — IT03aAM 3aMEIISIOIEH XOX APEe3NHEL.

— A myman, Bul MeHs Gpocure. — [TapeHek pa3phi-
nancs. — S xyman... MHe 11oxasanocs...
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— JlepX#uchb 3a MOI nosic, — KOpOTKO 6pocu cTpe-
JoK. — Kpenko-Kpenko nepxmuch.

PyKa NapHUILIKY BLEWIACh EMY B PEMEHb; MATbYMK
CYHOPOXHO JIOBWI PTOM BO3[YyX, CJIOBHO 3albIXasiCh.

CrpeioK CHOBa B3sUICA 32 pblyar M MPUHSJICA KayaTb;
Ipe3nHa MOTMXOHbKY Habupana ckopocTb. HemoyMku-
MYTaHTh! OTCTYIIMJIM Ha LIar U HaGnlofanu Tenepb, KaKk
OHU ye3xaloT. X HeuenoBeyeckue nuua (Ha3BaTh MX
9eI0BEeYeCKHMM MOXHO OBIJIO ¢ GONbILOIT HATIXKKOIA,
pa3Be YTO TOJILKO K3 XKaJIOCTH) Usydanu cinaboe ¢ocdo-
pecuMpylollee CBEYEHHE — TaK CBETSITCS] CTPaHHLIE Ty~
GOKOBOIHBIE PIOBI, XKUBYLIHME MO THETOM YEPHOM TOJ-
LM MOPCKOH BOABI. DTH JIMLIA HE BBIPAXAIM HH 3N10CTH,
HM HeHaBUCTH. Hukakux 4yyBCTB He TEMaWJIOCh B Gec-
CMBIC/ICHHO BhITAPALIEHHBIX IJ1a3aX, pa3Be uTo ObUIO TaM
YTO-TO TI0X0XKee Ha MOy6ecco3HaTEIbHOE MIMOTHYECKOE
CoXaJIeHHe.

— OHM yxe BbIIOXIIUCH, — CKa3aJi CTPEJIOK, K Harps-
XEHHBIE MBILIUBI BHU3Y XUBOTa HEMHOro paccnabu-
ach. — OHM...

Hemoymxu-MyTaHThI Habpocaiv KaMHeH Ha peJibChl,
nepekphiB myTh. IIpaBna, paGoTanu sBHO HacneX: pacKM-
JIath 3TOT 3aBaJl — MMHYTHOe jeio. Ho M Bce paBHO
MPHUIIOCh OCTAHOBUTECA. M KTO-TO HOMIKeH Obul cry-
CTUTBCA C IUIaTOPMBI M YOpaTh KAMHHM C PEbcoB. Masib-
YHK IJTyXO 3aCTOHAJ M €LUE TECHEe MPUXAICS K CTPENKY.
Crpenok otnycTiut phivar. JIpesuHa GeciuyMHO nouka-
TWIACh K 3aBaJTy U, B3APOrHyB, OCTAHOBUNACH.

HenoyMKu-MyTaHTbI OIISTh MPUOIYDKANHKCh: KaK 6ya-
TO CJIy4aitHO, CJIOBHO TaK YXK OHO NOJYYHUIIOCh, YTO OHH
NMPOXOMWIH MMUMO, 3a6JIyIMBLIMCh B HECCKOHYAaEMOM CHE
BO MpaKe, U -BOT Habpeid Ha KOro-To, y KOro MOXHO
6ynmer cipocuTs nopory. C6opMile NPOK/IATHIX Ha Nepe-
IyTHE TIOA TOJIIEH APEBHUX CKaJl.
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— OHH Hac cxBaTAT? — CIIOKOHHO CIIPOCHJI MAIBYY-
raH.

— Her. Nomounuu noka, 1anHo?

Crpenok orasnen rpyny KaMHeik. MyTaHThI — XWible,
M3roJiofaBLIKeCs CYLIECTBA — HE CMOTIM NPUTAIMTh Ha
NMYyTH MO-HACTOSLIEMY KpynHble KaMHHU. Tak, menkue
KaMelKH, YTOOb! TOJIBKO OCTAHOBUTb APE3UHY M 3acTa-
BUTb KOTO-TO M3 HHX CITYCTHUTBCA...

— Cnyckaiics, — pacriopsinwics crpeiok. — Ilpu-
netcsi Tebe NOTPYAUTLCA. A g TeOsl TIPHUKPOIO.

— Her, — npoiuenTan ManbuuK. — [Toxanyifcra.

— 51 He Mory aaTb Tebe peBOJIbBEp M HE MOI'y TacKaTh
KaMHU H ONHOBPEMEHHO CTpeJAThb. Tak 4To BhIGOpa y
Hac Her.

I xeiik Bapyr Havyat AMKO BpaLlaTh INia3aMH, MOTOM
COPOTHYJICS BCEM TEJIOM, HaBEPHOE, B TAKT CBOMM 3a-
METABLUIUMCS B yXace MBICIAM, HO yXe B CIeAyIONLyIo
CEKYHOY OH MEIUIEHHO CNO3 C IIaThopMbl X NPUHSUICA
paclIBLIPDUBATh KAMHM 10 CTOPOHAM, CTapasich HE CMO-
TPETh HA MYTAHTOB.

Crtpesiok Xaajl ¢ peBoJbBepaMu HaroTose.

JBoe MyTaHTOB, MOLLATHIBAsCh Ha XOXY, ABUHYJIMCh
K MIbYHKY, BEITAHYB BAJIbIE PYKH, KaK OyaTO ClieIUieH-
Hble U3 TecTa. PeBOibBEpH! 3HAJIM YTO JENaTh. KPaCHO-
GeJinle BCIBILUKK NMPOH3WIX ThbMY, BIHMBLIACH UIJIAMH
GoJtu CTpeJKy B I1a3a. Majib4MK 3aKpHdai, HO paGoTy He
npexpatwi. [Tepen razamMu CTpelika 3aruisicaii npu3pay-
Hble 6;1MKH. OH BooGIIe HH 9epTa He BHUIEN, ¥ 3TO ObUIO
XyXe Bcero. Bce npeBpaTMIOCh B ipOXallye TEHH U pac-
TUTIbIBYATbIE MATHA.

OnvH M3 MYTaHTOB; KOTODHIA MOYTH COBCEM M HE
CBETWICS, BHE3AITHO MPOTAHYJ K MapHUIIKE CBOM KO-
MapHble Jlansl. BnaxHele ia3a MyTaHTa, 3aHUMAaBIOMe
Io6pYI0 NOJIOBHHY €ro JIMLA, 3aKATHINCh.
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JDKkeitk ONMATh 3aKpHyal M pa3sBepHYJCH, FOTOBSCh K
Ipake.

CrpeioK pa3psmwl peBONbBepHl, He pa3pelias cebe
Jaxe 3anyMaThCs, YTO OH Jejiaer, — HHaye cburToe
BCIBIILIKAMM 3peHHEe MOIJIO ObI €ro NoABECTH, OTAABILUCH
NpeAaTeIbCKOM APOXbIO B pyKaX: FOJOBHI MYTaHTa U
MaJIbYMKa GBUTH BCEro B HECKOJBKHMX HNIOMMax OPYT OT
Ipyra. Yrau MyTaHT.

JIxelK pacIIBEIpUBaJ KAMHU, TOYHO B UCCTYIUICHUM.
MyTaHThl TOJIMIKMCh YYTh MOOJAJIb, NOKA €le Mo Ty
CTOpPOHY HEBUAUMOM KpaiiHell 4epThl, 3a KOTOpPO# oCTa-
HeTCA TOJIbKO pBaHyThCA B ataKy. Ho oHu Mayio-nomany
npuomokanuch. Y okasanuch tenepb coBceM GJIM3KO.
Tomxommwnu apyrue. X 4MCIO YBEJIMYHBAIOCH Hemnpe-
CTaHHO.

— JlagHo, — cka3an crpenok. — JlaBaii 3aGupaiics.
Brictpee.

Kak TONbKO MaibYMK COABHHYJICS C MECTa, MYTaHThI
6pocrmuch K HUM. JDKeHK nepeMaxHyn yepes 60pT, LLiern-
HyJcA Ha IwIaTdOpMy U TYT Xe NONHAJCA Ha HOTH; CTpe-
JIOK yXe TIOHAJIET Ha phi¥ar — M30 Bcex cuil. PeBosnbBe-
PHl CHOBA JieXanH B Kobypax. Ceifuac yXxe He IO CTpe/b-
ObI: HaIO YHOCHTD HOTH.

Mep3kue nansl LUIENATA [0 META/UIMYECKOM IuiaT-
¢opme. Tenepb MaJIBUMK JepXKAJICA 3a [TOSAC CTPENIKa obe-
MMH PYKaMM, BXABILUKCH JIMLIOM €MY B MOSICHULLY.

MyTtaHTBl BEIGEXANH Ha PENbChl, UX JIMLA ObUTH MC-
MONHEHbI BCE TOro Xe 6e3yMHOro, OTpeLIEeHHOro npen-
BKylreHus. Ctpenok GyKBaJlbHO (PH3MYECKH OMIYTHI
MOLIHbIH BHIGPOC afipeHaNMHa B KpoBb. OH Kayal pyKo-
ATKY C YABOEHHOM CHIOH — JIpe3rHa MYJIach I10 peJibcaM
CKBO3b TbMY. OHH BPE3aJIUCh B XAJIKYIO KY4KY U3 YEThl-
PexX WM IATH HEYKIIOXHUX MyTaHToB. Te pa3seTenuch B

‘CTOPOHBI, TOYHO THWIbIE GaHAHBI, COMTBHIE CO CTBOJA.
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Bce nanbiue u nansiue Bnepen. B 6e33ByqHoi, 310Be-
LIEeH, CTPEMUTENbHOM ThME.

CnycTsi, HaBEPHOE, LIENyI0 BEYHOCTb MaIbYHMK BCe-
TaKHM OTOPBAICA OT CIIHHbI CTPENKA ¥ NMOTHSUT JTULIO Ha-
BCTpEYY BO3AYLIHOM cTpye: eMy ObUIO CTpallHO, HO OH
BCE PaBHO XOTeN 3HaTb. [Ipu3payHble OTOIECKM BCIbILEK
OT BBICTPENIOB BCE €liie IULICATH Y Hero nepel rjia3aMH.
OH HMYEro He yBUIIEJ, KPOME KPOMELIHON TbMbI, U HH-
Yyero He ychbillai, KpOMe peBa BOIbl B pEKe.

— OH¥M oTCTaNH, — CKa3aJl IapHUILIKA U BOPYT UCITy-
rajics, yTo nyTh ceifyac o6opBeTCH BO ThME U OHU CIIETAT
C penbCcoB NoA rHGeNbHBII IPOXOT APE3NHBI, MpEeBpanai-
wieiics B uckopexxeHHbie o6omMkn. Koraa-to oH e3mwi
B aBTOMOOWISIX; OAHAXABI €ro OTel FHaji MAaIUMHY IMOX
ZIIeBSIHOCTO MWIb B 4ac Ha Maructpanu Hoio-IXepcH, 1
€ro oCTaHOBWIH 3a npeBbilieHHe ckopocTu. (ITonuueii-
CKMii, KCTaTU, He B3sUl ABANLIATKY, KOTOPYIO Marna oThat
€My BMeCTe C paBaMH, U BbITMCAI €My KBUTAHLIMIO Ha
wrpag.) Ho OH B XH3HM HE e30UN BOT TaK: BCJEHYIO,
KOraa BeTep XJeuleT U Thl OOHIILCA BCEro — M TOYO, YTO
c3alIu, U TOro, YTo CHepenu, — KOoraa LIyM peKu pa3Ho-
CHUTCH, CJIOBHO HenoOpblit cMex. CMex yeJIoBeKa B Y4epHOM.
Pyxu ctpenka 6bUIM KaK NMOpUIHM 06e3yMeBILEro Yeo-
BeKa-aBTOMaTa.

— OH¥M OTCTa/IH, — HEYBEPEHHO TTOBTOPHJI MAJIbYMK.
BeTtep BhipBail CjI0Ba Y HEro 430 pra. — Tenepb MOXHO
exarb notuiie. Mbl OT HUX OTOPBa/IUCh.

Ho ctpenok ero He ycnbitan. OHM MYUIHCh Briepes —
B HEU3BECTHOCTh H TEMHOTY.

Xi

‘OHH exanu 6e3 NPOUCILECTBHHA TPH «IXHA» TIOAPAL.
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X

A BO BpeMs 9eTBepTOro nepuoaa 6GoapcTtBoBaHuA (Ha
cepennHe? Ha TpeX YeTBEpTAX? OHM JaXe He 3HAIU —
IPOCTO OHH €llIe He YCTAIM HaCTOJIBKO, YTOOBI OCTaHaB-
JIMBAThCA Ha OTHKIX) YTO-TO PE3KO YAAPUIO CHU3Y B IHU-
me rwiardopMel, Ape3uHa MOKaYHYJ/ach, U Teia MyTelle-
CTBEHHMKOB HaKPEHWIHCh BMPaBoO, KOTa PesibChl KPYTO
CBEPHYJIH BJIEBO.

Briepenn 3a6pe3Xiur CBET — TYCKJIOE CHSIHHE, Ha-
CTOJILKO He3AelTHee M YYXEPONHOe, YTO Ka3ajloch, €ro
M3UTy4aeT HeKas HeBEeAOMas CTHXHUS: He 3eMJIsl K He BO3-
IyX, He Boja M He OroHb. OH ObUl GeCLBETHBIM, 3TOT
He3NeUHUH CBET, H Pacro3HaTh ero MOXHO GbUIO JIMLIb
IO TOMY, YTO MX JIMLIA ¥ PYKM CTIH Tenepb pa3iuiUMBbl
He TOJIbKO Ha oLuymb. M rnasa caenanuch TakKUMM 4yB-
CTBUTEJIbHHIMHM K CBETY, YTO OHM pa3rjisiienu 3TO Cla-
6eHbKOe cusHUe Gonee YyeM 3a MATh MWIb A0 TOro, KaK
MPUOIM3WINCH K €r0 HCTOYHHKY.

— TaM BBIXOA, — XPHUIUTO BbUIaBWI MIbYUK. — TaM
BBIXOLL.

— Her. — CrpeJioK npon3Hec 3T0 CO CTPaHHOM yBe-
peHHocThio. — Elle HerT.

U ne#ictButensHo — HeT. OHHU BBHIEXATH Ha CBET, HO
TO GBUI HE CBET COMHLA.

ITpnONM3UBILIMCEH K HCTOYHUKY CBEYCHHUS, OHH YBH-
HIeNH, YTO KaMeHHas CTeHa CjieBa OT MyTel Mcyeana, a
PAIOM € HX pesibCaMH TAHYTCS M ApYTHE, CIUIETasCh B
3aMBICJIOBATYIO MayTHHY. CBeT peBpallaj uX B ropsiuue
BEKTOpHI, yxoasiuue B HUKyna. Ha HeKoTophix MmyTax
CTOSUIM 9epHBbie TOBapHBI€ BATOHETKM M NMAacCaXuMpCKHe
KapeThl, PUCIIOCO0NeHHbIE IUIA €3Il N0 peNhcaM. CTpen-
Ky CTaJIO He 10 ce6e. DTH GpolueHHBIe KapeThl GbUIH KaK
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MEpTBbIE NMPU3PavyHbie raJIEOHb!, MOrJOMEHHBIE TOA3eM-
HbIM CapraccoBbIM MOpeM.

Cser caenaincs spue. [TepBoe BpeMa OH 601€3HEHHO
pesan rnasa, HO NOCTENEeHHO IJIa3a MPUBLIKAIM K CBETY.
OHH BBIGUPATHCH U3 TEMHOTHI Ha CBET, KaK HBIPSUTBLIH-
KM, MEJIEHHO MMOAHMMAIOLIKECH U3 MOPCKHX MTyOMH.

Bniepea npoTsiHyACs OrpOMHBIN aHIap, yXONsImMif
BO TbMY. DTy YEPHYIO rpOMaIy NpOpe3aTy XelTbie KBa-
IpaTbl CBETa: MPUMEPHO ABE AIOXWHBI Bbe3IHBIX BOPOT.
Ka3sasunecs nonayamy pa3sMepoM ¢ OKOLIKH B KYKOJIBHOM
LlOMHKE, OHH BLIPOCIH IO ABaAUATH (YTOB B BHICOTY,
KOra Ape3nHa NpuOaMu3niIach K HUM BIUIOTHY10. CTpesiok
C MaJIbYUKOM BbeXali BHYTPb Yepe3 BOpPOTa, pacnojio-
XeHHbIe 6nke K HeHTpy. Ham HUMM ObUIM HauepTaHBI
Kakue-To He3HaKoMble GykBhl. CTpeJIKy ToKa3aioch, 9TO
3TO OMIHA U Ta X€ HANNKCh, HO TOJILKO Ha Pa3HBIX A3BIKaX.
K ero Hecka3aHHOMY M3yMJIEHHIO, eMY YAAI0Ch pa3o6paTh
nocnenHiow ¢pasy. Haanmucph Ha mpas3sike BeICOKOro
Cuora rnacwia:

NyTb 10. HAPYXY.
NEPEXOA HA 3ANALHYIO IMHUIO

BHyTpH cBeT 6bUI sip9e. PeIbChi CXOMWIKCH, CIMBAIHCh
IPYT C APYTOM NOCPEICTBOM CIOXHO! CHCTEME CTPEJIOK.
3nech naxe paGoTaIM HEKOTOPhIe CHTHAIbHEIE (POHApH,
IepEMUIUBASCh H3BeYHLIMU OrOHBKAMH: KPaCHBIMH, 3€-
JICHBIMH M THTapHBIMH.

OHH NPOKATWINCH MEXIY ABYMA KAMEHHLIMH BO3BHI-
IIEHUAMM TUIIA TUPCOB, 60Ka KOTOPLIX AaBHO NOYEpHe-
JIM OT IIPOXOXAEHHS COTEH H COTEH PeJIbCOBRIX IKMITAXEH,
M OKa3aJIKUCh B rPOMaiHOM 3ajie HamnomoGue BOK3aja.
Crpenok npexparii Kayath phdar. JpesuHa MeUIeHHO
OCTaHOBWJIACh, ¥ OHM ONJIANEMCH MO CTOPOHAM.
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— IToxoxe Ha Hally MOA3eMKY, — CKa3an NapHHUILKa.

— Ha yrto noxoxe?

— Jla HeT, 3TO A TaK. BBl Bce paBHO He rnoiiMerte. 5 cam
yXe He IOHMMal0, O YEM rOBOPIO.

Manpyuk B306paicsa Ha 6eToHHY10 iaTchopmy. OHU
CO CTPEJIKOM OIJIsiNeITH GponieHHbie KWOCKH, IIe KOraa-To
TIPOXABATHCH Ia3eThl M KHWXKH, 00BETLLIABLIYIO 00YBHYIO
JIaBKY, OpPYXeHbII Mara3uHYUK (CTPEIOK, UCTILITABLIUIA
BHE3aNHLI MPWIMB BO30YXAEHUS, MOXUpa I1a3amMu
BUHTOBKH ¥ PEBOJIBBEPHI, BbICTABJIEHHbIE B BATPUHE, HO,
NMPHCMOTPEBILKCH TOyYIIe, OH C pa3oyapoBaHHEM 006-
HapYXW1, YTO MX CTBOJTbI 3aIMTHI CBMHIIOM. OH, OIHAKO,
B35UI JIyK M KOJI9aH C MPaKTHYECKN HMKYAa HE TONHbIMH,
TUI0X0 cOaJlaHCUpOBaHHBIMU cTpenaMu). boin 3nech M
MarasuH XKeHCKOro 1iaths. ['ne-1o paboTas KOHAWLUHO-
Hep, 6e30CTaHOBOYHO MEPEroHss] BO3AyX yXe He OOHY
THICAYY JIET, — ¥, BUIUMO, BPEMs ero noaxXoaiIo K KOH-
uy. BHyTpHM y Hero yxe ape6e3xano, HarnoMuHasl 0 TOM,
YTO MeYTa YeJIOBeKa O BEUHOM JBMraTesie, Aaxe Nnpu
NoAAepXaHUM CaMbIX OJIaronpusATHLIX YCJIOBHA, BCE PaB-
HO ocTaercsi MeuToil MaMora. B  Bo3gyxe uyBcTBOBAICH
KaKoii-To MeTajuindeckuit npuBkyc. [llarn otnasanucs B
IPOCTPAHCTBE [IYXUM, ONEKIILIM 3XOM.

— Oii! — BEIKPUKHY MaIbYMK. — OiA...

Crpenok oGepHysics M rmonomien K HeMy. Majb4MK
CTOSU1 nepel KHYOKHOM JIABKOM M CMOTpEJ CKBO3b CTEKIIO
KaK 3aBOpOXEHHbI. BHYTpH, B CaMOM HajbHEM YTIIY,
cunena mymmusa. Ha Heii Obuta cuHAS popMa C 30JI0THIM
KaHTOM — CYAA 10 BUIY, opMa KOHAYKTOpa WIH Npo-
BONHHKA. Ha xoneHax y MyMuH Jiexana ApeBHss, HO Ha
YOUBJIEHHE XOpOILIO COXpaHMBLIAsiCA rasera, Kortopas,
OIHAKO0, paCCHIIAJIaCh B NbUIb, KOIIa CTPEJIOK K HEM NpH-
KOCHyJIcA. JINLO MyMHH HaITOMMHAJIO CTapO€ CMOPIUCH-
Hoe 16710k0. CTpesIOK OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJICSH MCCOXLUEeH
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eku. BaBunocs nerkoe 061a4K0 NBUTH, M B LIeKe obpa-
30BaJTacCh AbIPa, YepPe3 KOTOPYIO MOXHO ObUIO 3ar/ITHYTh
MYMHH B poT. Bo pTy GnecHyn 3o5010i 3y6.

— I'a3, — npo6opmMoTan cTpenok. — Panbiue yMenu
NpOH3BOAMTD ra3, KOTOPHIif Tak aeiicTBoBai. To ecTh Tak
roBopun BaHHu.

— YunuTtenb, KOTOPLIA YUYW BaC MO KHUTAM.

— Ha. OH.

— OHM BoeBaJIH, — MPAYHO NPOTOBOPHI MATBYHK. —
WM yOousanu apyr apyra 3THM CaMbIM ra3oM.

— Ia. IMoxoxe, Tl Npas.

beun 3mech u apyrue Mymuu. He 10 91068 MHOTO,
Ho GbLu. Beero okono aloxubl. Bee, kpome aByx wiu
TpeX, ObUTH OeThI B CHHIOI JOpMY C 30JI0TOM OTACNKOM’.
CTpenokK peLmt, YTo ra3 MyCTWIM, KOTIa Ha CTAHLIMK He
6bU10 KapeT ¢ naccaxupaMu. BoaMoxHO, B He3anaMsATHHE
BpEMEHa 3Ta CTAaHUMA NPUHSUIA Ha ce6s yoap KakOd-HU-
6ynb apMuH, IABHO KaHYBLIEH B BEYHOCTb — KaK M NpPU-
YUHa CaMO# BOWMHEIL.

OTH MBICJIH €70 YTHETAIM.

— JlaBaii-Ka jyquue noinem orciona. — CrpeJiok Ha-
npaBwiICA 06paTHO K AECATOMY IYTH, [€ CTOsUIa MX Ape-
3uHa. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 MajJp4yMK €ro He MOCHYIIAICH U
OCTAaJICSl CTOSAATb Ha MECTE.

— S Hukyna He noiny.

Ctpenok B u3yMJIeHUM 06epHYJICS.

JIuio y MaTbYKKa repekocwiochb. Ero ryon npoxanm.

— BH Bce paBHO He NONYYHTE TO, YTO BaM HYXHO,
noxa s xwus. Tak 4To s JyyLue ocranych TyT. M cam no-
npo6y10 BLIOpaThCH.

CTpeNoK YKIOHYHBO KMBHYJN, HEHaBUIA ce6d 3a To,
YTO OH Ceivac caesiaeT — 4T0 COOMpaercst caeaTh.

— JlamHo, JIxeiiK, — cKa3aj OH 0O9eHb THXO. — Jloi-
IUX JHEH U NPUATHRIX HOYEH.
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OH OTBEpHYJICsl, MOAOLLIEN K Kpalo IaThOpMbl U
JIEIKO CIPHITHYJ1 BHH3, Ha Ipe3HHY.

— Bhi 3aKNIOYWIHM KAKYI0-TO CAE/KY! — KDUKHYJI MaJlb-
94K eMy Bcaen. — C KeM-To Bbl IOrOBOpWIKCH! 51 3Hal0!

CTpeJioK MoJI4a CHSUI C TUIeYa JIYK U OCTOPOXHO YJIO-
XKW ero 3a T-06pa3HbIiA BLICTYTI B IOy APE3UHBI, YTOOBI
CJIy4aifHO HE NMOBPEAMUTH €r0 PbIlYaroM.

ManpuMK cXaj KyJaakd, ero JIMLUO NpeBpaTHIoCh B
MAacKy 6onn.

«[la, MaJIeHbKOro 0OGMaHyTb JIErKO, — YTpIOMO Noay-
MaJi cTpenok. — CKoNBKO pa3 ero 3aMeyare/ibHas MHTYH-
1MA — Jap CONPHKOCHOBEHHS — MOACKa3biBaJla EMY 3Ty
MBICJIb, HO THI BCE BpeMsi cOMBaJl ero C TOJNKYy. A Belb,
KpoMme Te0s1, y Hero HeT HUKOTrO, TO €CTb BOOOLIE HUKOIO».

BHe3anHo ero nopasujia NpocTasi MbIC/b, GoJiblle
MOX0Xasl Ha 03apeHMe: BCEro-To U HyXHO, YTO GPOCHUTD
BCE 3TO K YepTOBOl MaTepu, OTCTYMHUTbCA, MOBEPHYThH
Ha3ajl, B3ATb C C00010 MapHUILKY M CACNIATb €ro cpeno-
TOYMeM HOBOM cuwibl. Henb3s npuiiti K BauiHe TakuM
YHHM3UTENbHBIM, HEIOCTOMHBIM myTeM. [IycTh ManbyukK
BHIpacTeT, CTAaHEeT MyXIMHOIA, ¥ TOrAa MOXHO OyneT BO3-
OGHOBHTD 3TOT IIOXOA — NOTOMY YTO OHM BIBOEM CyMe-
Ji1 GBI OTIIBHIPHYTH YeNIOBEKA B YEPHOM CO CBOETO IYTH,
KaK JellIeBEHbKYIO 3aBOAHYIO MIDYLUKY.

«Hy na, pa36exaics», — IMHUYHO NOXYMaJl CTPEJIOK.

IToToMy 4TO OH HMOHSUI, OCO3HAN C HEOXMIAHHLIM

XIaIHOKPOBMEM, YTO Ceifyac NOBEPHYTh Ha3al O3HayaeT
Tnoru6HyTh — 060MM. Unu ere Toro xyxe: G6uITh rorpe-
GeHHBIMM 32)XMBO TIOA TOJILEH rop, B KOMIIAHUU HeHo-
yMKOB-MYTaHTOB. MeIleHHOe yracaHHWe, YMCTBEHHOE M
dusmaeckoe. U Moxer GHITb, peBOJILBEPHI €I0 OTLIA Ha-
JIOJITO MEepeXUBYT MX OOOUX M NPEBPATATCS B TOTEMHI,
XpaHMMBbIC B 3aTHHUBAIOLICM BEJIMKOJICIIMM, KaK Ta GeH-
30KO0JIOHKA.
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«[1posiBu MyXecTBO», — JIMLIEMEPHO CKa3aJI OH cebe.

Crtpeniok B3sUics 3a phlYar ¥ NpUHSUICA Kadarb. [lpe-
3MHa ABWHYJIacb MPO4b OT KAMEHHOM MIaT(OPMEI.

Manbuuk 3akpuuan: «[lodoxcoumelr — u Gpocuics
Hanepepe3s Ape3nHe, K TOMY MECTY, Ile OHa CHOBa JOJDKHA
ObL1a BbexaTh BO TbMY TOHHeNA. CTpesioK exBa He MoA-
JaCcs BHE3aNMHOMY HCKYLLIEHHIO NpHOaBUTb CKOPOCTDb M
OpOCHTL MAJIBYHKA 30ECh — B OMMHOYECTBE, HO XOTs Ohl
B CNacHUTENbHON HEU3BECTHOCTH.

Ho BMecTO 3TOro OH MOAXBaTWI MabYMKA Ha JIETy,
KOra TOT CNPbITHYJI € I1aT¢OpMb Ha ABVDKYILYIOCS Ape-
3UHY. JLXeik npuxaics K HeMmy. Cepaue NapHUIKH N0
TOHKOWH pybaiukoi 6eleHO KOMOTWIOCS.

Boixon 6bu1 yxe GiM3KO.

KoHew 6bu1 65nu3Ko.

X

PeB peku ctan Temepp O4eHb POMKHUM, 3alIOJIHUB
CBOMM MOILHBIM IPOXOTOM JiaXxe MX CHbl. CTpeJiok, CKo-
pee U3 MPUXOTH, HeXEeJU U3 KAKUX-TO MHBIX coobpaxe-
HMii, BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH nepelaBall pHyar MaIb9MKY, a
CaM NocChblIaN B TEMHOTY CTpEJibl, IIpeABapHTEIbHO NPH-
B13aB K KaXIOM IO MPOYHOA HUTH.

JIyk oka3asncs coBceM HHKYABIIIHBIM. XOTA C BHAY OH
COXpaHWICS COBCEM HEIUIOXO, TETUBA HE TAHY/IaChb COBCEM,
Y npuue 66Ut cOUT. CTpeNoK cpa3y NMOHMNI, YTO TYT YXe
HUYETro He MCMNpaBHilb. Jlaxe ecliv NepeTAHyTh TeTHBY,
KaK ITOMHOBHTb TPYX/IABYIO ApeBeCHHY? CTpellhl ylieTal!
HeZlalleKo, HO MOC/IENHsAsA BepHyJaach Ha3all MOKpOH H
ckonp3koil. Koraa Majib4MK CIPOCHII, CKOJILKO TaM IO
BOJIbl, CTPEJIOK TOJIbKO II0XaJl IUIeYaMH, HO Mpo ce6s OH
OTMETWJI, YTO €CNTH MPUAETCA CTPEJIATh M3 JIyKa No-Ha-
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CTOfIIIEMY, TO PeaJIbHO MOXHO PacCYMTHIBAThb SIPIOB Ha
LIECTBAECST — A3 M TO €CJIK OYEHD NOBE3ET.

A peB peKH CTaHOBHJICS BCe TpoMue, Bee GImxke.

Bo- BpeMst TpeThero nepuona 60IpCTBOBAHUSA MOCe
TOro, KaK OHM MMHOBQJIM CTaHLMIO, BIEpeay OMNATh No-
Ka3aJICad NpU3payHblit cBeT. OHN BbEXAIU B IJIMHHDIA
TOHHEJNb, NPOPe3aloMil TONMLy KaMHs, OTJIMBaBLIEro
XYTKOBaTBIM CBeYE€HMEM. BaXHbIe CTEHBI TOHHENS NMO-
OnecKuBaIM THICAYEH KPOUIEYHBIX NMEPENUBYATHIX 3BE3-
Io4YeK. Mambunx Ha3pail MX U3-KynaeMbiMH. Bce Bokpyr

npuobpesIo HaJleT KaKOi-TO TPEBOXHOI MppeanbHOCTH,
KaK 370 OBIBaeT B KOMHATeE YXXAaCOB B TapKe aTTPaKLIHOHOB.

Caupensiit peB NOA3EMHOM PEKH JieTesl UM HaBCTpe-
Yy 110 IYIKOMY KaMEHHOMY TOHHEJTI0, KOTOPBIi CITyXHJT
KaK GBI eCTeCTBEeHHLIM ycwinTesieM. Ho BOT Y4TO CTpaHHO:
3BYK OCTaBaJICA BCEria HEM3MEHHBIM, JaXe TOraa, Koraa
OHH CTaTM NpUOJIDKATBECA K TOYKE IlepeceyeHusi, KoTopas,
KaK ObUT yBEpeH CTpeNOoK, AO/DKHA HaXOAMUThCS BriepeaH
N0 XORYy — CyAsA MO TOMY, YTO CTEHbl TOHHENS HaYyalH
paccTynarhCs. Yo noabeMa CACIaNCH Kpyye.

Pesbenl, 3anuThie MPU3PaYHBIM CBETOM, YXOIWIH Mpsi-
Mo Briepen. CTpeJIKy OHH HaITOMHHAIH TPYOKH ¢ 60/10T-
HBIM ra3oM, KOTOpble HHOTa NpoJaBajii B KayecTBe
yKpallleHHi Ha spMapKe B YecTb bonbinoit XKaTBhel; Maib-
YHKY — HEOHOBRbIE JIaMITbl, NPOTAHYBILUKECS B 6eCKOHEY-
HocTh. Ho B 3TOM MepualouieM cBete OHM 06a pasmisiae-
JIM, 9TO CTE€Hbl TECHOTO TOHHEJSA ASHCTBUTENILHO PaccTy-
naloTcs K OOpBIBAIOTCA BIIEPEAM NBYMSI 3a3yOpeHHBIMHM
JUIMHHBIMM BBICTYTIaMH HaJ IIPOBAJIOM TbMBI — Tpona-
CTBIO HaJl peKOM.

IlyTH npomo/DKAMCh M Hall HeBeNOMOM 6e31HOM — 1o
MOCTY BO3pacTOM B BEYHOCTb. A Ha TO! CTOpOHE, B He-
BooOpa3umMoit many, MasIWiIa KpolIeYHasi TOYKA CBETa:
He Npu3pavHoe MEpLIAaHNe KaMHel, He OTpaXeHHOe CBe-
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YeHHe, a HaCTOSALLHIA, XUBOM CBET COJIHLIAa — TOYEeYKa,
KpolleyHasi, KaK IMpOKON OT OyNaBKH B IUIOTHOM Y€pHOM
MaTepyH, U BCE Xe UCMOHEHHas IMyTraloero CMhICia.

— OcTtaHoBUTeCh, — MONpocHi ManbyuK. — [loxa-
NyicTa, octaHoBUTECh. Ha MMHYTOUKY.

Ctpenok 6e30 BCSKHX BOINPOCOB OTITYCTHJI phIYar.
Jlpe3uHa octaHoBmIachk. LLlym pexu npeBpaTwics B He-
npectaHHblil pokouyluuii peB. HeecrecTBeHHOE cBeve-
HUe, ucxoasilee OT BJIAXHBIX KAMHEMH, CTajloO BAPYT OT-
BpaTHUTEbHbIM U HEHaBUCTHBIM. TOJIBKO Tenepsb, B nep-
Bblii pa3, CTPEJIOK MOYYBCTBOBaJl MPHKOCHOBEHHE
OMEpP3HTEIbHOI NTanbl KIaycTPOPOo61M U HACTOSATENIBHOE,
HeonoauMoe MobyxaeHue BeIOpaThCs OTCIOAA, BEIpBaTh-
Csi U3 ITOM IPAaHUTHOI MOTWIbI.

— Ham npuaetcs npoexatb 30eCb, — CKa3ajl Majlb-
YuK. — OH 310ro xoyer? YTo6bl MBI MOEXAIM HA APE3UHE
Haj 3TOM... Hal 3THM... U ynaiuu Tyna?

CTpeniok 3Han, YTo OTBeT OyeT — HeT, HO CKa3aJl TakK:

— S He 3Hal0, Yero OH XOYET.

OHHM CITYCTWIHUCh C IUIaTPOPMBI ¥ OCTOPOXHO NOAO-
LM K Kpalo npoBana. KaMeHp noa HoraMu npoaoJoKan
NOAHMMATLCA, MOKa BHE3aNMHO He 06OpBajics KpYTOi
OTBECHO# CTeHOI, yxoasiueit B ponacrb. A peJbCH Ge-
Xany Jajublile — Haj YepHOTOM.

CTpenoK OnyCTWICS Ha KOJICHH M DIAHYI BHM3. OH
pasrisgesl 3aMbICJIOBATOE, ITOYTH HENpaBAONoa0OHOe
CILIETEHHE CTAIbHBIX PaCIIOPOK U OaJloK, TepAIOLIHUXCS B
TEMHOTe, B BOJAX peBylleld peku. OTH Gaixku CIyXWIiu
OIOPOoii rpaLiMO3HO H30THYTOM apKHU MOCTa, IIpOXOAsIlIe-
r'0 Hajl IMyCTOTOM.

OH npencrasui ceGe, YT0 MOTYT CAENATh CO CTATBIO
BOJIa M BpeMs B CBoeM YOHICTBEHHOM colo3e. CKOJIBKO
OCTaJIOCh ACHCTBHTEJILHO NMPOYHLIX onop? Mano? Bcero
HUyero? CyMTaHHBIE eIHHULIBI WIM, MOXET, BOOOLIEe HU
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onHoit? ITepen ero MbICJIEHHBIM B30POM BAPYT BO3HHKIIO
JIALO TO¥ MYMHH, H €My BCIIOMHWIOCH, KaK IUIOTb, Ka-
3aBIIasACA C BUAY MPOYHON, pacCHINaiach B MbUIb, €1Ba
OH NPHKOCHYJICS K Hell MajibleM.

— IloiimeM nemxoM, — cKa3ajl OH, BHyTpPEHHE IIpH-
TOTOBMBIIMChH K TOMY, YTO MAILYMK OMATH 3ayNPAMUTCH,
HO TOT NepBBIM CTYITWI Ha ITyTH ¥ YBEPEHHO 3aluarai no
CTAJBbHBIM IUTHTaM MOCTa, ITOBEPX KOTOPBIX ObUIM NOJIO-
XEHH peNbchl. CTpesioK ABUHYJCS CJIEAO0M, CTapasiCh Aep-
XKaThCS NOONIDKE K ITApHMILKE, YTOOBI YCNETh MOAXBaTUTh
ero, ecnu Jkelk BAPYT OCTYIMTCH.

CTpenoK 4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK €ro Koxa NOKphIBaETCA
JIMIIKO# McriapuHO#. DcTakana JaBHO nporHuna. Hactun
MocTa GpeHYa1 y Hero rnol HoraMu, JIErOHbKO MOKa4yH-
BaIC Ha HEBHOMMBIX TPOCaX, COTpscaeMblit GypHBIM
IIOTOKOM, YTO IpeMeJI BHH3y. «MBl — akpo0aThl, — I0-
Iyman oH. — CMOTpH, Mama, TyT HeTy ceTKM. CMOTpH,
A1 JIeqy».

OmuH pa3 OH faxe BCTAI Ha KOJIEHH U BHUMATEJILHO
OCMOTpeJI IINAaaH, 10 KOTOPhIM OHM waranu. IInans
TIPOrHWIM, 2 PeIbCH GBUIH H3BEACHH PXaBYMHOM (M 1O
BITOJIHE OYEBUAHOM NPUYHHE: Telephb CTPEIOK YyBCTBO-
BaJl Ha JIMIIe TOKM CBEXEero Bo3ayxa, KOTOPHIA, KaK H3-
BECTHO, APYT BCAKOM MOPYU. 3HAYUT, NOBEPXHOCTD YXe
coBceM 6/m3ko0). CTpenoK ygapui 1o HUM KYJIaKOM, H
NpOpXaBeNHii MeTaul 3aTpsccs. B KaKoi-TO MOMEHT Y
HETO 110J HOraMM pa3faJicsl [IpeAOCTEpEralolHil CKpexXer.
Omyienne GBUIO TaKoe, YTO CTAIbHOE NMOKPLITHE BOT-
BOT nponomutca. Ho cTpesnok yxe MHHOBaJI OMacHoe
MECTO.

Maipauk, caMo co6oit, Becil Ha 106pyIo COTHIO yH-
TOB MEHBILIC CTPEJIKaA, ¥ AJIs Hero nepexol A0JKEeH ObITh
OTHOCHUTEJIbHO 6€30MacHBIM — eciu Hanblie He Oy-

IeT Xyxe.
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BbpoileHHass Ape3uHa yxe pacrasuia Bo Mpake. Ka-
MEHHBI MUPC — TOT, YTO CJIeBa, — MPOTAHYJICA emlie
¢yToB Ha ABanLIATH BAOJb PENBLCOB: JATbIlIE, Y4eM NPaBhIiA.
Ho ¥ oH ToXe OBICTPO 3aKOHYWICH, U Tenepb OHU LLUTH
Haz npornacThio 6e30 BCAKMX OOKOBBIX OrpaXXICHHUIA.

CnepBa UM Ka3ajloCb, 9TO KpomIeYHast TOYKa JHEB-
HOI'O CBETA Ha TOi CTOPOHE HUCKOJILKO He IMpUOmKaeT-
csl, a OCTaeTCsA BCe TaKOU Xe ApasHALE HaleKok (ecnu
BOOOlIE HE OTCTYMaeT MpoYb C TOM Xe CKOpPOCThIO, C
KaKo# OHX NPONBUIralOTCA K Heit — 310 GbUIO GBI HACTOA-
uiee Boue6CTBO), HO ITOCTENEHHO CTPEJIOK OCO3HAN, 9TO
AATHO CBeTa CTAaHOBUTCA wmMpe K Apde. [Toka oHo eme
6bU10 BBEPXY, HO PeJIbChH HEYKIIOHHO IIUTH Ha MOABEM.

A TIOTOM BAPYT MAJIbYMK BCKPUKHYN M OTHPSHYN B
CTOpOHY, B3MaxHYB pykaMu. Kakoi-To MUr OH GanaHcu-
poBaJl Ha CaMOM Kpalo, HO 3TOT MHUT MOKa3aJICs CTPEJIKY
HeBOOGPa3nMO A0JIrMM, a IIOTOM CHOBA IIAarHyJl Briepel.

— OHa ef1Ba ITOAO MHOI He 00BaJIWIIaCh, — CKa3all OH
THXO U COBeplIeHHO 6e3yyacTHO. — TaM anipKka. Bt ne-
PeCTymnuTe, €CJIi He XOTHUTE IPOXHYTbCA BHM3. CaliMOH
TOBOPMT: CleJIaTh FTMraHTCKMIA 10ar.

CTpesiok 3HaJI 3TY MIPY, TOJIKO Y HUX OHa Ha3hiBaNach
«Maryuika ropopuT». B IeTcTBe OHM YaCcTO B Hee HTPAIH:
oH, KarGepr, IxeitMu 1 AneH. Ho oH He ctan HMYero
TOBOPHTD, a MPOCTO NEPECTYNII 9epe3 ONMacHOe MECTO.

— BosBpaiaitrech Ha3aj, — cKa3a Jxeitk 6e3 ynuio-
KU. — BhI 3a0bUIHM CKa3aTh: «A MOXHO MHe?»

— Tlpoury nponieHns, s He MOXYMAJl.

Hlnana, Ha KOTOpO# OCTYNWICS MAJILYHK, IOYTH
MIOJTHOCTBIO OTJIETeJIa ¥ paCKayuBaach Tenepb Haj Ipo-
NacTblO Ha NMPOPXAaBeJIoi 3aKIeIKe.

Bsepx. ITo-npexHeMy — BBepX. D1a iopora Obiia Kak
KOIIMapHEIit COH: OHA Ka3aJlaCh HAMHOTIO JUTMHHEE, YeM
6bUta Ha caMoM Aene. Jaxe Bo3nyx KaK OyATo crycTwics
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M CTaJI KaK I1aTOKa; Yy CTpeNiKa GbUIO CTPaHHOE OLUYLIEHHE,
CJIOBHO OH He MAET, a 1uibiBeT. CHOBa M CHOBA €ro Inpe-
cnenoBana 6e3yMHast, HaBsA3YMBasi MBICJIb O XXYTKOI my-
CTOTE MEXIY IIPOTHUBLINM MOCTOM M peKoii BHU3y. EMy
MpencTaB/ISUIUCh SIpPKHE XXHUBbIE KAaPTHHBI, KaK 3TO GyneT:
CKpeXeT MEeTaJlIa, YXOIALIEro U3-1ox HOr, TeJIO KIOHUT-
Csl B CTOPOHY, DYKM ILITAIOTCH YXBaTHThCSA 3a Hecylle-
CTBYIOLIME MEPWIa, MOAOLIBEI CO CKPUITIOM CKOJIB3AIT Ha
TIpeNaTeNbCKON IPOpXaBeNOi CTaM, a NMOTOM OH Cpbl-
BaeTCsA BHU3 U JIETHT, NIepeBOpPaYMBasCh Ha Jiety. Ternast
CTpyA 3JIMBAaeT Max — 3TO NMOABEJ] MOYEBOW My3bIPb.
Berep xyielieT B JIMLIO, TPEIUIET BOJIOCHI, OTTATMBAET BEKH,
TaK 9TO AaXe [J1a3a He 3aKpoelb. OH MUMTCSl HABCTpEUy
TeMHO# Boze... 6BICTpee, elle ObicTpee... onepexas CBOMH
COOCTBEHHBIN KpHK...

Mera/ut moa HOraMu 3acKpexerall, HO CTpeJoK pe-
IOMTENBHO LIArHyJ BIEpe, OH He YCKOpWI luara U cra-
paJiCs He AYMaTb O NMPOMacTH BHU3Y, O TOM, CKOJIbKO OHU
yXe NMPOLUIK ¥ CKONBKO €1Le OCTaNoCh NpoitTH. OH cra-
pajicA He XyMaTb O TOM, YTO MAPHMILKOM MpUIETCs Mo-
XepTBOBAaTh U YTO TENEepb HAKOHEL LI€Ha ero YECTH MOYTH
910 onpeneieHa. JIoroBOpeHHOCTb NOYTH AOCTUTHYTA, U
cKopee 65l yX BCe pa3peLioch!

— Tyt He xBaTaet Tpex LOMax, — CIIOKOWHO COOOLUW
ManbyHK. — 51 6yny npeirars. dapait, [xepoHumo! Briepen!

B conHeyHOM cBeTe, MpoOUBaBLUEMCS C TOM CTOPOHHI,
CTpENIOK YBHAEN €ro CHIy3T, Ha MFTHOBEHHE CJIOBHO 3a-
BHCIIHK B BO3MyXe B HEYKIIIOXeH, pacIuiacTaHHOM nose,
C PaCKMHYTHIMH B CTOPOHBI pyKaMH. Kak 6yaTo MaJIbYHK
TOTOBWICH TIOJICTETh, €C/IM OH BAPYT HE CMOXET AOMNpPbIr-
HYTb. OH TNpU3EMIMICA, B BCS KOHCTPYKUMA NMOKaYHY-

Jlack. MeTtasun npoTecTylomie 3acKpexXeTal, M YTo-To yra-
JIO JajieKko-Jajieko BHM3Y: CriepBa pa3fajiC rpoxoT, a
IIOTOM — BCIUIECK.
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— Hy uTo, nepenpbirHyi? — CIpOCH/ CTPEJIOK.

— Ja, — cka3an Manbuuk. — Ho TyT Bce HacKBo3b
nporHuio. Kak MBICIH HEKOTOpLIX Jonei. MeHs elue,
MOXeT GbIThb, BLUIEPXHT, HO BaC — yXe Bpsii 1i. Bo3ppa-
maitrech. Bo3Bpaluaiftech Ha3an ¥ OCTaBbTE MEHA.

Tonoc mManbyuMka OGbUT XONOAHBIM, U BCE X€ B HEM
CABIIIANUCH HCTEPUYHBIE HOTKH. OHU KOJIOTWIHCh, KaK
GelleHbli MY/IbC; TOYHO TaK Xe OWIOCh cepaue NapHHm-
KH, KOTla OH CIpBLITHY/ Ha APE3UHY C IUIaTHOpMBI, H
CTPEJIOK MOAXBATHJI €r0 Ha JIETY.

CTpeiok N1erko nepeuarHyn depe3 rpoioM. ITpocro
cIenan war nowupe, u sce. l'uranTckuit war. Mamywika,
MoxcHo mue ? [la-da, MoxcHo.

Manbuuka 611a JpOXb.

— BosBpatuaitrecs. S He xouy, 4TOObI Bh MEHS YOWIN.

— Panu mo6su Yenoseka Uucyca, He croit, — psaBK-
HyJI cTpenoK. — Mau. 3ta mITyka TOYHO OGBIMTCS, €C/TH
MbI OyzieM CTOATb TYT ¥ MPEemUpaThes.

"Tenepb MaJbuMK LA, MOUIATHIBAsACH, KAK ITbSHBIN,
BLICTaBMB Tiepel c060it ApoXaliHe PYKH ¥ PaCTONBPHB
NaIbUBbI.

OHHM NOJHUMAJIHCH.

JHa, 3mech Bce NMpopxaBeno eue ciuibHee. [1potoMbl
LLIYPHHON B OOHY, ABE, @ TO ¥ TPH LIIAIK MMONAJAIKCh
BCe Yallie, ¥ CTPEeJIOK HavaJl YXe Onacarbes, 9TO B KOHLE
KOHLIOB TaM OyZeT TaKoif 1IKPOKHiA MpOBaJl, YTO UM IPK-
netcs 160 nosepHyTh Ha3all, IMGO UATH IT0 CAMUM PeJlb-
caM, GallaHCHpYA Ha IOJIOBOKPYXMTEJIbHOM BRICOTE Hax
MPONacThIo.

Crpestok cMOTpeN NpsAMO BIIEpEd, HE OTPHIBas IJa3
OT NATHA CBeTa.

Teneps cusiHue 06pesio LBeT — rairy6oit, — U IO Mepe
TOro Kak OHH NMPHOIKAINCh K HCTOYHHKY CBETa, OH
CTAaHOBMWJICA BCe MfArye, U CBECYEHHE HM3-KyNaeMBIX ‘Ha
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KaMH#AX NocTeneHHo 6aenHeno. CKOMbKO eule UM UaTH?
Iarenecar sapaoB? Cto? IToHATL ObLIO CAOXHO.

Onm uum Bniepen. Tenepsb CTpesiok cMoTpen ceGe o
HOIM, IIepecTymnasi CO Lnajibl Ha LIMany, a Koraa CHoBa
MOOHSUT IJ1a3a, CHsIOLLEE MATHO MpPEBPaTUIOCh B AbIPY:
370 GBUI YK€ He NMPOCTO KPYT CBETA, a BbiXxoA. OHU NOLLTH.
Iloutv monumm.

Tpunuare spros, He 6onbiue. JJeBAHOCTO KOPOTKHX
LAroB. 3HAYMT, He BCE MOTEPSTHO. MOXET ObITh, OHM €Lle
IOTOHSAT YeJIOBeKa B YepHOM. MOXeT ObiTb, MOA APKHUM
COJIHEYHBIM CBETOM LIBETHI 3/1a Y HETO B MBICJISIX 3aBAHYT
M BCE CTaHET BO3MOXHbBIM.

YT10-TO 3aC/IOHWIO CO0O0I1 CBET.

Crtpesiok B3ApOrHy/, MOAHS rna3a K CBETY — Tak
Cneno¥ KpoT BHIT/IAABIBAET U3 HOPbl — W YBUIEJ TEMHBIii
CHWJIy3T, NEpeKPHIBAIOLIMI CBET, MOIJIOILAOLLHUA CBET:
OCTATCh TONBKO APa3HALUME rojyObie MOJAOCKH MO KOH-
Typy IUIeY M B pa3pe3e MEXIy HoraMu.

'— Ilpuser, pe6ara!

Tonoc 4enoBexa B Y4epHOM MTPOKATHIICS FPOXOUYLLMM
3XOM IO 3TOH TyJIKOi KaMEHHOI rioTke, nMpuaaBLuei
3ByyaBlIEMY B HEM CapKa3My AONOJIHUTEJNbHYIO CHIY.
Crpesnok cieno nomapwi pykoi B KapMaHe B NMOUCKaXx
qemocTH-KOocTH. Ho ee He 6pu10. I'ie-To OHa noTepsiach.
CruHyna, McueprnaB BCIO CBOIO CHITY.

YesoBeK B YEPHOM CMESUICA, M 3TOT CMeX oOpyllM-
BQJICA HA HUX CBEpXy, OMJICA, TOYHO MpUOOi O KaMHH,
3anoJHAA co00it memepy. ManbyuK BCKPHKHYN ¥ BIPYT
TOLIATHYJICS, B3MaXHYB PYKamH.

Meraut o HUMM APOXAJ M rHyNCS. MeieHHO, KaK
BO CHE, PeJIbCHI IepeBepHYUCh. Mansauk copsaics. Pyka
B3METHYJIaCh B BO3IyXe, TOYHO Yaika BO TbM€, — BHILIE,
elle BHIIE. A IMOTOM OH ITOBHC Hajl NpPOMNacThbio, X B €ro
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TEMHBIX I1a3axX, YTO OYKBaIbHO BITWJIMCH B CTPENKA, ObUI0
3HaHue — cienoe, nociaenHee, 6e3bICXONHOE.

— lNomoruTe MHe.

W packatucroe, rpemsiiee:

— Bce, urytku B ctopoHy. ITourpanu u xsatut. Hy
uau xe, crpenok. MHaue Teb6e HUKOrna MeHs He moiMaTh!

Bce ¢uiuku yxe Ha crosie. Bece KapThl OTKpHITHL. Bee,
KpoMme ofHoii. MaNbuMK BHUCEN Hal MPOMAacTblo, KaK
oxupuas kKapra Tapo: [ToBeuleHHbIH, GUHHUKHIACKHHA
MOpSK, HeBHHHas XepTBa, NOTepsiHHAs AylIa B MPaYHbIX
Boaax ajckoro Mopsi. OH elle JEPXUTCA Ha BOJIHAX, HO
YK€ CKOpPO MOMAET KO IHY.

ITodoxcou, nodoxcou.

— Tak uT0, MHe yiHTU?

Kakoit y Hero rpomkuit ronoc. Memaer cocpenoTo-
YUTBCA.

ITocmapaiica nuuezo ne ucnopmums. Bozomu Heckradwyio
necwio u coenail ee ayyue...

— INomorute MHe. Ilomorure MHe, PonaHu.

MocTt nponoskan KpeHUTbCsI. OH CKpexeTal U pas-
BaIMBAJICS Ha [J1a3aX, CpbiBasi KPEIUICHUS, ITOANABasACh...

— Crano 6bITh, 2 nowen. C4acTIMBO OCTaBaTHCH.

— Hem! ITozodu!

U crpenok npeirHyn. Horu camu nepeHeciu ero oie-
NeHeBllee, Mapalu3OBaHHOE BHYTPEHHHM CMSATCHHEM
TeJIO Haji MApHUINKOH, MOBUCLIMM Hal MPOMNacTbio —
HACTOALUMI MraHTCKUH war B 6e30IIAAHOM PHIBKE K
CBETY, 4TO 06elal yKas3aTh ImyTh K baniHe, HaBeKH 3are-
YaTJICHHOM B €ro Ayme 3acTbiBLIMM YEPHAIM CHIY3TOM...

K BHe3anHo# THIIHHE.

CwysT, 3aKphIBalOIIMiA cBeT, Hcyes. CepALe CTpeka
Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMepJIo B IPyAH, KOraa MocT obBamancs
H, COpBaBLIKChH C OTIOP, ITOJIETEN B MpONacTh, KPyXach B
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TIoC/ieqHeM MeIEHHOM TaHLe. CTpeJIoK yXBaTWICS PyKOM
3a 3QIMTHIA CBETOM Kpaii KAMEHHOTO NPOKJIATUSA. A'Y HETO
3a CNIMHOM, B YCTpAILAOLICH THLIMHE, NaJeKO-HAIeKO
BHU3Y MaJIbYHK SIBCTBEHHO NPOM3HEC:

— Torna noure. EcTb ¥ Apyrue MUpbI, KPOME 3TOTO.

Tlocnemuue KperuieHMss copBaiucb. Mocta Gonblie
He 6buU10. i, pUHYBIIKMCH BBEPX, K CBETY, BETPY U peaib-
HOCTH HOBOI'O Ka, CTPeJIOK OIJISIHYJICSI Ha3all, BbIBEPHYB
111€l0, ¥ B MIPOH3UTEILHOM NPUCTYTE HeU3ObIBHOM 6o
Ha MHI NOXases o0 TOM, YTo OH He aByaukuit Anyc. Ho
TaM, 3a CIIMHOIM, YXe He ObUI0 HNYEro, TOJIbKO FHeTyuas
THIUMHA. Manp9uK, nagas, He U3Aal HU 3BYKa.

A noroM Ponaun BeiGpaiicst HapyXy, Ha KaMEHHUCTDIH
OTKOC, Y ITOTHOXHSA KOTOPOTrO PaCKUHYJIAaCh 3eJieHas paB-
HMHa, TIe MOCpeau IyCThIX TpaB CTOSUT YeJIOBEK B Yep-
HOM — CTOSUT, IIUPOKO PacCTaBHUB HOTH U CKPECTUB PYKH
Ha IpynH.

CrpeoK C TpyAOM Iepxajcs Ha Horax. OH 1uaTacs
Kak nmeaHeii. U 66u1 GnenHBIM Kak npuspaxk. ['na3a cne-
3WIKCh Ha cBeTy. PybGaxy cruromib mokpeiBana Genast
ITBULb — CJIEJE OT MOC/IEAHEr0, OTYATHHOIO PbIBKa HaBEpPX.
OH BApYT OCO3HAJ, YTO 3TO TOJNILKO HAyaJlo — YTO Brie-
pelM ero XaeT JanbHeimas nerpajauMs xyxa, o cpas-
HEHHIO C KOTOPOH! €ro CeroaHsAHM/IA MOMIBII MOCTYITOK
MTOK2XEeTCA MaJIO3HAuYMTEJNbHON MeNIoYblo, U BCe X€ OH
Oyzer 6eXaTh OT HEro BCIO XHM3Hb — 110 KOPHUAOPaM H IO
ropozxam, 43 mocrexu B nocrenb. OH Gyzer 6exatb OT
JMLUA MaabuyraHa. byner nuITaTbCsi MOXOPOHUTh CaMy
TaMATh O HEM B HEYeMHOM pa3BpaTe M B 4eJIOBEKOyOuii-
CTBE, JINIIIb JUIA TOTO, YTOOB!, BOPBaBLUKCH B ITOCJICAHIOO
KOMHATy, HAiTH TaM 3TOro MajabYMKa, KOTOpHIA OyameT
CMOTpPETh Ha HEro Haj IwiaMeHeM cBeud. OH cTal Mab-
gyuxoM. Mambauk cran mM. OH caM, CBOMMH DYKAMH,
npeBpaTiI ce6s B 060poTHA. Y OTHHIHE U BIpeab, B Ca-
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MBbIX COKPOBEHHBIX [JIyDHHaX CHOB, OH 6yleT onATh W
OIATb NPEBPALLATLCA B MAPHULIKY ¥ TOBOPUTD Ha A3BIKE
CTPaHHOIO ropoaa, H3.-KOTOPOro NMpUWe] MATBYHUK.

9710 cMepTh. [a? 310 cMepTh?

[MowaTeiBasich Ha XOLY, OH OYEHb MEIUIEHHO CITYCTHI-
Csl 0 KAMEHHCTOMY CKJIOHY TyZIa, Iie XA €r0 YeJIoBeK
B YepHOM. 371eCh, MO CONHLEM 30paBOro MUpPA, PETLCH
MCTJIENH, pacChINaBLIMCh B MPax, Kak GyATO UX K He ObUIO0
BOBCE.

YenoBek B YepHOM, CMESICh, OTKUHYJI KaITIOMIOH.

— Bor, 3HauuT, Kak! — KpUKHYI OoH. — He xoHely
BCEro, a Bcero JUIOb KoHell Havaia?! Twl aenaews ycne-
xu, crpenok! U 6onswue ycnexu! S To60# Bocxumaiosn!

CTpenoK BbIXBaTW PEBOJIbBEPHI M BHITTYCTHJI BCE Ma-
TPOHbI. JlBeHanLaTh BLICTPENIOB NMoApsA. Benbunku ot
BLICTPEJIOB 3aTMWIM CaMO COJIHLE, IPOXOT Maibbh OT-
CKOYWI OIJYIIMTENbHBIM 3XOM OT KAMEHMCTBIX OTKOCOB
Y HMX 32 CITUHOIA.

— Hy-Hy, — paccmesuics yesioBek B yepHoM. — Hy-Hy.
Mei ¢ T06oit BMecTe — Benukas Marus. Tl u 1. U xoraa
Thl CTpeJIsfielllb B MEHA, Thl CTpeisielllb B ce0sl, BOT II04Ye-
MY Thl MEHS HUKOIAA He yOpellb.

OH nonATwic, ¢ yAbiOKO#! Misiaa Ha CTpeKa:

— Ioinem. IToitnem. IModinmeM. MaTynixa, MOXHO
MHe? [la-aa, MOXHO.

CTpenoK, CNoTHIKAsACh Ha KaXAOM LIary, ABHHYJICS
cnenomM 3a HUM. Tyaa, rie OHH HaKOHeL| CMOIYT ITOroBO-
PHUTb.



asa 5
Ctpenok u yenoBek B 4epHOM

HeMY MeCTY cBepllieHUs Ka3Hel. CTpesoK y3Hal ero

cpa3sy: Jo06HOe MecTo, ronroga — CKOMMIIE HCTie-
Balonmmx Kocteil. Ha HMX OTOBClOdy TapallWIHCh BbiGe-
JNeHHHIe Yepena: GyifBoOB, KOMOTOB, ONeHel, 3ailEB U
YIIACTHKOB-IyTAHHKOB. BoT anneGacTpoBhlit KCWIIOPOH —
CKeJieTHK KypoukH ¢razaHa, yOUTOH BO BpeMst KOPMEXKH;
BOT TOHKHME KOCTH KpoOTa, YOMTOro, MOXeT GbITb, pagu
3a6aBHl MUKOM COGaKOM.

Fonroga. Yanreo6pa3Hast BmaauHa B NOJIOrOM OTKO-
ce ropsl. Hyoke no CKIOHY CTpeNOK pasriisesn JepeBbs:
KapJIMKOBBIE eJIN M 10KKY — aepeBo Uucyca. He6o Han
TOJIOBOM — HEXHOro rony6oro 1sera. Takoro He6a cTpe-
JIOK He BUMEJ yXe LeJBif ron. B Bo3ayxe Besyio YEM-TO
HEOITMCYeMbIM, HO T'OBOPSIIIMM O 6JIU30CTH MOPSI.

.Bom 3 u na 3anade, Kambepm, — ynuBIeHHO MOXyMaJ
crpenok. Ecim 310 eme He CpequHHbIi MUD, TO BCE paB-
HO yXe 61m3Ko.

Yenoek B YEPHOM NpHCe Ha GPeBHO KAKOTO-TO APEB-
Hero aepeBa. Ero canoru no6esesy oT MUK U KOCTAHOMN

q €JIOBEK B 9EPHOM IPUBEI €ro [T pa3roBopa K ApeB-
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MYKH, yCbINaBiliei 370 yrpioMoe Mecto. OH CHOBa Halen

KallIOILIOH, HO Ternepb CTPeNIKY ObUIM BHIHBI €10 IyOHl U

KBaIpaTHbI MoA60PONOK — B TEHH OT KaMOLWIOHA.
3aTeHeHHbIe Iry6bl HCKPMBIINCH B YCMEIIKeE.

— Cob6epu npos, crpeniok. 1o 3Ty CTOpoHy rop Kim-
MaT MArKUil, HO Ha TaKoOit BHICOTE XOJIOL MOXET emie
TKHYTb HOXOM B ny30. TemM Gonee 9T0 MEI ceifdac BO
BIANCHUAX CMEPTH, a?

— 51 y6bi0 TeOsI, — CKa3aJ CTPENOK.

— Her, He yObemb. He cmoxemsb. Ho 3aTo MoXemb
cobpaTb IpoBa, Habbl MOYTUTh NaMATH cBoero Mcaaka.

CTpesiok He MOHSI HaMeKa, Ho 6e3 eMMHOro CJIoBa
nolues cobupaTh ApOBa, TOYHO KaKOH-HHOYIb NOBaPEHOK
Ha no6Gerywkax. HaGpan oH Herycro. Bec-TpaBa Ha 3Toli
CTOPOHE He pociia, a ApeBHee NepeBO CTaO TBEPIBIM KaK
KaMeHb M yXe He Oynet ropeTh. HakoHel oH BEpHYJICS C
0XanKo#i TOHeHbKHX OpeBHbILIIEK — WIH, BEpHee, TOJICTHIX
najoyek, — Bechb B 6eJ1oii NMbUM OT PacCHINAalONIMXCSA KO-
cTeit, CNOBHO €ro XOpoLIO BhIBAISUIM B MyKe. CoHIIe yXe
OITYCTWJIOCh 332 BEPXYLUKHM CaMBhiX BBICOKMX HEPEBBEB H
HaJIWJIOCh abiM cBeyeHHeM. CosTHIIe IISAeNo Ha HUX C
nary6HbIM paBHOIYHIMEM.

— 3aMeyaTeqbHO, — BHIMOJIBII 9€JIOBEK B YEPHOM. —
Kakoit xe Thl MCKMOYUTEIbHBIA YesioBek! Penxmit, s Ou
Inaxe cka3ain, yenoBek! Takoi ob6crosrenpHE! Taxoi
Haxomuuswtit! SI nmepen ToGoit mpexioHsAock. — OH XO-
XOTHYJI, ¥ CTPEJIOK IIBLIPHYJI €MY NOJ HOI'H OXAIIKy JPOB.
OHHM ¢ rpOXOTOM YAAPHIMCh O 3eMJIIO, MOMHAB 0GJIaKO
KOCTSIHOM ITBUIH.

YenoBeK B YepPHOM Jaxe He B3AporHyi. C coBepileH-
HO HEBO3MYTHMBIM BHIOM OH NMPUHAJNCS COOPYXaTh KO-
crep. CTpesiok CMOTpeJT KaK 3a4apoBaHHBIA Ha TO, KaK
ZIpOBa WIS KOCTPa CK/IANKIBAIOTCS B OYEPeNHYIO (Ha STOT
pa3 COBCEM CBEXYIO) HaeorpaMMy. B KOHLIE KOHLIOB KO-
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CTep CTa MOXOX Ha MPUYYMIMBYIO IBOHHYIO IbIMOBYIO
TpyOy .BBICOTO# ¢yTa ABa. YenoBeK B YepHOM MOXHAI
PYKY K He6y, BCTPAXHY/ €10, OTKMHYB LIMPOKHIt PyKaB C
TOHKO# KpacuBOI KUCTH, ITOTOM pPLIBKOM OMYCTHIJI ee,
BBICTABMB MM3MHEI M YKa3aTe/IbHbIN Nanew «poXKaMu»
BIpeBHEM 3HaKe, obeperaiollieM oT AypHoro ria3a. Ceepk-
HyJla BCTIBILIKA CHHEro wiaMeHn. Koctep 3aropencs.

— CnnuKku y MEHS €CTb, — BECEJIO MPOroBOpw Ye-
JIOBEK B YEPHOM, — HO S MOAyMasl, Tebe MOHpaBUTCS
YTO-HMOYIb KOJNOBCKOE, Marnyeckoe. Xorejaoch Tebs
1o3a6aBUTh, CTPEIOK. A Tenepb Mbl C TOOOI MPUTOTOBUM
cebe oben.

CKnaky ero riama BCKOJIBIXHYJIMCb, U Ha 3eMJlIO0
ynaja TylIKa XMPHOIO KpOJIMKA, YXe OCBEXEBaHHasi W
BBIOTPOILLIEHHAsA.

Crpesiok MOJYa Hacalwi TYLUKY Ha BEpTes U MNpH-
CTPOWI €ro HaJl orHeM. B Bo3myxe pasHeccs anneTUTHbIA
3anax. CoJiHile ceno. JIIoBbIe TEHU XXaaHO NPOTAHYJIUCh
K BNIaAyHE Ha CKJIOHE I'ophl, Iie YeJIOBEK B YePHOM PELLIT
HaKOHell BCTPETUTLCSA CO CTPEJIKOM. B XuBoTe y cTpenka
YPYaJIO OT IoJIoZa, HO KOIIa KPOJIMK IMPOXAapHJICs, OH 6e3
CJIOB MPOTSAHYJI BEpTeJl YeJIOBEKY B YEPHOM, a CaM 3aIy-
CTWI PYKY B CBOM U3PAAHO MOXYAEBIIHI PIOK3aK U JOCTaN
NnoCNeIHU#H KYCOK COJIOHUHEL. Msico 6bUIO COJIEHBIM, KaK
CJIe3bl, ¥ pa3beaio poT.

— A TaKkue IIMpOKHE XECThI, 3TO COBCEM HH K YEMY. —
BBUI0 BUIHO, YTO YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM OT AyLUH 3a6aBnsui-
Cs, HO TIDH 3TOM OH YXMTPSUICS Ka3aThCS PaCCEPXEHHBIM.

— U Bce-TakH, — YCMEXHYJICS CTPEJIOK, ¥ YCMeEIlKa
€ro BHIIIUIA TOpbKOM, HaBEpHOE, N3-3a COJTH, MonaBlueH
Ha KpolLLIe9HRI€ A3BOYKH BO PTY — MOCJICACTBUSA IUIUTENb-
HOIo aBUTaMHMHO3a.

— Thl 9T0, GOMILIBCA HAKONIOBAHHOIO Msca?

— Jla. boiock.
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YenoBek B YepHOM OTKHHYJI C JIMLA KaMIOUWIOH.

Crpenok Monya cMoTpen Ha Hero. Ha camom nene ero
JIMLIO — Tenepb He CKPLITOE KanioMOHOM — BBI3BAJIO Y
CTpe/iKa TONbKO TPEBOXHOE pa3oyapoBaHue. 1o G6bUIO
KpacHBoOe JIULIO C NMPaBMWJIBHEIMU YepTaMH, 6€30 BCIKHUX
OTMETHH WJIH XapaKTE€PHbIX MOPIIUH, KOTOPBIE BBEIAAIOT
4yenoBeKa, MO3HABLUEro TSLKeNeilue BpeMeHa 1 oCBs-
LIEHHOTO B BeJIHKHE TaitHbl. JIMHHBIE YepHbIe BOJIOCHI
CBHCAIH HEPOBHBLIMH CITYTAHHBIMM MPAAAMH. Y Hero Oput
BbICOKHIi 106, TEMHbIE CBEPKaIOILME [1a3a, COBEPILEHHO
HenpuMeyaTeNbHblif HOC, NMOJNHbIE, YYBCTBEHHHIE IyOH,
a KOXa — OnegHast, Kak M y CaMOro CTpeJika.

— 51 myman, TeI cTapiue, — cKa3al HaKOHeL| CTPENOK.

— A nouemy? S nouTH ¥T0 GeCCMEPTHEIM, KaK, KCTa-
TH, ¥ Thl, Ponana, — no kpaitHeit Mepe ceituac. SI Mor Gl,
KOHEYHO, IBHTB TeGe TO JIULI0, KOTOPOE Thl OXHAaN YBH-
IeTb, HO S pELUWI NOKa3aTh Te0e TO, C KOTOPHIM ... IM...
ponwics. CMOTPH, CTpeNoK, Kakoii 3aKkar!

CoJHuUe yXe CKpbUIOCh 3a FOPU30HTOM, H He6O Ha
3amnaze 03apWioCh BOCMANIEHHBIM 3NOBELLMM CBETOM.

— Cwmortpu, ctpenok. Cnexyiommi BOCXORX TH yBH-
IMIIb He CKOPO, — CKAa3all YENoBeK B YEPHAM.

Crpeniok BCIOMHWI YEPHYIO NMPOINAacTh MOA FOpPHOM
TIPSO U MOXHSUI IV1a3a K HeOy, yChiNaHHOMY OeCYHCIIeH-
HBIMH CO3BE3AUSIMM.

— 310 yXe He MMeeT 3HaYeHMsA, — CKa3ajl OH THU-
x0. — Ceilyac.

YesoBeK B YEPHOM IUTAaBHO M GRICTPO Il€peTacoBa
Konony. Kapr 6su10 MHOTO. X 06paTHYI0 CTOPOHY YKpa-
[IAIA KaKHe-TO 3aMHICIIOBAaTHE 3aBHTKH.
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— 9710 KapThl Tapo, — NOACHW YEJIOBEK B YePHOM. —
TombkKo K 06BIYHOM Konoae si A06aBuA elle U KapThl
co0GCTBEHHOrO H300peTeHMs. A Tenepb, CTPEIOK, CMOTPH
BHMMATeJbHO.

— 3auem?

— 51 6yny npezcka3biBath Te6e 6yayuiee. HyxHo oT-
KpPHITb CeMb KapT, OOHY 3a IpPYyroif, ¥ MOCMOTPeTb, KaK
OHM JIATYT MO OTHOWIEHHIO APYT K ApYry. B mocnenHumii
pa3 g 3aHMMaJCA TaKMM rajaHueM, koraa I'mnean ewe

CTOSUT M aMbl UIPaJiM B Iapbl HA 3anaqHOi TJIOILAZKE.
U ecTb y MEHS CMYTHOE NOO3PEHME, UTO TAKOTO pacKia-
Ia, KaK y Te6s1, B Moeit mpakTHKe eule He 6buto. — Ha-
CMeLUIMBass HOTKa BHOBb NMpOKpajach B €ro rojaoc. —
Thl — mociienHuit Ha cBeTe aBaHTIOpHUCT. [TocneaHui
KpecroHocell. U Te6e 310 HpaButcs, Aa, Ponana? TeGe
370 ILCTUT? OMHAKO ThI AaXe He MpeACTaBisellb, KaK Thl
ceityac 6;mu3ko K bamHe. Teneps, Koraa Tbl BO306HOBKA
CBO# MoucK. Muphl BpalaloTcst y Te0st Hal rojioBoit.

— Yto 3HayuT BO306HOBMNA? S ero He npexkpauiain.

Yenosek B Y4€PHOM PaCXOXOTAICH, HO He CKa3all, YTo
€ro TaK 1no3abasmio.

— Toraa oTkpoit MHe MOIO Cynb0y, — XPHIUIO NMpo-
FOBOPMJI CTPEJIOK.

M Bot nepeBepHyTa nepsas Kapra.

— IloBemieHHBI, — OGBABUI YEJSOBEK B YEPHOM.
TeMa CKpbIBaJia €ro JIMLIO, KaK MPEXAe ero CKpbIBaJ Ka-
miomoH. — Ho cama no ceGe, 6e3 Apyrux KapT, OHa 03Ha-
YaeT He CMepTh, a cuty. [loBelueHHbIit — 3TO THI, CTPENOK.
Tort, xT0 Be4HO OpeneT K cBoeil uenn Han 6e310HHbIMU
nponactsiMu Haapa. Ml olHOro cImyTHMKa Thl yXe cOpocin
B NIPOMNAcTh, BEPHO?

CTtpesyiok npoMosyal, ¥ 4e0BeK B YepHOM [epesep-
HYJI BTOPYIO KapTy.

— Mopsk. O6patd BHUMaHME: YUCTHIH J106, 1IEKH,
He 3HaBIIMe OpuTBHL. B rasax — Gonb U o6una. OH TO-
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HEeT, CTPEJIOK, U HUKTO He 6POCHT eMy BepeBKY. MajlbuHK
Ixeiik.

CTpenok noMopuUIWICs, HO HHYEro He CKa3all.

[NepeBepHyTa TpeThsi KapTa. OMep3uTeIbHEI 6a0yHH,
CKaJisl 3yObl, CHIIHT Ha [U1e4e Y MOJIOAOTO MYXXYHMHBI. JIMLIO
IOHOLUM, 3aCThIBILIEe B CTHJIM30BaHHOI rpuMace yxaca,
3anpoKUHYTO BBepX. [1pHCMOTPEBILINCH, CTPEJIOK YBHIEI,
4YTO 6aOYHH NEPXHT IUIETKY.

— VY3H1IK, — CKa3aJl YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM.

TnaMs KOCTpa TPEBOXHO B3METHYJIOCH, OTGPOCHB TEHD
Ha MO YeN0BeKa Ha KapTe, M CTPEJIKY MOKa3aaoch, 4TO
HapH1COBaHHOE JULIO NepPeAEPHYIOCH H ellie GoMblle CKPH-
BWJIOCb OT Oe3MOoIBHOrO YXaca. CTpesioK OTBeN B3I,

— lNpaena, yTo-TO B HEM ecTh yrHeralolee? — Ka-
3aN0Chb, Y€JIOBEK B YEPHOM €1Ba CAEPXHBAET CMELLOK.

OH nepeBepHy/ 4eTBEPTYI0 KapTry. JKeHIMHa — ee
roJIOBY NMOKPbIBAET Wajlb — CHAWT Y MPsUIKK. B masury-
1LeM CBETEe KOCTPa CTpeJIKy N0Ka3ajloCh, YTO OHA XUTPO-
BaTo yabibaeTca ¥ rulayeT ONHOBPEMEHHO.

— Tlocrioxa TeHeii, — cKa3aJl YeJOBEK B YEPHOM. —
TeGe He kaxeTcs, YTO y Hee ABa JiMla, cTpesiok? Tak u
ecTb. J1Ba 1Mua, 3170 Kak MUHMMYM. OHa pa30uiia CHHIOIO
Tapesnky!

— U yt0 370 3HAUKHT?

— He 3Hato.

U cTpenok nouyeMy-To nosepui, 4T0 — XOTA Obl Ha
3TOT pa3 — YE€/I0BEK B YEPHOM CKa3aJi eMy MpaBay.

— 3ayeM ThI MHe BCe 3TO [TOKa3bIBaelib?

— He cnpammuBail! — pe3ko o6opBan ero 4enoBeK B
YepHOM, U Bce Xe OH ynnbancs. — He cipaumsaii. ITpo-
cto cMoTpH. Cunrail, YT0 3TO BCEro JIMLIBL GECCMBIC/IEH-
HBI# puTyan, eciid Tebe TaK Jierde, M yCrokoics. 1o Kak
B LIEPKBH: BCErO JIUILUb 0Ops..

OH XMXHKHY/ Y NepeBEPHYJI NATYIO KapTy.
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YXMBUISIONIAACS XHHULIA CXUMAET KOCY KOCTAHbIMU
NaJbLIaMH.

— CMepTb, — CKa3zai yelioBeK B yepHoM. — Ho He
TBOSL.

Ilecras Kapra.

CTpenok nocMoTpen Ha Hee M NTOUYBCTBOBaJ1, Kak ero
TIpoGHpaeT CTpaHHBIN, TPEBOXALIMIA XONOAOK NpEaBKY-
meHus. YXac CMEWaIcs C panocTblo, H He ObUTO CJIOB,
4yTOGH Ha3BaTh 3TO YyBCTBO. EMy Ka3ajioch, 4TO €ro BOT-
BOT CTOILIHMT, Y B TO X€ BPEMSI XOTEJIOCh ITyCTHThLCA B IUISIC.

— BaiuHA, — THXO BBIMOJIBUJI 4€JIOBEK B YEPHOM. —
Bort oHa, bamns.

Kapra cTpenka nexaia B LIEHTpe packiiana, a Kaxuaas
M3 TOCJIEAYIOILKMX YeThIpeX — IO YI/IaM OT Hee, Kak Iuia-
HETHI-CITyTHUKH, BpalLalOLIHeCsl BOKPYI ONHOM 3BE3abl.

— A Kyna 3Ty? — CIIpOCWI CTpEeJIOK.

YesioBeK B YepHOM NMOJNOXWI BalIHIo moBepx KapThbl
¢ IToBemieHHBIM, 3aKPBIB €€ MOJTHOCTDIO.

— ¥ 410 3T0 3HAYUT? — CIIPOCHJI CTPEJIOK.

YenoBeK B YePHOM MOJIYAI.

— Y710 310 3HA9IUT? — HETEPIETHBO ITIOBTOPHI CTPEJIOK.

YenoBek B Y4EPHOM MOJTIaI.

— Bynp TH npoxAT!

Moiryaxue.

— Y106 Te6e mposanuThes. JlamHo, HY a cexbmasi
Kapra?

YenoBek B 9€pHOM TepeBepHYN ceabMylo. ConHue
CTOMT BHICOKO B YMCTOM rosy6oM He6e. KynuaoHu H
anbdui pe3psiTcs B cusnomen cuHese. [lon conmHueM —
6e36pexHoe KpacHOe Nnoje, 03apeHHoe CBeToM. Po3bl WK
KpoBb? CTpeNoK TaK ¥ He MOHs1. MoxeT GBIThb, ¥ TO U
Jpyroe, MoxyMan OH.

— CenpMas — JXX13Hb, — THXO BEIMOJIBII YEJIOBEK B
yepHOM. — Ho He TBOS.
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— U rne ee MecTo B packnane?

— Ceityac Tebe 3TOro 3HaTh He JaHO, — CKa3an ye-
JioBeK B yepHoM. — Kak, BripoueM, ¥ MHe. S He TOT Be-
JIMKUI ¥ MOry4yuii, Koro Thl Huleub. S Bcero JIMIUL ero
amuccap. — OH HeGpeXXHO CMaxHy/ KapTy B IOropaloLIuit
Koctep. OHa o6yrnunacb, CBepHyJacb B TPYOOUKY H,
BCMNbIXHYB, pacchlinasach nerwioM. Crpeka OXBaTHI He-
M36biBHBIN yXac. Cepaue B rpyay o6paTHIIOCH B Jied.

— Tenepb crnii, — BCe TaK Xe HEOPEXXHO NMPOroOBOPWII
4YENOBEK B YePHOM. — «YCHYTb! I BMIOETh CHH...» H BCE
B TOM Xe OyXe.

— 51 Te6s 3amyLry, — npUrpo3un crpeiok. — Yero He
CMOIIM CHENaTh MyJIH, MOXET ObITb, CMOTYT pyKH. — Ero
HOTM KaK OyATO CaMM OTTOJKHYJIMCb OT 3€MJIH, H OH
SAPOCTHO nepeMaxHysl 4yepe3 KocTep, NPOTAHYB PYKHM K
4esnoBeKy B YepHOM. TOT JHLLb yALIGHYJICA U KakK GyaTo
BAPYT YBENWYUIICS B pa3Mepax, a MOTOM CTajl OTCTYNATh,
yAQIAACH MO IIMHHOMY ryJIKOMY Kopuaopy. Mup Hanou-
HWICA A3BUTEbHLIM CMEXOM, a CTPEJIOK Nanai Kyaa-To
BHHM3, YMHpaJI, 3acbinal...

U 661 eMy COH.

IMycras BcenenHas. Hukakoro nwxeHHsa. Boobme
HHYero.

U B mycrore, OlIEJOMIEHHBIH, MTapHI CTPENOK.

— Jla 6yner cBeT, — npo3Bydal paBHOXYLIHBIH IOJIOC
YeJIOBEKa B YEPHOM, M CTaJI CBET. M CTpesioK oTCTpaHeH-
HO IMOAYMaJl, YTO CBET XOPOLLL.

— Tenepp — TbMa, M 3Be3nH BO TbMe, H IIOA HeE-
6oM Boza. :

U crano Tak. OH napwi Hax 6eckpaitaim MopeM. H
IOJIOBOIO MEpLAIH HEMCYMCIMMbIE 3BE3NBI, HO TaM He
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GBIIO HM OTHOTO M3 CO3BE3MIA, YTO YKA3bIBAIU CTPENKY
IYThb IO €ro JOJITOM XU3HH.

— la ABUTCA Cyllla, — IOBeEJIE] YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM.
U craino Tak. CoTpsicaeMasi MOLIHBIMH CyOpOraMH, Nof-
HAnach OHa M3 Bol: 6ypast ¥ GecrulonHasi, MOKphITasi Tpe-
LIIMHAMU, HECITIOCOOHas POIMTDb XHUBoe. BynkaHbl n3Bep-
raJT¥ IOTOKM HECKOHYaeMOi MarMmel, BBICTYTIast Ha NOBEpX-
HOCTH 3€MJIM, TOYHO THOMHBIE MpBILLK Ha 6e300pa3HOM
JIMILIe KAKOro-HUOYIh CO3PEBAIOLLETO NMOAPOCTKA.

— OTMYHO, — MPOTOBOPHJI YEIOBEK B YEPHOM. —
Herutoxoe Havao. la 6ynyT pacteHus pasHbie. JlepeBbs.
Tpasa u Jryra.

M crano TaK. ITo 3eMiie pa3Gpench AMHO3ABPbI, XPUII-
JIO pblYa M Orjialasi ee FPOMKHM PEBOM; OHH MOXMUpaIH
JpYT APYTA ¥ YBA3AJIM B ITy3HIPAIIMXCS THWIOCTHBIX TOMSX.
ITepBOGHTHBIV TPOMMMYECKUI JIEC pacrpocTepCs MOBCIO-
nIy. I'MraHTcKue NanopoTHUKU TAHYIU K HEOY aXypHbie
JIUCTBSA, TI0 KOTOPHIM ITOJI3IM XYKH O HBYX rONOBax.
Crpenok Bce 310 Buei. M Bce Xe OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
3TO eme AaeKO He Npeae.

— Teneppb — 4eI0BeK, — THXO BHIMOJIBUJI Y€JIOBEK B
YEpHOM, HO CTPeJIOK YXe Majal... nanaj B 6e3NOHHBIE
He6eca. ['opu3oHT GecripeaebHOM U Ty4HOM 3eMIM Haval
BApYT H3rn6arbca. [fa, Bce yTBEpXAamH, YTO OH H30THYT,
a BaHHH, ero yyuTenb, FrOBOPHI, YTO 3TO GBLIO NOKA3aHO
elle A0 TOoro, Kak MUp cABUHY/CA ¢ MecTa. Ho 4To6H
YBUMIETh TAKOE CBOMMH IJIa3aMH...

Bce ganblue 4 ganblile, Buillie ¥ Belllle. KOHTHHEHTH,
3aTAHYTHE NIEPUCTHIMM 00/1aKaMH, 0GpeTaii CBOM 3aBep-
MEHHBIE 0YEPTAaHHUA Mepel ero M3yMIEHHBIM B3OPOM.

AtMocdepa, TOYHO IUTaLEeHTa, XPaHWIa pOXIAIOLLyloCs
iadety. Y conHue, Bocxonsiuee Hal 3eMieif...

OH 3aKpHYall ¥ 3aKphUTI 171233 PYKOHA.

— Jla Gymer ceer!
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l'onoc, npu3BaBIIMiA CBET, yXe He OBUI FOJIOCOM 4e-
JIoBeKa B 9epHOM. OH pa3Heccst Hall MAPOM HCTIOJIMHCKHUM
9XOM, HaAMOJIHWI c060#t BCce MPOCTPAHCTBO 3TOTO MMPA,
BC€ NMPOCTPAHCTBO MEXIY MHPaMH.

— Cset!

OH napai, nagain.

CoJiHLIE CTPEMHTENIFHO YAASUIOCh, NIPEeBpamiasich B
Mepuatouryio ToyKy. KpacHas ruiaHera, McnempeHHas
KaHa/iaMH, NIPOIUTBUIA Y HETo nepex rMa3amMu. Bokpyr Hee,
B GelIeHOM KpYXEHHWH, BpallaINCh ABA CITyTHHKA. ans-
e ObUT BUXPEBOH MOSIC KaMHEH ¥ TMraHTCKas IUIaHeTa,
OKYTaHHasl KiTy0aMH ra3a, CJIMIIKOM GoJiblliast IS TOrO,
YTOOBI COXPAaHUTDb CBOIO LIEJIOCTHOCTD, H MOTOMY CILTIO-
LWIEHHAas Y MOMIOCOB. A elle Aalblile — CBEPKAIOLIHI MHUP,
OKPYXXEHHBII KOJIbLIOM JIEATHBIX OCKOJIKOB.

— Ceem! [la 6ydem...

Ewe mupbl. U eme. OmuH, apyroi, tperunit. U nane-
KO 3a npeneiamMu 3THX MUPOB — TOCIEIHUI OMMHOKHUIA
1Iap U3 KaMHA M JIbJa, BPAlLAIOLUIACS B MEPTBOA TbMeE
BOKpYT CBOEIO COJIHLIA, KOTOpoe GJiecTeNno He Apde, 9eM
CTeplIasicsi MOHEeTKa.

A eure nanbiie — Mpak.

— Her, — cKa3an CTpeyioK, M €ro rojioc YroHyJa B
TEMHOTe, B TOH, 9TO YepHee KpoMemHOH TbMEI. ITo cpaB-
HEHHUIO C Heif camas YyepHasi HOYb 4eJIOBEYCCKOM AyImu
Ka3aJ1aCb CHAIONIMM IOJJHEM, MpaK ITOA FOPHOM IpA-
JIOM — NMATHBHIIIKOM IPSA3M Ha JIMKe CBeTa. — bonblue He
Hago. He Hamo, noxanyiicra...

— CBET!

— Xsarut. He Hamo... moxany#cra...

3Be3nnl CXHMaMUCh M raciu. llennle TYMAaHHOCTH
CBEepPTLIBAJINCh, CIMBAACH XPYT C APYTOM, H NPEBPAILIAJTIUCH
B XaOTHYHOE CKOIUTIEHHE PacCIUILBAIOIIMXCA IsiTeH. Bokpyr
HEero KOp4YMiaach, pacCHIasCh Ha YaCTH, CaMa BCEJICHHAs.
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— Iloxanyiicra, XBaTUT, HE HalO, HE Hal0, HE HAO...

BKpamuHBbli TOJIOC Y€I0BEKa B YEPHOM NpolienTal
Y HEro Haj yxoMm:

— Toraa orcrynuck. OctaBb MbicaH 0 baiiHe. Uom
CBoOeif Joporoit, CTPeJIoK, U cnacait cBolo aywy. 1o Oy-
JeT HeJIerKui Tpyx — 4ToObI CrIacTH CBOIO AyLly.

OH B3su1 ce6d B pykH. IToTpsICEHHBIIT U ONAUHOKMUA,
OKYTaHHBIif MPaKOM, UCTIOJIHEHHBI! yXaca nepel co-
KPOBEHHBIM CMBICJIOM, KOTOPBIif OTKPbLICS €EMY B OAHO-
gacee, OH B3N ce6s B PYKM M OaJl CBOW NOCHEAHUI
OTBET:

— HUKOI'JA!

— TOI'JA — JA BYJET CBET!

U cran cBet. OH 06pYLUWIICS HA CTPEIKA KaK MOJNIOT —
BEJINKWH, nepBo3naHHblif cBeT. U co3HaHue noru6ino,
pacTBOPMBIUMCH B cussHUM. Ho mpexae yeM 310 ClyyH-
JIOCh, CTPEJIOK.yCIIeJI KOe-4YTO pa3rIsiieTb — OYEHDb BaX-
HOEe, HCMOJHEHHOE INMyb6okoro cMeicna. OH OTYassHHO
YXBaTWICS 332 3TO BHIOEHHE M MOrpy3wics B cebs, viua
"yOeXuIa TaM, BHYTPH, — I1I0Ka 3TOT MPOH3UTENIbHBIA
CBET He OCJIENWI €r0 M He BbDKET pasyM.

OH 6exaJ1 cBeTa M 3HaHUsA, YTO 3aKJTio4a B cebGe 3TOT
CBET, — M BEPHYJICA B CO3HaHHe, BHOBb CTas coboii. Kax
M BCE MBI; KaK Jly4yllIe M3 Hac.

v

Bruta Houb. Ta Xe WM apyras — pacrno3HaTh HEBO3-
MOXHO. OH BLIpBAJICA M3 B3BUXPEHHOro Mpaka, Kyaa
YBJIEK €ro IeMOHHYECKMIA IPBDKOK K YEJIOBEKY B YUEPHOM,
H NIOCMOTPeJI Ha NOBaJIEHHKII CTBOJI OKAMEHEJIOro iepe-
Ba, Ha KOTOpOoM cuaen Yonrep o’Mpak (kak ero MHOrAa
HaseBaM). Ho TaM He GBUIO HUKOTO.
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Ero oxBatino 6e3mMepHoe 9yBCTBO OTIassHHUs — Boxe
MpaBblii, ONATH BCE CHaYalla, — U TYT Y HEro 3a CITHHOHA
pasgajics rojioc 4YeJaoBeKa B YEPHOM:

— S 3nech, cTpesiok. MHe IpoCTo He HpaBHUTCS, KOraa
THl MOAXOAMIUb TaK Gnu3Ko. TH pasroBapHBaclib BO
cHe. — OH XOXOTHYII.

Crpenok, nolaThiBasiCh, MOTHSUICA Ha KOJIEHH M 06ep-
Hyncst. OT KOCTpa OCTaIMCh JIKIIL KpaCHEIE MepHalomue
YronbKH, Cephlii Nemnet 1 3HaKOMbI# HUITOXHEIH Y30p OT
cropesIUHX ApoB. YeoBeK B Y4€pHOM CHIEJ Y KOCTpHILA
W, HEMPUATHO MPHUYMOKHUBAA rybaMu, Joedal XHpHHE
OCTaTKH KPOJbYATHHAI.

— A ThI XOpOLUIO AepXaJics, — 3aMeTWi OH. — Bor,
CKaXeM, TBOEMY OTLy S HHYEro 3TOro He MOKa3biBall.
OH Gbl BEpHYJICA HE B CBOEM yMe.

— Y10 310 GBLIO? — Ccrnpocwi cTpesioK. Ero ronoc
IpOXaJ, ¥ CJI0Ba NMPO3BydaIM HEBHATHO. OH YyBCTBOBAJL:
€CJIM ceifyac NONbITaeTCA BCTaTh, HUYErO Y HEIO He BEIUAET.

— Bcenennasn, — HeGpeXHO MPOroBOPHIT YEJIOBEK B
YEpHOM, MMOTOM CMa4yHO PHITHYJI M IBBIPHYJI KPOJIHYbHA
KOCTH B KocTep. OHM OnecHynu cpeln yriel M TYT Xe
niouepHeny. Berep Hap yaineit rorogst CTEHAM M CTOHA.

— Bcenennaa? — tymo nepecnpocui crpeyiok. Ciro-
BO GbLIO eMy He3HakoMo. UM criepBa OH momymai, 4YTO
YenoBeK B YePHOM rOBOPWII B ITO3THYECKOM CMBICIIE.

— Te6e HyxHa BaurHsa, — cKa3al yeJIoBeK B YEPHOM,
¥ 3TO MPO3BYYaJIO KaK BOIPOC.

— Ja.

— Ho TH ee He noMy4uIIb, — CKa3a YeIOBeK B Yep-
HOM M YNBLIOHYJICA XeCTOKOM YIBIOKOM. — BelMKuM HeT
nena 1o TBoei Ay, Ponanx. 3an0X4Ilb TH ee WIM Cpa-
3y Xe 3anpojamb — UM Bce paBHO. S 3Hal0, KaK GJIM3KO
OHa IOATOJIKHY/Ia Te6A K cCaMOMy Kpalo nponacty. bam-
H# yObeT Te6s, Koraa Bac Gy/eT ele pasnensaTs NOJIMHpa.
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— Thl HUYero o060 MHe He 3Haelllb, — CIIOKOIHO Npo-
TOBOPWJI CTPEJIOK, M Y/IbIOKa Ha ryfax yesioBeka B YEPHOM
no6nexa.

— $1 cmenan TBOero OTLa TeM, KeM OH Obul. U 51 Xe
€0 YHHYTOXWI, — YTPIOMO BBITOBOPWJI Y€NOBEK B Yep-
HoM. — S mpuiuen K TBoeil MaTepu Kak MapteH — Thl
BCera 3TO TOA03peBal, 51 He npaB? — u B35 ee. OHa
COrHYJIaCh NOAO0 MHOIA, KaK MBa... XOTS (MOXeET ObITh, 3TO
Te6sl YTEIINUT) Bce-Taku He ciaoManach. Ho kak Obl Tam
HH OBUTO, BCe 310 ObUIO MpeapelreHo. U Bce 6bn0 Tak,
KaK M IOJDKHO GbUTO OBITH. I — mocnenHunit U3 craBiieH-
HHMKOB TOro, KTO npaBuUT Tenepb TemHoit baliHeit, u
-3eMJIs nepelLIa B aTYI0 PYKY 3TOr0 KOpPOJSi.

— B anyio pyky? Ilouemy oHa anas?

— JlaBait He GymeM. Ceifuac peub He O HeM. XOTA,
eCIM TH OyHmelb YyNpAM M HAaCTOWYMB, Thl y3Haelb H
6onbiue. Tonbko Te6e He MOHPABUTCSE, YTO Thl Y3HAECLIb.
To, 4To paHMIO TeOs OMMH pa3, PAHUT U BO BTOPOi. ITO
He HayaJo. DTO HayaJo KOHNA. Tebe 6bl cTonI0 3TO 3a-
MOMHHTb... HO THI BCE PABHO HUKOTAa HE 3alIOMHMILbD.

— 51 He MoHMMalO.

— IlpaBwibHo. He noHumaewb. 1 HUKoraa He mo-
HuMan. U HHKorna He moiimelub. Y TeOs HET HU rpaHa
BoOOpaxeHHsA. U B 3TOM CMbICJIE ThI CJIETOM.

— Y10 51 BHAEN? — CNpOCHN CTpeNok. — B camoMm
KoH1e. Yo 310 6BUI0?

— A 9T0 TaM 6bUI0?

Crtpeiiok, 3amyMaBLIKCh, 3amonyail. Ero pyka nots-
HyJach K KMCeTy, HO Tabak JaBHO KOHYWICA. Yesosek B
9EepHOM, OIHAKO, HE MPEAJIOXWI IOMOJIHUTD €TI0 3arachl
KaKHM-HHOYIb KOJIOBCKMM CIIOCOOOM: HH C ITOMOLIBIO
YepHOM, HM C moMomibio Genoit Maruu. Moxer, MOTOM
OH HalizmeT 9To-HUOYAb B PIOK3aKe, HO ceifyac 3T0 «I10-
TOM» Ka3aJIOCh TAKMM HAICKUM.
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— bBbin cBeT, — HaKOHel MPOrOBOPHJI CTPEJIOK. —
SApknii ceet. Benwiit. A notoM... — OH 3anHyICA U yCTa-
BHJICS Ha yeJloBeKa B YyepHOM. ToT Bech nonajics Bnepen,
Y Ha JIMLIE Y HEero OTpa3sioch COBEPLIEHHO HECBOMCTBEH-
HOe eMy YYBCTBO, CIMIIKOM SIBHOE, YTOOBI €ro MOXHO
GbLIO CKPBIBATh WIH Xe OTPULIATh: yauBieHue. Unu naxe
6naroroBeHHe. XOTs, MOXET ObITh, 3TO OLHO H TO X€.

— Tbl He 3Haeumb, — yAbIGHYNCA cTpesioK. — O Be-
JIMKHi1 BONILLIEOHHUK M Yapoaeii, BOCKpELIaloLMit MEPTBBIX.
Tbi He 3Haewb. Tol wWapnaaTaH!

— 51 3Hal0, — CKa3aJl 4eJioBeK B YePHOM. — S TONbKO
He 3Halo... 4TO.

— benblii cCBEeT, — MOBTOPMJI CTPENIOK. — A TNOTOM:
TpaBuHKa. OIHa-eAWHCTBEHHasA TPaBHHKAa, HO OHA 3a-
nonHuia coboit Bce. A 1 66U Tako# KpoureyHbiid. Kak
NbUIMHKA.

— TpaBuHka. — YenoBek B YepHOM 3aKphbUl I71a3a.
Ero nuuo Bapyr Kak-To cpa3y OCYHYJIOCh M Ka3aJloCh Te-
nepb U3MOXAEHHbIM. — TpaBuHKa. Thl yBepeH?

— Ha. — Crpenok Haxmypuiicad. — Tonbko oHa 6pUIa
KpacHOHM.

— A Tenepb cnyuwiait MeHs1, Ponann, cliH CTHBeHa.
To! Oyaews ciaywars?

— Ma.

U yenopek B Y4EPHOM 3arOBOPHIL.

v

BcenenHasn (cka3an oH) ectb Bennkoe Bce, U oHa
MPENOIHOCHT HaM NapafioKChl, HEAOCTYITHLIE IOHUMAHHIO
OTpaHWYEHHOro, KOHEYHOro pasyMa. Kax xuBoi pasym
HE MOXET OCMBICIIMTh CYTh pa3yMa HEXHBOIO — XOTS OH
IOJIaraeT, 4Yro MOXeT, — TaK M pa3syM KOHEIHRIH He. MO-
XKET NOCTHYH 6ECKOHEIHOCTbD.
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Tor npo3audeckuit pakr, 9To BeeneHHas cyliecTBy-
€T, YXe caM ITo ceGe pa3buBaeT BCIKME AOBOMBI KaK Ipar-
MATHKOB, TAK U pPOMaHTHKOB. BbUI0 Bpems, ellie 3a COTHH
YeJIOBEYECKHX ITOKOJICHHUH 0 TOro, Kak MUP CIBHHYJICA
C MECTa, KOIIa YeJIOBeYeCTBO JOCTHIJIO TAKUX BBICOT TEX-
HUYECKMX W HayYHBIX CBEDLICHU, YTO BCE XE CYMEJIO
OTKOJIYIIHYTh HECKOJILKO KAMEHHBIX LIETNOK OT BEJIMKOTO
croina peambHOCTH. Ho axe Toraa noXHbIi CBET HAYKH
(WM, eclI¥ YTOHO, 3HAHHUA) 3aCHUJI TOJIbKO B HECKOJb-
KMX, OYeHb HEMHOI'HX, BBICOKOPa3BUTBIX cTpaHax. OnHa
KoMrnaHus (WIH KiMKa) ObUla B 3TOM CMBIC/IE BENyILEiA:
OHa Ha3mBalach «CeBepHbiii LIeHTP MO3UTPOHUKM».
H, onHako Xe, BOTIpeKH BCEM UMEBLUMMCS B MX pacrno-
PSDKEHHH HayJHO-TEXHUYECKUM JaHHBIM, KOTOPBIX OLU10
BEJIMKOE MHOXECTBO, YHCJIO MCTHHHLIX [TPO3peHMii 6bU10
MOPa3sHTEIbHO MJIBIM.

— Hamu npenku, cTpesioK, nobeanwnu 60se3Hb, OT
KOTOpOIf TeJI0 rHHET 3aKHUBO, OHHM HA3bIBAJIM €€ pPaKOM,
MOYTH NPEONOJENTH CTapeHHe, Xoowiu 1o Jlyne...

— JTOMYy A HE BEplo, — CKa3all CTPEJIOK, Ha YTo Ye-
JIOBEK B YEPHOM JIMIIb YIBIOHYJICS:

— Hy u ne Hapmo. U TeM He MeHee 310 Tak. OHH CO-
30AJIH WIM OTKPLUIH ellie COTHH APYTrMX 3aMeyaTebHbIX
mTyK. OnHako Bce 310 o6wine HHHOpMaLUHU He NPUHEC-
JIO HUKaKOro IIyOMHHOTO NIPOHMKHOBEHHS B MepBOOC-
HOBBl. HUKTO He caran TOpXeCTBEHHBIX Ol B YECTb UC-
KYCCTBEHHOIO OILUTIOJOTBOpEHUS — KOTAa XeHLIWHa 3a-
YHHAeT OT 3aMOPOXEHHO! CriepMbl — U CaMOXOIHBIM
MalMHaM, paboTalolIM Ha SHEPTUM, B3ATOM OT COJIHLIA.
O4eHb HeMHOTHEe — €CJIM BOOOLIE TaKOBbIE OLUIH — CyMe-
Ji1 nocTHYb r1aBHBLA IIpuHLIMN PeanbHOCTH: HOBBIE 3Ha-
HU#A BCeraa BeAyT K HOBBIM TaliHaM, K TaliHaM, elle Gosiee
YAUBHTEILHBIM. YeM GoJibLie IICHXOIOrH Y3HABAJIM O CITO0-
COOHOCTSX MO3ra, TeM HanpsDkeHHee M OTYasiHHee CTa-
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HOBHJIMCh NMOUCKH IyILIH, CYIECTBOBaHHE KOTOpOii pac-
CMaTpUBAIOCh KaK (haKT COMHHUTENbHbIH, HO BCE-TaKH
seposiTHbIi. Tol noHuMaewb? KoHeyHo, Tl HE MOHMMA-
ewb. Th yXe ucyepriajn Bce CBOH CIIOCOGHOCTH K NMOHH-
MaHu10. Ho 3TO He BaXHO.

— A yT0 TOTrAa BaXHOo?

— Benuuaitwas TaiiHa BeceneHHOM He XH3Hb, a pa3-
Mep. Pa3mepom onpenensiercst Xu3Hb, 3aKJI09aeT €€ B
cebe, a ero, B CBOIO o4epelnb, 3aKi04YaeT B ce6e baniHs.
Pe6eHOK, KOTOphIi OTKPBIT HABCTPEYy BCEMY YyAECHOMY,
roBopuT: «[lamna, a yro Tam — 3a He6omM?» U orten oTBe-
yaeT: «TeMHOTa U KOCMHYECKOE MPOCTPaHCTBO». PebGe-
HOK: «A 4To 3a HUMH?» Otell: «[anakTHKa». — <A 3a
raNakTHKOiIi?» — «JIlpyras ranakTika». — «A 3a BCEMH
IpYruMH ranaktukamu?» U orel orBeyaer: «3T0ro Hu-
KTO HE 3HaeT».

Teul nonnMaelb? Pasmep Topxecrsyer Han Hamu. Jis
pbIObI BCeJIEHHass — 3TO 03€p0, B KOTOPOM OHAa XWBET.
Yo mymaer priba, Koraa ee BbLICPHYT, NOALIEIHB 3a Iy0y,
CKBO3b CepeOpHUCTYIO rpaHULY NMPUBBIYHOIO CYMECTBO-
BaHHUSA B APYTYIO, HOBYIO BCEJIEHHYIO, Tie BO3AYX IUIA
Hee — ybmiflia, a cBeT — rony6oe 6eaymue? I'me Kakue-To
JIIBYHOTHe BeJIMKaHbI 6€3 XXa0p CyloT ee B IyIIHY10 KOpo6-
KY H, TOKPHIB MOKDOI#i TpaBOif, OCTaBJISIOT TAM YMUPATh?

Wu Bo3bMeM Hy XOTs 661 KOHYHK KapaHAalla U yBe-
suynMm ero. Eme u eme. M B Kakoit-To MOMEHT BApYT
MpUIET MOHUMAaHMeE; YTO OH, OKAa3bIBAETCA, HE IUIOTHEIMN,
3TOT KOHYHK KapaHgama. OH COCTOMT M3 -aTOMOB, KOTO-
pbie BepTATCs, KaK MMJUTMOHB! 6eCHOBATHIX TUtaHeT. To,
YTO HaM KaXETCS TUTOTHBIM H LeJIbHbIM, Ha CAMOM JIeJie —
pelKas CeTh YaCTHULI, KOTOPHIE AEPXATCA BMECTE TOJILKO
Gyaropapsi cuie TAroteHus. OHu 6eCKOHEYHO MaTbl; HO
€CIIK PacCTOsIHME MEXMAY.3THMHM aTOMaMM TPONOPLMO-
HaJIbHO MX Be/IMYMHE, TOrAa NPH MepeBoAe B MPHUBEYHYIO
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HaM CHCTEMY M3MEPEHHI{ OHO MOXET COCTaBHUTh LieJibie
JIUTH, IPONACTH, 3pbl. A CAaMH aTOMBI COCTOSIT U3 sIAep U
BpaLIAIOIIMXCS YaCTHLI — IIPOTOHOB M 3JIEKTPOHOB. MOX-
HO NPOHHMKHYTb M IiIy0Xe, Ha ypOBeHb CyGaTOMHOrO
nenenus. 1 yro ram? Taxmoun? Ui, MoXeT GLITh, HHU-
gero? KoHedHo Xe, HeT. Bce Bo BceneHHoi oTpuLiaet
abcomoTHy10 myctoTy. KoHel — 310 Koraa HeT yXe HU-
9ero, a 3HauMT, BeenenHast GeckoHeyHa.

JomycTM, THI BEIIIEN K caMoil rpaHuLie BeceneHHOi.
H 910 TaM Gyner? I'myxoit BeIcOKMit 3a60p U 3HaK «TY-

IINK»? Her. Moxer OHTb, TaM OyAeT YTO-TO TBEpPAOE U
3aKpyIIEHHOE, CPOIHM TOMY, KaK SIH1LI0 BUOWTCSH H3HYTPH
elle HeBBUTyTIMBIOEMYCA LbITUTEHKY. U ecin TeGe Bapyr
yIacTcs MpOOHTH CKOpPyITy (WIM HaifTH IBEPb), MPEACTaBb
cebe, KaKoif MOLIHEIA CHAIONINIA CBET MOXET XJILIHYTD B
3Ty TBOIO IBIDY Ha Kpal0 MMDO3aHUsA. A BAPYT Thl Bbl-
TJIIHelIb ¥ OGHApYXHMUIb, YTO BCA Hallla BeceneHHass — 3to
TOJILKO YaCTHYKA aTOMa KaKOi-HUOYIb TOHKO! TpaBHH-
xu? U Torma, MoxeT GEITh, THI MOKMeEIlIb, YTO, CXXHIast B
KOCTpe OIHY JIMIIb XBOPOCTHHKY, Thl NpeBpaliaeillb TeM
CaMBIM B ITeNneJ HEUCYMCIIMMOe MHOXECTBO GeCKOHEYHBIX
MupoB. YTo MMpO3IaHHE — 3TO He OAHA 6ECKOHEYHOCTb,
a 6ecKOHEYHOe MHOXeCTBO 6eCKOHEYHOCTEIA.

MoxeT GbiTh, TeG€ N0BENOCh YBUAETH, KAKOBO MECTO
Haluueit BceneHHo Bo BceoOIeit CTpyKType CyIuero — He
Goee yeM MeCTO OTAEIBHOIO aTOMa B TKAaHH TPaBUHKH.
Moxer GITh, BCE, YTO CIIOCOOEH MOCTHYb Halll pasyM —
OT MHKPOCKOITHYECKOT0 BUpYca IO NaJieKO# TYMaHHOCTH
Konckas IonoBa, — Bce 310 BMeIaeTcsas B OOHON Tpa-
BHHKeE, KOTOpasi, MOXeT ObITb, M CYLLECTBYET BCErO-TO
OIMH CEe30H B- KAKOM-TO APYrOM BpPEMEHHOM MOTOKe?
A YTO, ec/Id 3Ty TPaBMHKY BAPYT cpeXyT Kocoi? Korana
OHa HaYHeT THHTh, He IPOCOYUTCS JIV 3Ta THIUTH B HALIY
Bceneunyio, B Hauly Xu3Hb? He craHeT a1 Haul MUp
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KeJITETh, YaXHYThb U 3achixaTb? MoXeT OBITh, 3TO yXe
MPOMCXOANT. MBI TOBOPHM, YTO MUD CABHHYIJICS C MECTa,
a Ha CaMOM-TO Jiejle OH, MOXeT OBITh, 3achixaet?

TonbKo nomyMait, CTpeNIoK, Kak MBt MJTbl M1 HHITOX-
HBI, eciy noaoGHOe NpeacTaBneHne 0 MApe BepHo! Ecimn
Bor v BnpaBny Bce BULMT M coBepiiaeT 60XeCTBEHHOe
npaBocyaue, cTaHeT 1M OH BBLAEISATD OIMH Poif MOIIKa-
pb! cpeau 6eccyeTHOro MHOXeCTBa ApYTrHx? Pasnudgaer mm
raa3 Ero Bopo6bs, eciu 3TOT BOpOOYILIEK MEHbIIE aToMa
BOZIOPOAA, YTO ONMHOKO GJIyXHaeT B IIyGHHax KocMoca?
A ecnn OH BHIOUT BCe CyIlI€e... TOrA 9TO Xe 3TO HOJDKEH
6b1Th 32 bor?! Kakosa Ero 6oxecrBeHHas npupona? [ne
OH o6uTtaer? Kak BoOGLIE MOXHO XHTh 3a NnpefeiaMu
6eCKOHEeYHOCTH?

IpencraBb BeChb NECOK MYCThIHM MoxaHe, KOTOpYIO
ThI NepecekK, YTOObI HaitTH MEHSA, U NPEACTaBb MWLUTHOHB
BCEJIEHHBIX — HE MHPOB, a BCEJIECHHbIX, — 3aK/MOYEHHBIX
B KaXI0if ee NeCYMHKE; U B KAXIO! U3 3THX BCEJICHHBIX —
HEMCYHUCIIMMOE MHOXECTBO IpPYTMX BCeleHHBIX. A MH,
Ha Hallel XanKoi TpaBHHKE, BO3BEIIIaéMCH Hal HUMHU
Ha HeloCAraeMoit BhICOTE; ¥ OAHHM: B3MaXOM HOTH THI,
MOXeT ObITb, HM3BEpraelb MWUIMApAL M MWUIHAPABI
MMPOB B TEMHOTY, U OHM 00pa3yloT Lienb, KOTopas HU-
KOTra He mpepBercs.

Pa3mep, CTpeNoK... pa3Mep...

Ho naBait nmpeanosoxXuM eue, 970 Bce MMpHI, BCE
BCeJIEHHbIE CXOAATCHA B HEKOEH TOYKe, K HEKOeMY sapy,
K Hekoeit crepxnenoit ocHose. K Baurne. K nectuuue,
MOXeT OHITh, K caMmoMy bory. TH 6B pelIwiICa NOMHATb-
sl 110 Hel, CTPeJIoK? A BAPYT [ie-TO Hal BCel GeckoHed-
HOM PeaJIbHOCTBIO CYILIECTBYET TaKas KOMHATA...

— Her, cTpenok, Thl He OCMENHNLIBLCA.

H 3TH cj0Ba OTAATKCh 3XOM B rojioBe y crpenka: Tw
He 0CMenuUben.
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Vi

— Ho ecTb TOT, KTO OCMEJIWICS, — CKa3aJjl CTPEJIOK.

— Ha? U xro xe?

— bor. — I'masa y crpeiika 3aropenucs. — bor ocMe-
JIUNCSL... WIN 3TOT KOPOJIb, O KOTOPOM Thl TOBOPHIL... MJIH...
MOXeT OBITb, 3Ta KOMHATa IyCTyeT, npoBuaeu?

— 51 He 3Ha10. — TeHb cTpaxa Mpoliia Mo JULY ye-
JIOBEKA B YEPHOM, MATKas, TEMHasl, TOYHO KPbUTO KaHIO-
ka. — U Oosee TOro, He MCNpauIMBal0 OTBETa. ITO
6bUTO OBI HEPA3yMHO.

— Bomubcs, Kak 66 TeOsi rpOMOM He nopa3uio?

— Iloxauyit, 6010Ch... OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, — OTO3BaJI-
Cfl YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM, a MOTOM 3amosnyai. CTpesyioK ToxXe
Mouyan. Hoys 6611a oyeHb nonroit. Mneunstit [ytb pac-
npocTepcs Hall HAMU B CBOEM NEPBO3aHHOM BEJIMKOJIe-
TIMH, HO B ITYCTOTE MEXIY 3Be3aMH OBbLIO YTO-TO Myraio-
wee. Crpeyok. neITalNCA NpeacTaBuTh cede, 4yTo Obl OH
OIYTHJI, €CJTY OBl 3TH YepHWIbHLIE HeGeca BAPYT pacKo-
JIONUCh M Ha 3eMJLIO XJIbIHYJI [TOTOK CJICTISILLETO CBETa.

-— Kocrep, — ckasan on. — Kocrep noropaer. MHe
XOJIOIHO.

— Hy TaK pa3Beam CBO# KOCTep, — CKa3ajl YeJIoBeK
B YepHOM. — Y IBOPELIKOro CErogHs BHIXOAHOIA.

Vil

-CTpeJIOK 3apeMaJl, a KOrAa IIPOCHYJICS, YBUIEI, YTO
YesjoBeK B YEPHOM IVIAAMT Ha Hero Kak-To 60Nne3HEHHO,
XKanHo.

— Hy, H yero Thl ycraBwicsi? — CrpenKy BCIOMHH-
JIOCh OAHO U3 npucioBuit Kopra.'— YBunen ronyio 3an-
HHL CBOE# CeCTPHLL?
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— Jla HeT, IPOCTO CMOTPIO Ha Tebs.

— He Hago Ha MeHs cMoTpeTh. — OH MOLIeBETHI
YrOMIbKM KOCTpa, pa3pyUIMB CTPOIfHYI0 HAEOrpaMMy. —
MHe HenpuATHO. — OH NorJisiaes Ha BOCTOK, He Ha4aJio Iu
cBeTaThb, HO 6eCKOHeYHas 3Ta HOYb JUTHNACh M IUIHIACh.

— Xaews paccera? Tak paHo?

— S Benb co3naH s CBETA.

— A, Hy na! /I u 3a6bu1. Kak 310 HeBexumBo. Ho Ham
C TO60It HYXKHO €elle 0 MHOIMOM NMOroBOpPUTDb, €1e MHOIO
yero o6cyanTh. Tak pelunn Mo KOpPOJIb M XO3SAMH.

— Yro 32 xoponb?

Yenosek B YePHOM YIBIGHYJICS.

— Torna, MoXxeT ObITh, CKaXeM APYT APYTY BCIO ITpaB-
1y? U Boobliie HauHeM roBOpUThH OTKpoBeHHO? Hukakoit
6onblue okn?

— 51 nyman, Mbl M TaK TOBOPHM IpaBAy.

Ho yenoBek B yepHOM KaK GyATO €ro U He CJbIIIa.

— Moxert GbITb, CKaXeM ApYT APYTY BCIO NpaBxy? —
nosTopun oH. — IToroBoprM Kak MyXXUHHa C MyXXYHHOIA.
He kak npy3bsi, HO Kak paBHbIE. 3TO peIKOe PEIOXEHHE,
Ponann. U ero Gynyr nenars Te6e Heuacro. ITo Moemy
CKPOMHOMY MHEHMIO, TOJIbKO paBHbi€ FOBODAT IpaBRY
apyr npyry. Ipy3bs 1 JHo6UMEIe, 3aITyTaBLIMCh B NayTHHE
B3aMMHOTO JOJIra, BpYT 6eCKOHEYHO. A 3TO TaK yToMJisieT!

— Yt0 X, mpaBOy TaK npapay. — Bce paBHO 3ToH
HOUBIO CTPEJIOK He CKa3aji HU eIHHOIO CJIOBa JDKM. —
3auem xe Te6s yrowath? HauHH ¢ OOBbACHEHHSA, YTO TH
MMeJT B BUAY, KOTa FrOBOPHJI ITPO YapHl.

— Yaphnl — 3TO KOJIIOBCTBO, CTpeNioK. Moit Kopoib
CBOMM KOJIIOBCTBOM ITPOIUTAN 3Ty HOYb M OyIeT IVTHTSH ee
JO0 TexX Iop, NoKa MK He 3aKOHYHM 3TOT pa3roBop.

— A MH CKOpO 3aKOHIHM?

— Heckopo. Tounee cka3aTh He Mory. IIoToMy 910 H
caM He 3Hal0. — Yel0BeK B 4epHOM CTOSUT HalX KOCTPOM,
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U OTOJIECKH TJICIOLIMX YTONBKOB JIOXKWIMCH 3aMbIC/IOBa-
TBHIM Y30pPOM eMy Ha JIHLo. — Cripamusaii. I pacckaxy
Te6e Bce, 4To 3Halo. Thl norHan MeHs. Tak OymeT YecTHO.
51, o npaBze CKa3aTb, ¥ He JyMaJl, YTO Tbl CYMeelllb MEHs1
nmorHaTb. U Bce Xe TBO#M NMOKMCK TONBKO ellle HaYMHaeTcs.
Chnpammeaif, ¥ Tak Mbl GbICTpee J0iiIeM 10 [IaBHOTO.

— Ko TBOIf KOpONDL?

— 51 vm pasy ero He Bupen. Ho ol yBuauwb. Ho npe-
XJe YeM BCTPETHTLCA C HUM, CHayasa Thbl JOJIXEH BCTpe-
TUThCA ¢ HesnakoMueM-BHe-BpeMeHU. — YenoBek B uep-
HOM 6€337100H0 y/bIOHYCcA. — Tbl BoKeH Gyaelb yOUThb
ero, crpestok. Ho mo-mMoeMy, Thl XOTeJ1 CIPOCHTb O APYTOM.

— Ho ecny Thl HUKOIJA HE BHIEJ CBOEr0 KOpOJIS U
XO3STHHA, OTKY/a X€e Thl €ro 3Haellb?

— OH NpHXOOUT KO MHE B CHax. B nepBblii pa3 OH
MpHILIe] OYeHb HAaBHO, KOraa i 6bUl MOAPOCTKOM H XWJI
B 6eIHOCTH M 6€3bI3BECTHOCTH B O[JHOI CTpaHe, NajleKo-
Janexo orcioaa. Jro 6suUI0 AaBHO. M BOT TOrma, MHOro
CTONETHH Ha3all, OH CBA3aJl MEHSI MOMM JIOJIFOM M 00eLat
MHE MOIO Harpany, U st CIYXKWI eMy BCE 3TH FOAbl, XOTH
MOe IJIaBHOE JieJI0 MHE ObUIO NMOpYYeHO TOJIbKO HEAABHO.

Moit nonr, Moe rmaBHOE JEJI0 — 3TO ThI, CTPeJIOK. — Ye-
JIOBEK B YEPHOM YCMEXHYJICA. — Buanilib, KOe-KTo NMpu--
HHMMaeT 1e6s Bcepbes.

— Y 31010 Hesnakomua ectb uMs?

— O, UM# eCTb.

— U xak ero ums?

— HMs eMy — JIETHOH, — THXO BBIMOJIBHJI Y€JIOBEK B
YEpHOM, H BO TbME Ha BOCTOKE, I'lie BHICWIMCD IOpbl, Ipo-
xoT obpaja MOAKpEmWI 3HAYMMOCTb ero cjoB. [ne-To
BCKPHKHYJIA [TyMa, TTOYTH KaK XeH1uHa. CTpeska npoHs-
JIa ApOXb. Jlaxe 4eJIoBeK B YEPHOM HEBOJILHO B3IPOTHYJT. —
H Bce xe, MHE KaXercs, Thl He 00 3TOM XOTeJl CITIPOCHUTD.
He B TBOEM 3TO AyX€: 3aI/IsABIBATH TaK AAIEKO BIEpe.
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Crtpenok 3Hal, 0 YeM OH XOTell CHpOCHTh.. Borpoc
MYYMJI €ro BCIO HOYb, BCIO 3Ty HONIYI0O HOYb M IOJTHE
roasl 10 3Toro. OH BepTeICA HAa KOHYHKE A3BIKa, HO
CTPEJIOK BCe Xe He 3alal €ro... ellle He BpeMs.

— Jrot He3HakoMel, OH ToxXe CTaBleHHHK baumn?
Kak Tb1?

— MHe 1o Hero naneko. OH mepxHem. OH npocmyna-
em. OH BO BceXx BpeMeHax. Ho ecTb KTO-TO IpEBHIIIE €r0.

— Kr0?

— Hu o yem Gosnbiue He cripaliMBail! — BRIKPHKHYI
yeJioBek B YepHOM. Ero ronoc Bapyr caesancs XXeCcTKUM,
HO MOTOM JPOTHYJ Ha HoTe MONLOR. — S He 3Halo! U He
Xo4y 3HaTb! [0BOPHTH IIPO AN, TBOPSILUHECSA B KpaitHEM
MHUpe, — BCE PaBHO YTO HAKJIMKaTh morubenpb cBO-
el nywm.

— A Han 3tuM He3snakoMueMm-BHe-BpeMenu — yxe
BaiuHs u Bce, 4TO OHa B cebe 3aKioyaer?

— Jla, — mpoulenTtai 4yeoBeK B YepHOM. — Ho TH
BCE Xe XOyellib CPOCHTD O APYTOM.

BoucTHHY TaK.

— Hy xopowo, — mporoBOpuji CTPENOK, a TIOTOM
3aman cTaphiii, Kak MMp, Bonpoc: — S caenaio Tak, KaKk
3agyman? S moiiay mo KOHLa?

— Ecimu s oTBeyy Ha 3TOT BONPOC, THl MEHS YObEIlb.

— 51 Te6s Bce paBHO yOblo. TeOs Hano youTs. — Pyka
CTpenka cama MOTAHY/Iach K KoGype.

— Tak Te6e He OTOMKHYTD JiBepeit, TaK Thl 3aKpoelllb
HX HaBCermaa, CTpejioK.

— Kyna MHe uaru?

— Wnu Ha 3anan. lo camoro Mops. TaM, rae koH4a-
€TCA MHP, TaM Thi JOJDKEH HagaTh CBOM nyTh. Brul ommH
YeJioBeK, OH Jan Te6e coseT. YenoBexk, KOTOPOro Th NO-
Geawn B MOEAUHKE, KOIAa-T0, AABHLIM-JABHO...

— Ha, Kopr, — HeTepnennso NpepBall €ro CTPEJIOK.
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— Tak BOT, OH Te6e MocoBeTOBaJI 060XAaTh. DTO ObLI
HUMKYABILIHBIHK coBeT. [IoTOMY YTO yXe Toraa MO NnJjlaHbl
MPOTHB TBOEro OTHA Hayax Boruouarbes. OH oToChan
Tebst C MopyyeHHeM, a KOraa Thl BEPHYJICS...

— He xouy 310 Ciy1iaTh, — CKa3aj CTPeIOK, U Y Hero
B TOJIOBE BHOBb 3a3BYyvaJia Ta NMeCHs, KOTOpYIO neja eMy
MaMa: YuK-4upuK, He bolica Kowek, dam mebe 3 x1e6Hbix
Kpowex.

— Torma nociyiait Apyroe: Koraa Tbl BepHycs, Map-
TEH yexaJl Ha 3anaji, YTOObl MPUCOEANHUTLCA K MATEX-
HUKaM. Tak Bce roBOpWIH, U Thi B 3T0 Bepwi. Ho MapteH
M OITHA CTapasi BelbMa MOACTPOMIH Te6e JIOBYIIKY, U Thl
B 3Ty JIOBYIIKY nonancs. Xopowmumit Mmanbunk! U xors
MapreHa TaM_ yxe He 6bU10, TaM ObUT OAMH Y€NIOBEK, KO-
TopkIi TeGe ero HanoMuHai, MOMHULIBL? Takoii, B MOHa-
IIECKOM OESSHMM... U C OOPUTOM rojioBOii, Kak y Kalo-
IIerocs rpelHUKa...

— Yonrep, — npoienTai cTpeaokK. Y xors oH yxe
caM MpHILeJ K 3TOMY BHBOMIY, HENPUKPBITas IIpaBaa ero
notpscna. — Tel. To ectb MapTeH HUKYOa HE ye3xXal.

Yenosek B YSPHOM XUXUKHYII.

— K BamnmM yciyraM.

— Celtyac 51 Gymy Te6s1 yOuBaTh.

— Hy Her, Tak HeuecTHO. Tem Gonee uTo Bce 310 GBLIO
IaBHBIM-IaBHO. A Tenepp NPUIUIO BpeMs ISl pa3roBoOpa
Ha paBHBIX. BpeMs HeNUTBECA CeKpeTaMu.

— Th HHKYZa He ye3Xall, — IOBTOPWI OlIEJIOMJIEH-
HbliA cTpenok. — Thl MpoOCTO nepeMeHucs.

— TH canuch, — NPEIOXIT 9€JIOBEK B Y4EPHOM. —
A pacckaxy Te6e MHOro uctopuii. CTonbKo, CKOJNBLKO ThI
CMOXeWIb BHICAYMAaTh. TBOM UCTOPHH, A AyMalo, OyayT
HaMHOTO JJIHHHEE.

— 51 HMKOrZa HUKOMY He paccKa3hBalo o cebe, —
npoGOPMOTAN CTPENIOK.
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— Ho 370l Houblo pacckaxeunb. Tol BOJKEeH. YTOOR!
HaM pa3obpaTbCsi, CYMETb IIOHATb...

— Yrto noHaTth? Moo uens? Tel ee U TaK 3Haemb.
bauwHs — BOT Mosl Lienb. S MOKASUICA ee HAWTH.

— He uenb, cTpenok. A TBoit pa3yM. Tsoit 3aTopMo-
JXEHHbIH, HO YIIOPHbIii M LieTnKuii pa3yM. [Ipyroro Takoro,
Kak y 1ebs, He 6bL10, HaBepHOE, 33 BCIO UCTOPHIO 3TOrO
MHKpa. MoxeT GbiTh, JaXe 33 BCIO HCTOPHIO MUPO3IaHHA.
IMpuwino BpeMs WIS OTKPOBEHHOro pa3roBopa. Bpemsi
HCTOpHIA.

— Hy, Toraa roBopu.

YesioBek B YepHOM TPAXHYJ LUKPOKUM pyKaBoM. OT-
Tyda Bbllal KAKOW-TO NpeaMer, 06epHyThiH Qosbroit, B
H3/10Max KOTOpOi MHOIOKPAaTHO OTPa3WloCh MepliaHHe
TNCIOLUUX YTOJIBKOB.

— Tab6ak, cTpesiok. byaews Kypurs?

Crpeslok CMOr elle YCTOATb Mepel KPOIUKOM, HO
nepen TakuM npeaioxeHueM — HeT. OH B3SUI CBEPTOK M
HETepreJMBO ero pacKphul. 3aMeyaTe/IbHbLi U3MEbYeH-
HbIH Tabax U 3eIeHble, Ha YIUBJIEHHE BIXKHbIE JIMCTbA —
4YTOG6BI €r0 3aBOpauMBaTh. Takoro xopoiero Tabaka crpe-
JIOK He BUIeN yXe JIET AECATD.

OH cBepHyJ iBe MAIMPOCH! ¥ OTKYCHJI Y HHX KOHYHKH,
YTO6BI JTyyLIe YyBCTBOBACS apoMaT Tabaka. QmHy namu-
POCKY OH NpeIJIOXW1 YeIOBEKY B YepHOM. TOT He oTKa-
3ancs. Kaxmnlit BeITaiwi U3 KOCTpa No TIEloLLe# NoJIoBHE.

.CTpeJ1oK NpUKYpMWI Y ITy60KO 3aTAHYJICA apOMAaTHBHIM
IbiMoM. OH Jaxe 3aKpbUl 71333, YTO6H COCpeNOTOYMTh-
Csl Ha OLUYLICHMAX, ¥ BLIAOXHYI MEIUTEHHO, C Hacaxae-
HUeM.

— Hy kak, xopo110? — CIpoCHJI 4€JIOBEK B YEPHOM.

— 3ameyaresbHo.

— Yro x, Hacnaxpaitca. Moxer crathesi, TeGe emie
O4YeHb HECKOPO NPEACTABHTCA CITYYail ONATDH 3aKYPUTh.
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Ctpenok ¥ 6poBbIO HE ITOBE.

— Bor 1 ci1aBHO, — NPOIOJDKaJI YEJIOBEK B YEPHOM, —
Torza HayHeM. THl JOMXKEH NMOHATh ONHY Bellb: baurHs
GBUTa BCeraa, M BCEraa HaXONWINCh TaKne MabYHLIKH,
KOTOpHIE 3HAJIK O Hell M CTPaCTHO XeJlauu ee, Gosblue
9eM BJIaCTH, 60raTcTBa M XEHIUMH... MATIBYULIKH, KOTO-
pHle YXOIWIM Ha MOWCKM TEX IBEpeii, YTO MpPUBEAYT K
Bawre...

vill

M 6bu1 pa3roBop, pa3sroBOp AJIMHOI B CaMylo AOJTYIO
HOYBb, ¥ 60T 3HaeT CKOJILKO elne (M CKOJIbKO M3 3TOro 6bU10
MpaBOii), HO IMOTOM CTPEJIOK CyMeJl BCNOMHUTb O4Y€Hb
HEMHOT0€ M3 TOro pa3roBopa... U €My, C €ro Ha peAKoCTb
NMpakKTHYECKHMM CKIaloM yMa, MHOroe nokasanoch Gec-
CMBICJIEHHBIM WM Xe€ YeM-TO TaKMM, YeMy He CTOWIO
TIPHMAABaTh 3Ha4YeHHs. YenoBek B YEPHOM CHOBA CKasas
€My, YTO OH JIOJDKEH 106paThCst 10 MOpSi — BCEr0-TO MWIb
JBaLATh Ha 3anal 110 JIErKoit fopore, — U TaM eMy Oyzner
IapoBaHa cuna npusbiéa. Cruna mist U3BJIEYEHUs.

— 5 He COBCEM TOYHO BHIPA3WICs, — CKa3aJl Ye0OBeK
B YepHOM M GpOCWI OKYPOK B JOrOpaioLluit KocTep. —
.HHKTO TeGe HUYEro He IapyeT, CTPeJIOK, [IOTOMY YTO OHa,
3Ta CHJIa, YXe ecTb B Te6e. M s mo/mKkeH cka3aTh Te6e 370,
OTYaCTH H3-3a TOIO, YTO THI PEILIMJICA NOXEPTBOBATh MaJib-
YMKOM, OTYACTH M3-3a TOTO, YTO TAKOB MOPSANOK, €CTe-
CTBEHHbI X0z Bewei. Boae HauIeXUT T€4b C rOpbl BHU3,
a TeGe HaUIeXUT 3HaTh. Kak A NOHKMMal0, Thl MPU30BELb
ceGe TPOMUX... HO Ha CAaMOM JieJie MHe BCE paBHO. SI HuYe-
TO He X04y 3HaTb.

— Tpoux, — npoGopMOTa CTPEJIOK, BCIIOMHUB IpeJ-
CKa3aHMe OpaKyJa.
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— Bor Torma ¥ HayHercs Becesibe. JKauko TONBKO,
MeH# TaM He Oyaer. Ilpomait, crpesnok. S cBoe aeno cae-
nan. Lens no-npexxeMy y 1e6s B pykax. CMOTpH TOJb-
KO, KaK Obl OHa He 06MoTaIach BOKPYT TBOEH COOCTBEH-
HOM weu.

Kak 6yaTo Kakas-TO BHEIIHsA CHIA ITONTOJKHY/IA
PonaHna, ¥ OH ClIpOCHUL:

— 310 elue He Bce, npaBpa?

— la. — YenoBek B YEPHOM YIBIOGHYJICA CTPENKY
CBOMMU Oe3NOHHBIMM IIa3aMM U NPOTAHYN K HEMY
pyKy. — Jla 6yneT cBer.

U cran ceer. U Ha 3T0T pa3 cBeT GbUI XOpomI.

IX

PonaHn npocHyJics y OCThIBIIErO KOCTpHILA ¥ o6Ha-
PYXW1, YTO NOCTapeJt Ha AeCATh JieT. Ero yepHbie BOIOCK
nopeneny Ha BUCKaX U MONEPHYJIHCh CENUHOM, I(BETa
OCEeHHel mayTMHH. MOpLUMHE Ha JiMLe CTald yOXe,
KOXa — rpyoee.

OcTaTKn IpoB, KOTOpHEe OH COOMpal I KOCTpa,
COENaTMCh TBEPXE KaMHs, 4YelloBEeK B YEPHOM TIpeBpa-
TWICSA B YXMBUISIOIIMIACS CKeJIET B HCT/IEBAIOIIeM TEMHOM
TUIae: ewe OQHa Ky4ka KOCTeil B 3TOM MECTe CMEPTH,
ele OquH 9epen Ha 3Toi rosroge.

Jmo OelicmeumensHo mui? — IIOAYMaJl CTPENIOK. —
Ymo-mo s comueearocs, Yonmep o’Mpax... wmo-mo 1 co-
MHeagatocy, MapmeH.

OH BcTal HA HOTH M ONIAAENCS. A NOTOM BAPYT Ha-
KJIOHWICS ¥ IIPOTSTHY/ PYKY K OCTaHKaM CBoero cobecen-
HHMKa, C.KOTOPHIM OHH NTPOrOBOPWIH BCIO BYEPAIHIONI-
JONTyI0 HOUb (ec/i 3TO JNeHCTBHUTEIbHO ObUTH OCTAHKH
Yontepa) — HOYL, pacTAHYBLIYIOCH HA JECHATH JeT. OH
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OTJIOMaJT HYDKHIOIO YeJIIOCTb OT YXMbUISIOLLErocs yepena
M-HeOpEeXHO 3aCYHYJ ee B JIeBBIit MepeaHU KapMaH CBO-
HX IDKMHCOB. BrniosiHe noaxopsiuas 3ameHa st TOi, 4To
OCTa1aCh B ropax.

— M 910 U3 TOTO, YTO THI MHE FOBOPHJI, GbLIO MpaB-
Ioit? — cripocun oH. OH ObLT yBepeH, YTO OYeHb HEMHO-
roe. Ho noxs 6v11a xopotua. I1pexne Bcero notomMy, 4To
OHa OYeHb YMEJNO MeLIajach C NpaBaoOi.

bamua. I'me-To TaM, Bniepeau, OHa XAET Ero — cpe-
noroure BpemeHu, cpenotoune Pasmepa.

OH cHoBa otmnipaBwics B myTb. Ha 3anan. IToBepHyB-
LOMCh CITMHOM K BOCXOAY, JIMLIOM K oKeaHy. Oco3HaBas,
YTO LE/IBIA 3TaM ero XU3HH MPOLLIesi, 3aBEPLIMIICH.

— A mo6un Tebs, IIxeiik, — cKa3ajn OH BCIYX.

Ero oHeMeJ1oe TeJ1o NOCTENeHHO MPHOOpeNo 0ObIMHYI0
MOABVDKHOCTD, OH 3alaral GhICTpee M YXe BeUepOM Bbi-
men Ha Kpait 3emsin. OH ycencst Ha ITyCTBIHHOM Gepery,
YTO NPOCTHPAJICA W BIEBO, U BIIPaBO, TEPASICh B 6eCKO-
HeyHocTH. BolHu 6Wwinch 0 Geper, HaKaTbiBasi Hemnpe-
CTaHHO. 3axosiee COHLE OKPaCWIO BOAY (panbluuBbIM
30JIOTOM.

Crpenok cupes, 06paTHB JHULO K MEPKHYILIEMY CBETY
IHs. OH 3aMeyTalCs, st Ha He6O, rie yXe 3aKUTUTUCh
3BE3/bl; €ro pelIMMOCTD He ociabna, cepaLe He APOTHY-
0. Berep Tpemnan ero BoJOCH, Tenephb MOPEACBLIME M
noceieBLIKE Ha BUCKAX; PEBOJIbBEPEI €r0 OTLIA C PYKOSI-
TAMM K3 CaHAANIA JIeXaH, CIOKOHbIE K GecrollanHbIe,
y Hero Ha 6eapax. OH OBUT ONMHOK, HO HEe CYUTAl ONU-
HOYECTBO YeM-TO IUIOXMM WIH NOCTHIOHbIM. ThMa omny-
CTWIAacCh Ha MMp, U MUpP CAOBHHYJCH B Mecra. CTpenok
X[aj, KOraa NMpUAeT BpeMs VISl M3BJICYEHMSA, U npeaa-
BaJiCsl CBOMM AONTHM rpe3am o TeMHoit BaniHe, K KOTO-
Ppo¥i OH MONOHIET OMHAXAK — B CyMepKax, TpyGs B por,
9TO0HI CPa3HTLCA B NOCHEAHEH HEMBICIUMON OUTBE.
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CruBeH KMHr — OHH M3 CaMbIX NOMYJIAPHBIX
nucaTeJiel Halero BpeMeHH.

Ero 4dTaloT noapoCTKH H B3pPOCJible, 2KEeHIINHbI
M MY>KUHHBI — BC€, KTO CTPEMMTCA JIyylle
NOHATH Ce0A M APYTHX, A TAKXKe M3MEHYHBBIH

H HempeIcKa3yeMblii MMp, B KOTOPOM MbI JKMBEM.
CtuseHy KMHTY NOABACTHBI BCE XKAHPbI: OH —
aBTOP BEJMKOJIENTHBIX POMAHOB, NOTPACAIOLIMX
NOBECTeH ¥ OJINCTATENIbHLIX PacCKa30B.

Cpenu meneBpoB Mactepa — nojiHoe MUCTHKH
H cacnenca «Cusiine», npUOTKPbIBAIOILAS
TalHbl YeJIOBEYeCKOro co3Hanus «MeprBas
30Ha», YIUBHTEJIbHO TPOTaTe/IbHAs U B TO Xe
BpeMsi HEBEPOATHO JKeCcTKas «3eJieHast MHIs»,
JieaeHsimas Kposb «Kappu», «<xkeMuyxuna»
¢auTe3n «Temnas Bawnsa» u MHoroe-mHoroe
apyroe...

IOHBI Ponann — nocnenHuit 61aropoaHblit
pbILIapb B MUpE, «CABUHYBLIEMCSI C MECTa».
EMy BO UTO Obl TO HH CTAJIO HY2KHO HaWUTH
Temuyio Baunio — cpenoroune Cuibl,
KpaeyroybHbIi KaMeHb MUpo3nanusi. Koraa-
HHUOYIb OH OTbLILLET 2Ty balliHIo, a NoKa eMy
MPEACTOMNT JOJITHIT 1 ONMACHBIM ITyTh — MYTh
Mo MHMpY, KOTOPLIM MPaBUT YEpHasi Marusl,
0 MUPY, H3 KOTOPOTO MOPOil OTKPLIBAIOTCS
BBECPU B HAWY PEANLHOCTb...
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